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Е personal photographer 
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6МА foes to hold vigil 
for second impeach rap 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE "BANTAY OLIVER" WATCH IS ON. 

‘Smarting from the House minority's bungling 
last year, citizens’ groups are holding a vigil in 
Congress to make sure that they, not lawyer Oliver 
Lozano or the inept opposition, would have first 
crack ata second impeachment complaint against 
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Mount Bulusan in Sorsogon explodes ash 2 km high, 
have been advised to avoid the 4-km permanent danger zone. (Story on Page A2.) 
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Church activist shot 
dead in Oroquieta 


By Christian V. Esguerra and Luige A. del Puerto, in Manila 
and Michael Е Sarcauga, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


THE LOSS OF CIVILIAN LIVES MAY BE UN- 
avoidable in an all-out war with communist in- 
surgents, Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said 


yesterday-——- 


"You cant avoid collateral 
Sometimes there are 
bombings and civilians might get 
hurt," Gonzalez told the INQUIRER 
on the heels of Malacanang's an- 
nouncement 
Macapagal-Arroyo wanted the in- 
surgency 
stamped out in one to two years. 
Gonzalez decried accusations 
that the government was violat- 
ing human rights, saying: “I don't 
think it’s fair. The government is 
always attacked on the issue as if 
жылас the government is not doing any- 


damage 


eighth eruption since March. People. 


thing to protect human rights. 

Accusations that the Arroyo 
administration was violently 
cracking down on dissent flared 
up anew after a lone gunman 
shot dead a church activist in 
Oroquieta City at around 10 a.m. 
Saturday. 

Tito Marata, a provincial offi- 
cer of Rural Missionaries of the 
Philippines and member of the 
Farmers for Agrarian Reform 
Movement, was the 231st activist 
or militant killed under the Ar- 
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No bidding in PNP purchases worth P322M 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE POLICE ARE BUYING SOME P322- 
million worth of patrol cars, motorcy- 
Чез and handguns without a public bid- 
ding for the 12th Association of South- 
east Asian Nations (Asean) summit 
scheduled in the first week of Decem- 
ber, according to documents shown the 
Iwquinen. 

“We will use them for the 12th Asean 


bidding,” said Deputy Director General 
Avelino Razon Jr, chair of the the bids 
and awards committee (BAC) of the 
Philippine National Police. 

‘The BAC approved in April resolu- 
tions calling for a “negotiated procure- 
ment" and "direct contracting,” instead 
of a public bidding in the purchase of 
the equipment, the documents said. 

Under negotiated procurement, а 
buyer directly negotiates with a "tech- 


In direct contracting or single source 
procurement, a supplier is simply asked 
to submit a price quotation or a “pro- 
forma invoice,” together with the con 
ditions of sale. The offer may be accept- 
ed immediately or after negotiations. 
Using the P1 billion set aside by Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo in January for 
the PNR the police are acquiring 203 
patrol cars worth P162 million, 12 600- 


The police have already chosen the 
suppliers and are now awaiting deliv- 
ery of the vehicles and handguns, offi- 
cials said. 

Asource in the security establishment 
told the Inquinex that the justifications 
cited by the BAC when it dispensed with 
a public bidding "were not ap." 

The hosting of international events, 
for one, is not among the conditions set 


summit (and) there would be no suffi- 
cient time if we go through a regular 


nically, legally and financially c 
supplier, contractor or consultant.” 


able 


сс motorcycles worth P9.6 million, and 
5,000 firearms worth P151 million, ас- 
cording to the BAC resolutions. 


by law that allow for alternative modes 
of procurement, said the source, who 
NOBIDDING/AT 


Rizal’s characters still live in our midst 


By Dr. Amalia Cullarin Rosales 
Contributor 


(The author is the president of the Philippine As- 
sociation of Teachers of History and Rizal.—£d.) 


MORE THAN A CENTURY AFTER JOSE Р RIZAL 

wrote Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo, the 
characters in his novels still live today. 

As the nation 

,COMMENTARY marked on June 12 

the golden anniver- 

sary of the passage by Congress of Republic Act 

No. 1425, or the Rizal Law, the man described by 

its authors as the staunchest apostle of Filipino na- 
tionalism has gained further relevance. 

‘The Noli and the Fili mirror the character of the 
Filipinos yesterday and today. 

‘Among these characters are Sefior Pasta, who 
seeks only his own advancement, is unmindful of 
the sufferings of his countrymen, and personifies 
every Filipino who does not question the policies 
of the government; Capitan Tiago, who is sub- 
servient to the officials of the government and the 
Catholic and other religious hierarchies, and 
whose likes are still in our midst; and Cabesang 
Tales, who was driven to become a rebel because 
of injustice and who personifies Filipinos forced to 
Jeave their families and join the rebels because of 
Injustice and disenchantment with the way the 
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A WALK at Rizal Park means a double celebration for this man and his child on Father's Day and the eve of the 


145th birth anniversary of national hero Jose Rizal, 
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Aussie economists find 
money delays life, death 


SYDNEY—NONEY CANT 
buy love or happiness, but 
it can delay both fe and 
death, according to two 
Australian economists. 

‘An announcement in the 
government's May 2004 
budget that a “Baby 


Bonus" of A$3,000 
AUSSIE/AS 


Loss of lives 
unavoidable, 
says Gonzalez 


GMA's hardline 
policy vs Reds 
will crush her 


By Amando Doronila 


THE CALL OF PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo in Isabela last week to crush the 37-year- 
old communist insurgency in two years, in at 
least three “critical areas,” cannot simply be 
reduced to the worn-out cliché, “all-out war 
against the Left.” 

Thecallrepresentsa = mmm 
major policy initiative | ANALYSIS 
of Ms Arroyo for ће + 
last three years of her administration with 
strong ideological overtones. 

The Isabela initiative sharpens the admin- 
istration's tendency toward strong-arm rule. 
It is raised for the first time since the Marcos 
regime's anticommunism stance as a polariz- 
ing issue upon which the Arroyo administra- 
tion seeks to mobilize broad political support 
to ensure serving out its term till 2010. 

In pursuing this line, the Arroyo adminis- 
tration has taken a big gamble. It is mocked 
by the history of failure of most Philippine ad- 
ministrations since 1946 to crush the commu- 
nist movement militarily. 

‘Within a time frame of three years before 
Ms Arroyo's term expires, and with limited 
military and economic resources at its dispos- 
al, the initiative faces skepticism over its suc- 
cess and invites criticism that itis undertaking 
а foolish project without carefully consider- 
ing its political costs. 

‘The Isabela project was launched even be- 
fore the successful completion of the first ma- 
јог political initiative of this administration 
—the revision of the 1987 Constitution lead- 
ing tothe shift from the presidential system to 
the parliamentary system. This first policy ini- 


A Rizal admirer, 
envoy writes 2 
poems for RP 


By Volt Contreras 


IN MARCH, A EUROPEAN PAID HOMAGE TO 
Dr. Jose Rizal by translating the national 
hero's immortal poem "Mi Ultimo Adios" into 
the Czech language. 

He not only presented his “gift” but also re- 
cited the Spanish original from memory to 
great applause at the Rizal Shrine at Fort San- 
tiago in Intramuros, Manila. 

That earlier tribute, however, was appar- 
ently not enough for Jaroslav Ludva, the 
Czech Republic's ambassador to the Philip- 
pines. 

Ludva has since penned new verses in his 
fascination of the martyr-patriot whose 145th 
birth anniversary falls today, and of the milieu 
in which the Filipino genius lived. 

‘Adopting the same lyrical format and lus- 
cious Spanish used by Rizal in "Mi Ultimo," 
the ambassador from Prague came up with 
two more poems, this time casting a romantic 
gaze on his host city and on the whole 
archipelago, 
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2 retired colonels 
linked to Oakwood 
plot, Gringo nabbed 


By Luige А. del Puerto 


POLICE AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AGENTS CAP- 
tured in separate raids on Saturday two retired officers 
who had been charged with rebellion together with ex- 
Sen. Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan in connection with the 
failed July 2003 Oakwood mutiny, the military said. 


‘Armed Forces of the Philippines 
spokesperson Brig. Gen. Jose Angel 
Honrado said retired Colonels Romeo 
Lazo and Virgilio Briones, leaders of 
the Philippine Guardians Brother- 
hood Inc., were arrested separately in 
Quezon City. Neither resisted arrest. 

‘They were undergoing tactical in- 
terrogation, Honrado said. It was not 
immediately clear where they were 
being held, however. 

Both police spokesperson Senior 
Supt. Samuel Pagdilao and Honrado 
said they did not have the informa- 
tion as of press time. 

“All I know is that they were arrest- 
ed and will be presented tomorrow in 
Malacafiang. Thats the information 1 
got," Pagdilao said. 

“I was informed (they were 
brought to) Camp Caringal yester- 
day,” said Honrado. Camp Caringal is 
the headquarters of the Quezon City 
Police District. 


Ata fastfood restaurant 

Lazo was arrested at around 7:30 
a.m by agents of the Intelligence Ser- 
vices of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines and policemen from the 
Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group in Novaliches, Quezon City. 

Six hours later, follow-up opera- 
tions led authorities to Briones ага 
fastfood restaurant at the Mufioz 
Market, also in Quezon City. 

lazo and Briones each had a 
P500,000 bounty on their heads after 


the justice department filed rebellion. 
charges in February against them and. 
five other retired officers, including 
Honasan, who has since gone under- 
ground. 

Military spokesperson Col. Tristan 
Kison said the arresting teams served 
arrest warrants on the two issued by 
the Makati Regional Trial Court early 
this year for their alleged roles in the 
2003 failed coup. 


Big blow 

Honrado hailed their arrests as а 
big blow to forces that had been try- 
ing to destabilize the Arroyo adminis- 
tration. 

"Everyone involved with the desta- 
bilization who has a warrant and is 
arrested [it] is a big accomplish- 
ment,” he said. 

Lazo and Brioness arrests came 
nearly two months after police 
caught another coup suspect, Ernesto 
Macahiya, a former banker and a 
colonel in the reserve force. 

Macahiya, who also had a 
P500,000 bounty on his head, was ar- 
rested in April by police and military 
operatives in Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 

Honasan, however, remains on the 
lam. 

‘The police have put up PS million 
for any information that would lead 
to the arrest of Honasan, a charismat- 
icmilitary colonel who had led sever- 
а] coup attempts against the Aquino 
administration in the 1980s; РІ mil- 


Auction Dates: 
June 30 - July 3, 2006 


lion for retired Capt. Felix Turingan, 
and P250,000 each for George Duldu- 
lao and Lina Reyes, both said to be 
staffers of the former senator. 

They were charged with commit- 
ting the crime of coup d'etat on Feb. 
24, the day President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo placed the country under a state 
of emergency. 

The restired officers’ case stemmed 
up from the takeover in July 2003 of 
the Oakwood Premier hotel in Makati 
City by 300 renegade junior officers 
and soldiers who demanded the res- 
ignation of Ms Arroyo and other offi- 
cials over alleged corruption. 

The rebel soldiers, who became 
known as the Magdalo group, later 
surrendered after intense negotia- 
tions. Their leaders have since been 
detained in military camps. 

Most of the soldiers involved in. 
2003 uprising have been released af- 
ter entering into a plea bargain and 
getting relatively light punishments 
that included one-year imprison- 
ment. A few dozen alleged mutiny 
leaders, however, are being tried be- 
fore a civilian and military court. 


Lighter punishment 

Tn April, 59 lieutenants and non- 
commissioned officers agreed to ad- 
mit their guilt to a lesser offence in 
exchange for a lighter punishment on 
charges of mutiny, conduct unbecom- 
ing an officer and a gentleman, and 
disrespect to the President. 

In May 2005, 184 soldiers benefit- 
ed from a plea bargain: 

They were sentenced to one-year 
jail terms, a three-rank demotion and 
forfeiture of basic pay for some 
months. 

At least 29 officers and two enlist- 
ed personnel still face coup charges in 
а civilian court while the rest face 
three to four cases in a military tri- 
bunal. With AR Reuters reports 
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LOCAL residents gaze at Mt. Bulusan from a pier in Sorsogon Sunday as the volcano continues to 
‘emit steam and ash. Residents have been warned to stay out of the 4-кт danger zone around the. 


volcano which is showing increased signs of activity. 


More emiss 
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eruption near—Phivolcs 


By Nifio Jesus Orbeta and Bobby Labalan, . 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau, 

and Blanche S. Rivera 

SORSOGON CITY—MT. BULUSAN SPEWED 
а massive column of ash about 2 km into the 
sky at 3:56 p.nt. yesterday, sending residents 
of surrounding areas fleeing for cover. 

Tt was the latest in a series of ash explosions 
that have raised fears the 1,565-meter high 
Bulusan, one of the most active of the 22 volca- 
noes that have erupted within recorded history 
in the Philippines, might be ready to blow. 

The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology based in Sorsogon said at 7:30 
a.m. yesterday that it had recorded four vol- 
canic earthquakes and one brief tremor in the 
past 24 hours. The ash drifted northwest to- 
wards Juban and Magallanes towns, said vol- 
canologist Orlando Guardacasa. 

“It’s expected, considering the recent activity 
of Bulusan. Even in March, we've been saying 
that explosions might occur in Bulusan, and 
they've been increasing since May 31,” Phivolcs 
chief Renato Solidum said in Manila yesterday. 

Bulusan has erupted 15 times, most recent- 
lyin November 1994, though minor eruptions 
have been recorded on April 29, May 25, May 
31, June 3, June 7, June 10 and June 13, 
2006, with the intervals between explosions 
becoming shorter and shorter. 

Solidum said alert level 2 remained raised on 
Bulusan. The volcano was being monitored close- 
ly for “magma moving up from below” a major 
factor indicating a possible eruption, he said. 

Residents were advised to avoid the 4-km 


ERES danger zone which Phivolcs said 

“was at tisk of Being hit by sudden steam or ash 
EXPLOSIONS s, esti, 

sen ir teas та the wWOZbut 
downwind of the crater would also be ad- 
versely affected by ashfalls during explosions, 
Phivolcs warned. 

Residents near the river or stream channels 
have been advised to be watchful of sudden 
volcanic flows because ash and other loose 
volcanic deposits from the upper slopes may 
be “remobilized” and impact areas near the 
danger zone. 

Phivolcs raised its alert level on Bulusan to a 
precautionary 2 earlier this month and remind- 
ed residents on Thursday to stay away from the 
‘mountain after its crater belched clouds of ash. 

At level 3 an explosion is considered possi- 
Ме, at level 4 it is seen as likely and at level 5, 
the highest alert, an eruption has occurred, 
with lava flows or ash columns reaching 6 km. 

Casiguran town Mayor Edwin Hamor said 
he had ordered local police units to start the 
evacuation of residents from Imlagadian vil 
lage, which is inside the PDZ, because of Bu- 
lusan's increased activity. 

"The residents there refused to leave their 
homes," Hamor said. “We were just obeying the 
orders of the President to move people on the vol- 
cano slopes to much safer areas. We don't want to. 
sacrifice lives in case of a major eruption." 

Juban Mayor Tess Guab-Fragata said that 
thick ashfall rained down on the villages of Put- 
ing Sapa, Buraburan and Guruyan in Juban and 
Bolos village in Irosin. With а report from Bob- 
by Q. Labalan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Cabinet has ‘mixed feelings’ 
about Sto. Tomas departure 


By Christine O, Avendafio 


BIDDING GOODBYE TO “ONE OF THE BEST 
Cabinet members" of the Arroyo administra- 
tion, Malacañang admitted yesterday it was 
"sad" to see Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. 
Tomas go. 

Sto. Tomas takes on the less stressful job of 
chairing the Development Bank of the Philip- 
pines, Arturo Brion will replace her as labor 
secretary on July 3. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said fellow 
Cabinet members had “mixed feelings" about 
Sto. Tomas's departure. 

“Оп the one hand, we are happy that she 
got her wish to have a change of pace and то 
have more time with her family But we are al- 
so sad to sce one of the best Cabinet members 
leave the official family" Bunye: 

Sto. Tomas was one of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's most loyal officials, having re- 
fused to join the Hyatt 10, a group of Cabinet 
members and other government officials who 
resigned last year and called on Ms Arroyo to 
do the same. 

But she had long wanted out of the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Employment. 

In his "View from the Palace" column, Bun- 


a 


ye praised Sto. Tomas for a job well done dur- 
ing her five-year watch, which included keep- 
ing unemployment and strikes to a minimus 

“Part of her legacy is a single-digit strike 
rate, from 60 strikes in the year 2000 to only 
nine during the first half of this year. She was 
also а contributory to single-digit unemploy- 
ment rate and the continued rise of employ- 
ment levels in the past five years,” the presi- 
dential spokesperson said. 

Sto, Tomas was also praised for strengthen- 
ing the programs of the Overseas Workers 
Welfare Administration (OWWA), which dur- 
ing her term was able to attain a budget sur- 
plus. 

OWWA funds reached a “record level of 
P10 billion," Bunye noted, adding that the 
agency also managed to reduce its operating 
expenses by half, thereby allowing funds to be 
earmarked for other programs and services 
forits members. 

“We certainly wish her the best of luck in 
her new job as chair of the Development Bank 
of the Philippines while we welcome aboard 
her worthy replacement, legal luminary and 
labor relations expert Arturo Brion, who is 
himself an old hand in the department," Bun- 
yesaid. 
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No need to take flawed initiative to court, says Nene 


By TJ Burgonio ‘Supreme Court because we believe not wholesale revisions. As President years ago, he had the people's initiative of Sigawng тепе through a people's initia- 
the law is on our side. Those who “If there's no law supporting а backed a similar initiative to Bayan, that’s going to fail. Noth- tive, according to AdCom offi- 
THE PEOPLE'S INITIATIVE believe otherwise should take people's initiative, it ‘doesn’t mat- amend the Charter and extend his ing will happen to it," Enrile said 
mounted across the country to whatever steps they want to take," ter whether it's backed by [ex- е high court ruled that over radio station dzBB. 
amend the Constitution is so Pimentel said in an interview. President Fidel] Ramos, this will фе Initiative and Referendum Act “It will be thrown out by the 
legally and constitutionally Pimentel asserted the people's always be illegal and will haveno мас "inadequate” tosupportthis. Supreme Court unless the court 
flawed there's no need to question initiative assiduously pursued by binding legal effect,” he stressed. Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, for his allows itself to be used,” he said. Article 17 of the Constitution 
it before the Supreme Court, беп. the Sigaw ng Bayan toamend the Ramos on Saturday had advised part, indicated that even ifRamos Ramos had committed to sup. which states that any amendment 
ate Minority Leader Aquilino 1987 Constitution wasn't backed Charter change p threw his support behind the port President MacapagalAr- or revision to the Charter may be 
"Nene" Pimentel Jr said yester- by an enabling law but was Y = Sigaw ng Bayan-led people's ini- royo's Charter Change Advocacy proposed by Congress upon а 
lay. meant only to introduce piece- h igna- бабе, this would not prosper., Commission'spushforashifttoa vote of three-fourths of all its 
“We are not that eager to go the meal amendments to the Charter, ture mode was constitutional "s talking of supporting parliamentary form of govern- members. 


cials. DN 
Enrile said that for such an ini- 

tiative to prosper, its proponents 

need only amend the provision of 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


AFTER HIS FACT-FINDING COMMISSION'S 
recommendations were ignored, Sorsogon 
Bishop Arturo Bastes yesterday vowed more 
protest actions following the governments 
decision to allow the Australian firm 
Lafayette Philippines Inc. to resume mining 
operations on Rapu-Rapu Island in Albay. 

“We will continue with our protests," Bastes 
said over the Church-run Radio Veritas, citing 
the big rally against the decision last June 15. 

‘The outspoken bishop said that by allowing 
Lafayette to resume operations against the 
Commissions recommendations and loud 
protests, the government seemed to be telling 
the company to "rape us some more." 

slike the country is being prostituted,” 
hesaid. 

“I can't understand the decision of the 
DENR to let them (Lafayette) have a test run," 
Bastes said. “They will run without taking in- 
to consideration our recommendations 
(against) the serious effects (of mining opera- 
tions) both to our people and the country. We 
are being fooled.” 

Bastes told Veritas that he was “very dis- 
appointed” with the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources’ decision to 
temporarily lift its suspension order on 
Lafayette following two illegal discharges 
of mining tailings in October last year. 

The decision allowed Lafayette to resume 
operations for 30 days during which the 
DENR would determine if the remedial mea- 
sures put up by the company would work. 

Bastes said that before making the deci 
sion, Environment Secretary Angelo Reyes 
had invited him to a meeting, but the bishop 
instead sent representatives, including mem- 
Bers of the commission. 

During the meeting, Bastes said experts 
from Lafayette agreed with the findings of the 
commission. 
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says bishop 


“Despite that, Secretary Reyes allowed 
Lafayette to continue, meaning the lobby of 
Lafayette is very strong, powerful, meaning 
they have more respect for foreigners than for 
‘our own people,” the bishop said. 

Bastes, who headed the піпе-тап commis- 
sion formed by Malacafiang to look into the 
mining operations on Rapu-Rapu, had recom- 
mended that Lafayette's environmental com- 
pliance certificate be cancelled; a ban be im- 
posed on all mining operations on Rapu-Ra- 
pu, and the Mining Act of 1995 be reviewed, 

Bastes said his optimism had been partly 
buoyed by expressions of support coming 
from key government officials. 

He noted that Rep. Joey Salceda, one of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's economic ad- 
visers, showed up at last week's rally in 
Legazpi City and even delivered a speech “ve- 
hemently” against Lafayette. 

“Не is very mad at Lafayette and I'm happy 
that a top government official, а key support- 
er of President Arroyo, is showing support for 
ош cause,” he told the Ioumta in a telephone 
interview. 

Salceda said he was disgusted with the de- 
cision to allow Lafayette to operate. A revoca- 
tion of Lafayette's license would have been 
proportional punishment for the serious vio- 
lation of environmental and mining laws, he 
said. 

High school students in Legazpi City have 
joined protesters condemning the resumption 
of mining activities on Rapu-Rapu. 

Students from Aquinas University, St. 
‘Agnes Academy and other Catholic schools 
joined the protest action organized by the 
“Save Rapu-Rapu Alliance" composed of rep- 
resentatives from the Church, academe, non- 
government organizations and militant 
groups from the Bicol region. 

Estimates of the crowd ranged from 6,000 
108,000. With Ephraim Aguilar, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


Band controversy surrounds 
Brunei invite to PMA cadets 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


FORT DEL PILAR, BAGUIO CITY—GRADUAT- 
ing cadets of the Philippine Military Academy 
will perform a silent drill parade for Brunei's 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah on his 60th birth- 
day next month. 

Bolkiah's birthday is on July 15, but Bru 


‘Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

Some PMA officers have questioned why 
the Brunei invitation had named the AFP 
marching band instead of the PMA band. 

“We were very disappointed,” a member of 
the PMA band told reporters here on Satur- 
day. He said the PMA band had always accom- 
panied the cadets' silent drill performances. 
The PMA band was also more familiar with 


Darussalam is hosting a three-day celebratio; пе cadets’ repertoire. 


highlighted by a “world military tattoo show”, 
or military exercises accompani а 
bands, according to Philippine Air Force Capt. 
Dennis Solomon, PMA information officer. 

А military tattoo is а drum beat or bugle 
call to alert soldiers or sailors to return to 
quarters in the evening, 

This was the first time PMA cadets had 
been asked to exhibit their silent drill skills 
abroad, Solomon said on Saturday. 

He said that Bolkiah offered to shoulder the 
cadets’ week-long stay there, but PMA offi- 
cials said they would fly the 80 cadets to 
Brunei in a Philippine military plane. 

"This early, the cadets’ Brunei trip is already 
causing friction among members of the 


The minor tiff on which band would join 


-by чёнош һе cadets in the Philippine delegation to 


Brunei was “completely unnecessary.” said 
Solomon. ^ 

A copy of the Brunei invitation to the Philip- 
pine military attaché showed that the AFP 
band was asked to join the local delegation, 

Solomon said the country’s participation in 
the "tattoo" was worked out last month during 
the Manila visit of Maj. Gen. Dato Paduka Seri 
Haji Awang Halbi bin Haji Md Yussof, com- 
mander of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces. 

The PMA contingent would be given 45 
minutes to perform their drill — longer than 
the time allotted to other performing guests, 
Solomon added. 
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GMA foes to hold vigil for second impeach ғар = 


From page Al 


Lawyer Н. Harry Roque said citizens’ groups 
will hold a vigil June 25-26, when the one-year 

an on the filing of an impeachment complaint 
against the President expires. 

Lozano, who shot to national prominence as 
a leader of the Ferdinand Marcos loyalists after 
the ouster of the dictator and later as а 
so-called “ambulance chasing lawyer” of 
high-profile legal cases, outsmarted the House 
minority when he filed a complaint to unseat 
the President on June 26, 2005. 

Ms Arroyo's allies in the House 
sentatives quashed the opposition stalwarts’ 
subsequent impeachment complaint, claim- 
ing that it was prohibited under the Constitu 
tion since Lozano had beaten them to the 
punch. They also dismissed Lozano's com- 
plaint for insufficiency of substance. 

“We are going to have a Bantay Oliver 
‘watch so that Oliver Lozano would not beat 

ill stake out the House,” said 
ееп a volunteer lawyer for 
impeachment team. 

id groups supporting the President's 
impeachment were wrapping up plans to hold 
an overnight vigil from Sunday evening to 
Monday morning next weel 

“We will make sure that on the first minute 
of the order of business on June 26, which is 
the first year anniversary of Oliver Lozano's 
complaint, we will file the impeachment com. 
plaint,” Roque said. 


Symbolic human chain 

‘ome were even suggesting that we form 
а human chain around the House but ( the 
Batasan complex) is quite big so what we will 


Aussie ... 


From page Al 
(USS2,250) would be pai 
оп or after July 1 that year saw more than 
1,000 births delayed, Australia National Uni- 
‘Andrew Leigh and Melbourne Bu 


for each child born 


“We estimate that 700 births were shifted 
from the last week of June 2004 into the first 
week of July 2004," Leigh said. 

“But more troubling, we found that around 
300 births were moved by more than two 
weeks,” he added. 

Leigh said that using daily births data, he 
and Gans found that there were more births 

1, 2004 than on any other date in the 
past 30 years. 

The babies who had to wait a while so their 
parents could cash in on their births were 
mostly delivered by caesarean section or in 
duction, Leigh told Agence France-Presse. 

‘The two economists found similar blips in 

th records of 1979 when the govern- 
abol heritance tax. 
than being slapped a maximum 
28-percent tax on the value of their estates, a 
gnificant number of rich people put off 
wing their final breath until July 1 when 
vere {тее to die untaxed, the two г 
searchers said. 

“Over half of those who would have paid 
inheritance tax in its last week of operation 
managed to avoid doing so,” Leigh and Gans 
said. 

‘There were “noticeably fewer deaths dur- 
ing the last week of June than in the бтз 
of July.” they said, estimating that about 50 
wealthy people manag heat the ta 
man, 

The two economists conceded that rela- 
tives of the dead may have fiddled the date of 
their loved ones’ deaths to protect their inher- 
itance 

The two researchers, however, said this 
was not the case in the births data, 

“The share of births that were ind 
and/or delivered by caesarean sectioi 
particularly high in July 2004,” Gans said. 

"This suggests that мете not merely ob. 
serving misreporting of babies birt 
dates—there was a 


was 
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1st Reading: 

Gospe! 

Jesus said to his disciples, 
thar it was said: An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth. But 1 tell you this: do not oppose 
evil with evil; if someone slaps you on your 
right cheek, turn and offer the other. If some- 
опе sues you in court for your shirt, give your 
coat as well. If someone forces you to go one 
mile, go also the second mile, Give when 

sked and do nor turn your back on anyo 
‘who wants to borrow 
Commentary 

Alb once again sins by taking the vineyard 
оја poor man Naboth. tis all that Naboth has. 
‘Ahab is abetted by Jezebel who does it for him, 
and has Naboth stoned to death. Then Ahab 
goes on to take the vineyard or his own. 

Jesus tells us in the gospels abour violence, 
condemning it outright: по murder, no vio- 
lence, no harm to another; and then goes on to 
say that we must learn to live by offering no vi 
olent resistance no matter what is done to us. 
We must learn the way of one who resists as 
sus resists—with the truth and in the Spirit; to 
ше what surprises and takes others off guard, 


lage 
1101 Que 
i 


Tupz//mis 
Claretans in the Philippines) 


have are symbolic acts. But we will 
‘make sure that we will be the first to file 
a complaint this time," he added. 

The House minority also has an- 
nounced it would lodge new impeach- 
ment charges against Ms Arroyo. He 
allies had squelched previous oppo: 
tion allegations she had manipulat 
the May 2004 presidential election and. 
committed other acts constituting what 
it had said were culpable violations of 
the Constitution. 

Roque said leading civic and reli- 
gious leaders would fle in the House of 

presentatives the complaint charging 
Ms Arroyo with culpable violation of 
the Constitution and betrayal of public 
trust in a bid to cover up alleged elec- 
tion fraud. 

Claims of poll shenanig 
vealed last year in purported wi 
conversations between the President and 


illano. Both 
Jano have denied any wrongdoing. 


The new complainants include 
Balanga Bishop Socrates Villegas, a pro- 
tégé of the late Manila Archbishop 
Jaime Cardinal Sin; University of the 
Philippines professor Randy David; for- 
mer Supreme Court Justice Isagani 
Cruz; writer Bievenido Lumbera, and 
activist Nini Оше: 


it launching 
the formal launching 
impeachment complai 
would be held this afternoon at the 
Manila Polo Club. 

Dej Leader Gilbert 
Remulla said the House minority would 
try to obtain by Monday the 79 votes 
needed to have the complaint approved 
by the Hous 

“We're working on it, but I think it's 
going to be a creeping impeachmer 
again. It should be a slow but sure pro- 


had abated, there was still the need for 


Ms Arroyo to answer the controversies 
plaguing her administration. 

"The climate may be dif but 
that doesn't mean that the passion is 
dead. It may be lower but th 
portunity to bring things ba 
Remulla added. 

The House minority 

ould accuse Ms Arroyo of 

ictatorial powers” to suppress “all dis- 
sent as evidenced” by the administra- 
tion’s “calibrated preemptive response” 
(CPR) against rallies, the proclamation 
of a national emergency in February, 
and the issuance of Executive Order No. 
464, Roque said. 


complaint 


Landmark court decisions 

In landmark decisions, the Supreme 
Court has declared unconstitutional the 
CPR measure and Ms Arroyo's prohibi- 
tion against military and government 
officials from testifying in congression- 
al hearings in aid of legislation. 

While the court upheld Ms Arroyo's 
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proclamation of an emergency, it dé 

clared illegal acts committed under th 

emergency declaration without secur- 
ing legistative approval. 

The opposition has said the high tri- 
bunal's ns affirmed apprehen- 
sions that Ms Arroyo was resorting to 
strong-arm rule to keep herself in pov 
er amid a lingering crisis of legitimacy 

Roque also said Ms Arroyo should be 
‘made to answer claims she was “pro- 
moting a culture of impunity because of 
the widespread and systematic killing” 
oflleftist activists. 

He added that the complaint would 
allege that the President continued “to 
hang on to power because she's enrich- 
ing herself" as shown by the fertil 
scam and other corruption scandals. 

However, House Majority Leader 


Prospero Nograles said he doubted фара 


the minority 
even the 51 signatories it got last 
"From the looks of it, I think they would 
only get half of what they had,” he said 
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Rizal’s characters still live in our midst — Rizalistas 


From page Al 


country is governed. 
What about the indolent students in 
« Rizal's time? Are they still with us? Yes, 
of course. They are the students who are 
тоо lazy to study and wait only for holi- 
days. 

‘What about the respectable professors 
whg, instead of transmitting good values 
toheir students, teach them to be cor- 
rupt by asking them for gifts in exchange 
fofpassing grades? 

hat about the likes of Doña Victori- 
па? Have we done away with women 
ег? Sad to say, she is stil very much 
with us, in the persons of women con- 
ceifled only with themselves and with- 
oupa thought for their fellowmen. 

How many Ben Zaybs do we have in 
média today—reporters who are insensi- 
tiveto the truth and refuse to write about 

Fit И сапзе ће powers-that-be might be 
igpleased? 
E? These characters are still with us. Only 
the names have changed. 


; Rizal's legacies 

[7 Rizal asa subject is a very powerful ve- 
(hicle from which we can draw the best 
Пёззопв. The national hero's intellectual 
legacy speaks of values every Filipino 
cannot fail to observe if he really cares 
| for his country and people. He desired 
| the uplift of human dignity. Thus, his pri- 
mordial concern was the development of 
| total man. 


“Deprive а mari of his dignity and you 
will not only deprive him of his moral 
stamina but you also render him useless 
even to those who want to make use of 
him," Rizal said. “Every being in creation 
has his spur ... his mainspring; man, his 
self-respect. Take it away from him and 
he becomes a corpse.” 


National unity 

Rizal emphasized moral foundation, 
national sentiments, virtues and skills. 

He championed the spirit of uni- 
ty—his obsession, as proven by his state- 
ment: “I want to be everything except as 
a disturber of a union." 

Regionalism disgusted him. “Do not 
stir up regionalism. If we have some 
good customs or virtues, it ought to be 
attributed to all provinces, to all sons 
of the Philippines. Instead of working 
to be a province, aspire to be a na- 
tion." 

This kind of spirit of unity will put to 
shame some of our leaders today. For 
how many of them would not sacrifice 
the unity of the country so they could 
continue holding on to power while 
amassing wealth? 

Godliness was also one virtue Rizal 
never abandoned even if he was accused 
of fighting the Catholic Church. Fifty 
years after RA 1425 was passed, are 
there proofs to show its relevance to the 
times? Is there а need for the Rizal 
course to be kept in the curriculum? Are 
the objectives of the law—awakening 


nationalism among the youth and devel- 
oping their pride in their nation's her- 
itage—being realized? 


What students say 

Asa teacher, Ihave thought ofa way to 
get the answers from my students.  re- 
quire them to answer an opinionnaire. 
То get their most honest answers, 1 do 
not require them to write down their 
names. Here are their most common re- 
actions: 

© The course opened my eyes to the 
greatness of the Filipinos. It paved the 
‘way for me to give something of myself 
for the country. 

ө This course is for all time. Rizal's 
writings are comparable to the 
Bible—relevant to all generations. 

ө I discovered the defects of our peo- 
ple during Rizal's time—the same de- 
fects are still in existence until now. How 
can these be remedied? The cure is love 
of country. I found this in the pages of the 
novels of Rizal. 

* 1 want to emulate his deeds, his 
love for the country, especially. This 
would not have been possible had I not 
enrolled in this subject. 

* What an important subject! Know- 
ing the injustices suffered by our ances- 
tors, we would not want to experience 
the same. To avoid this, we should learn 
how to be nationalistic. 

© The messages of Rizal are still very 
relevant today—for the youth to love 
their country and defend it and their 


rights asa people against any foreigner 


The lame boy 

From among the thousands of stu- 
dents whose lives have been touched by 
Rizal, I will never forget a lame boy who 
told me: “My study of the life and works 
Rizal opened my mind to the importance 
of education. These works of Rizal .. 
will be my torch to guide me in (my) new 
outlook of the world. 1 am physically 
handicapped, but this will not prevent 
me from being useful not only to myself 
and my family but also to my country. I 
desire to be of help to my country, to con- 
tribute whatever little things 1 can do in 
my country's march to progress.” 

How many of our countrymen en- 
домей with knowledge and good health 
have the same dreams for the Philip- 
pines? 


Gray hairs as thorns 

What this physically challenged youth 
said reminds us of what Isagani, the ide- 
alistic youth in El Filibusterismo, stated 
before Señor Pasta, the selfish lawyer: 

“If I have gray hairs like yours and I 
would look back to the past and I would 
remember that 1 only worked for my own 
selfish interest and I had not done any- 
thing good for my country, which had 
given me everything, and for my coun- 
trymen who helped me to live, then ev- 
ery gray hair that 1 have will serve as 
thorn which will give me shame instead 
of honor” 


А Rizal admirer, envoy writes 2 poems for RP 


Irem page At 


(For publication in the Ingum- 

| en, Ludva had his works translat- 

ed into English by professor 

| Trinidad Regala of the University 
| of the Philippines.) 

Ina piece titled "Manila," Ludva 

| conveys a foreigner’ pleasures of 


being in a city that wakes up in the 
morning as the “Orient’s youthful 
lass,” who then turns into a "sweet, 
mature mestiza” at noon, and then 
into a lover who “taste(s) of the 
West" at night. 

Kiss her, he playfully writes, 
and one can savor aftertastes of 
tinola and lechon, flavors of rice 


and leche flan. 


Gems of the Orient. 

In the second poem, "Gems of 
the Orient Seas (Joyas del Mar de 
Levante),” Ludva marvels at the 
three-island groups—Luzon, the 
Visayas and Mindanao—as fairy- 
tale princesses who promise а 


paradise for “sincere” lovers. 


These “sisters 


per stanza, with a 


should, therefore, not be touched 
"ifintents impure,” he warns. 
Ludva said he wrote the first 
poem in the same style that 
shaped "Mi Ultimo": Five lines 


the first, third and fourth lines, 


by blood" thesecond and fifth. 


rhyme ending 


| 
| 
| 
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Tayoy magsaya, у 


Kalimutan muna ang problema 
Майапалал нуз i 
Капа hanggang umaga. 

v Si tatay nanay, S teat st aya < 

Kasama ang lahat ng buong parilya 


Tayo nai mapkantahen, 
Hanan nagessayawan 
Problèma malilimutan. 
то айр aing katangan 


XTREME 


a 


MANNY PRC SG 


XTREME MAGIC SING! 


in Spanish. 


friends that 


guage,” he noted. 
Typical Latin city 


city" he opined. 


Ambassador 
Appliances, ne. [g X 
Mail More 


Business Comers trementes 


Ф 


[сэ с 


GATSANO juny аеиансє 


@ Optimum Trader 


739-2880 


IMD Electron 736 3880 Joy's Ee 


Downtown (05) 800-0225, Ocamipo's Emporium 45) 8340084 Ocampo 
io Bazaar (0753844 2560 (078)848-2250- УАН Party 


17 Annapolls St. Gr 


janes? 


il 
-9999, 726-2443, 726-2449 


Notional” 


Rewsnanor 


Ks Et 


СУ” € soupmark 


AES „км. — 
(BHFECORPORATION EMCOR 8 @члккетно 


rho MANILA QUIAPO BINONDO AJD Electronica 738-3680. Armstrong Elect 

Salos 738-1882- JER 242-1670 ета Appliances 7051024 

хов. OK Bleetranle 733.0091- Richamd 7331708  Santech Electronics 734-1821 -W & M Marketing 735-4274 , Worldwide Audio & Video 241-344 
‘Cubao 127188 A, Salonga 400-4492» Image Video 528-101 


js Electronics 733-2388- Data Appliances 533-4853- ателе 314-8871- Hark. 
ce 1348804 ust 734-1819- MUC AudioVideo 309-4472 Milennium Electronics 


‘San Juan, Metro Manlia 


www magicsing.com.ph 


Some Book Storo физмат STOR 


тое Enterprise 734-0731- CUBAO! 
shan Audio В Video int 827-1171 


URED м KOREA BY 


ENTER TECH 
ENTER TECH CO. LTO. 


your past.” 
75| Manila 
[5th] 


DEECO 


тот, 
пооп, 

dear lover. 
younude, 


To relish 
grandiose. 


such 
Айше Plaza 
leave tastes ОЁ 

rice and leche flan. 

lest, not abuse 

times, a thick veil you don, 
respect you earn. 

hides not your past. 


honor, you have charm. 


and then another set of rhyme for 


The English versions were cour- 
tesy of Regala, a professor at the De- 
partment of European Languages, 
UP College of Arts & Letters, and 
lecturer at the Instituto Cervantes. 
“I find inspiration in (this 
country's) past whose remains 
can be felt not only in many cor 
ners of Intramuros, but also in the. 
old tavernas everywhere in the 
city as well as in rural areas," he 
said in a recent interview, when 
asked why he preferred to write. 


Preserve last moments 
"The Spanish language is dy- 
ing in the Philippines asit gives 
way to English,” Ludva lamented. 
"Today, we can witness-the,last 
generation of native speakers in 
Manila, but it is still there, here, 
and I want to freeze it, put it on 
paper to preserve the very last 
moments of this lost world for 
both Filipinos and foreigners.” 
“(My wife and 1) have devel- 
oped special feelings for Spanish- 
speaking people, and your best 
example was Rizal himself who 
was a master of that language,” 
said the ambassador, who had 
traveled much around Latin 
‘America and studied in Spain. 
Assigned to the Philippines only 
A last year, Ludva has Filipino 
include families 
which still speak Spanish at home. 
Нез also thankful local cable TV 
-services carry a Spanish channel. 
But sadly, Filipinos and South 
Americans have a lot in com- 
mon—history, religion and men- 
tality—"except the Spanish lan- 


For Ludva, the Philippines is 
“unique in Asia" because its Span- 
ish heritage persists despite the 
spread of English over the last 
century. “Manila is typical Latin 

"I was a student in Madrid and 
many of those feelings I had over 
there Ican feel again here.” 

n the poem, “Manila,” Ludva 
reminds its denizens: “Though 
English you speak, it hides not 


The Orient’s youthful lass at 
‘The sweet, mature mestiza at 
At night you taste of the West, 
From far away 1 come to bare 
beauty 
Your kisses sate my mouth, and 
Tinola and lechon, flavors of 
long to know you—not to mo- 
T take your caprices, when at 
А voyeur 1 am not, and all my 
Though English you speak, it 
You have courage, you have 


‘Your Latin roots I have admired, 
since setting foot upon this land, 


offer prayers 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


ARAYAT, PAMPANGA—LOVE FOR 
truth and justice is what Filipinos must re- 
member of the values that Dr. Jose Rizal 
taught, according to a leader of a cult ven- 
erating the national hero as a god. 

“Amang Hari (Rizal) is the science of 
truth, justice, wisdom and enlighten- 
ment," said Estanislao Malang, 71, as he 
addressed the more than 50 Rizalistas 
who gathered here on Sunday, the eve of 
Rizal's 145th birth anniversary. 

Clad in white or pink robes, they as- 
sembled at the “Señor Ignacio Coronado 
Enchanted Mother Sinukuan Dr. Jose 
Protacio Rizal Universal Shrine,” a less- 
than-a-hectare commune at the foothills 
of Mt. Arayat in Barangay Lacquios here. 

Атап Hari was made the model of 
many leaders and other Filipinos, there 
would be no deceit, no corruption, no 
killings that are rampant now. We would be 
united and living in equality" Malang said 
in Filipino during the mid-day prayer rites. 

Before going to a cubicle for medita- 
tion, he told the INQuinen that Rizalismo, 
or the faith in Rizal, could serve as a "sal- 
babida (life saver)” that Filipinos could 
cling onto so they would "not sink in a 
sea of disorder and helplessness.” 

Malang said they would just have to 
read Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusteris- 
mo to understand Rizal's teachings. 


Ido love you, my El Dorado* 
A lost haven in Asia with a 
touch of Spain. 


Manila 

Por las mañanas una jovencita 
del levante, 

Una mestiza dulce, madura, du- 
rante la siesta, 

Por las noche sabes а poniente 
miquerida amante, 

He venido desde lejos para 
desnudarte, 

Para disfrutar de tu belleza au- 
gusto. 

Tus besos me llenan la boca де 
regusto confuso, 

Hay tinola, arroz, leche flan у 
lechon, 

11 Quiero conocerte sin molestar, 
sin abuso, 

Acepto tus caprichos, a veces te 
pones un velo grueso, 

No te faltare el respeto, no soy 
un miron. 

Hablas ingles pero se te nota tu 
pasado, 

Tienes gracia, 
tienes valor, 

Ти sangre latina desde mi llega- 
da he admirado, 

Me gustas, eres mi El Dorado, * 

Eres un rincon de Asia de sabor 
español. 

*El Dorado, according to a leg- 
end on the Spanish conquest, 
refers to a territory in Latin Amer- 
ica richin gold and other precious 
stones. Hence, anything precious 
or of great value. 


tienes honor, 


Gems of the Orient Seas 

Sisters by blood, identical not, 

A fairytale of three lovely lasses, 

Princesses of the sea, virgins 
well-coddled, 

‘Conceal their charm: 
style, such mystique! 

Three — gems—Mindanao, 
Visayas, Luzon— 

Enchant you, yet are not se- 
duced. 

You, when enamored, shall fail 
to flee; 

Their innocence pure can 
burn, can benumb. 

‘These women divine love or 
die; 

So touch them not if intent’s 
impure. 

А promised paradise, for love 
sincere. 

Oh, Filipinas: Gems of the Ori- 
ent Seas! 


such 


Joyas del Mar de Levante 

Hermanas de sangre, pero no 
identicas, 

Un cuento de hadas sobre tres 
magas dalagas, 

Princesas del mar, birhenes bien 
guardadas, 

Cubren sus encantos, tienen es- 
tilo, son misticas. 

Tres joyas—Mindanao, Visayas, 
Luzon, 

Te atraen pero no se dejan se- 
ducir, 

Una vez te enamoras no puedes 
huir 

Te quema y congela su desnudez 
de requeson. 

Es amar 0 morir, son mujeres. 
divinas, 

No puedes tocarles sin compro- 
miso, 

Si cumples tu palabra te ofrecen 
el paraiso, 

‘Son joyas del mar de levante, las 
Islas Filipinas. 
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agreed to share his information with the In- 
‘quineR on condition of anonymity because he 
did not want to jeopardize his relations with 
his colleagues. 

“Tt Gustification) might not have been 
within the ambit of Republic Act No. 9184 
(the Government Procurement Reform Act),” 
he said. 

RA 9184 provides for alternative modes of 
purchasing subject to the prior approval of 
the head of the procuring entity or his duly 
authorized representative. 

Whenever justified by the conditions pro- 
vided for in the act, the procuring entity 
may, in order to promote economy and effi- 
ciency, resort to alternative methods of pro- 
curement. 


5 alternatives 

There are five alternatives to public bid- 
ding under the law—limited source bidding 
or selective bidding, direct contracting, re- 
peatorder, shopping, and negotiated procure- 
ment. 

"Two of the most applicable conditions un- 
der negotiated procurement are as follows: 

ө In case of imminent danger to life or 
property during a state of calamity, or when 
time is of the essence arising from natural or 
man-made calamities or other causes where 
immediate action is necessary to prevent 
damage to or loss of life or property, or to re- 
store Vital public services, infrastructure facil- 
ities and other public utilities; 

‘© Takeover of contracts, which have been 
rescinded or terminated for causes provided 
for in the contract and existing laws, where 
immediate action is necessary to prevent 
damage to or loss of life or property, or to re- 
store vital public services, infrastructure facil- 
ities and other public utilities. 


Not covered 

The source said international events like 
the Asean summit were not covered by these 
requirements, 

“Coordination made by the Directorate for 
Logistics with the secretariat of this commit- 
tee disclosed that the programmed patrol cars 
are urgently needed because (they) should be 
used initially in connection with the activities 
related to the 12th Asean Summit,” one of the 
resolutions said. 

“If the patrol cars will be procured through 
public bidding, the period needed to com- 
plete the process is estimated at 120 calendar 
days, inclusive of the three months men- 
tioned in Section 38 of RA 9184 within which 
to open the bids and award the contract,” it 
said. 


Cebu meeting 

But the 120 days does not include the peri- 
od of delivery, which usually takes around 90 
days, the documents said. 

Tt would take 210 days or seven months to 
complete the bidding and delivery processes, 
the BAC said. 

This means the patrol cars will not reach 
their destinations, including Cebu province 
where the main meeting shall be held, before. 
the arrival of the bulk of delegates. A series of 
meetings at the ministerial level began in 
May. 


Above-ground 

Director Noe Wong, chief of the PNP Direc- 
torate for Logistics, confirmed that the police 
opted for a negotiated procurement and di- 
rect contracting to avoid delays. 

“They are all above-ground (transactions), 
no shenanigans,” he told the INQuinzR. 

Опе dealer was chosen to supply the PNP 
with Japanese-made patrol cars because it 
had been supplying the agency with vehicles, 
according to Wong. The dealer also has nu- 
merous branches nationwide, making it the 
most accessible firm when it comes to “ser- 
vvices and maintenance.” 

“All our logistical (procurement) is now 
geared toward the Asean summit in Decem- 
ber. There will be 10 heads of state, 10 eco- 
nomic ministers and 10 foreign ministers 
(attending), excluding their staff,” Wong 
said. 

Organizers of the summit had required 
from the police hundreds of patrol cars, mo- 
torcycles, antiriot gear and 888 pieces of 
hand-held communication equipment, 
Wong said. 

But the police received the P1 billion only 
in April. Hence, the decision to use the faster 
route of acquiring the vehicles and equipment 
through negotiated procurement and direct 
contracting, he said. 


Bottom line 

“The bottom line is the (date of the) re- 
lease of the money," said Chief Insp. Ermi- 
lando Villafuerte, secretary of the BAC and 
head of a research unit at PNP Legal Ser- 
vices. 

Under the law, a government office can on- 
ly begin to procure supplies or equipment 
when the Department of Budget and Manage- 
ment bas certified that there is money for it, 


Villafuerte said. 

"While itis true that the hosting of interna- 
tional events or similar activities is not 
specifically cited as one of the conditions for 
negotiated procurement under RA 9184, the 
Government Accounting and Auditing Man- 
ual allows it “whenever the supplies are to be 
used in connection with a project or activity 
which cannot be delayed without causing 
detriment to the public service," the BACsec- 
retary said. 

He said the sécurity of the Asean, summit 
жаз an obligation of the PNP 
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By Tina б. Santos 


MEMBERS OF A LAWYERS’ GROUP HAVE 
‘vowed to assert their rights to free speech and 
assembly at Mendiola which had been turned 
into a no-rally zone by the authorities because 
ofits proximity to Malacafiang. 

‘The Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) 
applied for a rally permit at the office of Mani- 
1а Mayor Lito Atienza last Thursday. 

Lawyer Jose Anselmo Cadiz, IBP president, 
said they intended to hold the protest action 
to be participated in by IBP members, law stu- 
dents and multisectoral groups at the Chino 
Roces (Mendiola) Bridge on June 22 at 2:30 


m. 

Cadiz said the event will “commemorate 
and assert our freedoms of assembly and of 
expression, which are sacred fundamental 
rights guaranteed by [the] Bill of Rights un- 
der our Constitution.” 

Cadiz said partici- 
pants will assemble 
at Claro M. Recto 


‘Avenue in front of the University of the East 
campus at 1:30 p.m. before marching to Men- 
diola. Е 

"А program will be held at the foot of the 
bridge facing Legarda and Recto Streets,” he 
said. He assured the authorities, however, 
that the protesters will not cross the bridge. 

Cadiz also assured Mayor Atienza that or- 
der would be maintained in their ranks and 
their program would end by 5:30 p.m. 

Atienza has yet to act on the IBP's applica- 
tion, but in earlier interviews, the mayor 
maintained Mendiola was a no-tally zone be- 
cause apart from its proximity to Malacafiang, 
there were a number of schools in the vicinity. 

Atienza also said protesters should not in- 
sist on holding mass actions at Mendiola 
which “has been the site of confrontational 
situations that have not been good for the 
country.” 

He recalled the "Mendiola Massacre” of 
1987 where 17 farmers were killed in one of 
the bloodiest police dispersal operations in 
the country. 
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limits of gov't no-rally policy 


"In normal times, we could have allowed 
But we have a different situation now,” Atien- 
za said. 

Last week, 500 militant farmers protesting 
what they called “a bogus land reform pro- 
gram" clashed with Manila's antiriot police at 
the Mendiola bridge. 

‘The city government said rallies would on- 
ly be allowed in Manila's freedom parks, in- 
cluding the Liwasang Bonifacio, Luneta, 
Bonifacio Shrine and Plaza Miranda. 

But Cadiz was optimistic Atienza “will take 
а second look at (our request) and I think we 
have explained very well in our letter that 
there is really nothing wrong with holding a 
rally at Mendiola." 

He said they preferred Mendiola over the 
freedom parks because of the place's histori- 
cal value. 

"(Mendiola) is symbolic and we think it is 
wrong for the government to absolutely ban 
rallies and programs even at the foot of Men- 
diola bridge. It should not be declared a no- 
rally zone," Cadiz said. 


This ‘ukay-ukay’ 
shipment didn't 
make it to stores 


SAN FERNANDO, LA UNION—THE BUREAU 
of Customs here seized some PS million worth 
of ukay-ukay (used clothing and footwear) in 
700 boxes that were being transported to 
Baguio City in two 40-ft container vans last 
Wednesday. 

Edward Baltazar, customs district collector, 
said BOC agents and operatives from the 
Criminal Investigation and Detection Group 
stopped the container vans on the Badiwan 
section’ of the Marcos Highway in Tuba, 
Benguet. 

"The drivers of the two vans were detained 
when they failed to produce documents cov- 
ering their cargo. Their vehicles were escort- 
ed to the customs office at the port. 

Baltazar said the 
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1 goods were shipped 
from Hong Kong and 
entered the county 
through the Manila In- 
temational Container 
Port (MICP). A broker- 
age firm based in In- 
tramuros, Manila, fa- 
clitateditsrelease. , 

‘An investigation i$ 
“now focusing on em: 
j'lóyées from. the 
BOC central office as! 
signed to the MICP 
who apparently al- 
lowed the release of 
the illegal shipment. 


The importation of 
used clothing, unless 
cleared and ap- 
proved by the De- 
partment of Social 
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eese Е „зз М under Republic Act 


iS No. 4763. The penal- 
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Colonel hit 
for painting 
reporter Red 
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COTABATO CITY - THE NATIONAL UNION OF 


Journalists in the 
Philippines (NUJP) 
has assailed an Army 
colonel for saying 
that a radio reporter 
in North Cotabato 
маза communist. 

The NUJP said it 
was alarmed by the 
claim made by Col. 
John Oswald Bucu, 
Commander of the 
Army's 40th Infantry 
Battalion, because it 
could endanger the 
life of Malu Manar of 
station dxND in Kida- 
pawan City. 

The NUP pointed 
ош that most of the 
media persons mur- 
dered in the last few 
years had been alleged 
io belong to leftist 


groups. 
Manar has filed а 
complaint with the 
Amys 602nd In- 
fantry Brigade against 
Bucu for branding her 
a card-carrying mem- 
ber of the New Peo- 
ples Army (NPA), the 
armed wing of the 
Communist Party of 
the Philippines. 
Manar said Bucu 
uttered the allegation 
during a press confer- 
ence in Kidapawan 
Gityon June 7. 
“Маш is an NPA. 
She should accept that. 
‘Communists are now 
accepted anyway" she 
quoted Вист as saying. 
Bucu denied hav- 
ing said Manar was а 
member of the NPA. 
Jeoffrey Maitem, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 
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By Alcuin Papa 


THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HAS 
pulled out for now a controversial sex educa- 
tion module from the public schools after the 
powerful Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP) objected to its content. 
Education. Assistant Secretary Vilma 
Labrador said DepEd Officer їп Charge Fe Hi- 
dalgo had ordered the distribution of the 
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module immediately halted. 

“(DepEd OIC) Fe Hidalgo ordered a stop to the 
distribution of the module after getting feedback,” 
Labrador told reporters in a phone interview. 

Labrador said that, so far, the public high 
schools in only two areas in Metro Manila had 
received the modules as “pilot” areas in the 
sex education program. 

"Before we circulate them [modules] we 
needed to get feedback. So we've been receiving 
а lot of comments,” 
Labrador said. 

Hidalgos earlier 


$88 | suggestion that CBCP 


leaders meet with DepEd officials to discuss 
the matter last week was well received but the 
meeting was moved to this week due to 
scheduling conflicts, Labrador said. 

Hidalgo has denied the public school system 
was promoting premarital sex with its teach- 
ings about condoms and other contraceptives. 

She said the emphasis of the subject on re- 
productive health was the consequences of 
engaging in premarital sex. The goal, she 
said, is to discourage, rather than encourage, 
the sexual act among the unmarried young. 

But in a letter to Hidalgo, Рт. Angelita 
Aguirre, head of Human Life Intemational of 
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DepEd blinks, halts controversial sex module 


the CBCP's Episcopal Commission on Family 
and Life, said they found the inclusion of sex 
education in the high schools “disturbing.” 

The subject, Aguirre wrote, is devoid of 
“full disclosure and truth-telling" because it 
fails to inform the students that a condom 
does not guarantee 100-percent protection 
from sexually transmitted diseases. 

The teaching module obtained by the CBCP 
showed the DepEd was integrating population 
education in such subjects as Health, English, 
Filipino, Araling Panlipunan, science and even 
technology and livelihood education, 

Inthe foreword to the module, Hidalgo said 
that “information and services should be made 
available to adolescents to help them under- 
stand their sexuality and protect them from 
unwanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted 
diseases and the subsequent risk of infertility" 

Moreover, Hidalgo said, the “reproductive 
health needs of this group should be based on in- 
formation that helps them attain a level of matu- 
rity required to make responsible decisions.” 

‘But the module, Aguirre countered, could 
create the wrong impression and encourage 
teenagers to try premarital sex. She said sex 
education was better left to the parents, 
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By Nikko Dizon 


GERMAN AND DUTCH SCHOOL CHILDREN 
have donated а total of 4,000 euros 
(P268,000) for two separate environmental 
projects in the Philippines, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) said. 

Students from the Carousel elementary 
school, located in the city of Gouda in the 
Netherlands, raised 2,000 euros (P134,000) 
for the building of ecological sanitation toilets 
їп two schools in Barangay Nagyubuyuban, 
San Fernando, La Union. 

‘The building of these environment-friendly 
toilets in San Fernando is a program of a 
Dutch nongovernment organization, called 
WASTE and the Center for Advanced Philip- 
pine Studies (CAPS), the DFA said, 

WASTE has been assisting poor communi- 
ties in Batangas and La Union in terms of solid 
‘waste management and sanitation since 1990. 

Carousel's pupils, their parents and teach- 
ers sold cookies, coffee and tea, and staged 
sports competitions as part of their fundrais- 
ing for the WASTE-CAP project. 

"The staff and students made the symbolic 
turnover of funds to Romeo Arguelles, Philip- 
pine ambassador to The Hague who visited 
the school on June 8. 

‘The following day, Philippine Ambassador 
to Germany Delia Albert received a symbolic 
check of 2,000 euros from Princess Gisela of 
Saxony, Germany, during the celebration of 
the 2nd Green Children’s Day in the city of 
Leipzig. 

‘The amount was raised by Leipzig school 
children for the Philippine Biodiversity Con- 
servation Center (BCC) of the Negros Forest 
Ecological Foundation Inc. (ЧЕЕЕ1). 

"The students also adopted two Visayan leop- 
ards that were recently brought to Germany. 

id the ambassador named the 
leopards "Mira" and "Mauricio" from a shortlist 
of names proposed by the students. 

Green Children's Day is part of German 
school childrens environmental education 
called "The Green Thread,” under the aus- 
pices of the Saxonian Foundation for Nature 
and Environment. 

It is financially supported by the German. 
Federal Foundation for Environment, the Sax- 
onian Minister for Environment and Agricul- 


Internet cafes 
eyed as satellite 
school rooms 


SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS CONSIDER 
them the nuisances but, for a militant group, 
computer shops and Internet cafes could boost 
the quality of education in the public schools. 

The militant Kabataan Party said computer 
shops could actually help reduce computer 
shortages in the public schools. 

"Instead of seeing these computer shops as 
notorious game arcades that lure students 
and promote bad study habits, school and 
government officials should maximize the re- 
sources of these shops to trim down the com- 
puter shortage and improve the quality of ed- 
ucation,” Kabataan Party president Raymond 
Palatino said. 

School administrators have complained 
about the proliferation of Intemet cafes 
around schools, claiming they promoted vio- 
lent computer games and enticed students to 
cut classes. 

In a statement, Palatino said that these 
computer shops near schools should instead. 
be made part of the computer curriculum of 
the schools. 

He said school administrators should 
consider forging ties with these computer 
shops and make them partners in educa- 
tion. For example, the computers in these 
shops could be rented by the schools for 
their computer classes. 

“School officials should not treat these 
computer shops as enemies but as potential 
partners in education. In this day and age, our 
schools should experiment more with differ- 
ent means of learning,” Palatino said. 

Palatino said schools could avail of the ser- 
vices of these computer shops to promote in- 
teractive and alternative learning while al- 
lowing these establishments to operate near 
their campuses. 

He said this was a temporary solution to 
the computer shortage being experienced in 
all public schools in the country. 

He said that computer shop owners could 
do their share by prohibiting students from 
their shops during class hours, except during 
the allotted time for interactive learning and 
other subjects that require computer usage. 

Palatino said not all computer games were 
violent and useless. He said some of them 
could be integrated into the curriculum, 
adding that some games could actually be 
beneficial to students and be effective means 
of expression and representation. 

He cited a study made by the Institute of Ed- 
cation in London University which showed 
that “games literacy” could enhance learning 
and wasa key skill for school children. 

“Not all computer games are dense and vio- 
lent. There are educational games and simu- 
lations which enhance critical thinking and 
сап be venues for students to apply the theo- 
ries and lectures they've learned in class at 
least through 3-D animation while promoting 
creativity,” Palatino said. Alcuin Papa 
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European studes raise 4,000 euros 
for toilets, other needs of RP kids 


ture and the Saxonian Minister for Cultural 
Affairs. 

“The project combines practical environ- 
mental conservation with experimental envi- 
ronmental education in Germany, which is 
taught as early as kindergarten,” the DFA 
said, 

Impressed by the program, Albert suggest- 
ed an exchange program with Philippine 
schools “as well as a sharing of expertise in 
curriculum development in environmental 
education for young children,” the DFA said. 
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„SAVINGS FOR MODERNIZATION 


AFP to cut force by half if Reds are crushed 


* By Vincent Cabreza low the AFP to immediately shift its re _, Romero, who chairs the committee modern equipment in six tranches over 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau sources for external defense. implementing the AFP's modernization the first six years. 
“If we finish with the insurgency plan, said the military increased troop Each tranche requires P5 billion to ac- 
FORT DEL PILAR, BAGUIO CITY— [problem] then we can reduce our recruitment in the 1970s to fight com- complish, Romero said, adding the AFP 
‘Winning the war against the commu- troops... by 50 percent. In essence [ће munist rebels and extremist groups. took stock of the country’s economic con- 
mist and Islamic rebels would enable military) needs only a few [personnel] М5 Arroyo has vowed to finish off the dition, its annual budgetary restrictions 
ithe military to cut its force by 50 per- so the money could be diverted to ex- communist rebellion within her term, and the potential reduction of armed 
cent and use its savings to buy modern ternal defense,” he said. saying the AFP’s time frame of 10 years conflicts asa result of the peace efforts. 
«war equipment, a military official said “Ав you modernize, your reliance on’ was“too long.” 
here. ‘human beings is lessened when you ac- РІВ not enough? 
Lt. Gen. Antonio Romero П, Armed quire more equipment.” Not that easy The initial tranches were devoted to 


Forces of the Philippines vice chief of 


Ms Arroyo also said she would re- purchasing military equipment, like 


staff, said President Macapagal-Ar- New timetable welcome lease P1 billion to enable the military to communication gear. 
-royo's new time frame to solve the in- Romero recalled that troop strength buy helicopters. “[The latest allocation of] P1 billion will 5 
urgency problem would mean that during martial law under the late Presi- But that's easier said than done, be easily consumed. We need a lot of fipa: s nm: 
alf of the AFPs 100,000 personnel dent Ferdinand Marcos was “less than Romero said. equipment, not necessarily for the mod- rence 
could be retrenched after 2008. 50,000." He said the АЕР in drafting its mod- — ernization of the Armed Forces but for 
uim. Romero, who spoke atthe incorpora- Не said Ms Arroyo's new deadline emization plan, took into account the combating insurgents right now" he said. 

ation of 286 freshmen cadets into the was welcome because it would speed peace negotiations with the NPA and The military's wish list includes vehi- 

"Philippine Military Academy's Cadet up the purchase of badly needed mili- with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front cles, automatic weapons and communi- 
"Corps on Saturday, said this would al. tary hardware. when it programmed the purchase of cation equipment, Romero said. 
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tiative was visionary and involved fundamen- 
+ tal political reforms. 
Ms Arroyo ends the first half of her term 
this year. We shall know before the end of 
"2006 whether the constitutional reform poli- 
су initiative will take off in whatever form. 
Constitutional change was billed as a historic 
legacy of a reformist presidency that sadly has 
lost its aura of electoral legitimacy early in its 
‘term by being embroiled in ethical issues as- 
sociated with making telephone calls to ап 
election official over the poll results. 


More than political war 

Тп contrast to the Cha-cha initiative, the Is- 

' abela initiative is punitive and is more than a 

' political war. It engages the Arroyo adminis- 
tration in expanded armed conflict with the 
communist movement, with an intensity un- 

* seen since the Marcos regime's crackdown on 
the insurgents in the 1960s and 1970s, 

‘Marcos used the leftist insurgency as a mo- 

* bilizing issue to build a coalition for an au- 
thoritarian order and as an excuse to legit- 
‘mize the declaration of martial law. 

Ms Arroyo declared in Isabela “the fight 
against the Left remains the glue that binds,” 
in the first of her meetings of four regional 
mega-zones to launch developmental pro- 

sjeas. - 

The launch in Isabela has ideological and 
symbolic significance. It is one of the three. 
critical areas with festering active armed in- 
surgency. 

Emphasizing the mailed fist of the policy, 
Ms Arroyo directed the release of P1 billion to 

' buy attack helicopters and aircraft and ear- 
marked P75 billion for investment and socioe- 
‘conomic projects in the north Luzon mega-re- 
gion for the next three years. A day after the 
Isabela meeting, Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, 
commander of the 7th Infantry Division in 
Central Luzon, launched expanded military 
operations against the New People’s Army. 


Signs of policy shift 

Several signs preceded the Isabela declara- 
tion suggesting that the hardline policy shift 
was not a spur of the moment. It was preced- 

ed by the killing over the past three years of 
‘several hundred legal leftists by unidentified 
death squads. 

Last week, defense and security officials 
announced the government was preparing 
MJ file murder charges against Jose Ma. Si- 

"son, founder of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines who is based in The Nether- 
lands, for the killing in 2003 and 2004 of 
some senior party leaders. 

latest military estimates place the NPA 
"membership at 7,000. It peaked at 25,200 

"members in 1987, a year after President Cora- 

zon Aquino was installed following the 1986 
“people power” uprising. Membership 
dropped to a low of 6,025 in 1992 but in 1998, 
the military noted a resurgence, with NPA 
membership surging to 16,616 fighters. 

The significance of Ms Arroyo's hardline 
‘shift on the communist movement is that it 
has reversed the trend toward the legalization 
of the party and drawing their members into 
the parliamentary arena through the party- 

list representation, 

‘This hardline shift and the salience of the 
anticommunist campaign call for explana- 
»tions. 


"Last card" 

One perspective suggests that Ms Arroyo is 
„playing militarism as a "last card," to ensure 
"regime survival as she continues to be rocked 
by the "crisis of legitimacy.” 

___ IFthisexplanation is correct, a related point 

„fis that dependence on military factions for 

“support against political challenges in civil so- 

“ciety makes her regime more vulnerable to 
, a gnilitary coups and blackmail. 

Anticommunism has never helped any ad- 
ministration since Marcos as a mobilizing is- 
“sue for broader political support. It did not 
when the communist takeover threat was 

high. There is no such dire concern now. 
Tt is, therefore, a false issue for popular 
"coalition building. Historically, the anticom- 
munis scare has made administration 
"hostage to alliance with the military for 
regime maintenance and survival. 
Ms Arroyo is unlikely to have any more suc- 
? cess than previous leaders in crushing the 
^ communist insurgency. More likely, the anti- 
"communist hardline policy will crush her ad- 
ministration more than it will the insurgency. 
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Vice President Noli de Castro, for his part 
said he was seated beside Ms Arroyo when 
she expressed her intention before the Cabi- 
net of putting down the communist rebellion 
during her term. 

Told of Defensor's statement, De Castro 
quipped: “Mali ang arithmetic ni Mike Defen- 
sor (His arithmetic i 
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Ate Glue 


F PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO DOES NOT 
I: realize that her crisis of legitimacy mutated her 
Street nickname from the familiar "Ate Glo" to the sar- 
castic "Ate Glue," well, she will by now. But instead of 
merely suggesting that she will hang on to power any 
which way she can, the shorthand by which many people 
have taken to calling her has another meaning now: Ate 
Glue is the President who believes 
EDITORIAL Фаг “the fight against the Left is the 
glue that binds.” 

This Elmer’s glue policy explains а lot of what has hap- 
pened since the Hello Garci wiretapping scandal explod- 
ed a year ago, and much that will happen in the days to 
core, It is, as we emphasized yesterday, the Arroyo ad- 
ministration’s ultimate survival strategy, in black and 
white. 

It explains the resolve with which both the administra- 
tion and the defense establishment are pursuing peace 
with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. We have always 
believed that negotiating an honorable peace with the 
country’s largest separatist movement was both possible 
and necessary. But it is still a strange sight to see the de- 
fense secretary and the foreign secretary compete in a 
friendly race to predict the date of the peace agreement. 
(They are betting on Ramadan this year.) This official op- 
timism comes after many years of semi-official skepti- 
cism. Why the change of heart? 

The principal reason must lie in the Elmer's glue policy: 
The military top brass must have been finally convinced 
that it was really time to concentrate the government's 
counter-insurgency efforts on the communist threat—to 
fight, metaphorically speaking, on one and only one 
front. 

Italso explains the administration's continuing attempt 
to narrow democratic space—through the use of the so- 
called calibrated preemptive response policy, the is- 
suance of Presidential Proclamation 1017, and even the 
deployment of certain intemperate bur strategic remarks 
by key public officials. The object, it is clear now, has al- 
ways been to equate protest actions and opposition with 
political extremism—to tar all critics of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration with the disreputable brush of communism. 
The idea is to raise the cost of a return to the streets (and 
thus the possibility of another detour through Edsa) by 
increasing the risk to reputation (the middle forces) or to 
life and limb (the militant groups). 

It explains the rise to official prominence of ideological 
generals like Jovito Palparan, the commanding officer of 
the 7th Infantry Division responsible for deploying so- 
called urban armies in the towns and cities of Central Lu- 
zon. 

It represents the triumph (yet again) of the reactionary 
strain in the armed services, and the retreat of progres- 
sive soldiers who had put much faith in the party-list in- 
novation. 

This is a grave setback for the country's democratic pro- 
ject. Instead of welcoming above-ground political parti 
pation, Palparan officers see no difference between com- 
munist rebels and those who have left the armed strug- 
gle; by accident or design, they want to drive ex-rebels 
back to the hills. (It also explains the cowardly silence of 
politicos like Speaker Jose de Venecia, who once spoke 
eloquently of the virtues of engagement and the parlia- 
mentary struggle.) 

Not least, the policy explains one of the worst crises to 
hit the country in the Arroyo years: The harassment, tor- 
ture and murder of hundreds of leftist activists. But 
whereas the so-called war on terror seemed to sanction 
the violence in the aftermath of Sept. 11, the administra- 
tion’s survival is today's rationalization. The bloodletting 
reminds us of a Napoleonic maxim: “Where the govern- 
ment is weak, military sway prevails.” 

All this fills us with foreboding. One of the country's 
most common forms of drug addiction is “rugby”-sniff- 
ing, the inhalation of toluene-carrying substances like 
paint thinners and adhesives. We are afraid that, in her 
growing dependence on the glue that binds her to the 
armed services, the President is herself turning into an 
addict. She smells the toluene, and throws caution to the 
(whirl)wind. 
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THE P1 BILLION TO BE RELEASED TO THE 
military, purportedly to be used for crushing 
the communist rebels, “in one to two years," is 
only the first installment. There will be more, 
but it will not be used principally against the 
‘communists. It will be used to stop another im- 
peachment complaint, to push Charter change 
and to help administration candidates in the 
election campaign next year. If you distribute 
P1 billion to the mostly poor rebels in the coun- 
tryside, you may be able to hold them at bay 
for a while; but the lion's share of the money 
will go to politicians and generals. 

When Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's ever-lov- 
ing father, Diosdado Macapagal, became presi- 
dent, the Liberals were singing “Happy Days 
Are Here Again!" Now politicians are singing 
the same song, most especially the administra- 
tion congressmen (who expect to be bribed 
again to derail a new impeachment com- 
plaint), the local government officials who are 
expected to produce the pro-Cha-cha votes 
with Malacafiang’s “help,” and the pro-GMA 
generals whose loyalty is for sale. 

СМА and her mouthpiece Mike Defensor 
must have been dreaming when they said that 
the communist rebels could be crushed in “one 
to two years.” No modern army has been able 
to crush a guerrilla war, not even that of the 
richest and most powerful nation on earth, the 
United States. With all its firepower and mod- 
‘ern weaponry, the United States was licked by 
barefoot, pajama-clad guerrillas in Vietnam. 
‘Arab guerrillas are repeating the feat in Iraq. 
So how can a graft-ridden and inefficiently led 
military like ours defeat "in one to two years" а 
shadowy force that has been operating in our 
countryside for decades? 

No, Little Mike was thinking of defeating not 
the communists but the majority of the people 
who are against changing the Constitution, who 
want GMA impeached and all the mercenary 
politicians in the pockets of Malacafiang kicked 
ош. The administration's "new" war against the 
communists is just a convenient decoy. 

Thad decided to let the case of the Masin- 
loc power plant rest until the end of the 


THE ADMINISTRATION CONGRESSMEN 
мете quick to pounce on Rodolfo Biazon who 
told this newspaper last week that the conclu- 
sion of his committee was that the last elec- 
tions were indeed tainted with massive fraud 
and Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo was its benefi- 
ciary. 

Biazon’s statement, Prospero Pichay com- 
plained, was just “speculative assessment,” 
having no evidence to back it up. "These peo- 
ple are just after publicity. If Senator Biazon 
has nothing sensible to say, he should just shut 
up." Exequiel Javier and Marcelino Libanan 
accused Biazon of practicing "voodoo politics." 
And Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye opined: 
"The good senator is clearly reviving an issue 
that the public is tired of and wants to leave be- 
hind.” And the other congressman who has 
gotten just as prosperous as Pichay under 
GMA, Prospero Nograles, demanded to know 
if Biazon has produced “any piece of legisla- 
tion" from tenaciously inquiring into the in- 
tegrity of the last elections. 

les enough to make you wonder if these 
people own mirrors, or at least hold one up to 
their faces. Though I wouldn't blame them if 
they did not—the reflection cannot be very 
flattering, inside and out. They really shouldn't 
be addressing these concerns to Biazon, they 
should be addressing them to themselves. 

As credibility goes, who is Biazon and who 
are variously Pichay, Javier, Libanan, Bunye 
and Nograles? Biazon is the guy who during 
Cors time—while Pichay was still busy 
grooming his Elvis Presley hair—got to be 
known as Ме. Constitutionalist for defending 
the Constitution against those who very seri- 
‘ously tried to threaten it, specifically the coup 
plotters who mounted very real coup attempts 
against the government. Biazon is the guy 
who, during Erap's time—while Nograles et al. 
мете busy doing whatever obscure or petty 
things they were doing then—shone as a sena- 
tor-cum-impeachment-court-member, never 
once giving in to outburst or loony-tunes antics 
(he left that to Miriam Santiago) while asking 
some pretty astute questions. 


Neal H. Cruz 


month, when the third deadline for the 
YNN-Ranhill Berhad partnership to pay the 
$222 million down payment expires. But 
when the Power Sector Assets and Liabili- 
ties Management Corp. (PSALM), reacting 
to two columns I wrote, sent a letter justify- 
ing its decision to repeatedly extend the 
deadline in violation of the rules; and when 
Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. revealed that 
PSALM officials had given themselves a 
whopping P10 million bonus for the sale, 1 
feltl had to comment 

Pimentel's P10-million exposé explained 
why PSALM did not want to rescind the sale 
and confiscate the $11-million performance 
bond of YNN for failure to pay the down pay- 
ment on time. In its circular of Dec. 28, 
2004, PSALM said the bonus was to “recog- 
nize and equitably compensate the extraor- 
dinary performance of PSALM officials” for 
the sale of the Masinloc plant. If the sale is 
cancelled because it has turned sour, what 
"extraordinary performance" will the bonus 
befor? 

The Commission on Audit subsequently 
ruled that the grant of the bonus "has no le- 
gal basis" and was not justified because the 
accomplishments cited by PSALM were con- 
sidered “very far from being extraordinary.” 
What is extraordinary is the cheek of PSALM 
officials to allocate for themselves P10 mil- 
lion when the National Power Corp. is deep 
in debt and, precisely, is selling its assets to 
pay for those debts. 

‘The COA said the bonus was a violation of 
Sec. 3(b) of Administrative Order 103, 
sued by President Arroyo, which directs “all 
government-owned and controlled corpora- 
tions, whether exempt from the salary stan- 
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I particularly got impressed with him during 
that trial, and praised him on several occa- 
sions. Though not a lawyer, he was at par, if not 
better, than most of the lawyers in attendance 
there. He was completely level-headed and 
proved that no legal gobbledygook would ever. 
put the wool over his eyes. For Pichay et al. to 
now accuse him of being publicity-hungry for 
revealing what everyone in this country—ex- 
cept Pichay et al—already knows, well, it 
merely draws our attention to who really is so 
kulang sa pansin in this country. Indeed, more 
than that, it draws our attention to one pro- 
foundly Filipino quality GMA and her cohorts 
sorely lack, which is the quality of grateful- 
ness. If Biazon had not opened his mouth dur- 
ing the impeachment trial and not been as 
"publicity hungry" as Pichay accuses him of 
now, Pichay would still be busy grooming his 
Elvis Presley hair instead of tormenting the 
public with his ululations. Erap would never 
have been ousted and GMA would never have 
come along to show she could be far worse. 

If the issue of GMAS illegitimacy is some- 
thing the publicis "clearly" already tired of and 
wants to leave behind, why is Bunye so both- 
ered by it? Why should his colleagues be so in- 
censed by it they want Biazon to shut up? Sure- 
ly an issue the public із "clearly" already tired 
of can be safely ignored and left to die a natu- 
ral death? Surely trying to revive an issue the 
public is “clearly” already tired of is nothing 
more than flogging a dead horse? 

їп fact, as Bunye himself probably 
knows—although medical history is full of cases 
where people who keep repeating а lie eventu- 
ally get to believe it—the only thing that is clear, 


dardization law or not, to suspend the grant 
of new or additional benefits to full-time of- 
ficials and employees. 

Pimentel has called for a congressional in- 
quiry into the “patently illegal use of public 
funds for the benefit of functionaries whose 
handling of the Masinloc deal does not war- 
rant the granting of the monetary award." 

‘That is not the only thing that should be 
investigated. The Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission has been accused of opening a win- 
dow to enable YNN and Meralco to ent 
to a sweetheart deal without any public bi 
ding (as required by the rules), when it 
signed ERC Resolution 21, suspending the 
requirement of public bidding. 

The timing of the suspension is suspect. 
Why so? Because right this very minute, 
sources tell me that there is a flurry of activi 
ties inside Meralco to rush a Power Purchase 
Agreement with YNN. Ranhill Berhad, YNN's 
Malaysian partner, has made a supply con- 
tract with Meralco, a condition for the effec- 
tivity of its S14-million performance bond. 
But given the oversupply of power in the Lu- 
zon Grid, Meralco does not need more power 
supplies. In the unlikely event that it is the 
government pressuring Meralco to sign the 
contract, why didn’t it exert such pressure 
for the same purpose before the bidding so 
that PSALM could have attracted more bi 
ders besides the two Lopez-connected firms? 

We will see what happens next in the 
coming weeks. If a Meralco-YNN power sup- 
ply contract pops out, then it won't be hard 
to connect the dots. No amount of press 
statements from the ERC will convince the 
public that this was not done purposely for 
YNN's benefit, and you'll know all our worst. 
fears are true. The consumers will again be 
left holding the bag in another very rotten 
power deal. 

It is very strange that Meralco, the other 
party to a supply contract, is very quiet on. 
the issue. It has no obligation to sign such a 
contract. It has not lifted a finger to defend 
itself. Will it sign such a contract? What does 
it think of the issue? Its silence is deafening. 


as borne out by the surveys, is that most Fil- 
їрїпо do not believe GMA is the President. The 
only thing that is clear, as borne out by the evi- 
dence offered by the senses, is that ifthe public 
is tired of anyone, it is merely of the current 
squatter in Malacafiang. The only thing that is 
clear is that ifthe publicis tired of anything, itis 
that it has not yet found a way to evict her. 

"What is voodoo, whence "voodoo politics” 
derives from? In popular mythology at least, it 
is the first cousin of mumbo jumbo, or the-at- 
tempt to give falsity truth, fakeness validity and 
malevolence normality. Can anything be more 
voodooistic or “mumbo jumbo-ish” than pre- 
venting Brig. Gen. Francisco Gudani and Lt. 
Col. Alex Balutan from appearing in Biazon's 
committee and then saying Biazon has no 
proof? Can anything be more voodooistic or 
mumbo jumbo-ish than bashing the heads of 
the people who march in the streets and then. 
saying that unlike Thailand, whose prime min- 
ister resigned, we do not have people loudly 
protesting against GMA in the streets? Can any- 
thing be more voodooistic or mumbo jumbo-ish 
than saying, "God put me here," when the God 
referred to speaks with a Visayan accent and 
keeps saying, “Pipilitin po natin Ma'am"? 

Voodoo is also the other name for undiluted 
evil. Ask the kin of today's dead if it's Biazon 
who practices that kind of politics. 

And finally, that idiocy again abour congres- 
sional inquiries of the sort Biazon has zenlous- 
ly pursued not being "in aid of legislation." 
What, truth does not aid legislation? Justice 
does not aid legislation? Knowing who actual- 
ly won the last elections and should be govern- 
ing this country does not aid legislation? Pray, 
what docs aid legislation? But never mind. 
Just look at the faces of Pichay and company 
and ask yourself if there is anything in them 
that can remotely evoke the memory of Solon, 
the wise Greek leader who bequeathed a sys- 
tem of laws to his nation, or can remotely con- 
jure the hallowed title, "awmaker." 

One is tempted to tell them, "Put up or shut 
up.” Bur just "Shut up" will do, We've put up 
with them too long already. 
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IN 1991, THE SUPREME COURT DEALT WITH A 
case where the petitioners had challenged the va- 
lidity of the automatic appropriation of vast 
amounts of money for servicing the country's for- 
eign debt. One core issue in that case was the 
lament over the amount government was making 
available for education. The petitioners had relied 
оп the constitutional provision which says: "The 
state shall assign the highest budgetary priority 
to education and ensure that teaching will attract 
and retain its rightful share of the best available 
talents through adequate remuneration and other 
means of ob satisfaction and fulfillment.” 

The late Blas Ople was the author ofthis provi- 
sion, In defending the cause of public school teach- 
ers he said “that all the great and sincere piety pro- 
fessed by every President and every Congress of 
the Philippines since the end of World War П for 
the economic welfare of the public schoolteach- 
ers always ended up in failure and this failure had 
caused mass defection of the best and brightest 
teachers to other careers, including menial jobs in 
overseas employment, and concerted actions by 
them to project their grievances, mainly over low 
pay and abject working conditions." 

Оп the basis of the constitutional provision, 
the petitioners argued that the provision for auto- 
matic appropriation for servicing foreign debt 
must yield to the urgency of giving “highest bud- 
getary priority to education." 

The Supreme Court, however made short 
shrift of that argument, saying that while "it is 
true that under Section 5(5), Article XVI of the 
Constitution, Congress is mandated to ‘assign the 
highest budgetary priority to education’ in order 
to “insure that teaching will attract and retain its 
rightful share of the best available talents 
through adequate remuneration and other means 
of job satisfaction and fulfillment; it does not 
thereby follow that the hands of Congress are so 
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hamstrung as to deprive it the power to respond 
to the imperatives of the national interest and for 
the attainment of other state policies-or objec- 
tives.” The Court further sald that, in fact, the 
welfare of public school teachers had been con- 
siderably improved and that in the annual appro- 
priation for that year the Department of Educa- 
tion received the “highest budgetary allocation 
among all department budgets, 

‘The Court concluded that "Congress is certainly 
not without any power, guided onljeby its good 
judgment, to provide an appropriation that can 
reasonably service our enormous debt; the greater 
portion of which was inherited from the previous 
administration. It is not only a matter of honor and 
to protect the credit standing of the country. More 
especially, the very survival of our economy is at 
stake. Thus; ifn the process Congress appropriat- 
ed an amount for debt service bigger than the 
share allocated to education, the Court finds and 
зо holds that said appropriation cannot be thereby 
assailed as unconstitutional.” 

1 don't know how the budgetary allocation for 
education now stands in comparison with those of 
other departments or even with the allocation for 
foreign debt. Quiet obviously, however, it has not 
been enough (or its handling has not been 
enough) to meet the present classroom crisis in the 
public schools, And the crisis is not solved simply 
by an autocratic decision forcing two shifts Just to 
accommodate 100 students in each classroom on a 
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given teaching day, and then declaring to all the 
world that causa finita est. 

Which brings me to a frequently repeated 
lament about our 1987 Constitution as being in- 
ordinately verbose. I agree with the criticism to 
some extent, but I am more concerned with the 
downgrading of some of the priorities that were 
considered important enough to merit constitu- 
tional mention, Quality and affordable education 
is one of these priorities. 

The flagship provision on education says: “The 
State shall protect and promote the right of all cit- 
izens to quality education at all levels and shall 
take appropriate steps to make such education 
accessible to ай.” We can boast of the tourist qual- 
ity of our beaches and the international competi- 
tiveness of the beauty of our women, but we 
should be nota lite embarrassed about the qual- 
ity of our educational system. 

The Constitution, in fact, more than merely as- 
serts the popular right to quality and affordable 
education, It also sets down the components of 
the system that is supposed to respond to the pop- 
ular right. The system, as envisioned by the Con- 
stitution, includes state-supported free and com- 
pulsory elementary education, free secondary ed- 
ucation, scholarship grants and student loan pro- 
grams for public and private school students, in- 
formal education and adult education, For these, 
money is needed. 

The budget season is not yet over. It may be a 
blessing that the education crisis has become a fo- 
cus of attention before the final version of the 
budget has been approved. It may be pointless to 
quarrel with the automatic appropriation for for- 
eign debt. But legislators interested in improving 
education, as all of them should be, should scour 
the current budget proposal, especially the pork 
barrel portion, for allocations that can be better 
assigned to improving our educational system. 


The world’s ‘Development King’ 


BANGKOK—THE ROYAL JUBILEE WENT INTO 
climax last June 12, drawing the people of Thai- 
land away from their worries, from the impact of 
rising oil prices on the economy, the pressures of 
inflation and the continuing political crisis that 
has put much of their government on hold. 

They joined spiritedly to honor their King. The 
60th anniversary of the accession to the throne of 
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadev reminded 
them that their unelected leader is a most ex- 
traordinary man, someone who has been a bless- 
ing to their nation, and whose goodness and wis- 
dom have given them strength. 

Two weeks of festivity marked the event. A mu- 
sic festival featured both ballet and opera from 
Europe. A precious collection of Rembrandt's 
etchings were put on display for free viewing. Vis- 
iting royalty and dignitaries from around the 
world were in attendance. But it was, first and 
foremost, a grateful people's celebration. 

Over а million people queued up to view a 
huge exhibit of photographs that showed mile- 
stones in His Majesty's Ме and, despite the press- 
ing crowds, many were moved to tears by this pic- 
torial biography. Tickets at viewing places for the 
royal barge procession were completely sold out, 
including those for the two scheduled rehearsals. 
А massive candle ceremony during the weekend 
added to the festive lights. Everywhere in the 
country, people wore the King's color. Yellow T- 
shirts stamped with the royal emblem were sold 

ith latecomers scrambling for re- 
maining supplies. And the monarch's flag, which 
many private homes post permanently at gates 
and posts, waved in the wind, on the streets, out 
in the parks, from humble stalls and giant malls. 

Anyone who spends some time in this country 
comes to realize the depth of the people's respect 
and reverence for their King. The rites for venera- 
Чоп, embedded in custom and tradition, are 
steeped with religious fervor. But beyond the lev- 


AND, INCIDENTALLY, HIS HALF-BROTHER, RIZAL 
Zedong. Ten years after 1 wrote it, Im presenting 
this lighthearted piece upon the request of some 
readers who've recommended it to others, but who 
can't find the original piece. 

Here is the craziest thing I've heard (and I've. 
heard it more than once, at parties): Adolf Hitler 
‘was really the illegitimate son of Jose Rizal. Here 
is the second craziest thing I've heard: Mao Ze- 
dong, too. Two variations, Í suppose, of the idea 
that "Yes, the Filipino сал!” 

1 found the two theories so funny that I never 
thought of asking my “sources” to explain the evi- 
dence for their claims. So 1 did a little research to 
find out how they could have cooked up such sto- 
ries, 

The claim that Hitler was Rizal's progeny must 
be based on the following facts: 

© Hitler was born оп April 20, 1889 (that 
means he was conceived sometime in August 
1888), in the little village of Braunau, near the 
German-Austrian border. 

© He was born an Austrian and remained one. 
until the 1930s, 

ө The name of his mother was Klara Polzl. 

© At one time she was a maid in Vienna. 

He always considered the Austrian town of 
Linz as his hometown. 

ө Both his oldest brother Gustav (born on 
May 17, 1885) and sister Ida (born in 1886) died 
before he was born, 

ө Bavaria was considered the "cradle" of 
Nazism. 

* The Nazis made Japan one of the Axis pow- 
ers. At one point they tried to prove that the 
Japanese were Aryans, members of the “master 
race.” 

Now combine the above Information with the 
following: 

ө On Feb. 1, 1886, Rizal left Paris for Ger- 
many—Heldelberg, Wilhimsfeld, Munich (in 
Bavaria), all somewhat near the German-Austri- 
an border; on Aug. 9, 1886, he left for Leipzig, ar- 
riving there on Aug. 14. In October, he went to 
Dresden and then to Berlin, 

* In Berlin he finished: the "Noli Me Tangere." 
‘One of the book's characters isnamed Maria Clara, 

* On May 11, 1887, Rizal began his "gran 
tour" of Europe—Dresden, Teschen (now Decin in 
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el of institution and ceremony, one senses the 
genuine love that the people have in their hearts 
for His Majesty. There is nothing like it in the 
world. One does not escape its force. One learns 
instead to cherish the King as well. 

‘The global wave of democratic: change in re- 
cent decades hai made the-elected leader the 
model for the future. But here is a nian who in- 
herited the throne as his birthright, and it is he 
who has held up to the world an example of self 
less and dedicated leadership. 

The United Nations commenced the official pe- 
riod of the jubilee with the conferment of the first 
Human Development Lifetime Achievement 
Award to the King, recognizing His Majesty's 
ceaseless efforts to improve the Ме and liveli- 
hood of the poorest of the poor of Thailand. UN 
Secretary General Ко .Аппап presented the 
award at a royal audience in the summer palace 
in Hua Hin; the seaside town where the King, 
‘who is 79, stays most of the time. 

Tn his younger years, the King traveled up to 
eight months of the year to visit communities in re- 
mote provinces, closely observing how people in 
these areas lived and what problems they faced. 
Predictably, he would take action, initiating numer- 
cous rural development projects that, in Annan’s 
words, have “shaped the development dialogue in 
the world." His innovative experiments have helped 
small farmers to produce more, to use appropriate 
farming techniques and technologies and to cope 
with the deadly cycle of drought and flood. 

‘An articulated philosophy girds these endeav- 
ors, His “sufficiency economy" calls for modera- 
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the former -Czechoslovakia), Prague and then 
Brunn (where he lost а diamond stickpin), and Vi- 
enna (Where he got back his stickpin, which was 
found by a maid in the hotel he stayed in Brunn). 

© On May 24, 1887, he left Vienna by river- 
boat to see sights on the Danube River. His voyage 
ended at Linz 

ө Prom Linz he went to Munich (where Hitler 
attempted a putsch in 1923) and Nuremberg (site 
of the Nazi Party rallies and the War Crimes tri- 
als), and other German cities. 

© Rizal was in the German Empire, sometimes 
past the German-Austrian border, from February 
1886 until he went to Switzerland in early June 
1887. 

‘© Rizal was again in Europe frómi May 24, 
1888, until Oct. 18, 1891. He was in London, 
Paris, Brussels, Madrid, Biarritz, Ghent, He was in 
Europe during the time Hitler was conceived and 
was born. sem 

© Rizal in 1888 had'an affair with Japanese 
woman, Seiko Usti, when he visited Japan, She 
had an only daughter, Yuriko, by a foreign husband 
some years after her encounter with Rizal. Yuriko 
later married the son of a Japanese politician. 

Put ай this information together, and you may 
be able to conclude the following: Hitler was con- 
ceived either in 1887 when Rizal passed through 
Linz or other towns (such as Brann—how do you 
think he lost the diamond stickpin? And who was 
the "maid" who found it later and gave it to Blu- 
mentritt who forwarded it to Vienna?) near th 
‘Austrian border: in which case, Hitler's older si 
lings were fictitious, to cover up his mother's be- 
їп pregnant with him. In other words, Hitler was 
actually born before 1889. d 

Qr he was conceived in August 1888, when, 


Чоп and responsible consumption. He has en- 
‘couraged his people to observe four principles in 
life: “moderation in conducting one’s affairs, per- 
severance in the face of hardship and suffering, 
individuality in identifying problems and solu- 
tions, and cherishing the sense of being Thai.” 

One can imagine the appeal of his personality, 
with interests and hobbies that range from rais- 
ing animals, to photography and music. 1 still re- 
member the visit of the King and Queen Sirikit to 
the Philippines in the '605, where he was hailed 
warmly by the press, responding to the good 
looks, the elegance and the style, his jamming on 
his saxophone with Raul Manglapus and the Ex- 
ecutive Band. 

In Thailand's political system, the King holds 
по political position. But his people look to his in- 
fluence over the conduct of public affairs. It has 
not been easy to keep balance on the beam of con- 
stitutional monarchy. But there are lessons to 
earn from his reign—about what it takes to rule 
and to retain the love and loyalty of the people. 

King Bhumibol rose to the throne when the 
‘monarchy in the country was at its lowest ebb. A 
military junta had expected the young monarch 
to become their creature. Deftly, he charted his 
moves to assert the mandate of the throne and, in 
time, restored what had been lost in royal stature 
‘Today, as has been pointed out, the prestige of the 
throne derives from his personality, and not the 
other way around. 

Obviously destiny plays a part in exalted lives. 
Bur there is more than fate at work in great lead- 
ers. There is the stuff that really counts—charac- 
ter and nobility of spirit, the will to work, not for 
one's self but for one’s people. 

The Thais may be excused for what some may 
think excessive celebration. Long Live the King! 


Melinda Quintos de Jesus is executive director of the 
Center for Media Freedom and Responsibility 


week. (To have a rendezvous with Klara?) 
Maybe, he went to Paris in 1889 so he could com- 
municate more easily with the now-expecting 
Klara, whose affair with Rizal might have cen- 
tered around Linz, which is why the Hitler family 
moved there later (so Mama Hitler could live 
where she had “an affair to remember), whi 
would explain Hitler's fondness for the town. 

Finally Seiko Usus only dauphrer was not ze- 
ally fathered by her husband, Alfred Charlton, He 
was simply a front. Yuriko, you see, was Rizal's 
daughter! And Hitler knew she was his half-sister. 
She used her influence on her brother Adolf to 
convince him to enter into an alliance with Japan 
(making it one of the Axis powers): which is why 
Japan invaded the Philippines! Yuriko made it 
lear to Hirohito that Hitler would appreciate it if 
his ally were to take over his father’s homeland. 
‘And, of course, the reason why Hitler wanted to 
become dictator of Germany was because his nat- 
tural father had spent some of the most interesting 
years of his life there! 

That, think, is the rationale behind such a fan- 
tastic claim based on information that can be 
gathered from any high school textbook on Rizal 
and any good biography of Hitler. Naturally this 
can only be done through selective use of evi- 
dence, but it does make for an amusing piece of 
historical fiction, 

Now, on the idea that Mao was also Rizal's son. 
Unfortunately this claim cannot be supported by 
even the most spurious evidence. Mao was born 
in 1893, in Hunan Province, which is kind of near 
Hong Kong. But at that time (1893), Rizal was in 
exile in Dapitan. He couldn't possibly have 
Jumped into 4 boat and rowed to Hong Kong 
without being caught. He did pass through Hong 
Kong in 1888 and 1891, but he never seems to 
have visited other parts of China (unless you 
count Xiamen and Macao). So there are no de- 
tails that can be manipulated. 

‘These exercises in foolishness prove how cre- 
ative Filipinos can be. What other people would 
be able to make the bogus claim that one of their 
heroes fathered the man who almost turned Eu- 
rope into a “howling wilderness” (as one US offi- 

‘cet wanted to do with Samar)? That would have 


zal. was supposedly In London. Or, perhaps.’ * been poetic justice, 1 suppose, the brown man 


September 1888, when Rizal-went to Paris for a. 


strikes back and all that sort of thing. 


Prani 
Old people in China 


MY WIFE AND 1 WERE IN GUIYANG, CHINA FOR A WEEK, 
much too short a time to look into any serious problem ій 
that vast country, but time enough to enjoy the people, espe- 
cially the old ones, and bridge some of the stereotypes that 
have built up about China over the last 50 years. 

Guiyang, a lovely city that sits on the mountains 1,000 
kilometers north of Hong Kong, is termed a "medium size" "% 
city despite its § mil- 
lion people. China is 
зо big that Chinese 
in Hong Kong never 
heard of Guiyang 
and the 5 million 
people living there. 
Imagine being part 
ofa country that's so 
big you are not 
aware of a city with 
5 million people. We 
had timeto see many 
lovely things, especially ways by which old people deal with, 
aging. 

Guiyang has a 450-hectare park. There we saw old peoplé 
relaxing, Old men in their 70s and 80s were flying small red | 
kites, The city is famous for its kites, we were told, The old» 
men can't run to get their kites up, but they coax them higher ; 
by talking to them. 2 

‘We saw other kite flyers in the city center where a 60-ЮО{ 
statue of Mao stands across the street from a Walmart store; ' 
Mao points to the future; but there, lo and behold, is a Wal-* 
mart store, the epitome of capitalist marketing, Poor Mao!'i 
capitalism is spreading all over his China. In Hong Kong: 
some young people no longer know his name. " 

Old men play with Chinese tops which are made of met, 
al, stand about nine inches tall and look like small rugby” 
ог American footballs. They start the top spinning апі" ` 
then keep it going by whipping it with a stick to which a 
leather strap is attached. One man invited me to try It. 5° 
found it was a good exercise: you move around with the, 
top and the whipping takes a good bit of energy. The men, 
keep it up for hours. It’s also probably a good way to work” 
off tension. 

We passed one bench in the park where old people were 
singing, nine or 10 of them, men and women, led by a wome 
an who must have been a Party official at one time because, 
she wouldn't let any of the group stop. First they sang an old; 
love song. After the love song, they sang a faster melody 
something like the tune of "Yankee Doodle" or "London 
Bridge Is Falling Down." " 

Much is not clear in China. In the park, we came across 
this sign in English: “Conceal to get the danger in the clear’ 
fire to against the better than relief duty heavy in the. 
taimountain.” Readers of "The Da Vinci Code" may be able to 
figure out the meaning. 

Other men have their birds, their beloved pets, in small 
wooden cages. We watched one old man dip his cage with 
the bird inside into the lake, then he shook it and hung it up 
ona tree to dry. He looked at it constantly and finally when 
the bird began to sing, he relaxed. 

A most meaningful activity of old people is common in 
Chinese cities, we were told, Old people write their thoughts" 
and reflections in water on the pavement. They use canes 
topped with rags and write beautiful characters one below 
the other. ' 

Some messages are their comments on life; some criticize 
the government; some tell of their own lives and many are 
poetic. Passersby read and talk about what is written. The 
Bible uses the phrase "written on water" to describe the 
brevity of life. 

In one portion of the park, we saw old people practicing’ 
tai chi. We met a girl from Shaolin, home of the monastery 
which is famous for teaching the kung fu discipline, which I 
heard, is tai chi at faster speed. She said her parents sent her 
brother to the monks for training because he was “a naughty 
boy" There was no speed in the old people: one position 
flowed gracefully into another. They looked so serious, I 
‘wondered what they were thinking, Were they meditating?. 
‘Were they concentrating on perfecting each gesture, perfect- 
ing their art? 

‘Old people in China have their sure and certain place. The 
Philippines is also very good with old people, but wouldn't it 
be nice to hear more old people singing or flying kites, or 
spinning tops, or writing on sidewalks (or poster making)? - 

What exercise do our old people have? Very litle it seems, 
Even walking is difficult and sometimes dangerous, unless, 
you live in a quiet subdivision away from traffic. Some of the 
exercises our old people get into are not appreciated by” 
them—such as, competing with younger people to get опа" 
jeepney or a bus that keeps on moving even as people arg, 
racing each other to get on it. з 

Sometimes with God's help they manage to get on board. 

I think God doesn't have a clear overall plan for the Philip! 
pines because He is too busy snatching children and old" 
people from danger. He simply has no time for the master 
plan. ? 

Can't we find more space for our old people where they, 
сап come together and have their own activities? A happy’, 
old person is a treasure in a house; a cranky one, such as one 
who never relaxes with his or her friends, is a burden. 

We met Zhang Xiuying who told us she was 60, though* 
she looked much older. She is a scavenger who has a set: 
route through the university where we stayed. She follows .,, 
her route each day, rain or shine, bent over with a large bas), 
ket on her back anchored by a strap around her shoulders. 
Ac first our translator thought she was from Tibet because 
the Chinese for Tibet is similar to that of a town in the same 
province as Guiyang, from where she comes. She told us 
she was satisfied with life. As we talked to her, a number of 
students listened in and were soon asking her questions 
and explaining her answers to us, then talking about her 
among themselves. She seemed to enjoy the fuss and, 
looked around her with a shy, sweet smile, It seemed this 
was the first time the students had noticed her, much less 
talked to her. 

Lastly, we visited a lake in the park that is famous for its 
beauty. It was overcast and after a while it began to rain, We 
sat in an old tea house with other old folks and watched a 
crane sweep low over the water looking for fish. (These are 
the same birds that migrate to Central Luzon in winter) 

‘There has been unbelievable suffering in China in the last 
70 years, But now, though huge problems remain, in 
Guiyang at leas, as far as we could see, there was peace. 
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WED also like to know the concerns’ 
of the sixtysomething and above, 
what makes their blood pressure. 
rise or makes them sit back, content 
that all's well with their world and 
with themselves. —Ed, : 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban Poor Associates, 
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THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH 
penalty law, which supposedly signi- 
fies the government's respect for the 
sanctity of human life, ironically 
comes at a time when activists and 
journalists are being killed with im- 
unity all over the country, and the 
main suspect is the government. 

‘The fact that the government has 
practically failed to stop or put closure 
to any of those killings only justifies 
the suspicion that they may be state- 
sanctioned. The abolition of the death 
penalty does not in any way reduce 
the Arroyo administration's account- 
ability for the series of killings. 

And the President's public avowals 
about government respecting the right 
to life will have no meaning; in fact 
they will only sound hypocritical. 

‘The greater irony is that the Presi- 
dent has shown herself to have a soft 
heart for notorious criminals in the 
death row but none of it for innocent 
civilians who spent much of their 
lives to the cause of justice. The Ar- 
royo administration has the political 
will to spare the lives of convicted 
death row inmates but is so seeming- 
ly spineless in solving human rights 
violations and stopping the killing of 

tivists and journalists. 


The Filipino people cannot truly re- 
joice over the abolition of the death 
penalty law, not for as long as the en- 
tire national community is a chamber 
of death under the Arroyo administra- 
tion. The continuing slaughter of ac- 
tivists and journalists is even more 
lethal because it is killing not just peo- 
ple but also Philippine democracy. 

The call for every Filipino today is 
to be vigilant not just against vio- 
lence but also against state terror- 
ism; not just to protect human life 
but also to preserve democracy and 
freedom. 

The best way we can end the uncer- 
tainty and anarchy that have en- 
gulfed the country today is not by 
scrapping the death penalty law, but 
by ousting a repressive regime with a 
questionable mandate to rule, a 
regime that has made this country a 
chamber of death. 

We have to understand that there's 
more terror being sowed outside the 
death chamber in the national prison. 

—HIMPAD MANGUMALAS, 
Kalipunan ng mga Katutubong 
Mamamayan ng Pilipinas, 
48-A Mapagbigay St., 
Barangay Pinyahan, 

Diliman, Quezon City 


The slaughter must come to an end 


THE NATIONAL UNION OF JOUR- 
тайыз of the Philippines (NUJP) ex- 

esses its strong solidarity with fel- 
low journalists in Iraq, 129 of whom 
have been killed since the US invasion 
in 2003. We issue this statement in 
spirit of the Global Day of Solidarity 
with Journalists in Iraq, which was ob- 
served on June 15. 

Аз the International Federation 
Journalists said in its statement, "Ev- 


for free expression. It is time that we 
recognize their crucial role in the 
fight for freedom and democracy in 
Iraq.” 

‘Again, we express our mourning for 
the deaths of our colleagues in Iraq. 
But we demand an end to the slaugh- 
ter 
— NATIONAL UNION OF JOURNALISTS 

OFTHEPHILIPPINES, 

105-A Scout Castor St. (near Morato 


ery day, Iraqi journalists take risks 
and make sacrifices that are essential 


Avenue), Quezon City, 
nujphil@gmail.com 
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THIS IS IN REACTION TO BELIN- 
da Olivares-Cunanan's column on 
the Senate's stand on “legislated 
Charter change.” (PDI, 5/20/06) 

She said that a unicameral par- 
liament would be mach more effi- 
cient and would save, us as much 
*as'PS billion a year; that a "legis- 
Заа Charér change? Dróposed« 
by the senators, looked like a cop- 
ош, and that the senators would 
do well not to ignore Rep. Edcel 
Lagman's timely reminder that the 
act of proposing constitutional 
amendments is "not an ordinary 
process” because it needs a "spe- 
cial mechanism" like a constituent 
assembly. 

Cunanan further pointed ош 
that the senators, perpetually look 
ing for arguments to shelve Char. 
ter change, now also argue that the 
1987 Constitution did not specifi- 
cally mention a constituent assem- 
bly as a mechanism for change, un- 
like the 1935 Constitution. 

“True, but this does not mean 
that Congress cannot resort to it: 
All they have to do is to pass that 
resolution in both chambers and 
the constituent assembly can be 
immediately convened as the 
cheaper and more efficient way to 
effect Charter change." 

1. If Cunanan believes that 
there is no provision in the 1987 
Constitution that legalizes the 
constituent assembly, how does 
she propose to legalize a joint res- 
olution fora constituent assembly, 
assuming that the Senate will pass 
one? Is she suggesting that if both 
chambers of Congress pass resolu- 
tions calling for a constituent as- 
sembly, the resolutions will be le- 


EVEN AS THE NEW SCHOOL 
year has started, the great majori- 
ty of the 2006 graduates have yet 
to know ifthey will find work here 
їп their own country. Who can 
blame our professionals for leav- 
ing their families to work abroad? 
They don't have enough opportu- 
nities to apply the knowledge and 
skills they learned in school. 

Iris simply very hard for gradu- 
ates to look forjobsin their chosen 
field. Some do have their jobs, but 
their meager wages are not 
enough to support the needs of 
their families. 

And these problems are not far 
different from those facing our 
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OFW remittances 
nothing to boast of 


IE AS THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
reported, it is true that 8 rhillion over- 
seas Filipino workers remit $13 billion. 
annually—then there is no reason fo? 
the government or for the Filipino na; 
tion to celebrate. 

This means that each OFW remité 
anaverage of $1,625 per year or only 
$135 (or P6,885) рег month. This 
amount is too small compared to thé 
economic and social costs that the 
nation suffers with the loss of 8 mil- 
lion skilled workers, mothers, fa 
thers, brothers and sisters to over! 
seas jobs ; 

‘The data also means that we are not 
getting the highly skilled and highly 
paid overseas jobs. For sure, а $135 
per month remittance does not come 
from a highly paid OFW. Does it mean; 
therefore, that the majority of our 
skilled OFWs are in low-paying over- 
seas jobs? No wonder that, based on 
the latest surveys, in spite of the $13 
billion that the economy gets from 
OFWs, there are still millions of Fil- 
ipinos (probably many OFW families) 
starving. d 

Т would rather not think that, 
among the different sectors of society, 
our OFWs are the hardest hit by de- 
privation (taking into account all its 
various forms). But their contribution. 
to keeping our economy afloat has 
been substantial. OFWs are real 
heroes, but it is not enough that the. 
government should just thank them. 
They deserve to get better jobs with 
better pay. In the end, it is the whole 
nation that benefits from their sacri- 
fices. 

—FRANCO GACAL, 
fgacal@hotmail.com 


Myth of ‘parliamentary savings’ 


gal and legalize the existence of 
such an assembly, even though it 
is not in the 1987 Constitution? 

2. Cunanan cited Representa- 
tive Lagman's legal opinion on the 
“legislated Charter change.” Is she 
saying,that the 1935 Constitution 
provisions on amendments super- 
‘sede those in'the 1987 Constitu- 
tion? If Cunanan agrees with Lag- 
man’s opinion that changing the 
Constitution is "not an ordinary 
process," does she also adhere to 
Speaker Jose Че  Venecias 
timetable of rushing the establish- 
ment of a new form of govern- 
ment by July this year? If so, it 
does seem to us, ordinary people, 
that changing the form of govern- 
ment is so easy that a Speaker of 
the House can wish for it and then 
have it on a silver platter at the 
snap of his fingers. So easy, it's like 
changing political parties in the 
Philippines. 

3. On the PS billion that the 
country can save by abolishing the 
Senate, how can a unicameral 
parliament that is bigger than the 
Senate and House combined, as 
Sigaw ng Bayan proposes, spend 
less? In the transition government 
alone, wouldn't the vice president 
and Cabinet members and 35 
presidential appointees be added 
to the ranks of sitting congress- 
men and senators who will com- 
pose the parliament? 

Apparently, the Cha-cha propo- 
nents are getting to master the 
Commission on Elections extraor- 
dinary mathematical ability to do 
the magic of dagdag-bawas! 

RICHARD LOZADA, 
rlozada@netzero.net 


GMA deserves heckling from students 


workers. Many of our workers are 
clamoring for wage increase just 
the way the students are demand- 
ing quality education. One thing 
the two sectors have in common is 
that both are exploited and op- 
pressed, 

But students and graduates 
should fight not only for quality 
education butalso for the immedi- 
ate ouster of the bogus President. 
GMA deserves all the heckling 
from students. She offers them 
nothing but a miserable future. 

ARCHIE RELIOSA, 
Kabataan Parasa 

"Tribung Pilipino (Katribu), 
katribu orgGyahoo,com 
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Batangas City police chie? Supt. Nilo 
Anzo said Precioso Macatangay, a resi- 
dent of Barangay Gulod Itaas here, who 
‘owns the Macro Hotel in the city, had 
just come from the San Pascual Cockpit 
Coliseum in Barangay Sta. Rita at 
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‘NBI agents’ abduct trader 


CALAMBA CITY—FOUR UNIDENTIFIED ARMED MEN 
who introduced themselves as agents of the National Bu- 
reau of Investigation abducted a businessman outside a 
cockpit arena near the boundary of Batangas City and San 
Pascual, Batangas early Sunday morning, police said. 


around 2a.m. when the armed suspects 
came up to him and forced him into his 
parked Toyota Hi-Lux vehicle. 
Quoting witnesses, Anzo said one of 
the suspects commandeered the vehicle. 
He said the suspects left the victim's 


companion, a 15-year-old girl, as they 
sped toward an unknown direction. 

More than an hour after the incident 
happened, the victim's vehicle was 
found abandoned in San Jose Del 
Monte City Bulacan. 

He said the suspects could have just 
used the name of the NBI to confuse po- 
lice investigators. 

Witnesses who saw the incident said 
the suspects told the victim that they 
were NBI agents. When we contacted 
the NBI, they said they had no opera- 
tion in Batangas,” Anzo told the Ікола- 


Scion of prominent Jolo family 


zn ina mobile phone interview. 

Macatangay’s wife told the police 
that the family had not yet been con- 
tacted by the abductors. 

Anzo said a check on the transaction. 
record of the victims credit card showed 
that he withdrew money from an auto- 
mated teller machine at the Shell gas 
station along the northbound lane of the 
South Luzon Expressway at about 4:45 
a.m. and from another ATM along the 
Congressional Road in Quezon City 
three hours ater. Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


freed after payment of ransom 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—AN UNIDENTIFIED 
armed group released the scion of a promi- 
nent family in Jolo, Sulu after receiving more 
than P1 million in ransom money, the military 
said on Friday. 

Lt. Col. Pablo Lorenzo, commander of the 
Army's 35th Infantry Battalion based in Sulu, 
said that Beltran Vergara, 42, was freed early 
morning Thursday in Indanan town after 
more than two months in captivity. 

“What we learned was that the family paid 
P1.2 million but we are doubtful. It could ac- 
tually be more than that,” Lorenzo told the IN- 
оша. 

‘Vergara, whose family runs a pharmacy in 
Jolo, was snatched along with his mother 
Caridad, 73, on April 12. 

Armed men, earlier thought to be Abu 
Sayyaf bandits, snatched them from in- 
side their home in Barangay San Raymun- 
do in Jolo. 


Later, police authorities said there was no 
evidence the suspects were Abu Sayyaf gun- 
men. 

On April 26, Caridad was freed. She was 
seen by neighbors walking near her home at 
around 9 p.m. 

Jolo Mayor Alkramer Izquierdo said Cari- 
dad might have been freed because she was 
ill, 

їп the case of Beltran, Izquierdo said he 
was not sure if ransom was paid as relatives 
‘would not cooperate with authorities. 

He said Beltran would only talk about his 
experience in the hands of the kidnappers. 

“The man was really maltreated. He has a 
‘wound on his right eye and he told me that 
the suspects beat him everyday.” Izquierdo 
said. 

Не said the Vergara family was planning to 
bring Beltran to Manila for treatment. Julie S. 
Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—"THY WILL BE DONE." 

Оп the eve of Father's Day, one of the 
most successful and oldest fathers in the 
country has died. 

Hilario Davide Sr, the father of retired 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr., died of old 
age at 101 at past 7 p.m. on Saturday in his 
residence on Waling-waling Street, Capitol 
Site, Cebu City. 

Hilario Sx’s wife, Josefa Gelbolingo-Da- 
vide died at the age of 94 in 1997. 

Hilario Sr, had seven children, 18 grand- 
children and over 20 great grandchildren. 

Davide J. was in Manila at the time of his fa- 
егэ death but some ofthe 
elder Davide's children and 
many of his grandchildren 
меге around, according to 
Cebu Ску Councilor Hi- 
Jario Davide Ш, Davide J's 
son. 

Davide Ш said he 
called his father to inform 
him of his grandfather's 
death and the former 
chief justice took the news 
calmly, saying "it was the 
will of God.” 

The retired chief jus- 
tice took the early morn- 
ing flight yesterday to be 
home to attend to his fa- 
ther’s funeral, 

Davide St’s remains were brought to the 
Cosmopolitan Memorial Funeral Homes 
along Nivel Hills, Barangay Lahug this city 
for a five-day wake. Interment will be on 
‘Thursday afternoon at the Cebu Memorial 
Park along Barangay Banilad here. 

Councilor Davide said his grandfather 
died on the eve of Father's Day, but he said it 
could be seen as a blessing too since Davide 
Sr, he added, epitomized an ideal father, 

"He was а very admirable person,” the 
grandson said, 

Hilario Sr, a retired educator, rose from 
the ranks, He began his career teaching the 
first grade in the mountain barangay of 
Apo in his hometown of Argao in southern 
Cebu. He later became a supervisor, where- 
in he lobbied for the construction of public. 

. elementary schools in different barangays 
of Argao. He retired in 1969 as school su- 
perintendent in Lapulapu City 

Hilario Sr, a native of Colawin, Argao, 
was born on Jan. 14, 1905. He met his wife 
Josefa when they both served as teachers at 
Talaga Elementary School in Argao. Josefa 
‘was also a native of Talaga. 

All his children became professionals. 
Oscar is a retired surgeon at the Don Vi- 
cente Sotto Memorial Medical Center; Ma. 
Paz is a retired schoolteacher; Romulo is a 
sclentist at the University of the Philip- 
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DAVIDESR. 


Hilario Davide Sr., one 
of the most successful 


fathers, dies at 101. 


pines-Los Bafios; Hilario Jr, a lawyer, is a 
retired chief justice of the Supreme Court; 
and Ma. Lina, who has a doctorate degree 
in drama and speech, in a director for a 
training department in a university in Ili 
nois. 

Jose, who died in 2004, was a lawyer-en- 
gineer; and Jorge, who died in 2002, was a 
doctor in soil. 

Romulo, 72, described his father as a 
great educator and disciplinarian who 
dreamed that children living in rural areas 
should be given the chance to get a good 
education. 

“I think he was given a long life because 
of his many achievements. His life was full 
of grace, he had done so many good things 

to other people,” Romulo 
said in Cebuano. 

Thats why, Romulo 
said, all of Hilario Sr's 
children dedicated them- 
selves to work for the 
good of other people too. 

Romulo said Hilario Sr 
was a very religious per- 
son who believed that ev- 
erything that happened in 
their Ше was God's will. 

Romulo said it was 

№ their father who taught 

Ч them how to pray the 

" Lords Prayer. Davide St. 

è also made sure that his 

children started their day 

with a Bible study and for 

the family to pray together at 6 p.m., every- 
day. 

He said Hilario Sr. was the one who 
taught them the love of God and how to val- 
ue the spiritual aspect of life, which became 
a strong foundation of their entire family. 

Romulo said he could not forget his fa- 
ther's favorite Biblical quote, "Ask and you 
shall be given, take and you shall find.” 

Romulo said their father always instilled 
in chem to have faith and trust in God. "Thy 
will be done.” 

It did not therefore come as a surprise 
that when Romulo was first asked if he had 
accepted his father's death, his reply was 
"Thy will be done." 

Dennis Sebastian Davide, 15, one of Davide 
5г great grandsons, said Hilario Sr. was very 
kind and generous. "We surely miss him." 

Councilor Davide said his grandfather 
‘was in and out of the hospital for two years, 
In fact, Davide Sr. had been out of the hos- 
pital for just a week before he died. 

Before he died, he could only identify a 
few members of his family and could barely 
speak, according to Nida Davide, the wife 
of one of his grandchildren. 

Nida said the family planned to bury him 
on Thursday at the Cebu Memorial Park af- 
ter the 2 p.m, Mass at the Redemptorist 
Church here. 
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Bayanihan dance troupe 


a hit in Iligan but scored 
for ‘commercialization’ 


By Christine Godinez-Ortega 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ILIGAN CITY—THE BAYANIHAN NATIONAL 
Dance Company came and conquered the au- 
diences during its free performances on Sat- 
vurday at the Mindanao State University-lligan. 
Institute of Technology (MSU-IIT) Gymnasi- 
um in celebration of the city’s 56th Charter 
Day, Adlaw sa Iligan. 

But it left local artists fuming mad because of 
alleged “bastardization,” “commercialization,” 
“self indulgent artistry” and “theatrics as an 
end” of the company’s Mindanao dance suites. 

Leading the protest is ће MSU-IIT resident 
dance-theater company Integrated Perform- 
ing Arts Guild's (Ipag) artistic director, Dr. 
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Steven Patrick Fernandez. 

їп a position paper circulated in the adin- 
danao website, Fernandez claimed that 
Bayanihan lacks “credibility” and fails in its 
“artistic responsibility” contrary to its mandate 
as a “national museum” of dance and by law, 
subsidized by government. à 

Suzie Benitez, a former Bayanihan dancet 
and now its executive director, told the IN- 
оля by phone that the Bayanihan had ап 
artistic team that has been faithful to the 
dances as choreographed by the late national 
artist for dance, Urtula. The team is headed 
by Isabel "Tita Bills" Santos. м 

Inits 50 years of artistic journey, ће Bayani- 
han has been “sincere in йз efforts to present tò 
the Filipino people our culture through dance, 


color and direction,” Benitez said, 

“It is [likewise] important to sustain the 
Bayanihan to different audiences and new 
generations of Filipinos.” i 


Blurred representation 

Fernandez pointed out the Ыштїп of repre- 
sentation of dances from its movements and col- 
ors and music he described as chants a la-Grace 
Nono and the bastardization of kulintang music 
that has no trace of the "melodic Maranao kulin- 
tang music, ће “celled” Maguindanao music and. 
the improvisatory Tausug music" 

Joining in the protest and calling for a stop to 
“the disrespect of the indigenous peoples” is Cecile 
Ariola, director of the Davao-based Mebuyan 
Peace Project and treasurer of Mindulani. 

Arriola lamented Bayanihan's “misrepresenta- 
tion” of the peoples’ artistic expressions in contrast 
хо "Mindanao theatre groups” that take care to re- 
tell indigenous stories not only to promote respect 
for these peoples but to help them in “their strug. 
gle against constant threats of extinction." 

Fernandez said a private performing group 
can recreate collages of dances but it is unfor- 
givable for a national dance group's lack of 
circumspection in its stylization and not 
knowing where the stylization is based on. 

“When staged, a work is no longer authen- 
tic because of trans-creation. But we have cul- 
tural sources as our bases and we first respect 
these sources’ ethics before anything else. The 
dancing ofa national company is a trans-crea- 
tion of a source to stage. Even with creative 
transformation, а spirit and ethics live intact 
from [its] source to its reshaping in another 
medium,” Fernandez added. 

In his position paper, Fernandez cited female 
dancers! in janggay, patadjung and sablay trying. 
to imitate the pangalay (Sulu dance) but “their 
gestures never looked like the pangalay because 

um Gf the large broad circular movements of the 

posibilidad. hands and the sharp executions that were really 

unlike the nuanced tenderness of the pangalay 

which dance researcher Ligaya Fernando Amil- 
bangsa describes as “stillness in motion." 


e sakit, malaki ang 


w 
Kang asthma 0 ubo ang kanilang aaron wa fto Labaw 
t subok ang bisa ^0 
ent, Libu-libong taow wand Lack of research 
"The lack of research, Fernandez pointed 
out, was shown in this same dance where the 
winuno, distinction between Tausug and Jama Марип 
' was blurred. In the Maranao-Maguindanao 
Suite, the female dancers in landap malong 
were preceded by a "prince" in blue costume 
and a "princess" in dazzling silver gown with 
а sarimanok on her head. He said the 
Maranao royal colors are "yellow or gold.” 
The blue color would be for a slave. The sing- 
kil, being a folk dance is nota royal dance and 
Mindanao princesses do not dance but are in- 
stead entertained by court dancers 
Tt was also a shock for a few in the audience 
when male dancers carried female dancers on 
the shoulders in the T'boli Madal Tahaw dance 
knowing the place of women in T'boli culture. 
"The Bayanihan's langka silat portion (Kun- 
tao of Sulu) also, according to Fernandez, 
should prove challenging as a cheer dance 
piece or talent portion in a beauty contest. 
Former Шап City Mayor Camilo Cabili 
who watched the recent Bayanihan perfor- 
ances in Шап regretted the “acrobatics” 
and "too much thumping of the feet onstage.” 
LAGUNDI мун all that acrobatics, what difference 
ASCOF will our dances have with the other dances in 
зооту mt SYRUP the world?" he asked. 

E T He also rued the lack of story in the “sing 
kil” dance promptly quoting the late National 
Arist for Dance and former Bayanihan Artis- 
tic Director, Lucrecia Reyes Urtula who had 
said, "the secret has to do with finding the sto- 
ту behind each dance and going ahead in 
telling it dramatically" 

Арап from this, Cabili also commented on 
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3 = à the briefness of the dance Pandanggo sa 
К oa 4 law,” which, he said, had elicited eight cur- 
: 1 tain calls during the Bayanihan performances. 
i 3447 2 i Р in New York in 1959. 
їг J Cabili met his wife, the former Leni Aland, 
0 ] па а Bayanihan dancer and soloist when the 
tio eit g Bayanihan performed in ligan in 1965. His 
d TE | { four daughters, Joanna, Cristina Marie, Feli- 
ЕЕ а à cia and Lenora also danced for the company. 
IE Epektibo Natural Ligtas ЕРЕЕН АА И 
E3 * * " а їп Шап, Cabili missed the nostalgic rondalla 
i " EE à music but, on the whole, he views every 
i 2 2 $ Bayanihan performance as significant because 
) of “the effect of the folk dances on the people." 
E ES їп the adindanao webpage, Carlo Ebeo, 
И 2 i NCCA Commissioner for Traditional Arts, said 


the Bayanihan and similar groups guilty of 
"bastardization" in the name of "artistic li- 


Jj cense" should apologize to the peoples they 

" , " а ^ Ä represent on stage. He called for the wide ex- 

j 1997 Silver Medal New Techn m Se igs А Tenure to “generally accepted and appropri- 
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саса 


By Chito A. Fuentes 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TAGBILARAN CITY—THE MUNICIPAL 
engineer of the resort town of Panglao, 
Bohol has revealed that the permit for a 
four-story building at the beach resort 
of Panglao Mayor DoloreickfDumaluan. 
has no supporting document. 

Municipal engineer Emilio Narit 
made this revelation in a June 15 let- 
ter to the Panglao municipal council, 
to respond to queries raised during 
the previous days regular session 
over the controversial construction at 
the Dumaluan Resort, 

‘The councils move was in reaction 
toan earlier report ina weekly newspa- 
per here, about the expansion project 
done at the mayor's resort without the 
necessary documents to support it. 

Магі informed the town council 
that the records in his office showed 
that the permit for the Dumaluan Re- 
sort's expansion was approved by the 
previous municipal engineer, Fernan- 
Чо Penales, with only a photocopy of 
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the approved building permit form. 

‘A photocopy of the official receipe 
issued to Dumaluan dated June 15, 
2005 showed that the mayor paid the 
‘amount of P16,667.86. 

‘Building permit no. 88870-061405 
issued on the same day specified only 
the type of occupancy which was 
“executive guest rooms.” 

The total estimated cost for the 
building, which has a floor area of 
1,012.77 meters, was more than Р5 
million, which, according to local 
contractor, was a very low estimate 
fora four-story building. 

The issuance of the permit has 
‘come under fire from the mayor's crit- 
ics including Vice Mayor Pedro Fuertes. 
since the supporting documents for is- 
suance of a building permit included 
atleast nine requirements. 

They are the Duly Accomplished 
Forms for building permit form, electi 
са] permit form and plumbing permit 
form; standard plans for vicinity/Ioca- 
tion, site development and building; 
proof of ownership of site such as tax 


declaration/TCT/OCT ог 
barangay certificetion/clearance, com- 
munity tax, bill of materials/estimates. 

‘The requirements also include an 
affidavit of undertaking if within the 
Panglao Island Tourism Estate (PITE) 
Area; Environmental Compliance Cer- 
tificate (ECC) from the Environmental 
Management Bureau-Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
for projects within the PITE Area or in 
commercial/tourism zone; and fees 
including processing and filing fee. 

Aside from the absence of an ECC, 
the PITE affidavit and the standard 
plans, Dumaluan's expansion project 
has come under fire for encroaching 
into the 20-meter salvage zone. 

Concern over Panglao's fate sur- 
faced after the helter-skelter develop- 
ment in Boracay threatened its very 
existence. 

‘The concerns mounted due to Du- 
maluan's refusal to comply with gov- 
ernment laws particularly those on the 
ECC and the 20-meter salvage zone 


Laoag City marks 41st charter day today 


LAOAG CITY—FOR THE FIRST TIME 
after obtaining its cityhood in 1965, 
this capital city will mark its charter 
day today with an elaborate ceremo- 
пу and the unveiling of a commemo- 
rative marker at the city plaza. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo bas 
declared June 19 a special nonwork- 
ing day in this city to allow residents 
to celebrate the occasion. 

Mayor Michael Fariñas will lead city 
officials and residents in paying tribute 
to Laoag's conversion to a city under 
Republic Act No. 4584. Former Ilocos 
Norte Representatives Simeon Valdez 
and the late Antonio Raquiza spon- 
sored the bill that created Laoag City. 

Some members of the city council, 
however, questioned the date of the 
city's charter, noting that the law was 
approved on June 19, 1965 but took 
effect only on Jan. 1, 1966. 

Councilor Vicentito Lazo said Jan. 
1, being the date of its implementa- 
tion, should have been the fitting day 
to mark Laoag’s charter. 

Fariñas, however said ceremonies 
‘would go on as scheduled while local ofi- 
dials form a consensus on the charter date 

Laoag's giant float, which won in the 
recent “Аймап Fiesta" in Manila, will 
parade along the city's streets today The 
float—decorated by homegrown crops 


Rounbup 
Voters’ list cleanup 


like garlic, mongo, tobacco and com—is 
a tribute to Посапо agriculture. 

Local officials said the city govern- 
ment is planning to make June 19 an 
annual commemoration following а 
research that Councilor Melvin de la 
Cuesta made in April. 

De la Cuesta sought the declaration 
of June 19 as Laoag’s official charter 
day after retrieving documents from 
the Senate's library and the National 
Library on Laoag's creation as a city. 

Тһе first officals of the city were the 
late Mayor Eulalio Siazon and Vice 
Mayor Mamerto Remigio, who died 
before he could finish his term. Then 
top elected councilor, Cesar 
Ventura, took over Remigio's 
post. Ventura would later be- 
come mayor in another may- 
oral race. 

The once missionary base 
of Spanish conquistadores 
(conquerors) and the site of 
the first rebellion against the 
tobacco monopoly in the 
18th century, Laoag has risen 
to be a top industrial and 
commercial hub today yet re- 
taining its colonial charm. 

Laoag remains a home to 
patches of brick and mortar 
houses from the Spanish peri- 


ШП 


od and American-inspired colonial 
houses that mix oddly with modem 
architectural designs. 

‘The Ilocos used to be treated as one 
province unti a royal decree in 1818 
split the province into Ilocos Norte and 
Ilocos Sur, with Sarrat and Vigan towns 
as their respective provincial capitals. 

Laoag eventually replaced Sarrat 
as locos Norte’s capital because of 
the former's larger population. 

The Laoag uprising in 1788 was a pre- 
‘cursor to the bigger rebellion in 1807 in 
Piddig town where the Basi (sugarcane 
wine) Revoltbegan. Cristina Arzadon, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Panasonic 


COTABATO CITY—Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan of the 


‘Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (AR- 
ММ) has urged the Commission on Elections to 


‘lean up the list of voters in the region to improve 
the image of the region. He said he was saddened 


that the ARMM is being singled out whenever poll 
fraud allegations surface. Recently, the opposi- 
tion accused Malacafiang of rigging the 2004 
elections by using ghost voters from the region. 
Edwin O. Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Army officer has urged 
itary residents here and 
їп Central Mindanao not 
to panic upon seeing he- 
licopter gunships and 
fighter planes of the 
Philippine Air Force fly- 
ing in the region. The 


aerial display of combat 
астай prior and after the Independence Day cele- 
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bration on June 12 were part of a "maintenan 
flight" to check these aircrafts’ "air worthiness, 
sald Col. Franklin del Prado, Army spokesperson 
of the 6th Infantry Division based in Camp Gen. 
‘Siongco in Datu Odin Sinsvat, Maguindanao. 
Many residents had expressed apprehension that а 
massive military operation could be taking place. 
Charlie C. Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Students get help 
COTABATO CiTY—The Commission on Higher 
Education sald it has set aside at least P1 milion 
in emergency education assistance fund for de- 
serving college students from Maguindanao this 
Year. Fely Jimenez, In charge of CHEd's college 
Study grant programs in Central Mindanao, sald 
the study grant program will beneft85 students 
enrolled In at east two private schools and three 
state-run colleges and universities identified by 
the district office of Maguindanao Rep. Simeon 
Datumanong. Jimenez sald the Emergency Finan- 
cial Assistance for Students is а new study grant 
program being made available to selected con- 
{ressionaldistrics, Including Maguindanao's 
2nd District. 

Nash B. Maulana, PD! Mindanao Bureau 


2 dead in Cebu fire 


CEBU CITY—A businesswoman and her 6-month- 
old grandson were charred to death on Tuesday 
when thelr house was hit by fire in Sitio Sang, 
Barangay Madridejos, Alegria, around 118 km. 
southwest of Cebu City. Policemen in nearby Badi- 
an town, who also responded to the fire alarm, 
Identified the fatalities as Cerena Bustamante, in 
her 50s, and her grandson Paul Ace. Alegria Mayor 
Raul Gulsadio sald. Police first responded to the 
fire alarm at 2:30 a.m. using the town's lona "firo- 
cycle" (a motoroycle equipped with four small 
tanks of water and other fire fighting parapherna- 
lia). The town has no firetruck, ho said. 

Jhunnex Napaliacan, PDI Visayas Bureau. 
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Progress, gro 


h assured now and in the future 


Gov. Armando Sanchez delivers improved community services 


the country's economy is significant, considering that it has one of the 

country's busiest ports and is home to a number of power generating plants, 
‘manufacturing companies and several special economic zones, all of which have 
been earning hundreds of millions of foreign exchange yearly. 

The provincial budget has risen to P1.2 million under the leadership of Governor 
Armando Sanchez. This budget covers a comprehensive infrastructure program 
that seeks to lay the basis for long-term growth of both agriculture and industry. 
Infrastructure program 

‘Sanchez knows the value of pursuing an infrastructure program. Under his 
watch, 19 bridges were constructed and rehabilitated at a cost of P90.042274 
under the “Tulay sa Barangay Project.” It is consistent with the President's Bridge 
Program. 

The governor spruced up the Provincial Capitol ata cost of P98,476,526, making 
it truly attractive. 

Apart from this, he also launched Batangas Provincial Employees Housing 
Project in Barangay Mahabang Parang in Batangas City and built the two-storey 
Music and Arts Building costing P12.9-million at the Provincial Sports Complex. 

Large boundary arches were also erected at the boundaries of Sto. Tomas, 
Batangas and Calamba City, Laguna and Nasugbu, Batangas and Cavite. 

‘Two big projects at the Provincial Capitol Complex will start this month — the 

Provincial 
Showcase Center 
and the Batangas 
Convention Center. 
These projects 
are meant to attract. 
more investments 
and visitors to 
Batangas, with the 
Provincial 
Showease Center 
exhibiting the many 
traditional and 
modern products 
manufactured in the 
four congressional 
districts of 
Batangas. 

It is designed to make Batangas products known far and wide and attract more 
markets here and overseas. 

On the other hand, the Batangas Convention Center was conceived as a major 
site for conferences and big assemblies, in the process making the provinoe attract 
more visitors from various organizations. М ee 

Toensure that Batangas could work on major construction projects using local 
workers and engineers, Sanchez purchased heavy equipment and set the stage for 
pursuing infrastructure projects and civil works. 

In all municipalities and towns of Batangas, work gangs were also deployed 
for road and canal rehabilitation, riprapping and vegetation control, including the 
cutting of grass and other associated activities to make the province greener and 
cleaner. 

Sanchez is concerned with making the people of Batangas more productive, 
and competitive and this is mirrored in his campaign to boost education and other 
programs targeting the youth and students, 

Education and Youth Development 

‘The Batangas yovernor has perhaps one of the biggest scholarship programs 
among all Philippine provinces, with 1,277 scholars now receiving P8,000 per 
semester. 

Sanchez says the provincial government has appropriated the amount of P30 
million annually for scholarships alone. Its annual payroll for 200 teachers hired 
by the Provincial School Board is P34.6 million. 

Concerned as he is that more public schools must be built and the existing ones 
repaired, Sanchez and the provincial government spent P158.7 million for the 
construction and rehabilitation of these schools. 

Sanchez likewise believes that schools are more than sturdy classrooms and 
buildings. They must be provided with the types of books and other educational 
materials to raise the intellectual maturity of students. 

He established the Dalubhasaan ng Lalawigan ng Batangas (DLB), or the 
Provincial College of Batangas, in Barangay Bolbok, Batangas City precisely to 
develop industrious and competent students and raise the academic caliber of 
students. 

More than this, Sanchez provided free education to students of the Batangas 
Provincial Science High School in Dacanlao, Calaca, Batangas and to those enrolled 
at the Batangas Provincial High School for Culture and Arts at the Batangas Sports 
‘Complex. 

The governor has spent P63.5 million for the purchase of books alone while 
P26 million was also appropriated for the acquisition of desks and armchairs. 

Believing that the best way for Batangas students to compete is to make them 
computer-literate and knowledgeable about the latest strides in information 
technology, Sanchez has distributed computer sets to public elementary and 
secondary schools in the province, with 36 beneficiaries to date. 

‘Speech laboratories will be built in key municipalities to improve English 
proficiency and facility in communicating, which is particularly helpful to those 
wishing to land jobs in various call centers. 

Health and Medical Services 

Sanchez has been credited for instituting a system of health and medical services. 
to an increasing number of children and adults in Batangs. 

His "Save a Child Project and Feeding Program" has been supported by an 
allocation of P2.9 million even as the provincial government pursues its “Early 
Childhood Care and Development Program at a cost of P16.6 million. 

The “Libreng Gamutan ni Gov. Arman” has already benefited 54,000 
constituents all over Batangas. 


I ong regarded as one of the country's premier province, Batangas’ role in 


Visit Batangas and realize why Batanguenos are a proud lot! 


First District 
and Tuy) 


Second District: 7 Towns and 1 City (Bauan, Lobo, Mabini, San Luis, San Pascual, 


Tingloy and Batangas City) 


Third District: 12 Towns and 1 City (Agoncillo, Alitagtag, Balete, Cuenca, Laurel, 
Malvar, Mataas na Kahoy, San Nicolas, Sta. Teresita, Sto. Tomas, Talisay and Tanauan 


City) 


Fourth District: 7 Towns and 1 City (Ibaan, Padre Garcia, Rosario, San Jose, San 


Juan, Taysan and Lipa City) 


8 Towns (Balayan, Calaca, Calatagan, Lemery, Lian, Nasugbu, Таа! 
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Renovating the provincial and district hospitals in Batangas has already 
cost P8.5 million, and this amount includes the refurbishing of the surgical 
ward and dialysis center in Lemery town. 

In confronting the menace of illegal drugs, Sanchez pushed the construction. 
of the Batangas Provincial Drug Rehabilitation Center in Barangay Ticub, 
Laurel, Batangas. 

To show that the provincial government is conscious of its role as a caring 
institution, Sanchez organized the Aid to Individuals in Crisis Situations (AICS) 
under the Emergency Assistance Program. AICS provides poor constituents 
with financial support to cover their medical needs. 

‘Sanchez also embarked on providing indigents in Batangas with health 
insurance under the ACS-Philhealth program. 

The anti-rabies campaign in Batangas is also proceeding without any 
hindrance and itis funded by а P2-million appropriation. The Task Force Against 
Avian Flu was organized and provided with a P6-million budget. 

Livelihood 

To date, according to Sanchez, 600 cooperatives have been assisted and 
monitored by the provincial government, consistent with its program to 
encourage self-help and focused, community-based development. 

А linchpin in the development of the local economy is the livelihood 
assistance program, which Sanchez launched. 

As far as rice production is concerned, the provincial government 
partnered with the Department of Agriculture (DA) to boost the ACS Hybrid 
Rice Gommercialization Program: ~+. 

„Sanchez also pursues the Cattle Breeding and Fattening Program (CBFP) 
with passion, believing that this economic activity would be of great help in 
increasing farm incomes. Batangas is known as a center for the trading of 
cattle. 

At the community level, Rural Improvement Clubs (RICs) were 
organized and revitalized to imbue local folk with the need to promote 
village-based progress. 

No less than 4,500 job applicants 
were processed in job fairs 
conducted by Sanchez and 
other officials of the 
provincial government. 

Supporting LGUs 

‘Sanchez has bee 
in instilling 
teamwork 
among local 
officials and 
he started off 
with giving РІ 
million in 
financial 
assistance for * 

E £n cL 
municipalities, which translates into P31 million. 

Aside from this, Sanchez also supported 34 Associations of Barangay 
Captains (ABCs) in Batangas. Each ABC received P200,000 from the 
provincial government for a total of P6.8 million. 

Sanchez has not forgotten the grassroots as well, giving each of the 1,080 
barangays in Batangas P20,000. The total assistance is P21.6 million. 

The provincial government has spearheaded the organization of 4,066 
accredited members of the Alliance of Community Service Volunteer 
Workers (ACSVW) in line with the Accelerated Community Service 
Program (ACSP). 

In support of the campaign for defending the environment, Sanchez gave 
P500,000 for the Integrated Coastal Management Program (ICMP) of the 
Batangas Bay Region, which is a pioneering program. The Task Force 
Kalikasan against illegal quarrying was also organized to check the 
destruction of riverine areas in the province. 

The provincial govemment also provided P100,000 in calamity 
assistance to all 31 municipalities and three cities, which means P3.4 million 
in direct financial support. 

Of note in the campaign against illegal gambling is the creation of the 
"Task Force vs Jueteng and other illegal numbers game. 

Sanchez also launched Patrol 117, an emergency hotline linking all local 
government units (LGUs) in Batangas. It will be operational by the end of 
this month. 


Association of Batangas (PHILEA-Batangas). 


This report on accomplishments of the administration of Gov. Armando Sanchez Is sponsored by the Philippine Ecozones 
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Messages 


Doing business in Batangas is 
definitely a strategic decision. 

Industries come because they see 
à good future being in Batangas. | 
Aside from the very good human 
resource and adequate 
infrastructure, what is also 
important is we have a good 
relationship with the local and 
provincial executives which allows 
for mutual respect The economic 
zones and the industries therein 
plus all the other industries in the 
province share the vision of the 
Governor and we are looking 
forward to doing better business 
in Batangas. 


HECTOR Y. DIMACALI 
President — First Philippine 
Industrial Park 
President — PHILEA-Batangas 


The Provincial Government of 
Batangas under the leadership of 
our Honorable Governor Armando 
С. Sanchez and the Provincial 
Veterinary Office, headed by Dr. 
Rodrigo Bautista, has spearheaded 
the awareness programs on issues 
concerning the swine and poultry 
industry in the province. Their 
undeniable support to our vision 
and programs help us attain our 
goals in the most desirable manner. 
Their role in the 1st Agricultural 
Summit, the creation of the Local 
Avian Influenza Task Force and 
ofher meetings with their offices 
fruly made us feel their 
commitment to their mandate 
especially in the swine and poultry 
industry in the Province of 
Batangas. 


LEO A. ALDUEZA 
President — Assn, of Feedmillers 
in Southern Tagalog (AFST) 
Vice-President — Batangas Egg 
Producers Assn. (Baepa) 


SUSTAINING EMPLOYMENT GAINS 
THROUGH INDUSTRIAL PEACE 


| Notices of Strikes/Lockouts Filed vs. Actual Strikes/Lockouts Declared 
2000 - 2006 * 


Proactive DOLE plus mature workers and employers 
equals six years of industrial peace 
T= formula that leads to industrial peace is simple yet 


Developing mutual trust, the DOLE found out under 
Sto. Tomas, means involvement and participation. In 


intensifying its conciliation and mediation efforts, the | 
From 2001 to 2006, there was a decline—and this decline DOLE, in certain cases, involved sectors in the 


is continuing—in the number of notices of strikes/lockouts 
623 in 2001; 752 in 2002; 606 in 
2003; 558 in 2004; 465 in 2005; and 
‘a mere 153 as of June 15, 2006. 
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striking. And it is successful. See the data. 


community—other government 
agencies, non-government 
organizations, self-help groups, the 
Church, even neighborhood 
associations. Said Sto. Tomas: 

iey, too, have a stake in ensuring 


айлын сла ETT 
“industrial peace is good for the nation 
because It preserves Jobs „and 
encourages more Investments. 


Out of these notices, actual 

strikes happened, but the numbers, 

too, were on a steep decline. From 2001 to 2006, actual industrial peace.” 

Strikes/lockouts across the country sharply decreased: only тре DOLE has enlisted the participation of these 

SiN ыл ee 2005; sectors in conciliation and mediation through formal 

$s only nie poc Mae Ls BAIA agreements, such as the ones it has forged with the 
‘Archdiocese of Manila and the Philippine Export 


Processing Zone Authority. “We have also been conducting 
Labor and Employment Secretary Patricia A. Sto. Tomas, а lor of training for our conciliators and seminars on labor 


who assumed the stewardship of the department in February and management education,” said Director Hans Leo 
2001, says it is basically hard, tiring work: Getting the workers Cacdac of the National Conciliation and Mediation Board, 
and employers sit together in the negotiating table and exploring the DOLE agency implementing the department's 
amicable points of agreement before a problem gets worse or, conciliation and mediation programs. 

to be more precise, before a notice matures into an actual strike. 

‘Add to the recipe a healthy dose of mutual trust, and you reach 
a solution. It helps, too, that today's workers and employers 
are mature and responsible, she said. 


‘What's the formula? 


"Industrial peace is good for tbe nation because it 
preserves jobs and encourages more investments," said Sto. 


pa + Data for 2006is as of June 15 only. 
omas. 


Source: National Conciliation and Mediation Board (NCMB) 


tripartite 
declaration 
of principles 


T: Trade Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP) and the Federation 


of Free Workers (FFW), representing Workers; the Employers 
Confederation of the Philippines (ECOP), representing Employers; and 
the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) and its attached agencies, 
representing Government; 
Hereby adopt and bind ourselves to this Tripartite Declaration of Principles 
toward employment creation and preservation, industrial peace, and economic 
development, as follows: 


On Employment ‘TRIPARTITE PARTNERS. The Philippines's delegation to this year's Intemational Labor Organization convention in Geneva, 


‘Employment is the primary means by which workers and their families can 
live meaningful lives. Investments are essential to create and preserve 
‘employment. Harmonious labor-management relations, along with appropriate 
infrastructure, incentives and measures to reduce costs of doing business, are 
essential in establishing a competitive and employment-friendly investments 


Switzerland, where it forged the Tripartite Declaration of Principles, pose for posterity after signing the landmark document 
(From left to right) Ranuifo Р. Payos, Vice President, Employers Confederation of the Philippines (ЕСОР); Rene Y. Soriano: 
President, ECOP; Miguel V. Varela, Chairman, ECOP; Hon. Patricia A. Sto. Tomas, Secretary, Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE); Democrito T. Mendoza, President, Trade Union Congress of the Philippines (ТОСР); Allan S. 


Montano, President, Federation of Free Workers (FFW); Luzviminda б. Padilla, Undersecretary, DOLE; and Benedicto 


climate, Emesto В. Bitonio, Jr., Chairman, National Labor Relations Commission. 


‘Small and medium enterprises have a large contribution in employment 
creation. Their capacity, productivity, and knowledge base should be continuously improved. Their access to credit and markets should be enhanced. Strategic linkages with big enterprises should be 
encouraged. 


We БАП on political leaders and development agencies to prioritize the use of development funds to support employment creation and preservation. There should also be equal priority to upgrading 
the skills, knowledge, and competencies of workers so that they can have better access to employment opportunities. 


On Wages and Income 
Wages must be just and adequate. Collective bargaining and negotiations are preferred modes of fixing wages and other benefits. On the other hand, the Regional Tripartite Wage Boards remain 
to be the most viable mechanisms in determining minimum wage increases. 


ее то mast be protected. Wage-setting should be supported by policies that increase purchasing power, protect take-home pay, and promote access to social services. All sectors concer ned, 
particularly the business sector, should ensure that prices are kept at reasonable levels. We support the granting of tax exemptions to minimum wage earners. We, likewise, call on national and local 
government leaders to allocate more resources to education, training and health services. 


On Labor Standards and Productivity 
Tabor standards and productivity are mutually reinforcing. Labor standards make employee-employer relations fair and predictable. Voluntary compliance by employers with these standards 
motivates workers to be more productive, and enables both employers and workers to save on enforcement costs and maximize the use of their resources. 


Tn this regard, we will jointly develop modules and undertake information and education campaigns to promote awareness of and compliance with labor standards. These shall be complemented 
by modules aimed at improving productivity, especially in small and medium enterprises. 


On Labor Relations 


"The right to collective bargaining and negotiations is a right of both workers and employers. We will exert all efforts, including the conduct of tripartite information and education campaigns, to 
ensure that this right is exercised in a free and responsible manner. 

For this purpose, the rules governing organization of unions and certification elections shall be simplified and liberalized. The goal should be to allow the parties, within the shortest possible time, 
to engage in collective bargaining and negotiations. Plant-level mechanisms that enable parties to directly share their gains shall also be supported 


Tlor-management differences are best resolved by the parties themselves, or through conciliation or mediation. Accordingly, we will devise and support measures to enable workers and 
employers to directly resolve their differences and grievances. 


Labor disputes are oftentimes inevitable, making compulsory arbitration indispensable. In this regard, we support measures to expedite arbitration processes so that disputes are resolved in the 
fastess terest least expensive and most effective way possible. At the same time, we also support measures to improve predictability, transparency, and accountability in all labor dispute settlement 
agencies. 

Implementation and Monitoring 


Within thirty days from the signing of this Declaration, we agree to constitute a tripartite committee that will spell out the specific projects, activities, and funding renyiremente necessiy ГО En 
that the foregoing principles are made effective. Thereafter, this committee, which will operate within the framework of the Tripartite Industrial Peace Council (TIPC) and other existing tripartite 
mechanisms, shall meet regularly to monitor the progress made by the parties with their respective commitments. 


SIGNED in Geneva, Switzerland, June 9, 2006. 


FOR WORKERS: FOR EMPLOYERS: 


p AN 
GUE% B. VARELA 
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President, TUCP 
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BAGUIO CITY—MAYOR BRAULIO 
Yaranon is investigating the reported 
disappearance of trees he tried to pro- 
tect from a government project that 
aims to build a flyover near Kennon 
Road and Marcos Highway. 

Yaranon has refused to sign a tree- 
cutting permit that will allow ће De- 
partment of Public Works and High- 
Ways to clear an area near the Baguio 
General Hospital and Medical Center 

2 (BGHMC) where the 297-meter fly- 
over would traverse. 

But residents discovered some of 
the trees dug out last week, near a 
drainage repair work site. 

A worker there said government 
employees did not cut the trees but 
"relocated" them so they can proceed 
without violating any environmental 
rule 

Rebecca Luyk, a local environmen- 
tal advocate, alerted Yaranon about 
the missing trees on Sunday. 

Yaranon objected to the flyover 
project after he assumed office in 
2004, citing anomalies in its develop- 
ment. 

The project is one ofa series of pro- 
posed road programs in the area 
pushed by the DPWH, using the P44 
million that was left from the 
Japanese loan used to rehabilitate the 
Marcos Highway. 

Government engineers originally 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Across the NATION 
Baguio mayor asks council 
to stop flyover project 


proposed to build an underpass in the 
area to connect Kennon Road and 
Marcos Highway, but local environ- 
mentalists opposed them. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo last 
year asked Public Works Secretary 
Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. to transfer 
the savings instead to Benguet road 
projects, but government engineers 
discouraged her, saying it would in- 
vite suits against her administra- 
tion. 

In a letter on June 8, Yaranon 
asked the council to cancel its en- 
dorsement of the flyover project. 

He told the council that “up to 40 
live trees, including several trees 
that are at least 50 to 75 years old, 
will be destroyed” by the flyover 
project. 

“Technical malversation is evident 
[im the flyover plans] because foreign 
funds for the rehabilitation of the 
Marcos Highway is diverted to fund a 
flyover embracing Kisad Road, Ken- 
non Road, Governor Pack Road and 
the Burnham Park [forest] reserva- 
tion,” he said. 

“The flyover project, which has а 
total length of 297 meters, is not 
covered by the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources’ 
environmental compliance certifi- 
cate (ECC 0207-087-208)... which 
covers a project of only 178 me- 


ters,” Yaranon said. 

The second phase of the flyover 
project, Yaranon said, is not covered 
by this ECC. He said preparatory civil 
works at the site had left soil and de- 
bris that could soon clog Burnham 
Park's drainage system. 

“The entire project is not cov- 
ered by the requisite certificate of 
availability of funds needed to 
complete the flyover, hence provi- 
sions of the Revised Administra- 
tive Code requiring such certifica- 
tion before bidding and com- 
mencement of any infrastructure 
project have not been complied 
with," he said. 

Yaranon said "there is no great 
public need for a flyover” at the 
BGHMC rotunda. 

He told the council that the loan 
savings should be used instead to 
repair hazardous portions of the 
Marcos Highway "where dozens of 
lives have been lost in traffic acci- 
dents caused or aggravated by 
steep grades, sharp U-shaped 
curves and lack of provision for 
safety barriers.” 

Copies of Yaranon's letter were 
sent to Ms Arroyo, Ebdane and Secre- 
tary Silvestre Afable Jr, the Cabinet 
Officer for Regional Development in 
the Cordillera. Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


Many bat species now extinct, expert says 


DAVAO CITY—MANY SPECIES OF 
bats have gone extinct worldwide 

5 while the populations of other species 
of the flying mammal are fast declin- 
ing, an expert said. 

Dr. Merlin Tuttle, president and 
founder of the Texas-based Bats Con- 
servation International (BCD, said 
the decline in the global bat popula- 
tion could be blamed on misconcep- 
tions, the increasing number of bat- 
eating people, the disturbance of its 
habitat, and the careless use of pesti- 
cides, 

On Thursday, Tuttle gave lectures 
to students here as part of his group's 
worldwide campaign on bat conser- 
vation. 

„Не also visited а bat sanctuary in 
Malagos district and a cave in Babak, 
in Samal, Davao del Norte. 

Norma Monfort, a trustee of the 
Monfort Bat Conservation Park in 
‘Tambo, Samal, said about 1.8 million 
bats abound in 70 caves on the is- 
land. 

Two of the largest bats in the 
world, Ascerodon gobatus and Ptero- 
pus vampyrous, are found in the Mala- 
gos watershed їп Calinan district 
here. 


ТАТО ANTHONY FISIADES 

Contrary to what is generally be- 
lieved and feared about bats, Tuttle 
said the animal is actually not harm- 
ful and rarely attacks humans. 

It is 20 times more likely that an in- 
dividual may be killed by a dog at- 
tack, he said. 


Bats are very important to the 
ecosystem and for the survival of 
thousands of other animals and plant. 
species, Tuttle said. 

In Australia, for example, a single 
cave can host an average of about one 
million bats, which can gobble up to 
some 200 metric tons of insects that 
are destructive to crops. 

"So it's an effective insect control,” 
hesaid. 

But he warned that because the 
bat population was fast declining, 
the ecological balance could also 
suffer. 

Tn Australia, the recorded bat pop- 
ulation in the 1920s is about 28 mil- 
lion. 

"But it has declined to less than 
half million now. The situation threat- 
ens the world's forests since trees are 
also dependent on bats for pollina- 
tion," he added. 

He said education about bats and 
a vigorous conservation effort 
could still reverse the population 
decline. 

There are about 70 species of bats in 
the Philippines, Тшде said. Dennis Jay C. 
Santos and Judy M. Quiros, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 
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GROUNDED BOATS 


someone to row him into the sea. 


This boy steps into one of the kayak boats in a beach in Matina, Davao City, waiting ог 
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DENR to abolish some offices 


in Dumaguete, 


DUMAGUETE CITY—SOME ADJUNCT OF- 
fices under the executive regional director of 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources and some Community Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources Offices (Cenros) 
will be abolished as soon as the rationaliza- 
tion plan of the department is carried out. 

Under the proposed rationalization plan 
for Central Visayas or Region 7, prepared by 
the regional office of the DENR, only 115 'oF 
the 155 employees will be retained, according 
to Charlie Fabre, of Cenro-Dumaguete. 

Fabre disclosed that the proposed rational- 
ization plan also recommended the abolition 
of four of the five offices under the office of 
the regional executive director. 

Fabre declined to elaborate but said the 
proposal is to retain only the office of the re- 
gional technical director. 

Fabre also said his office will be possibly 
abolished since under the plan, in areas 
where there is a Provincial Environment and 
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cut workforce 


Natural Resources Office (Penro) and a Cen- 
то, the Cenro will be abolished. 

The Penro in Negros Orientalis also located 
in Dumaguete. 

Fabre added that casual workers of the Pen- 
тоз and Cenros in the region might also lose 
their jobs as their appointments that will end 
this month were not yet renewed. 

‘The environment offices in Negros Oriental 
have 46 casual workers, who have been in the 
service for an average of 10 years, Fabre said. 

He said the risk of losing their jobs is a 
probability, especially with the rationaliza- 
tion plan of the government, which man- 
dates the streamlining of the government's 
bureaucracy. Those who will be retrenched 
will be offered an early retirement package, 
Fobre said. 

He said the streamlining plan will be imple- 
mented as soon as the Department of Budget and 
Management gives йз go signal. Romy Amarado, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Death revives plan 
to drive away small 
miners in Vizcaya 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA—THE Mines 
and Geosciences Bureau has revived its plan to 
drive out small miners in a remote village in Kasi- 
bu town, site ofa proposed gold-copper site of an 
Australian mining company, officials here said. 

Jerrysal Mangaoang, MGB director in Ca- 
gayan Valley issued the statement after a min- 
ег on Wednesday reportedly inhaled fumes 
from blasted dynamite sticks that they had 
been using for their operations. 

Mangaoang said they would again try to 
stop about 300 small miners who had trooped 
to Dinkidi hill in Didipio village and had been 
staging mining activities in the area. 

"More deaths [will occur] if [this is] not 
stopped. [The miner's death] was a simple case. 
of ignorance of basic safety precautions [after] 
gas accumulated inside [the tunnel],” he said. 

Acting, provincial police director Senior 
Supt. Rogelio Damazo said Eugene Ansibey, 
29, a resident of Didipio, died of gas poisoning 
while inside one of the mining tunnels there, 

Didipio, located at the Maparang-Palali 
mountain range near the Nueva Vizcaya- 
Quirino border, is he site of a proposed large- 
scale mining project of Australasian Philip- 
pines Mining Inc. (Apmi), formerly Climax 
Arimco Mining Corp. 

‘The company intends to push through with 
its $102-million mining venture, aiming to 
process about 4 million ounces of gold and 
1.5 billion ounces of copper deposits. 

‘The company, however, has failed to start oper- 
ations due to resistance from local communities. 

Since last year, the small miners, many of 
whom were villagers and settlers from Ifugao 
and Benguet provinces, have dug small tun- 
nels on the hill to extract gold flakes. 

It was the second death reported since the 
entry of small miners in the area, In January, 
another miner, Ananayo Namullag, was killed 
ina dynamite explosion. 

Mangaoang rejected plans of granting per- 
mits to the small miners in Dinkidi hill, saying 
the location of the miners’ operations lies di- 
rectly above the ore-body which Apmi is eye- 
ing to process. Melvin Gascon, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 
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Cheap drugs sold in Zambales village pharmacies 


By Tonette Orejas the 86th outlet ‘established in lets, which were established in даро City in the last nine months, Alvarado said the Mandaloy ily use and not for resale, he said. 
PDI Central Luzon Desk Zambales. Zambales by the Zambales War according to Lacbain. outlet still manages to get a 20- Lacbain said the project has 
: ‘Alvarado said medicines in the against Poverty Foundation, Тһе foundation provides an percent income despite the low targeted to organize 200 Botika 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—FOR community pharmacy меге DOH, the Department of Social initial stock worth P3,000 toeach prices of medicines. Natin sa Nayon outlets in Zam- 
50 centavos, the 200 families ina cheaper by P1 to P100 and resi- Welfare and Development and outlet. Funding came from the Lachain said residents are provid- bales and Olongapo City. 
community in Masinloc, Zam- dentssave on fare money because Vice Gov. Ramon Lacbain I. priority development assistance ed a price list of medicines to guard Не appealed to overseas Fil- 
bales, cor buy a SOO-miligram they need not go anymore to the Community pharmacies have of Senators Edgardo Апага and against overpricing. The price lst в ipino workers in those areas to 
paracetamol tablet to relieve pain town proper as the medicines are also been established in villages Francis Pangilinan. ako displayed in the store, usually a support their initiative to bring 
and reduce a fever. sold right in the village. in Subic, Castillejos, San Felipe ^ Each pharmacy is managed by garage of a volunteer. cheap medicines within the reach 
А 500-mg mefenamic acid (pain That, she said, saves them P8O in and Sta. Cruz towns and Olon- 10 volunteers. ‘The medicines are strictly for fam- of poor residents in the province. 
reliever) capsule, 2-mg loperamide jeepney and tricycle fares and at 
(anti-diarthea), 300-mg isoniazid least an hour of travel. The village is 
tablet (anti-bacterial and antitu- 22km from the national highway. p Ў 
berculosis) and а 200-mg ibuprofen ^ Mandaloy is one of the re- Good For More 
used to relieve headache) tablet motest communities in Masinloc, Than Just Basements. STAINING MADE 
are within theirreach at P1 each. which hosts the coal-fired thermal - 
“Thanks toa Botika Nati sa Nay- ріал ofthe National Power Corp. f y К [- Di. 
оп оше, generic medicines are Masinloc Vice Mayor Pepito Di 
available at “miraculously low maculangan, a doctor, said the 
rices” and 24 hours a day in Sitio medicines are effective because 
[яшоу in Barangay Тыш, these come from a distributor li- 
Masinloc said Genalyn AWvarado,a censed by the Department of 
resident there and the team leader Health. 
of the community pharmacy. Dimaculangan has been en- 
The  Mandaloy pharmacy, couraging residents to buy from 
which was opened onJune4,was the Botika Natin sa Nayon out- 
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posting bail, Genio said. held office at the annex building 
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somehow reduce the political For 12 months, the small mu- 16 
tension on Lubang Island. nicipality of Lubang had two mmu e- 
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Sur said they were alarmed by the sanctuary and is one of the coun- 
increasing presence of janitor fish, пуз major and important wet- d 
а species from Brazil, and brought lands. It is also a major catch- Intel Core Duo Processor z 
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By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


Т HE MORE GRANDIOSE THE 


new temples of worship, the 

better. This will bring the na- 
tives “under the bells” (debajo de 
las campanas). Thus reasoned out 
the Spanish missionary friars at the 
end of the 16th century and the 
start of the 17th century. The good 
fathers succeeded, perhaps beyond 
their wildest dreams. 

Four hundred years later, more than 80 
percent of the Philippines remains Catholic 
(practicing or nominal), despite the blandish- 
ments of other faiths. 

The early churches, propelled by forced la- 
bor, were made of wood, bamboo and nipa. 
When these proved to be fire hazards, the fri- 
ars turned to stone, corals, lime and mortar. 
Indio and Sangley artisans were taught to 
quarry stone, bake lime and create mortar by 
mixing lime or cement, sand and water. 

And so great churches—mostly Ro- 
 manesque-baroque—were constructed in Lu- 
топ and the Visayas. (Mindanao was then 
wild frontier land, with the Spaniards and 
Moros slugging it out.) 


Tumultuous history 

The history of these churches is as tumul- 
‘tous as that of the country, Many have been 
destroyed by fire, earthquakes and war. Oth- 
ers have been reconstructed, restored or (hor- 
rors) renovated by insensitive parish priests. 

For instance, the church in Malate, Manila 
(dedicated to Nuestra Sefiora de Remedios) 
was greatly damaged by the 1863 earthquake 
and rebuilt. A century earlier, British forces 
had used the church to protect their rear- 
guard in the capture of Manila. 


‘THE INTERIOR of the San Beda Church. 
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‘THE MALATE Church (left) and San Agustin Church in Intramuros. 


Awe-inspiring places 
of worship continue 
to rekindle people's 
faith in the Almighty 


Today, a National Historical Institute mark- 
er pays tribute to the Columbian fathers and 
“tens of thousands of Malate parishioners 
who were victims of the atrocities of the 
Japanese Imperial Forces and American 
shelling during the Battle for Manila from 
Feb. 3-17, 1945." 

The British forces also pillaged the church 
of San Agustin in Intramuros, Manila, in their 
infamous occupation of the city and country 
in 1762. San Agustin is the oldest stone 
church in the country, construction having 
started in 1587 and completed in 1607. 


World Heritage Site 

Interred here are the ashes of the early 
Spanish conquistadores like Legazpi. The 
church was chosen as a World Heritage Site 
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (Unesco) in 1993. 
Its interiors are awe-inspiring, with their 
chandeliers (shades of “Phantom of the 
Opera”), towering retablo (altar backdrop), 
side altars and period pulpit. 

Hidden in the loft is a formidable pipe organ 
which is used for international music festivals. 

Also inspiring awe among the devotees аге | 
the interiors of the neogothic church of San 
Sebastian (which became a basilica їп 1991) 
and the church of San Beda, dedicated to the 
Santo Niño Jesus de Praga. 

The San Beda Abbey is relatively new, hav 
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QC, Rizal to share common 
burial ground for Muslims 


By DJ Yap the two local govemments units. tion of perimeter fences and road project of President Macapagal- 
Quezon City Mayor Feliciano networks. Arroyo, is in partnership with the 
A COMMON BURIAL GROUND Belmonte Jr. and Rodriguez May- In return, it will be allowed to Urban Asset Reform Project Man- 
for departed Muslims will soon ог Pedro Cuerpo recently signed use half of the three-hectareland agement Office, United Nations 
be shared by Islamic communi- the MOA for the project which free of charge. Development Programme, Office 
ties in Quezon City and Ro- will be funded by a P5 million Тһе Montalban Islamic Affairs of the Special Envoy to the Gulf 
driguez, Rizal. grant from the Kingdom of Council will be in charge of the Cooperation Council and the De- 
‘Athrée-hectare piece of proper- Bahrain to Muslims in Quezon cemetery оп the Montalban side partment of Finance. 
ty at Sitio Maislap, Barangay San City. while the QC Muslim Consulta- Belmonte and Cuerpo de- 
Isidro in Rodriguez is set to Бе йе. Under the agreement, Quezon tive Council will be responsible scribed the project as vital in ad- 
veloped into the “QC-Montalban City will transfer and manage the for the other half on the Quezon dressing the needs of Muslim 
Islamic Cemetery” underamemo- fund for the development of the City side. communities in Quezon City and 
randum of agreement between cemetery, including the construc- Тһе undertaking, a priority Rodriguez town. 


Manila Police: ‘Ronda’ effective crime deterrent 


By Margaux С. Ortiz against the prolifera- time and area of the stall peepholes in their doors or 
E tion of crimes against neighborhood walk gates for the immediate identifi- 
‘TRE REVIVAL OF THE “RONDA” property in the city should be known only cation of visitors. 
(oving patrol) system з ап ейес- were included in а > to the leader of the. 
tive way to ward off criminal ele- pamphlet distributed - volunteers,” Bulaong Off limits to strangers 
mins in the neighborhood, ас by MPD personnel last stressed. Under по circumstances 
cürding to the Manila Police Dis- week. The MPD also re- should strangers be admitted in- 
vict (MPD). Р SM minded homeowners side the house, according to the 
i'The most’ common crimes Regular meetings pe fo jot down the tele- pamphlet. Transactions should be 
nowadays are robbery and theft,” Bulaong said regu- 5 phone numbers ofthe made at the door to prevent 
MPD director Chief Supt. Pedro lar crime prevention 8&7 ZA nearest police station, strangers from seeing the inside 
Bylaong said in а recent inter- meetings should Бе} hospital and neigh- of the house. 
view, explaining that the “ronda” held to discuss the -BULAONG bors. “Never tempt potential offend- 
system would ensure thesafetyof common modus Bulaong said chil- ers with a full view of your house. 
lives and property in the commu- operandi of criminals and formu- dren should also be taught to call Install curtains or cover appli- 
шу. late countermeasures against up the police in case strangers or ances and other expensive equip- 
k them. suspicious individuals hang ment and do not leave clothes 
Collective effort ‘According to а set ofreminders around the house. hanging on the clothesline at — " à 
T'^ conscious, collective effort listed in the MPD leaflet, a group “Housekeepers should be re- night" Bulaong said. > ^ ds за 
tg maintain peace and order іп of two or three resident volun- quiredtogivetheiremployerspo- Тһе MPD pamphlet also isi EAE EALAN PEE EA 
te neighborhood is far more ef- teers can patrol the streets during lice clearance and pictures,” Bu. stressed that during stormy ” ” 
ке hama individualor fam. a specific time and immediately laong said, adding that it would weather, door and window locks STRAYING THOUGHTS 
ilf-oriented approach to crime alert neighbors through ргеаг be better ifthe househelparerec- should be double-checked and  Aboy’smind seems to be somewhere else even though he 
prevention,” the MPD official ‘ranged signals when acrimeisin ommended by relatives or empty cans placed in strategic should be concentrating on where to put his foot down next, for 
added. progress. friends. places to alert homeowners in amisstep could result in his fall. RAFFY LERMA 
Thisadviceaswellasothertips ^ "Iftheronda groupissmall,the He also advised residentstoin- case intruders enter the house. 


STO. NIÑO Church in Tondo BINONDO Church, the Catholic temple of Chinese devotees. 


Great churches of Old Manila 


From page А25 churches on the site had been е. wasestablished by the Franciscan lare 1940s and early 1950s—var- QUIAPO Church: for the ‘masa’. 
ing been constructed in 1925. Itis STOyed by earthquakes, so the missionaries outside the Walled ious churches had been built and 
distin by ie ран collect fathers decided on an City of Manila in е сог- destroyed in Manila during the i 
poured by Fe Lesmes allsteel structure. netstone of the present church centuries—until it was finally re- 2884 in World Wor h, it маз re pecs ote ev sepe 
lopez assisted by a lay brother, _ “A church of steel, made tolast was laid down in 1720. The constructed and restored to its uilt during the 1970s. Its impos- scale and grandeur in a busy pro-, 
Salvador Alberich. forall time,” declared church his- church is dedicated tothe OurLa- former glory in 1958. ing façade is a tribute to the Our _letarian setting, Й 
torians Pedro Galende, OSA, and ду of the Abandoned (“шап Ma- Опе of the country's most ven- Lady ofthe Most Holy Rosaryand Bowed by the weight of cen. 
All-steel structure Rene Javellana, SJ. The prefabr. pag-ampon"), and wasthesiteof erable institutions is the "Basilika thelnfantJesus, — turies and the burden of history, 
The church of San Se- таан. "amdeeckial p some. пе Hemd onthe Owpo There ere mom daciei survivors ш 
bastian, dedicated ro the Belgium by Belgian engineers, years back. Church, which is commemorat- Visit but we end our journey in ral catastrophes, the great, 
and the parts sent to Manila via м ing the fourth centenary of the Plaza Moriones, Tondo, at the churches of Old Manila always £ 
steamships. The church was Familiar landmark зе е founh ea бе ш 1929 landmark to National Artist Ama- serve co rekindle one's faith in the ” 
MES SS and dedard a Near San Agustin n Int devesared the church, leaving do V Hernandez Here stands the flawed but beautiful religion of: 
National Historical Landmark in muros is a familiar landmark in only its walls and belfry. Architect Santo Niño church, with its im- our forefathers. 
1973. the city, the majestic Manila Juan Nakpil (who was later 
the Eiffel Tower in. ‘Another interesting old Cathedral. Ithad been a hulk ofa named a National Artist) drafted 
Pads, Earlier XD church is the Santa Ana, which building for many years in the фе plans for the reconstructed 
church. 
The basilica recently under- 
went a facelift, and is now bigget 
and roomier. К still swarms w 
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THE MAJESTIC Manila Cathedral THE ALL-STEEL structure of the San Sebastian Church 
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DENR: Marcos-Sumulong Highway hot spot for hot logs 


By Blanche S. Rivera hardwood species like narra and іп Tanay will have a lot ofexplain- other parts of Luzon. Interchange, the North and South а protected area under Proclama- 
lauan from Barangay Daraitan in ing to do for their failure to appre- Aside from the Marcos-Sumu- Harbor exits in Manila leading to tion 1636, which means harvest- 
THE DEPARTMENT OF.ENVI- Tanay, Rizal earlier this month. hend these vehicles,” Kyamko said long Highway, the Batasan-Litex the Cavite Coastal Road-Aguinaldo іпр of trees and other forest prod- 
ronment and Natural Resources ‘Barangay Daraitan is a 45- inastatement. Road-Commonwealth intersection Highway intersection, and the San ucts is highly restricted and re- 
is keeping an eye on the Marcos- minute drive from the Marikina- Another 2,000 board feet of is also being eyed by police for its Pedro, Laguna-Muntinlupa portion quires a special permit from the 
Sumulong Highway—a route Infanta Road that links Талау to hardwood species were also seized proximity to Marcos Highway, ofthe South Luzon Expressway. БЕМА. 
which illegal loggers could be us- the Marcos-Sumulong Highway, a іп Gen. Nakar, Quezon, which was The North Diversion Road- Kyamko said a resident of The NAECTF operatives, along 
ing to transport wood products known route taken by vehicles car- devastated by flash floods and Quirino Highway-Andres Bonifa- Barangay Daraitan, which sits on wth Tanggol Kalikasan volunteers. 
fram Sierra Madre to Metro rying undocumented timber to landslides in 2004 allegedly due to cio intersection wasalsoidentified, the boundary of Rizal and Quezon, and the Philippine Army, also 
Manila and other parts of Luzon.  lumberyards and sash factories in deforestation. along with the nearby MacArthur had informed the DENR that 10- found a logpond in Barangay 
Environment Undersecretary Rizal and Мето Manila, according The DENR has identified Highway forming the boundary of wheeler trucks have been going in Pagsengahan in Gen. Nakar. Som 
Roy Kyamko, deputy head of the to the DENR. eight major routes in Metro Manila and Bulacan. and out of фе barangay loaded hardwood logs had been left in th: 
National. Anti-Environmental “Our people manningtheDENR Manila frequently used by ille- The other “hot” routes for illegal with timber that probably came area, apparently set to be trans? 
Grime Task Force (NAECTE), said checkpoints along a road connect- gal loggers to transport their loggers coming from the south are from the Sierra Madre. ported to Metro Manila, according: 
operatives seized 8,540 feet of ing the barangay to the main road timber to the metropolis and Фе North Diversion Road-Malinta The Sierra Madre was declared to Kyamko. È 


METROBRIEFS 


By Chito A. Fuentes 


id Nancy C. Carvajal Rains no protection from fires, says cop 
an 


ALTHOUGH the rainy season may provide a respite from fire incidents, the Mana 
ч DR] Fire Department yesterday warned the public against taking precautionary mea- 
А BOHOLANA HAS ADMITTED “ 1 sures for granted, "The number of fire incidents significantly decrease during the 7 
Кїйїп a fellow overseas Filipino тапу season” SFO? Gaudencio Magallanes said in an Interview. He stressed, 
‘worker whose body was found in- however that ilegal electrical connections abound ай yer, causing most blazes in 
side a traveling bag in Quezon the clt. “legal electrical connections and jumpers often result in conflagrations 
City on June 15. in densely populated areas like Tondo and Sampaloc,” Magallanes noted, adding ~ 
Grace Abuyabor Cuba, 34, a resi- that electrical wirings top the list of fire hazards in the city. The arson investigator 
dent of Tagbilaran City, however, in- said they conduct daily fire prevention inspections in different parts of the Manila. 
sisted that she acted in self-Hefense 3 3 "But we need the help and cooperation of the public to succeed in controlling the 
when she killed Rosita Sarin follow- ^ У А À = number of fre incidents ай throughout the year." Magallanes added. 
ingabheatedargument,, , ^ Р x ‘Margaux C. Ortiz 
“fr was self-defense: ‘She was У А Д т 
the first one who got hold of a 2 Мы AS x 1 Mauledto death? 
knife and stabbed me. I never in- м E A MASON believed to be the victim of a mauling was found dead minutes af- 
tended to kill her. My mind just i ? Р tera drinking spree with co-workers before dawn yesterday in Quezon City. 
went blank,” she told reporters. we The body of Harold Tayag. a stay-in worker at Queensgate Townhomes in 
Cuba said she and:Sarin hadan; e : i E Barangay Marlana, was discovered at 3:10 a.m. at the corner of Madison 
argunent on June 14 insde her к LE Street and Aurora Boulevard. Investigator SPO2 Jun Cuaresma of the Que- 
apartment in Project 8, Quezon / F LAS топ City Police District said the victim had a broken skull, which he likely 
City She claimed that Sarin had $ i sustained from blows using a hard object. The victim was last seen alive 
told her Lebanese husband, whois. f 1 £4 while drinking beer with five co-workers at the Four Aces Videoke Bar on 
Pe See at dhe (Cuba м 4 Aurora Boulevard in San Juan, police said. One of his companions, Eimer 
jm Ru garde ies Patawaran, told the police that he and the four others went home at about 3 
had an affair with another man 21 * E a.m., leaving Tayag at the bar. After a few minutes, Tayag also left the bar. No 
while working in Taiwan. 2 1 У. Suspect for his death has been Identified, and the motive remains unknown, 
The two argued and Sarin got r police said. 
hold ofa kitchen knife, Cuba said. f $i DJYap 
She. added that she managed to bes 


take the knife away and stabbed Winning grant proposal seminar 
Sarin repeatedly. \ TIME WITH DAD TRITIUM Knowledge Center Publishing will conduct a “winning grant pro- 
The victim's body was found Fathers and their children bonded yesterday asthe posal writing" seminar for nongoverment organizations, foundations, re- 
the following day, stuffed in a country celebrated Father’s Day. At the UP Diliman ‘search groups, consulting firms, universities and local governments on 
traveling bag, by a taxi driver ‘campus, а тап took his son on abicycle ridearound the June 28. The speakers at the seminar, to be held at the Richville Hotel in 
who told the police that it had Academic Oval (left) as another pair wentonastroll Mandaluyong. are Arnold Divino, coordinator of Canada Fund; Angelita В. 
been left by a woman who had long Roxas Boulevard in Manila, stopping along пе. Cunanan, coordinator of the Small Grants Program of the United Nations 
asked to be taken to the airport. saygohavea snack (вор ight) Justa few metersaway Development Program and Katherine б. Contreras, program afer of 
Police later identified the woman 5 from them, a young boy took a picture of his father. Metrobank Foundation Inc. For details, please call 531-0084 or cell phone 
with the taxi driver’s help. i " чото: Ет атамын адеғчлама numbers 0919-2299777, 0919-2299780 and 0915-7804379. 
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The WORLD 
| 77777. Gazans barely scrape by 
as aid cutoff takes hold 


YOUNG Palestinians paddle on a board on the Mediterranean off the Gaza City beach as the 
sun sets June 17. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has called for an international probe 
ofa June 9 Gaza beach blast that killed eight civilians, six from the same family. 


US staged 340 air strikes 
in Afghanistan in 3 months 


WASHINGTON—US AIR STRIKES IN 
Afghanistan have surged in the past three 
‘months as fighting has spread, The Wash- 
ington Post reported Sunday. 

‘Washington carried out 340 airstrikes in 
that time frame, “more than twice the 160 
carried out in the much higher-profile war 
in Iraq,” the report said, citing the US mili- 
tary headquarters for the Middle East. 

The report also said the the airstrikes 
"appear to have increased in recent days as 
the United States and its allies have 
launched counteroffensives against the 
Taliban in the south and southeast, straf- 
ing and bombing a stronghold in Uruzgan 
province and pounding an area near Khost 
‘with 500-pound bombs.” 

Many of the airstrikes have been con- 
ducted with aircraft ranging from B-52 
bombers to small Predator drones, the Post 
added. 

‘Ten Taliban were killed in fresh fighting 
in Afghanistan, officials said Saturday, tak- 
ing the rebel death toll to around 100 since 
а major new military operation was made 
public three days ago. 

Seven died in the southern province of 


Kandahar, where the Taliban rose to take 
control of the government їп 1996, in the 
hours-long gunfight that erupted after 
rebels stormed a district government office 
at midnight. 

Afterwards, “the Taliban fled, leaving 
the seven bodies at the site,” interior тіп. 
istry spokesperson Yousuf Stanizai told 
AFP. "One police was also martyred and 
опе was wounded in the several hours’ 
fighting." 

‘Three more Taliban were killed in neigh 
boring Helmand province late Friday when 
а bomb they were planting in a road ex- 
ploded, provincial spokesperson Muhaidin 
Khan told AFP. 

The new violence came after the coali- 
tion announced late Friday that 45 Talit 
were killed in strikes in Uruzgan province 
that fell under Operation Mountain 
Thrust, the biggest drive against the rebel 
movement since it was toppled in late 
2001. 

Coalition forces killed “an estimated 40 
insurgents while they were meeting at a 
known enemy camp,” in western Uruzgan, 
a statement said. AFP 


JABALIYA CAMP GAZA STRIP—IN 
the fourth month without salaries 
from the Hamas-led Palestinian Au- 
thority, the Abu Rizek family scours 
greenhouses after the harvest, look- 
ing for potatoes left in the ground. 
Mariam Al Wahedi no longer re- 
ceives her $21 a month from social ser- 
vices and is living off the $200 she got 
last month by selling her last piece of 
jewelry, a bracelet given to her 30 years 
‘ago. Khalid Muhammad, a policeman, 
moonlights in a friend's shop, selling 
used cell phone batteries for $2.25, and 
says he now yells at his wife and some- 
times hits his children, Umm Jihad, 
with six children, begs in the market. 
‘Awni Shibrawi, а jeweler, admits that 


he is almost too bad-tempered to go to 
work in his shop and sit all day doing 
nothing. Khadida Farajabah, a vegetable 
seller, says she has granted nearly 
$2,000 in credit, digging out the list she 
keeps inside her blouse, and cannot af- 
ford to give any more. Majid Nofad, a 
butcher, says business is down 60 per- 
cent and he has stopped giving credit af- 
terthe total mounted to nearly $3,000. 
More middle-aged men can be seen 
оп the piers of Gaza, fishing with boys, 
to try to catch some protein for dinner. 
Couples are postponing marriage. 
Muhammad Kahloot, a colonel in the 
Palestinian police, is trying to decide 
whether he can afford the $700 his son, 
Khaled, needs to finish his last semester 


at the university, or whether to use the. 
money for food and utilities, 

When Kahloot uses his cell phone, 
he hangs up quickly, so his number- 
appears as a "missed call" and he is 
not charged, leaving it up to a friend 
to phone him back. 

Muhammad, 31, the moonlighting 
policeman, has four children. "When my 
wife goes to the grocery, the owner says,” 
‘Where's the money? And she says; 
‘Maybe today maybe tomorrow; and this 
way we pass the time.” Muhammad saidh 
the family eats beans and local greens, 
which are about 20 cents a pound. "ог? 
get about meat,” he said, laughing. “We 
dont know the chicken anymore. We: 
hearin thenews about thefish.” МУТ, 


Aussie Army called 
to fight toad invasion 


SYDNEY—AN AUSTRALIAN STATE 


Ke 


government called Sunday for the 
army to be deployed against an in- 


vasion of toxic toads. 


Battalions of imported cane 


BALI FESTIVAL 

Balinese dancers perform during an art 
festival in Denpasar, June |. The festival 
aims to increase tourism which has 
suffered since the two Bali bombings. wr 


toads are marching relentlessly 
across northern Australia and the 
West Australian government 
wants soldiers to intercept the en- 
vironmental barbarians. 

State Environment Minister 
Mark McGowan has written to 
Defense Minister Brendan Nelson 
asking permission to use soldiers 
based in the neighboring North. 
ern Territory to kill ће toads. 

"The Army in the Northern Ter- 


ышым м мма Ў 
‘THE POISONOUS cane toad which 
iscapable ofkiling crocodiles, әт 
ritory is greater than any other 
part of Australia,” McGowan told’ 
national radio. 

“We'd seek the Cornmonwealth 
(federal government) to help us in 
fighting this terrible threat to native. 
fauna in Westem Australia.” АЕР 
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BANGKOK—BURMAS DEMO- 
cracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi, who 
turns 61 on Monday, will spend 
another birthday alone, under 
house arrest imposed by a junta 
that has ignored an international 
outery for her freedom. 

‘The opposition leader and No- 
bel peace prize laureate, known 
to many of her followers simply 
as “The Lady," has spent more 
than 10 of the past 17 years under 
house arrest at her lakeside resi- 
dence in central Rangoon. 

Heronly contact with the outside 
world has been а shortwave radio 
and a monthly visit from her doctor. 
She lives with two maids but is not 
allowed to receive guests, including 
her two adult sons. 

"Hopes for her release ran high af- 
ter the isolated military regime al- 
lowed a top United Nations envoy to 
visit her on May 20—the first meet- 
ing between a foreigner and the 
prodemocracy leader in two years. 

UN Secretary General Kofi An- 
man also urged junta leader Gen- 
eral Than Shwe to free her. 

Instead, the regime extended 
her house arrest by another year 
on May 27 and rebuffed.an ensu- 


SUU KYl in 1989 photo. 


ing international uproar, calling 
her detention an internal matter. 

"The United States, a vocal critic of 
Burma, responded by saying it 
would pursue an unprecedented UN 
Security Council resolution to con- 
demn the junta's repressive policies. 

But despite rising international 
pressure on the country also 
known as Myanmar, isolated for 
its abuses against dissidents and 
ethnic minorities, analysts and 
diplomats say the regime is un- 
likely to set her free anytime soon. 
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FIRST SATELLITE 


exploring nation: 


The Russian Proton booster with "KazSat 
telecoms satellite aboard blasts off at 
‘Cosmodrome Baikonur, June 18. Kazakhstan 
launched the satellite as a first step towards 
fuffiling its bid to join the elite club of space- 
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Tbe ORE 
Burma's Suu Kyi faces another birthday alone : 


"The government is afraid of 
‘Aung San Suu Kyi because she is 
still very popular among the peo- 
ple,” a Rangoon-based diplomat 
said, asking not to be named. “If 
she goes free, she can quickly draw 
people and call for democracy" 

Soe Aung, a spokesperson for 
the Network for Democracy and 
Development, a Thai-based 
group of Burma's prodemocracy 
exiles, agreed. 

“The government is afraid of 
her charisma,” he said: "If she is 
freed, she will travel all over the 
country to demand democracy 
‘The government cannot stop her.” 

‘Aung San Suu Kyi, the daugh- 
ter of the country's independence 
leader General Aung San, studied 
and worked abroad, including for 
the United Nations, but returned 
to Burma in 1988 to care for her 
ailing mother. 

That same year, mass prodemoc- 
racy rallies broke out but were 
quashed by the military Aung San 
Suu Kyi co-founded the National 
League for Democracy (МШ) but 
was put under House arrest in 1989. 

She refused an offer of freedom 
if she left the country for good. 


it 
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PICTURE taken in 1990 shows the house on new University Avenue road in Rangoon where Burma's 
democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi is spending her days under house arrest. Suu Kyi turns 61 on June 19. кт 


The NLD won 1990 elections 
by a landslide, but the regime ig- 
nored the result and clung to 
power. Aung San Suu Kyi, a de- 
vout Buddhist, was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize the following 
year for her nonviolent struggle. 


Her most recent house arrest 
period began after her convoy 
was attacked by a junta-backed 
mob during а political tour of 
northem Burma on May 30, 
2003. The attack left four people 
dead, and Aung San Suu Kyi was 


briefly jailed. 

Win Min, a Thai-based Burmese 
analyst, said people would again 
follow Aung San Suu Kyi, whose 
father who was assassinated just 
months before independence 
from Britain in 1948. AFP 


Fear starts to lift after Nepal peace deal 


BETAHANI, NEPAL—RAM KUMAR 
авама! says the people of his tiny 
village on Nepal's baking southern 
plains would never have had the 
courage to speak out against Maoist 
rebels a few days ago. 

But after a landmark peace 
deal between the government 
and rebels on Friday, the people 
of Maoist-dominated rural Nepal 
might gradually be finding their 
voices again. 

Shortly after news of the deal 
filtered through, dozens of men 
and women gathered in a grove of 
‘mango trees in Betahani to protest 
against the Maoists and a com. 
mander who they say is intimidat- 
ing them and extorting money. 


"There is tremendous fea" 
said 50-year-old farmer Jaisawal. 
“But since there is some unity be- 
tween the government and the 
Maoists, now we think we can 
speak to the party and be heard." 

Under Friday's deal, the gov- 
ernment agreed to dissolve par- 
liament and invite the rebels to 
join an interim administration. 

Elections will follow for a spe- 
cial assembly meant to draw up a 
new constitution and, the rebels 
hope, bring more than two cen- 
turies of monarchy to an end. 

The peace process exploded in 
to life when King Gyanendra sur- 
rendered power and reinstated 
parliament in April, after weeks 


China to teach Africans 


BEUING—AFRICAN OFFICIALS 
and technicians will head to China in 
August to leam from the Asian gi- 
ants experience of fighting the 
desert, state media reported Sunday. 
The visitors will spend their 
time mostly in Gansu, a province 
in China’s isolated northwest that 
is ar the forefront of the nation's 
battle to stem the encroaching 
desert, Xinhua news agency said. 
“They will spend about 25 days 
in the field across Gansu and 
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neighboring provinces and regions. 
to learn how to choose plants for 
desert control and how to set up 
windbreaks,” said Man Duoging, a 
local desert control oficial 

‘The effort comes as China ap- 
pears to be stepping up its ties with 
resource-rich Africa, reflected in an 
‘ongoing seven-nation tour of the 
continent by Premier Wen Jiabao. 

Observers have said China is 
mostly interested in Africa be- 
cause of йз oil, while Beijing 


ie 


of prodemocracy protests. 

The new multiparty govern- 
ment quickly agreed a truce with 
the rebels, stripped the king of 
most powers and conceded to the 
Maoist’ key demand—con- 
stituent assembly elections. 

The peace deal was sealed at 
Fridays meeting between Prime 
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala 
and rebel chief Prachanda, mak- 
ing his first public appearance in 
the capital. 

In Katmandu, many people 
gave the pact a guarded welcome, 
but seemed slightly uncomfort- 
able with the pace of change. 

"Cutting the king's power is a 
drastic move but whether it will 


how to fight 


claims the exchanges are broader 
than that, and also include Chi- 
nese development aid to the im- 
poverished continent. 

Xinhua did not say what African. 
countries the visitors would come. 
from. It said officials from nations 
such as Angola, Egypt, Ghana and 
"Tanzania had participated in simi- 
lar programs in the past. 

Deserts make up about 18 per- 
cent of China's total land area, 
but the government in Beijing in- 
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succeed is only 50-50," said 
Dipendra Shahi, a 30-year-old air- 
line company manager. "It is diffi- 
cult to fulfil the Maoists’ demands 
and I doubt there will be peace." 

In the countryside, where the 
rebels hold sway and rule 
through the power of the gun, 
there was relief at the ceasefire 
agreement but suspicion of ће: 
Maoists’ true intentions. 

"When they hold meetings, 
they come with a big stick and say 
you must attend ог pay us mon- 
ey,” said a farmer from Ramawa- 
pur village on the fertile Terai 
plains, bordering India. 

"When there is voting, people will 
vote for them outoffear.” Reuters 


the desert 


sists it is slowly winning the war 
against the desert, saying it has 
had some success in reclaiming 
land for agriculture. 

State media said in February 
that the nation had recorded an 
average net shrinkage of its? 
deserts of 1,283 sq km per yea 
since the beginning of the decade.» 

However, the current annual 
decline of ‘desert area appears 
marginal against China's overall 
1.74 million sq km of desert. AFP *- 
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Al-Qaida planned gas attack on NY subway: 


NEW YORK—US OFFICIALS RE- 
ceived intelligence that al-Qaida 
operatives had been 45 days from 
releasing a deadly gas into New 
York City subways when the plan 
was called off by Osama bin 
Laden's second-in-command in 
2003, according to а book ex- 
cerpt released Sunday on Time 
magazine's website. 

‘According to the investigative 
report by Pulitzer-prize winning 
journalist Ron Suskind, an infor- 
mant close to al-Qaida manage- 
ment told US officials that Ayman 
al-Zawahri canceled the plan in 
January 2003, despite the likeli- 
hood that the strike would have 
killed as many people as the Sept. 
11 attacks. 

‘The informant said that opera- 
tives had planned to use a small, 
easily concealed delivery system 


multiple subway cars. US officials 
had already discovered plans for 
the device in the computer of a 
Bahraini jihadist arrested їп 
February 2003, and they had 
been able to construct a working 
model from the plans. 

The easy-to-make device, 
called “the mubtakkar,” meaning 
"invention" or “initiative,” repre- 
sented a breakthrough in 
weapons technology that “was 
the equivalent of splitting the 
atom,” Suskind writes. All previ- 
ous efforts to use the deadly gas, 
similar to that used in Holocaust- 
ега gas chambers, in mass attacks 
had failed. 

The FBI declined to confirm 
the details of Suskind’s account. 
‘Agency spokesperson Bill Carter 
in Washington said Saturday that 
the bureau would have no com- 


Тре ММЧ О ЫЗ 


А New York Police Department 
spokesperson said authorities 
had known ofthe planned attack. 
"We were aware of the plot and 
took appropriate precaution," 
Paul Browne said Saturday. 

New York City Metropolitan 
"Transportation Authority 
spokesperson Tom Kelly declined 
comment. 

According to the report, US 
President George W. Bush was 
shown a model of the weapon їп 
March 2003 and ordered alerts 
sent through the US government. 
When intelligence arrived that al- 
Zawahri had called off the attack, 
Bush worried that something 
worse was in the works, Suskind 
writes. 

At least two of Suskinds 
sources remembered Bush say- 
ing, "This is bad enough. What 


what else theyre planning? ... 
What could be the bigger opera- 
tion Zawahri didn't want to mess 
"up?" the author said. 

"What has been concluded for 
the most part is this: al-Qaida's 
thinking is that a second-wave at- 
tack should be more destructive 
and more disruptive than 9/11,” 
‘Suskind told Time. 

The informant, who had be- 
come disgruntled with al-Qaida's 
leadership, linked the organiza- 
tion's top agent on the Arabian 
peninsula to the attacks, Suskind 
writes, The man was later killed 
in а violent standoff with Saudi 
authorities. 

The excerpt of Suskind's forth- 
coming book, "The One Percent 
Doctrine," was to appear in Mon- 
days print edition of Time. 
Suskind is a former reporter for 


POSTER GIRL +, 
Singapore's oldest. 
orangutan living in 

captivity, Ah d 
Meng, isseen 
during her 46th 
birthday 
celebration at the. 
Singapore Zoo 

June 18. Ah Meng. 
is Singapore zoo's 

most famous ; 


poster girl whose ^ 


wrinkled face has 3 
sold Singapore 
worldwide, She 
has shaken hands 
and clinked glasses. 
with foreign 
dignitaries and 
celebrities. ar 


to release hydrogen cyanide into menton the excerpted material. 


Being a mover and a shaker can be a very draining experience, 
especially in the frenetic pace of Makati. Getting boxed in by all the 
big decisions can take its toll on you, especially when you are unable 
to reward yourself for all the hard work that you put in. An entire day 
can leave you too drained and burnt out to even reap the rewards of 
your success, 


‘At Mactan Tower, coming home is a reward in itself. Soak in the 
incredible sunset and the sea breeze at the shore as you relish the 
day's end, or stretch your legs with an invigorating bike ride around 
the bay. Or spend valuable moments with family and friends and 
recharge yourself at the exciting establishments around the area, such 
as the Mall of Asia, Blue Wave and Malate Circle. Although it may seem 
like a world away, Mactan Tower is a mere half an hour's drive from 
the hustle and bustle of your Makati office. 


Spectacular living is just within your reach at Mactan Tower, with 
new and incredibly easy payment terms and affordable deals. 
Experience the bayside lifestyle and check out our available units now. 
Call 551 0888 to see what's walting for you by the bay. 
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4, Ipunin ang mga “Halls Pera sa Wrapper 
ото Z wrappers al buuin ang mga eran 


2 Masar nng manalo ng те z 
fingran lamang ang nanasu 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


The NVO 
Japan warns Nokor over launch 


cd Says it will seek UN meet if Pyongyang test-fires missile 


KINDERGARTNERS 
wallcby displays of 
models of North 
Korea's Scud-B 
missile, center, and 
other South Korea 

Ф. Missiles atthe Korea 

Ad War Memorial 
Ў ?* Museumin Seoul, 
+ June 16. » 


hanggang за pagtatapos ng promo at naka 
anal. 


па ang mga, 


пва За TATLONG fio. 


Ang mga rappar na mula sa 2005 "Hals Pora 
а Wrapper promo ay hindi kasah sa promo па 


TOKYO — JAPAN WARNED 
North Korea on Sunday it would 
view any test-fired missile that 
landed on Japanese soil as an at- 
tack, after reports the secretive 
nation was preparing to jangle 
international nerves with a new 
missile launch. 
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rappor 2 lamang ang maaanng зал за 


ang lttrmong guardan ang kumuha ng premyo. 


Para sa Premyong P10,000 at 1,000,000: 
ёш ва promyong P10,000 at P1.000.000. 
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wrappers at manalo ng: 


Php 10,000.00- 10 winners 
Php 200000 - 200 winners 

Php 1,000.00 1,000 winners 

+ Ang promo ay mula June 1, 2006 - 
‘Soptomber 30, 2006. 
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ОБРА”, a ng moe independent external 


Pagsusur/Pagiuha ng Premyo, 
Реза P2000 & P1,000 Pian Cosy Pozas: 
"Kapag nakauna ng wrappers ro may P2000 
0 P1.00 lart cash pras, pweceng тарыта 
Sa Cacnury олса o dl kaya y за mga provoi 
Балота Ла nakanta эг саба 
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Мор дезвуоп al indi na pedeng гарма. 
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Foreign Minister Taro Aso said Tokyo was 
ready to slap sanctions on the North, which 
surprised the world by firing a missile over 
Japan in 1998 without warning. 

He also said any repeat launch would lead 
immediately to the UN Security Council 

“If they failed and the missile dropped on 
.. Japan, things would be complicated," Aso 
Said on Japanese television. “It will be regard- 
ed asan attack." 

Reports ofthe imminent test ofa long-range 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


missile with the range to hit parts of the United 
States have drawn stiff warnings from Wash- 
ington as well as from Japan and South Korea, 

Japan's Sankei Shimbun newspaper, citing. 
unnamed Japanese government sources, said 
citizens of the Stalinist state had been advised 
to raise the national flag at 0500 GMT (1 p.m. 
їп Manila) and watch a message on television. 

But that time passed without word of any 
launch, and South Korea's Yonhap news agen- 
су cited an official as saying that a similar call 
to citizens was issued last year on June 18 as 
part of an unrelated domestic anniversary. 

North Korea last year said it had nuclear 
weapons and since November has boycotted 
six-nation talks on its atomic drive, saying it 
will not come back to the bargaining table un- 
til the United States lifts sanctions on it 

"We will immediately appeal to the United 
Nations Security Council if North Korea test- 
fires a missile and threatens Japan's national 

? Aso said. 

"That's a matter of course—and the United 
States will support us.” 

Aso also said Tokyo was ready to impose 
economic sanctions against North Korea in re 
taliation, “We have already finished legal pro- 
cedures to take action,” he said. “The next 
step is to put that in motion.” 

‘Washington is a permanent Security Coun- 
cil member together with Britain, China, Rus- 
sia and France, while Tokyo holds one of the 
monpermanent, rotating seats on the 15- 
member council. 

Thomas Schieffer the US ambassador to 
Japan, said Saturday there were signs the North 
was preparing a missile launch and warned that 
such a move would be "grave and provocative.” 

But Schieffer declined to give a time-frame 
for a launch of a Taepodong-2 missile, which 
has a range of 3,500 to 6,000 km. 

In South Korea, a defense ministry 
spokesperson declined to comment on any 
North Korean preparations but said his coun- 
try’s military alert level had not been changed. 

“The military is on the same level of alert as 
usual, There has been no upgrade in the mili- 
tary alert yet," the spokesperson said. 

in che six-nation talks—which group North 
and South Korea, China, Japan, Russia and 
the United States—the North had agreed го 
give up its nuclear program in exchange for 
aid and security guarantees. АЕР 


After 7 years 
of self-rule, Inuit 
still struggle 


IQALUIT, NUNAVUT—THE INUIT OF THE 
‘Canadian Arctic have forsaken their sod hous- 
єз and dog sleds for satellite television and 
snowmobiles in less than two generations. As- 
sembling a smoothly functioning government 
and a solid educational system has been an- 
other matter entirely. 

The initiative to grant Nunavut, a land of 
frozen fjords, desolate tundra, and roaming 
herds of caribou, self-rule seven years ago 
жаз heralded worldwide as an enlightened 
attempt to right past wrongs against a suffer- 
ing aboriginal people. 

‘But two recent federal government reports 
tell a disheartening story of frustrated hopes 
and local failures that do not bode well for 
Nunavur’s exceptionally young population 
(38 percent of its people are under 14), one 
still plagued by widespread drug abuse, alco, 
holism, suicide, and family abuse. 

One report found that only 25 percent of 
Inuit students graduate from high school. The 
Jack of basic skills means that the territorial 
government has filled only 45 percent of its 
3,200 public positions with Inuit, once known 
as Eskimos, although Inuit are 85 percent of 
the population, Meanwhile, unemployment 
for the territory is at 30 percent, with some 
communities suffering 70 percent unemploy- 
ment. 

“Nunavut faces a moment of change, а mo- 
ment of crisis; wrote Thomas R. Berger, а for- 
тет British Columbia Supreme Court judge, 
in his report to the federal minister of indian 
affairs and northern development. Noting 
that 75 percent of Nunavut’s 30,000 people 
speak Inuktitut as their first language while 
the principal language of the government re- 
mains English, Berger added, “the people of 
the new territory speak a language which is 
an impediment to obtaining employment in 
their own public service.” 

A second report by Sheila Fraser, the audi- 
tor general of Canada, disclosed widespread 
public financial mismanagement that was ге- 
sponsible for errors, bad decisions, waste, and 
Fraud in the spending of nearly $1 billion in 
annual federal and other financing. 

She noted that the territorial government's 
efforts to decentralize operations to spread 
public jobs beyond the capital, Iqaluit, had 
spread accounting talent too thinly. She rec- 
‘ommended "recentralizing" government ac- 
counting operations so senior staff members 
‘could more closely supervise less experienced 
public workers. NYT 
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| With "Tricho- DHT Inhibitor 


When you're in the prime of your life, the last. 
thing you want on your mind is baldness. But when 
your hair loss continues to progress at an alarming 
rate, don't ignore it. Hair on a bald head can never 
be regrown. 

Therefore, you must seek professional help as 
soon as possible from the hair and scalp experts at 
Svenson. 
treatments to neutralize and counter the ravaging 
effects of Dihydrotestosterone (DHT), which has 

ally identified as the cause of Male Pattern 
f treated in time, the condition need not 
Progress to baldness. 
baldness spoil your looks. ACT NOW. 
Call Svenson today. 


Here at Svenson, we have proven 


End Your Hair Loss Misery Today 


Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


MAKATI 
18/F GT Tower 


TOMAS MORATO 
З/ғ CKB Center 


BINONDO ALABANG 
ТИҒ Federal Tower. 4/F Citibank-Frabelle TEL: 234-0851 
‘Bigg. [23 T/F Koppel Centre 


Discounted price for cash transactions: 
Everest 4x2 AT : P1,080,000 
Everest 4x2 AT with leather seats : P1,115,000 
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Í Painting and Photography Competition: 
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Rivera nips 
Tee by four, 
puts away 
Masters title 


Bj Marc Anthony Reyes" 
попу Reyes! 


BIBOY RIVERA COUNTED ON HIS EXPERIENCE 
arid steadier hands to survive a sudden-death 
е] against. rising star Markwin Tee, 246- 
242,'Sundey night"and capture the men’s 
Masters title Of the 35th PBC-Boysen Interna- 
tional Open Tenpin Bowling Championships 
at the Green Valley lanes. 

{The 32-year-old Rivera, the top seed in the 
stépladder finals after dominating the two quali- 
fying blocks, needed ай his guile to tum back the. 
‘22-year-old Тее, who arranged а final rolloff by 
winning their first meeting, 258-227. 

“| was already toy- 
ing with the idea that, 
yes, I can beat him,” 
‘said Tee, who climbed 
to the championship 
duel after winning the 
second shoot-out of 
the stepladder finals 
over former RP team 
coach and American 
Purvis Granger and 
Frederick Ong. 

"But he was also 
having very good lines, 
especially going into the last sudden-death 
game,” added Тее, the Masters champion of last 
years Southeast Asian Games. 

"Tee lost ground by missing the 5 and 4 pins in 
thi third frame although Rivera, who enjoyed а 
tvlice-to-beat edge as top qualifier, had to keep 
hig nerve in the homestretch to preserve the close 
viétor 

"It was a satisfying win and I'm happy that 
Markwin also played a very good game which 
kept me on my toes all night,” said Rivera, the na- 
tional team captain, who also rolled a perfect 
game in the first block of the Masters qualifying. 

The victory was worth P150,000 for Rivera, 
the 2004 Hong Kong International Open champi- 
on. 

‘Tee, who got P75,000, said he is happy that “at 
least the tite went to a fellow Filipino and a 
friend at that." 

Тор qualifier Korean Kang Hyun-jin had an 
easy time ruling the ladies Masters, blasting com- 
patriot Koo Hyun-kee, 279-210, in the finals. 

Koo made it to the finals against the 22-year- 


RIVERA: Experience. 


ALASKA forwards Sonny Thoss (left) and Tony Dela Cruz paint a picture of synchronization as they go after a rebound, 
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Miller helps Aces trip Giants 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (Araneta Coliseum) 


440 pm—Red, 


vs San Miguel Beer 


7:35 p.m.—Purefoods vs Alaska 


By June Navarro 


WILLIE MILLER’S PRIMARY TASK WAS TO BREAK 
the zone defense of the enemy. 


The flamboyant slasher essayed his role 
to the hilt and did a lite of every thing 
else as Alaska pulled off a 94-92 squeaker 
over Purefoods at the start of their Gran 
Matador Brandy PBA Philippine Cup 
semifinal duel last night at the Araneta 
Coliseum 

Miller tossed in 14 of his 21 points in 
the pivotal period, had a couple of impor- 
tant rebounds and issued five assists as the 
‘Aces overcame the high-scoring tandem 
of James Yap and Kerby Raymundo. 

"He was awesome,” said Alaska coach 


Tim Cone of Miller whose slash-and-drive 
moves loosened up the zone of the top de- 
fensive team in the league. “They have to 
figure a way to stop him.” 

In the second game, Red Bull also 
gained a step against San Miguel in th 
semifinal series with an 89-78 Game 1 tri- 
umph. 

Mike Cortez also orchestrated the Alas- 
ka offense with efficiency, dishing off 21 
points, seven rebounds and three assists 
while Sonny Thoss and Jeffrey Cariaso 
had 11 points each. 


But the Aces were sloppy on the other 
side of the floor. 

‘Yap erupted with 33 points, 23 of them 
in the final period, including the Giants last 
10 points. Raymundo, who had 19 points 
in the first half, got away with 25 points. 

"Those two kids, they're really tough to 
match up with,” said Cone. “Kerby de- 
stroyed us in the first half while James just 
took over and made life harder for us in 
the dosing minutes." 

Alaska had to score six of their last eight 
free throws to hold off the Giants, who had 
the winning three-pointer in their hands 
until Noy Castillo missed at the buzzer. 

Game 2 of the best-of-seven semifinal 
series is on Wednesday. 

"Winning Game 1 is а great opportuni- 
ty то dictate the series but it doesn't guar- 
antee a victory" said Cone. 

Cone knows from experience that even 
if his Aces steal Game 2, coach Ryan Gre- 


gorio and the Giants are more than capa- 
ble of coming back. 

“The Giants overcame a 0-2 best-of sev- 
en series deficit against the Aces and cap- 
tured the 2002 Governors Cup title. 

The scores: 

First Game 

ALASKA 94—Coter 21, Miler 21, Toss 11, Ca 
25011, Fermo 10, Dela Cruz 9, Hugatan 8, Belasco 
4. Wison 

PUREFOODS 92—. Yap 33, Raymundo 25, Ye 
20, Prors 12, Arad 2, Simon O, Limpot 0, R. Yap O. 
Evangelista 0. Casto. 

Quarters: 29-21, 48-40, 64-60, 94-92 

Second Game 

RED BULL 89—Tugade 21, Robinson 16, Ven 
тв 13, Vilanueva В, Pennisi 8, Cruz 6, Noord 4, 
Foracer 4, Alvarez 4, Bano 3, Hrabak 2, Вија 1. 

SAN MIGUEL 78— Selle 34, Pea 16, Racela 8, 
Сабзу 5, Саро 4, Lopez 3, Gonzales 3, Adriano 3, 
Hontiveros 2. Kong 0, Noble 0. 

‘Quarters: 14-14, 38-95, 65-55, 89-78 


Fierce college foes keep PBL champs afloat 


By Jasmine W. Payo tion with my friends. But the team peaked at the right 
time, we blended well. It was good timing.” 

Indeéd, no one expected the turnaround. Scrambling 
to place sixth in the eliminations, the young squad just 
barely made it to the playoffs. 

Then the Portmasters started to whip the league heavy- 
‘weights in games where they had been counted out even 
before the opening toss. 

Ranged against top-ranked Toyota Otis in the Finals, 
Yeo and Tenorio fueled the Portmasters charge that re- 
warded Harbour Centre with the championship in a best- 
of five series that reached full distance. 

"When we beat Granny Goose twice (in the quarter 
nals) thats when I thought that we could do it,” said Gal- 
lent. 


‘The consistently superb Tenorio averaged 15.2 points, 
3,8 rebounds and 3.2 assists to clinch the Finals Most 
‘Valuable Player plum. 

‘Yeo secured the Pivotal Player award after unleashing 
21 of his 28 points from beyond the arc to lead the Port- 
‘masters toa 73-66 victory in Game 5 last Saturday. 

But the teamwork of the two former fiercest rivals in 
collegiate hoops turned out to be even more impressive 
than their individual performances. 

"These two are my heroes," said team owner Mikee 
Romero. “LA Tenorio of Ateneo, Joseph Yeo of La Salle. 
Who would have thought that we'd be able to bring them 
together? Who would have thought that they could win a 
championship together in a different kind of league? They 
showed they're the top amateur players right now" 


old Kang, the 2004 Masters champ of the World 
Championships, who is ranked 16th in Asia, after 
nosing out fellow Korean Kim Soo-kyoung and 
Filipina Ces Yap in the second shoot-out match. 
Koo earlier edged out Filipino teen campaign- 


HARBOUR CENTRE COACH JORGE GALLENT HAD 
doubts early in the conference, and even toyed with the 
idea of leaving the team. 
е pi и "When we started with a 2-6 record (inthe elimina- 
Геза аа ‘and compatriot Коо in the initial tion), I was frustrated,” said Gallent. "I thought about re- 
i H ‘signing, but I never told [the team].” 

“Ong beat lone Malaysian finalist Alex Liew and Ed t oniy Gallent who admitted to almost giving 
Korean Seo Jung-hwan in the first shoot-out tO yp on his crew. Even his young stars predicted a dismal 
join Granger and Тее in the second shoot-out finish in the PBL Unity Cup. 


match. С р . 
looked impossib were at 2-6," said hot- 
‘Then Tee outscored Granger (224) and Ong rca peu uper » i 


(212) by toppling 253 pins to move up against “| never thought we'd reach the Finals," added top 
Riyera. playmaker LA Tenorio. "I already had plans to go on vaca- 


Olivarez gains Copa 
de Manila net finals 


TÓP SEED SHANNIN OLIVAREZ 
overpowered fourth seed Tamitha 
Nguyen, 6-3, 62, yesterday to barge 
into che girls 12-under finals of the 
7th Copa de Manila Age-Group Ten- 
mis Championships at the Rizal 
Memorial Tennis Center. 

‘Olivarez, an incoming Grade 7 
stüdent at the Brent Intemational 
School in Bifian, Laguna, will meet 
the winner between second seed Pa- 
tricia Orteza and No. 3 Jasmine Tan 
Ho in the finals on June 24. 

Tt will be the second straight final 
appearance for Olivarez, who won 
the Olivarez Cup two weeks ago. 
The 12-year-old also won the An- 
rada Cup in January and the Philta 
Classic-San Pablo Cup last month. 

Meanwhile, unseeded Pocholo 


Macalino stunned fourth seed En- 
rique Ferrer, 63, 6-0, to advance to 
the boys 12-under finals against Ju- 
тепсе Mendoza, a 60, 6-2 winner 
over No. 5 Thomas Nguyen. 

Inthe boys’ 14-under, fourth seed 
Jose Lorenzo Ferrer ousted No. 1 
Akio Sy, 6-3, 7-5, (10-8), to advance 
to the finals against No. 3 Kim Ivor 
Saraza, who scored a 7-6 (1), 63 
win over second seed Kyle Cordero. 

Fourth seed Joachim Samson 
stunned No. 1 Mark Escares, 4-6, 7- 
5, (10-7), to forge а ttle showdown 
with unranked Jurence Mendoza 
for the unisex 10-under class. 

Booking semifinal berths in the 
boys’ 16-under were багага, Mark 
Daniel Bautista, Jose Lorenzo Opu- 
Jencia and Emesto Pantua Ш. 


Pacquiao: Geography of pain 


AN excerpt from Pacific Storm, a work in 
rogress: 

PACQUIAO HAD ORIGINALLY PLANNED 

to dig in and pummel Morales’ body start- 

ing in the eighth round of the rematch. 

"That bitter offensive however had to be 
launched ahead after Pacquizo landed a big 
left punch to the rib cage of the Mexican 
midway in the sixth round. Morales, hit 
hard close to the end of this round, was 
saved from falling after he was accidentally 
cradled by the referee when the bell sound- 
ed. 

^ felt something inside there crack 
CParang me nabali’),” Pacquiao recalled. 

Morales did not just sink and give up after 
taking more blows to the body in the suc- 
ceeding rounds. 

While а knockout, described by Norman 
Mailer as the failure of communication be- 
tween the mind and the body, usually comes 
їп a snap, the disintegration and eventual 
stoppage of Morales came in slow, painful 
installment. 

Pacquiao himself did not jump in like a 
raging bull to complete the execution. 

"The knockout came close to the end of the 
10% round but, contrary to what had been 
prescribed, the fall of the Mexican did not re- 
sult from a cut in link between mind and body. 
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Morales fell because he failed to stoically 
stand upto pain. 

No, this should not mean Morales had 
suffered from lack of courage. 

He was brave enough to take the brick- 
hard shots, but not steady enough to survive 
the supreme test. 

The bitter defeat, despite the slow im- 
pact, must've felt like death. 

If not, why would Morales swear much 
later, after the rhird fight against Pacquiao 
was announced, that he would be willing to 
die just to get back at the gallant Filipino 
warrior? 

Itwas а matter of pride among Mexicans, 
a tested, battle-scarred people so enamored 
with their heroes, like revolutionary Emil- 
iano Zapata who continued to be revered as 
deathless and unconquerable "Сап you kill 
the mountain? Can you kill the river? Can 
you kill the wind? Can you kill the stars?" 


Morales aches to redeem his character. 

Unfortunately, he will have to search hard 
fora school somewhere among poor kids ex- 
posed to undefinable hunger in all their 
waking hours. 

This is the same school where Pacquiao 
had learned to roll with the punches, rise 
from a series of falls and stay on his feet 
through thick and thin, where he was ex- 
posed to the killing tests of character that 
brought out the so-called fire in the belly. 

‘There's also this story of how Pacquiao, in 
his early fights in Manila, would go without 
food, very thirsty, after heavy workouts in 
the gym, One keen-eyed broadcaster swears 
Pacquiao, despite his aching, empty stom- 
ach, would not be caught tagging along or 
hanging around when friends or teammates 
moved out to eat. 

Not a coin in his pocket, but Pacquiao 
strictly stuck to himself, staying away lest 
somebody took pity and offered to buy him 
a free snack. He would not squander his qui- 
et dignity. He would not allow people to la- 
bel him whats called in the vernacular а 
“patay gutom” or shameless parasite. 

“That early, Pacquiao was keenly charting 
the geography of pain, perfecting a name- 
Jess antidote to the disease called а slow 
knockout. 


MEGA SALE! 


‘on June 30, 2006. STARTS AT 8:30A.M. 


SHARP 


Bacolod secures World Series stint 


BACOLOD CITY STRUGGLED 
all day before scrambling past 
Guam, 4-1, yesterday to top the 
14-16 division in girls’ softball at 
the Rosario Sports Arena in 
Pasig City and preserve its place 
in the Senior League World Se- 
ries in the United States. 
Stunned by a 2-3 loss to in- 
donesia carlier in the day, the 
Bacolod senior leaguers needed 
five complete innings to shake 


off the Guamanians’ gallant 
stand. They earned the trip to 
Lower Sussex, Delaware, for the 
world championship in their di 
vision slated Aug. 6-12. 

Pitcher Vicky Rose Belleza 
belted a two-run inside-the-park 
home run in the seventh inning 
to finally tum back the Guama- 
nians, who were cheered by the 
Indonesians wildly throughout 
the classic two-hour duel, 


that started in 2004. 


A win would have given 
Guam the right to represent Asia 
Pacific in Delaware and end the 
Bacolod girls three-year region- 
al dominance of the division 


The Indonesians, neverthe- 
less, will go home happy after 
scoring their first win ever in the. 
Asia Pacific elimination since 
softball was introduced to the 
Little League International pro- 


gram in 1994. 

Belleza also shone at the 
mound, striking out 15 of the 23 
batters she faced and issuing on- 
ly two hits ina no-relief job over 
seven innings. 

Guam centerfielder Meilani 
Quaintanilla scored the lone run 
for the Guamanians in the Бос 
tom of the first inning after an 
error by Bacolod catcher Elvie 
Entrina, 


RSE A A RES тан 


SPECIAL Edition, with Dominador Borbe Jr. on top, crosses the finish the clear victor. хамим 


Don Exquiel’s 
Triple Crown 
bid goes pffft 


By Musong R. Castillo 


HOT FIRST PICK SPECIAL EDITION CAME 
charging back from dead-last at dusk yes- 
terday to rule the second leg of the 2006 
‘Triple Crown series—the J.V Ongpin Cup— 
in overpowering style at the Santa Ana 
Park in Makati. 

Dominador Borbe worked the siow-staring 
Special Edition furiously eariy in the 1,800-meter 
race, getting the kick he wanted in the mid-back- 
stretch to win by almost six lengths over Jet Sut 
ter and prevent a TC sweep. 

Don Exequiel, the first leg winner from the 
powerful stable of Hermie Esguerra, did not get 
to run his pace with Ronaldo Baldonido aboard 
and wound up fourth. 

Handled by Jonathan B. Hernandez, Million 
Dollar paid dearly for hounding Don Exequiel 
early and finished sixth in the nine-horse field. 

"The distance of the race, and how the speed- 
balls battled for the lead, suited my mount well" 


Borbe, who celebrated his birthday yesterday, 
told the ош: in Filipino. "She was due for a 
‘win, after that close shave in the first leg" 

Special Edition, who won for the eighth time 
in 11 starts, clocked а respectable one-minute 
and 544 seconds (13, 22, 25, 25, 28) over a 
hard track. It was less than two seconds off the 
1:52.6 set by super import Wild Orchid last year. 

‘Special Edition, the last to leave the gates, 
trailed the eighth placer by two lengths after the 
field passed the judges’ stands for the first time. 

‘But Borbe punished the daughter of Conquis- 
tarose out of Gold Edition with the whip, and 
Special Edition responded, moving to fourth with 
ease when the field neared the far tur. 

‘Owned and trained by Valentin Cayco, Special 
Edition—which drew P475,843 out of the total 
sales of P1,106,864—was three lengths ahead 
when the field rounded the final bend. 

Jet Sutter, under Manolito Daquis, went on to 
nip Val Dilema and Dixie The Younger for third. 

"The win was worth P1.2 million for Special 
Editions handlers, while Jet Sutter won 
P450,000 for Raymund Puyat, whose longshot 
оту, True Account under Jesse В. Guce, won the 
PCSO Special Maiden race earlier for P300,000. 

Lancia Stratos, a juvenile Шу ridden by Anto- 
nio Alcasid Jr, checked in second behind True Ac- 
count some two lengths back for P100,000. 

‘After Don Exequiel came Batong Silyar, Million 
Dollar, Tigres in Action, Mr. Victory and series 
newcomer Hard To Find. 


ISN'T IT ODD THAT THE BASKETBALL 
Association of the Philippines is recognized 
by the international basketball federation 
(Fiba) but not by its mother association, the 
Philippine Olympic Committee? 

"The BAP was expelled last year, June 30, 
2005 to be exact, by an overwhelming majority 
of the members of the POC general assembly 
for "reneging" on a resolution which basketball 
officials themselves signed, expressing "full co- 
operation to the POC" on the formation of a 
strong, well-trained and competitive national 
teams to international competitions. This same 
set of officials later did a turnaround by passing 
another resolution stating that the BAP is form- 
ing its own national team, totally disregarding 
its commitment to the POC. 

After the expulsion of the BAR a longtime Fi- 
һа member, the POC bestowed recognition on 
the newly organized Pilipinas Basketball 
formed by stakeholders from the PBA, PBL, 
UAAP and NCAA. Former Sen. Joey Lina of the 
BAP was an original member of the group but 
Jater withdrew mainly due to the use of the new 
‘name for the association. As а result of ће ex- 
pulsion, Fiba suspended the Philippines from 
all international events under its aegis, saying 
that it could not accept the POC decision to ex- 
pel one group in favor of another. Fiba added 
that the POC should have given BAP president 
(Joey) Lina more time to effect changes in the 
beleaguered association after taking over from 
an ailing Tiny Literal only some months back. 

Оп the BAPs expulsion, Lina said with a 
deep sigh that he tried his best to save the situa- 
tion, but his efforts were in vain. "Tor the mis- 
takes of some, (he had admitted that the ВАР 
was "mismanaged" by his embattled secretary 
general Graham Lim, who is facing deporta- 
Чоп), the entire institution is banished.” 


Perpetual puzzle 


CLEAN LIVING 


Manolo 


Because of the Fiba ban, the Philippines was 
‘unable to take part in three intemational tour- 
патем last year, including the Asian Basket- 
ball Confederation championship and the 
Southeast Asian Games where the country has 
been the perennial champion since 1987. 

‘A solution is unlikely at this point since both 
Lina and POC president Jose "Peping" Cojvang- 
со continue to disagree, not wanting to budge 
an inch from their respective positions. The on- 
ly bright note, a breakthrough of sort, was the. 
Tecent one-on-one meeting between athletics 
president Go Teng Kok (a special assistant to 
the POC president) and Graham Lim. Even 
though nothing was made public (off the 
record, both had requested me), I still elt opti 
mistic that something good would be achieved 
pretty soon mainly because the lines of commu- 
nications have been opened. 

‘However, lam appealing to both camps not to 
be too technical when they sit down again and, 
for their respective lawyers, to apply common 
sense in solving basketballs perpetual puzzle. 


‘What can we expect in the 2006 PBA All- 
Filipino semis which got going yesterday? I 
say, once a team makes the semis, anything 
сап happen. It will be a wide-open race, a 
tight and interesting best-of seven series pit- 
ting top seed Purefoods against No. 4 Alaska 
and second seed San Miguel Beer against 


No. 3 team Red Bull. 

Just like Red Bull (which lost twice to San 
Miguel Beer in the classification round), 
Alaska will try to bounce back from two set- 
backs it suffered at the hands of Purefoods 
this season. Only this time, the odds some- 
‘what evened up for coach Tim Cone after 
Alaska acquired former MVP Willie Miller 
and go-for-broke John Ferriols. 

Still, Purefoods mentor Ryan Gregorio is 
ready to do battle. “Kerby (Raymundo), Jun 
(Limpot) and Noy (Castillo) are back in form 
and ready to play again.” 

1 expect another epic series between 
perennial rivals San Miguel Beer, coached by 
multi-tided Jong Uichico and Red Bull, men- 
tored by innovative Yeng Guiao. In 2001, the 
two teams clashed in a box-office record- 
breaking title series which Red Bull won, 4-2, 
to capture its first ever PBA championship 
after only six conferences. But in this confer- 
‘ence Red Bull ost two times to SMB, 

Man-for-man, the two teams are about 
even. San Miguel will bank on old reliables 
Danny Seigle and Danny Ildefonso, defen- 
sive gem Dorian Peña, deadly gunners Olsen 
Racela, Dondon Hontiveros, Cris Calaguio 
and Brandon Cablay. Red Bull, on the other 
hand, will depend on MVP Rico Villanueva, 
sweet-shooting Lordy Tugade, Mick Pennisi, 
slamdunk champion Cyrus Baguio, Junthy 
Valenzuela, vastly improved Larry Fonacier, 
Paolo Bugia, Leo Najorda, fleet footed Topex 
Robinson and Celino Cruz. 

‘After a long layoff and reported injuries to 
their top players, the Beermen may find the 
sailing rough. Two-time MVP Danny lldefon- 
зо is hurting after he sprained his left ankle 
during a tuneup match recently while Danny 
Seigle is suffering from back spasms. 


Dallas - 90 
Miami - 80 
Dallas - 99 
Miami - 85 
Miami - 98 
Dallas - 96 
Miami - 98 
Dallas - 74 


DAVE Jota (car on the right) of Blanche Racing proves too fast in is final 
face-off with Marvin Suzara of Team Ere for the Quick 8 title in the 2006 
Red Horse National Drag Racing Championship at the BRC drag strip. 


Jota, Uy keeps Blanche 
Racing banner flying 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS—DAVE JOTA 
and Jose Uy captured two of four ti- 
Чез for Blanche Racing yesterday in 
the 2006 Red Horse National Drag 
Racing Championship at the Batan- 
gas Racing Circuit Drag Strip here. 

Јоха bagged his second win since 
ruling the kickoff leg last April as he 
clocked 11.624 seconds to prevail in 
the premiere Quick 8 division over 
Marvin Suzara of rival Team Ere. 

Uy won over teammate Jayson 
Ong to claim the Pro class crown 
witha time of 11.993 seconds. 

‘Team Ere top driver Jonathan Tiu 
also grabbed a piece ofthe limelight 
as he set a new track record of 
11.092 seconds, shattering his own 
previous time of 11.309. 

Driving a Mitsubishi Evo5, Tiu 
smashed his record in his first run by 
docking 11.253 before coming 


close to breaking the 11-second bar- 
rier in his second qualifying run. 


Winning the other tides were: 


Herbert Gutierrez of Just Racing 
and Mark Shwab of Team Ready. 

Gutierrez outlasted Joseph Cor- 
billion of MohSpeed to claim the. 
Sportsman title in 15.252 seconds. 

Schwab posted 17,835 second 
against Jeanette Go of Team Ere to: 
seize the Hor Street title, 

‘Among the other winners were 
Nelson Wong of Just Racing Team 


who submitted а time of 14.127 to 


rule the AllYokohama class over 
Danes Sarmiento of Pit 21; Jaybee 
Alinea who prevailed over team- 
mate Von Bringas, clocking 14.690 
forthe AllMotor crown; and Ortho 
dox Racings Roy Peter Concepcion 


who won the AleHonda division: 


over Alinea, 


л 


à 
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Steady Bondoc snares 
Samsung Davao leg by 1 


DAVAO—GENE BONDOC SALVAGED AN EVEN- 
par 72 and escaped with a one-shot victory yes- 
tenday over the rallying Ferdie Aunzo and Mike 
Bibat in the Samsung Amateur Tour at the Ran- 
cho Palos Verdes Golf and Country Club course. 

‘The 23-year-old Bondoc, who moved into con- 
tention after the third round, chipped in for birdie 
from 20 yards on the 15th hole, then buried an. 
eight-foot par-saver on the 17th to secure his first 
big victory since 2003 with a 284 total. 

‘Aunzo, who shared the lead with Jay Bayron 
after 36 holes, missed a six-footer for par on the 
Jast hole fora four-under 68, while Bibat seemed 
оп his way to victory only to collapse with a bo- 
gey-bogey finish that rounded out a 70. 

Aunzo and Bibat wound up tied at 285 in this 
third leg of a nationwide elimination series that 
will culminate in a national grand finals at Mt. 
Malarayat this November. 

Bayron, who either held or tied for the lead in 
the first three rounds, shot a 78 and crashed into. 


SSC spikers 
eye title slot 
vs Lyceum 


SAN SEBASTIAN 
guns for at least a 
playoff for the sec- 
ond championship 
slot against Lyceum, 
while Adamson re- 
sumes its own title 
bid against Far East- 
em today in the 
Shakeys V-League 
semifinals at the Blue 
Eagle Gym. 

А win by the Lady 
Stags will give them 
a crack at the second finals berth through the 
five-of-eight semifinal incentive. They have 
yet to lose in their last four games and will be 
going into the match fresh off a rousing upset 
of early finalist La Salle last Saturday. 

‘The Lady Stags are expected to breeze past 
the Lady Pirates, especially if Thai reinforce- 
ment Jaroensri Bualee continues to spew fire 
and get a lot of support from the local lineup. 
‘They are running second with an 8-4 record. 

Bualee scored 31 points as San Sebastian 
repulsed La Salle, 25-13-21, 17-25, 25-18, 
34-32. But Lyceum is coming off a 25-17, 25- 
21, 25-19 victory that eliminated Far Eastern. 
also last Saturday. 

Adamson, holding a 7-4 card, needs to win 
twice in the semifinals to avail of the package, 
but that might not come easy against FEU. 

The Lady Tams are expected to give the La- 
dy Falcons the same treatment they received 
from the Lady Pirates. 

Cherry Rose Macatangay will be at the 
front and center of Adamson's offense, with 
the Lady Falcons also expected to get help 
from Sang Laguilles and libero Nang Adajar. 

Marc Anthony Reyes 


STANDINGS W 
Lasalle — di 
S. Sebastian 8 
Adamson 7 
FEU 5 
lyceum 5 
GAMES TODAY 
(Bie Eagle Gym) 
¥2non—Lyoaum vs. 
Son Sebastian 
2pm—Far Easton 
vs. Adamson 


SPORTSWATCH 


Ampil Bros., Baccud rule 


World Slasher Cup 8-cocker 
AMPIL BROTHERS CHOI, JOSEPH AND GERARD OF 
Negros Occidental and Rizal partnered with Gagayans 
Elmer Baccud to bag the 2006 World Slasher Cup It 
3-Cock Invitational Derby win 7.5 points Ма their en- 
try EYB AR Assault теселіу. Sharing runner-up 
honors with 7 points apiece in the derby sponsored 
by Thunderbird Platinum are the LCC entry of Boy Le- 
chon and Louie Cua and Partners Balani Winslet of 
Dicky Lim of Palawan. Lini other entry, Snow White 
Winslet, settled for thir place with 6 points in a te 
wilh Bue Blade Bak of Sonny Lagon, MTJ Bros. II of 
Marcel Julao, BM-Kabu-JP-| of Boy Marzo, М. 
Taniguchi and елу Palmares, Binangonan West 
Covina of Bert Estacio, Pichay АВ Spartans II of Rey 
Briones and Rep. Prospero Pichay and Sagupaan Hi- 
Action of Patick Antonio. Lim is an endorser of Thun- 
світа Мий-бгап Conditioner аот @-second tri- 
mph over the entry MTJ Bros. lin ast Thursdays 
semifinals remained as the fastest win of the derby. 


70 tiffs today in PCAP derby 
COCKFIGHT BUFFS CONVERGE AT THE MAKATI 
Coliseum today as the Pinoy Cockers Association of 
the Phiippines (PCAP) -cock darby series resumes 
15 pm. with 70 fights on tap. Sponsors 8-Meg 
Derby Ace. Two more PCAP derbies will be held to fi- 
rally determine the Cocker of зе Year winner, The 
PCAP Championship В-соск derby is set on June 28 
and 28. The eating contenders are boxing hero Man- 
Ty Pacquiao and Amor Saivanera (Super Pacman), 
Butchoy Diano (ка Мав), Jake Macasaet (San Vi- 
cente Ferrer), Richard Bates and Col. Nicetas Katigbak 
(Victoria Peak), Lito Onllaza (Golden Syca). Efren 
Canas (Bacolor Gol). Wiliam Co (Spencer) Ed- 
mund Yasay (Rooster Wild), among others. Mean- 
эйе, the WT 3-cock derby follows immediately on 
Wednesday. Entry fee is P5,500. For inquires, call 
896-3545 or 895-6475. 


‘Hatawan’ derby all set 

A PRIZE POT OF P3.5 MILLION IS UP FOR GRABS 
inthe "Hatawan Sa Tag-Ulan” 6-соск derby on July 1 
4, 6, 8 and 11 at the Roligon Mega Cockpit. Host Rol- 
ly Ligon said a brand new Honda Civic will be award- 
ed to the fastest win champion of he supercocdest 
Entry fee is P8,800. Meanwhile, the Sentenciador 3- 
Cock Derby is set at the same venue this Saturday 
жий P250,000 at stake. Derby hosts are соска rl 
frees JA Poco and Wily T. For inquiries, cali Shirley or 
Jonna at 851-2275, 833-1638 or 852-9812 


a tie for fourth with Mark Femando (75) at 288. 

Bayron also lost to Marvin Dumandan in а 
three-hole playoff during the Baguio stop recently. 

Boosted by a hole-in-one and a course-record 
64 in the first round, Bayron held a two-stroke 
overnight lead over ICSTI teammate Bondoc. 

Art Ong topped Class A while Ronald Galicia 
won Class B of the event also sponsored by Taylor 
Made, C-Lium Fibre, Microtel, Titleist, Custom 
Clubmakers/KZG, Sunbolt. Media partners were 
Jam 88.3, Wave 89.1, Magic 89.9 and 99.5 RT. 
Solar Sports Plus. 

“Ies been а while,” said Bondoc, a member of 
the gold medal-winning SEA Games team last 
year. “I really didn't know what was happening to 
Jay and Ferdie until i was signing my scorecard.” 

‘Bondocs lest win came in the same Samsung 
series during the Eastridge leg three years ago. 

Ong carded a 76-157, then beat Kim Wong 
Jong in a playoff while Galicia had 85-166 to 
еде Antonio Perales (85-167). 


TRACK personnel at the Zhuhai International Circuit load Tyson Sy's badly damaged car onto a flatbed truck after the fifth round 


mishap. The 


Япо ace escaped unhurt but is a doubtful starter in today's Asian Formula Three sixth round. 


SPOR 


TS 


GUANGDONG—HEAVY. RAINS THAT 
feft visibility to a minimum led to a 
crash that cost Tyson Sy his bid for a 
second-place finish, even as Irishman 
‘Ali Jackson scored a breakthrough vic- 
tory Sunday in the aecident-marred 
fifth round of the Asian Formula Three 
Series at the Zhuhai Circuit here. 

Jackson started No. 3 on the grid, 
grabbed the lead right in the first lap and, 
thriving in wet conditions that bedeviled 
‘most of the other drivers, zoomed to victory 
for Aran Racing. 

The 17-year-old newcomer was on the 
way to victory in the fourth round Saturday 
until his car got slowed down by faulty elec- 
tical wiring. 

* But the stoiy of the day involved Sy the 
18-year-old Filipino star of Speedtech Asia, 
and Briton Dillon Battistini, 28, of JA Motor- 
sport, whose heated battle for second place 
in slippery conditions led to a sickening 


crash in full view of the grandstand gallery 

The accident also involved the car of Sys 
teammate, Gaby dela Merced, who had 
pulled up in the seventh lap on the right side 
of the grandstand due to gear problems. 

‘While Jackson was cruising trouble-free 
in a double-yellow flag situation—in which 
no passing is allowed Sy bore down on the 
Fight side of Battistini entering the long 
straightaway of the 4.3-kilometer track. The 
Filipino apparently anticipated the green 
flag to be waved just before the first comer: 

But Battistini refused to give ground and 
drifted о the right, forcing Sy to go wide on- 
ly to see Dela Merced' stalled car blocking 
his way. 

Fortunately for Sy, he managed to swerve 
to the left seconds before impact. But, to ev- 
стуопез horror, the right rear side of his car 
slammed into Dela Merced's. 

Sys car flew into air, preceding his right 
wheel, and debris flew all over the track. 
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£ Asian F-3 Series 

5th Round Results 
Zhuhai International Circuit, China 
. самас COUNTRY, тше 
4. Al Jackson. кшй "1432428 
2 Dillon atisini ^ Engand 1438125 
S.TysonSy ~ ` Phiippines 1438320 
4. Dado Pena Phippnes 1441169 
5. Moreno Soeprapto ` Indonesia 1447.037 


When Sy's car slammed back in the ground, 
he careened into the cement barrier at the 
pit gate and bounced back out. Sy suffered 
from a whiplash but was generally unhurt. 

“The back of my neck hurts,” said Sy, who- 
was immediately taken to the nearby clinic. 

Tt was undear whether he and Dela 
Merced could race in the sixth round of the 
race backed by Yokohama and PLDT. 

The drive shaft of Sys car injured an 
unidentified male spectator, who suffered a 
broken right leg. 


‘The race was red-flagged after the inci- 
dent and Jackson declared the winner with 
atime of 14 minutes, 32.428 seconds in just 
eight completed laps. 

Battistini was second, 5.698 seconds be- 
hind, followed by Sy, fourth round winner 
Dado Peña of Team Goddard, Indon 
Moreno Soeprapto of Aran Racing, Macau's 
Cheong Low-meng of Team Goddard, Fil- 
ipino Pepon Marave of Shell Helix Kinetic 
PCSO and Dela Merced. 

"It was raining and 1 chose to drive safe- 
ly" said Peña, whose stint here is backed by 
PLDT, Mossimo, МОБ Hanjin and Manila 
Bulletin. "I prefer under-steering in wet con- 
ditions and going for points. Fourth place 
isnt so bad, especially after the accident 
Sometimes it pays to be safe.” 

Three other drivers—Roland Hermoso of 
Speedtech Asia, Briton James Winslow of JA 
Motorsport and Indon Hermanto of R&W 
“Team Indonesia Fastron—lailed to finish, ei- 


Enjoy that great Hope freshness. 


ent Warning: 
angerous to your health. 
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y crashes in rain; Jackson vins 


ther spinning out or slamming into protec- 
tive barriers due to poor visibility. 

Menacing stares were directed at Battisti- 
ni after the race, but the Irishman said: “14 
was surprised to see Tyson trying to over- 
take me. We were aware ofthe yellow flag.” . 

‘All cars were forced to change to wet tires 
when a drizzle just before. the race devel- 
oped into heavy rains 

Lost in the commoton-was the feat. 
scored by Jackson. 

“Dado started rather slow and I pounced 
оп the opportunity” Jackson said. "I justz 
tried to do things quicker” 

Fortunately for Dela Merced, she stalled ; 
опе lap earlier, giving her plenty of time to. 
get out of her car, Race stewards were al- 
ready at the track ttying to push her ma- y 
chine out of harm's way when Battistini and г 
Sy suddenly loomed out of the far comer. 

© Race enthusiasts can moritor the races by logging 
onto wirwasionnetand wawepidimypadnet, — 


Archery 
tilt up; 

Salonga 
is guest 


SEVENTY-SIX ARCH- 
эз —51 men and 25 
women—will see ac- 
tion in the 2006 Na- 
tional Target Archery 
Championship which 
fires off tomorrow at 
the Subic Bay Freeport 
Field in Olongapo City. 

Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authori- 
ty (SBMA) chair Feli- 
ciano б. Salonga will 
be the guest of honor 
during the opening 
ceremony at 4:30 pm. 
today of the event 
which is part of the. 
Philippine Olympic 
Festival. 

Action starts tomor- 
row with the staging of 
the qualifying round in 
the 90, 70 and 60 me- 
ters 

Salonga will declare 
the tournament open 
and shoot the ceremo- 
nial arrow together 
with Filipino South- 
east Asian Games 
medalists. 

Archery president 
Dr Leonora FeS. 
Brawner will welcome 
the guests, officials 
and participants; mul- 
titled Joann C. Ta- 
bañag will lead the 
oath of sportsmanship 
and Fe Empaynado, 
ЕПА and AAF cont 
nental judge, vill sing 
the national anthem. 


— 


Del Rosario, 
Viratatop 
E. Ridge golf 
RAYMUNDO DEL 
Rosario and Juancho VI 
rata upstaged the 
younger players with the 
lowest net of 59, copping " 
the seniors division tile 
inthe members monthly 
toumament lor June of 
the Eagle Ridge Golf and 
Country Club in Gen 
Trias, Cavte. 
Del Rosario and Virata 
assembled a best-ball 
ross oftree-undor 69 
atthe tough Andy Dye 
‘course but could only 
posta one-shot victory 
cover the pair of Unel 
Halum and Rosendo 
Cruzin the tournament 
Stephen Albano and Re- 
«nato Kapavan posted the 
tightest win among the 
tour champion pars, 
beating Jeon Tae-sung- 
ParkKun-hae nthe 
countback tor the Dvi- 
Sion lt crown afr both 
Pag tied wth net 60s. 
Зливу Ti Raalna Uy. 
mold Jumaon-Peping 
Nepomuceno, Lary 
‘Aguia-Roland Ramos dl 
зо went home wth wn- 
mers ttophis. 
Tu and Uy conspired tor + 
апа GO fora мепа! 
win over Choi Songye- 
Kim etyun in the ladies 
division; Jumalon and 
Napomuceno nat 62 
wasa shot beter than 
the tandem ot Raul Ban- 
 Gera-Jose Man Lim; 
wnio Agula and Ramos 
(64) also еддей Frank 
Sta. Ana-Reynaldo Agull- 
era yasirole. 
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Day of the World Cup үшү 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


W/onLD Сир Special 


Ghana upsets World No. 2 
Czech Republic; US holds 
Italy to crucial 1-1 draw 


COLOGNE, GERMANY—GHANA DELIVERED AFRICA'S 
first victory in this World Cup with style. 


"The Black Stars stunned the Czech Re- 
public—ranked second in the world—2-0 
Saturday. A goal in the second minute gave 
them the lead and they peppered the Czech 
net the rest of the game before finally get- 
ting another goal 

Ghana's win also helped the United 
States, which drew 1-1 with Italy later Sat- 
urday The Italians lead Group E with four 
points, the Czechs and Ghana have three 
and the Americans one. 

All four are alive to advance, depending 
оп their games Thursday. Ghana takes on 
the Americans and the Italians face the 
Czechs. 

Asamoah Gyan scored in the second 
minute off a piercing pass from captain 
Stephen Appiah. It all went the west 
‘Africans’ way from then for the biggest up- 
setin Germany so far. 

"Its fantastic. We showed we can do i,” 
‘Appiah said. “I thank the Ghanians for their 
massive support and the Germans, who 
were shouting ‘Ghana, Ghana. 

"couldnt believe it.I was nearly cry- 
ing” 

Sulley Muntari put the game out of reach 
in the 82nd minute after keeper Petr Cech 
made a handful of sy scored in 70 seconds 
and then we had to attack and they relied 
оп counterattacks and added another goal.” 

In Kaiserslautern, Germany, Italy was 
held toa 1-1 draw by the United States. 

Italy finished a man down and the Amer- 
icans ended with only nine men. 

Alberto Gilardino put tay in front with a 
diving header in the 22nd minute and de- 
fender Cristian Zaccardo gave the lead up 


‘with an own-goal five minutes later 

Both Pablo Mastroeni and defender Ed- 
die Pope were sentofffor the Americans af- 
ter Daniele De Rossi was red-carded for 
кау 

Italy coach Marcello Lippi said the team 
paid for the energy output in its 2-0 open- 

ing win over Ghana five days ago and the 
corruption scandal that has hung over the 
team since it began training camp. 

"fes human. Our guys worked with an 
incredible amount of intensity to prepare 
for this World Cup with all of those things 
going on and I dont think we recovered 
from our first game,” Lippi said. 

“It was a very different approach and we 
had problems from the хап. We missed 
passes, we couldn't combine plays and that 
led to nervousness like with De Rossi and 
other problems." 

“Our World Cup begins now. From here 
оп, its win or you're out,” Lippi said. 

Italy extended its unbeaten streak to 20 
games, the second longest streak in Azzurri 
history. Italy went 30 games without losing 
from 1935-39, a period that included the 
country's second World Cup title in 1938. 

The United States showed significant im- 
provement from its opening game. 

“There's no way you can train a team to 
play 10 against nine for 40 some odd min- 
мез in a World Cup and our guys did a 
tremendous job,” United States coach 
Bruce Arena said. "A lot of teams would lose 
their composure.” 

Coming off a comfortable win over 
Ghana, Italy appeared unprepared for the 
Americans disciplined play at the star. 
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GHANA'S Asamoah Gyan (top) scores his сеат first: E as Czech Republi d purum Petr Cech qum for a futile stop. 


during their Group E match. 


Playmaker Francesco Totti picked up a 
yellow card in the fifth minute for a sliding 
tackle on Clint Dempsey. 

In the 15th, Bobby Convey's free kick 
was deflected wide off an Azzurri wall. A 
minute later, Convey had another chance 
butshot high from 12 meters (yards). 

Dempsey's shot was also off the mark in 
the 18th. 

Pope was given a yellow card for taking 
down Gilardino in the 21st and the Italian 
gave his team the lead a minute later 

‘The AC Milan forward slipped past the 
‘American defense to connect with Andrea 


ро free kick for his eighth goal in 17 ap- 
pearances for Italy. 

Zaccardos clearing attempt on а cross 
from Convey in the 27th went in the wrong 
direction and ended up in Italy's goal to 
even the match 

Tn the 28th, De Rossi elbowed Brian 
McBride in the face while going up for a 
header, warranting a red card and drawing 
blood from below the let eye of the Ameri- 
can forward. 

‘At 22, De Rossi is the youngest player on 
Italy team. He was also given a yellow 
card for an aggressive foul early in Italys 


палає 


win over Ghana. 

De Rossi's exit prompted Lippi to replace 
Тош with physical midfielder Gennaro Gat- 
tuso in the 35th. 

“Terms were leveled when Mastroeni, a 
defender, was expelled for taking out An- 
drea Рїйоз legs from behind in the 45th. 

Uruguayan referee Jorge Larrionda 
wamed US defender Oguchi Onyewu for 
slapping Luca Toni before halftime. 

“Two minutes into the second half, Pope 
picked up his second yellow card for a fou] 
from behind on Gilardino, reducing the 
Americans to nine men. 
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ENGLAND'S Michael Owen (left), Aaron Lennon (center) and Wayne 
Rooney go for a run during training at their World Cup soccer training 


camp near Baden-Baden. 


REUTERS 


England boss gives 
Rooney green light 
to start vs Sweden 


BADEN-BADEN—SVEN-GORAN 
Eriksson is poised to give Wayne 
Rooney his first start of the World 
Cup as England attempts to end 
its 38-year winless streak against 
‘Sweden on Tuesday. 

England boss Eriksson is keen to 
start Rooney against the Swedes for 
а game that his teagn.only. need to 
draw in order to win Group B and 
avoid a possible last 16 match 
against host nation Germany. 

Rooney made а sooner-than-ex- 
pected rerum to the fray last week 
when he appeared as a second-half 
substitute against Trinidad and To- 
bago his presence lifting his team- 
mates tb help secure an unconvinc- 
ing 2-0 victory. 

The Manchester United striker, 
who had initially been deemed un- 
likely to figure in the fst phase as 
he battled back from a broken 
metatarsal, has already told Eriks- 
son he isitching to play. 

But Eriksson will delay making a 
decision until he is satisfied that 
Rooney's fitness levels will allow 
him to play a significant part of 
‘Tuesday's match in Cologne. 


‘Looks fine’ 

"He looks fine,” said Eriksson. "1 
spoke to him and the physios and 
there was no reaction afer the 
Trinidad match. He said he was 
ready to play 90 minutes al 
ready—he's been telling me that for 
three weeks. 

“Of course I would like to start 
him but 1 will ask the opinions of 
the doctors and the physios first. es 


important we look at him in train- 
ing before taking that decision. 

“af hes going to start, I must be 
convinced that he is able to play at 
least one hour. Because if he can on- 
ly play 45 minutes its going to be 
better to put him on in the second 
half. Sowell see.” 


Lackluster display 

Rooney's return would most like- 
ly come at the expense of 6-foot-7 
striker Peter Crouch, with the strug- 
gling Michael Owen getting anoth- 
ег chance to play his way back into 
form against opponents England 
have not beaten since 1968. 

Owen's position has come under 
scrutiny after lackluster displays 
against Paraguay and Trinidad 
which saw him hauled off before 
the hour mark on each occasion. 

‘The Newcastle United striker is 
struggling for fitness after missing 
most of the season with a foot in- 
jury but Eriksson is а long-time fan 
of he 26-year-old center-forward. 

“Im not concemed about 
Michael,” Eriksson said, “It was a 
pity that he didn't score the other 
дау with the chance that he had. He 
will come g 

The Swede is also adamant that 
a Rooney-Owen strikeforce remains 
his most potent attacking combina- 
tion, meaning that Crouch is likely 
tobe stood down. 

"The fact that Crouch is one of 
three England players on а book- 
ing—Frank Lampard and Steven 
Gerrard are the others—is also a 
factor, AFP 


Goalkeeper Cech says 
Czechs down, not out 


COLOGNE, GERMANY—ONE CZECH REPUB- 
lic player emerged with credit from Saturday's 
World Cup loss to Ghana—goalkeeper Petr 
Cech. 

And although Ghana surprised the favored 
Czechs, 2-0, in their second World Cup game, 
his saves ensured his team could remain 
marginally more positive about its chances of 
advancing. 

Asamoah Gyan scored in the second 
minute and Sulley Muntari added the second 
goal in the 82nd. It would have been more 
had Cech not thwarted many more clear 
chances. 

"We spoiled а game, that can happen to 
anyone. We've got three points and need 
more,” Cech said. “The road (to the second 
round) became more complicated but 1 can 
still see the light at the end and I think we are 
able to get there.” 

The Czechs beat the United States, 3-0, in 
the World Cup opener Monday, when Ghana 
lost to Italy, 2-0, in Group E. 

Cech thought he'd done enough to earn an- 
other good result on Saturday. 

“I did the maximum I'm capable of,” he 
said. "When I save five goal opportunities and 
the opponent wastes a penalty 1 would expect 
at least а draw. Unfortunately, that wasn't the 
case." 

All four teams in the group can still ad- 
vance as the United States and Italy drew 
1-1 Saturday. Ghana faces the United 
States in its final match Thursday, when 


the Czech Republic takes on Italy. 

“Now, we have 90 minutes to score more 
goals than Italy and it will be as difficult for 
them as for us. If we want to advance we have 
to win and we'lldo all we can to achieve that,” 
he said. “Anything can still happen in our 
group. The good thing is that ies still in our 
hands to advance.” 

The Czechs played without injured key 
strikers Jan Koller and Milan Baros. Alone up 
front, Vratislav Lokvenc didn't impress for 
most of the game and will be suspended for 
the third group match after picking up a sec- 
ond yellow card. 

The Czechs will also miss central defender 
‘Tomas Ujfalusi who was sent off. Koller was 
also ruled out of the group stage due to a 
hamstnng injury and Baros was uncertain for 
the game against Italy with a foot injury. 

“It was a black day for us from the begin- 
ning," Cech said. “The goal turned the game 
upside down. We let them do what they want- 
ed. They scored in 70 seconds and then we 
had to attack and they relied on counterat- 
tacks and added another goal.” 

Without their major strikers, the Czechs en- 
tered the game focused on defending and ге- 
lying on counterattacks. Following the early 
goal they had to go on attacking instead. 

“We believed we could score at least a goal 
bat we failed to do it" playmaker Tomas 
Rosicky said. “Now, welll fight against Italy 
and I hope that we won't go home (after that 
match).” АР 


AFTER 40 YEARS 
'\ Hardworking trio shines bright 


as Portugal finally advances 


RONALDO: First World Cup goal. suras 


GERMANY—DECO DIDNT SET 
cht when Portugal met Iran on 


Luis Figo nor Cristiano Ronaldo. 

of Portuguese players were work- 
1 played a vital role in putting the 
чо the second round of the World 
—a feat it last anained in 

6—witha 2-0 victory. 
Jeco won the Man of the Match 
d for his performance, even 
the FC Barcelona playmaker was 
sual standard after a leg muscle 
im out of Portugal's opening win 

agola. 
igo is continuing the strong form 
те has showed since moving to In- 
ter Milan last year from Real 
Madrid. 

He had a hand in both goals, 
crossing from the left for Deco to 
nut а powerful right-foot shot into a top 

comer ofthe net in the 63rd minute. 


First Round 
GROUP A 


Team 
x-Eouador 
x-Germany 
Poland 
Costa Rica 
x-England 
Sweden 
Trinidad 

| Paragony 
-Argentina 
x-Netherlands 
Ivory Coast 
E 
Portugal 
Mexico 
Angola 

tran 


чау 2 
Czech Republie 2 
Shana 2 
| Uned States 2 
E GROUP F - 
Australia 1 
Brazil 1 
Croatia 1 
Japan 1 
уаапсей!озёсоватойла 


FIFA WORLD CUP ON SPORTSPLUS 
12a m—Czech Republic vs. hana 
3am—Portugal vs. ran 
ie 1 pmaly vs. USA 


Another piercing run down the left from Figo 
led to the penalty as he was fouled inside the area. 

Ronaldo stepped up for the penalty kick and 
knocked it to the goalkeeper’ right for his first 
World Cup goal. Previously, the Manchester 
United winger had created Portugals best 
chances of the game, 

“People need to have faith in us; Deco sad. "We 
believe we can do it and we're showing we can." 

Portugal coach Luiz Felipe Scolari said his 
players improved since the Angola match and 
promised greater things 

Looking at how far Portugal might go in the 
tournament, Scolari wamed his squad didn't 
have the depth of quality of other teams, 

"The other teams are in a bener position than 
we are because they have 23 outstanding play- 
crs," he said, "We have some difficulties, some- 
times we have to improvise, but as we are at the 
moment is great.” 

Portugal plays Mexico on Wednesday in an 
encounter that will decide which of the two fin- 
ishesat the top of Group D. AP 
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_€ History beckons 


Unknown Englishman stands in way 
of Mickelson’s 3rd straight Major 


MAMARONECK, NEW YORK—THE LAST THING 
Phil Mickelson had time for Saturday was a look 


MICKELSON: Almost there 


REUTERS 


back at history. 

A victory Sunday in the 2006 US 
Open would see Mickelson join Ben 
Hogan and Tiger Woods as the only 
players since Bobby Jones to win 
three major golf championships in a 
row. 

But after finally working his way to 
the top of the leaderboard, Mickelson 
insisted he wouldn’t take his mind off 
Winged Foot until it was all over. 

"Ive got one round to go, 18 holes, 
and there's a lot of guys right there, a 
lot of good players that are making 
pars and fighting,” said Mickelson. 

“Heading into tomorrow with one 
round to go, l'm not thinking about 
those past tournaments or what have 
you. I'm trying to just play one more 
good round.” 

Mickelson’s 69 was one of just two 
rons under par on Saturday and i 
gave Nm a share of the lead alongside 
unheralded Englishman Kenneth Fer- 

ie on two-over 212. 

Tes the first time since 1974—the 
so-called “Massacre at Winged 
Foot" —that an over-par score has led 
after 54 holes. 

Mickelson said he was enjoying the 

hallenge. 

"Every year, one time а year, we get 
tested like this, and I love it,” he said. 
“Ilove being tested at the highest lev- 
elofthe most difficult and sometimes 


Taylor keeps titles | 
after controversial | 
draw with Wright 


ridiculous golf course set-ups we'll 
ever see. 

*] love it because I get to find out 
where my game is at, where my head 
ва” 

It would be fitting if Mickelson 
won his first US Open title in New 
York, considering two of his three 
runner-up finishes in the event have 
come in the area, at Shinnecock Hills 
in 2004 and Bethpage Black in 2002. 

New York fans have clearly taken 
him to their hearts, a relationship 
Mickelson says he hasn't tried to look 
into too deeply. 

“I haven't analyzed it,” the Califor- 
nian said, “but I certainly have en- 
Joyed it.” 

The 27-year-old Ferrie, a two-time 
winner on the European tour, is play- 
ing in his first US Open and just his 
fourth major championship. 

But he kept his head on a brutally 
difficult Winged Foot — West 
course—where Tiger Woods failed to 
make the cut—emerging with a one- 
over 71 to share the lead. 

The 7,264-yard, par-70 Winged 
Foot West course hasn't produced a 
massacre so far this year, but it has 
produced a chillingly stem test of 
golf 

Mickelson’s was one of only two 
sub-par rounds on Saturday. 


Starting four shots off the lead, 
he had three bogeys and two: 
birdies on his outward run, and 
added two birdies coming home. 

“The only place Г@ rather be is 
leading by a few shots," Mickelson 
said. “But I fought hard on the back 
nine to give myself a chance. 

“The front nine I didn’t drive it 
well,” he added. “I hit two good tee 
shots at four and six and made two 
birdies. The back nine it kind of came 
together.” 

That could be bad news for the rest 
of the field, although Mickelson said 
that given the rigors of the course, 
any number of players on the crowd- 
ed leaderboard could walk away with 
the trophy. 

Ferrie fell into a tie with Mickelson 
with a three-putt bogey after an ap- 
proach that left him in a poor position 
about 30 feet from the pin. 

Australia's Geoff Ogilvy had sole 
possession of third place after a 72 for 
213. 

А group of four players shared 
fourth place on five-over 215. 

They included Stricker, who whose 
six-over 76 included а double-bogey 
at the 458-yard par-four 14th. 

Scotland's Colin Montgomerie, 
who started the day one shot behind 
Stricker, also finished on 215, with his 
greatest troubles coming right at the 
Жап. 

England's lan Poulter and Fiji's Vi- 
jay Singh both shot 70 for 215. 
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Game 5, Zo's Miami farewell? 


MIAMI—ALONZO MOURNINGS DECI- 
sion to play this season was based partly 
‘ona request from his son Trey, who bold- 
ly predicted 2006 would be the year for 
the Miami Heat finally to win a NBA 
championship. 

"One more year,” Mourning said 


On the eve of what could be his final 
home game in a Miami Heat uniform, 
Mourning said on Saturday he hasn't 
made any decisions about his fu- 
ture—nor had he even realized Sunday's 
Game 5 of the NBA finals might be his 
farewell as an active player in South 


Mouming said. "I really hadn't even 
thought about it. Im glad you brought 
that fo my attention. I could be the last 
time! play in this building.” 

‘And its a building with many memo- 
ries for Mourning—but they might all 
pale in comparison to the scene if Miami 


sk 5 inn rebar алыб 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE—ÀER- 
main Taylor didn't do enough to 
beat Winky Wright, but just 
enough to keep his middleweight 
titles. 

Taylor and Wright fought to a 
draw Saturday night, allowing Tay- 
lor to keep his undisputed title in a 
decision that infuriated Wright so 
much that he ran from 
the ring in protest. 

Wright appeared to 
dominate the іше 
rounds and Taylors left 
eye was closed in the fi- 
nal round. The No. 1 
challenger was so con- 
fient of victory that he 
was on the shoulders of 
а comerman with his 
arms raised when the 
decision was an- 
nounced. 

One judge had Tay- 
lor winning 115-113, 
one had Wright ahead 
by the same margin 
and the third had it a 
114-114 draw. The As- 
sociated Press scored it 
116-112 for Wright. 

Wright may have 
hurt himself at the end 
when he took much of 
the final round off, so 
confident he was that 
һе was winning. 

“He was running around in the 
last round like he had the fight 
won," Taylor said. "IF 1 was him I 
‘would have kept fighting.” 

Wright, known as a defensive 
specialis, took the fight to Taylor 


from the opening bell in a fight that 
was fas paced until it began to slow 
in the later rounds as both fighters 
were on the verge of exhaustion 

“Two judges gave Taylor the final 
round to get him the draw. 

“if 1 didn't win the 12th round, 
then who did?" Wright asked. “He 
certainly didnt” 

Wright complained 
thatthe judges werein- 
fluenced by the crowd, 
many of whom came 
fom Taylors home- 
town of Little Rock, 
‘Arkansas, to cheer on 
their fighter 

“I came to his home- 
town and showed ev- 
eybdy Im йе 
champ,” he sid. ‘I 
don't want a rematch. 
IFT have to come here 
and get that kind of de- 
cision, whats the 

к> 

‘Taylor, who had 
beaten Bemard Hop- 
kins twice to win the ti- 
des, remained unde- 
feated in 26 fights and 
kept the three belts that 
he brought into the 
ring. He did it mainly 
by using a big right 
hand to keep Wright 

off of him during many exchanges. 

“It was a close fight, it could have 
gone either way" Taylor said. 

‘Wrights comer was as confident 
as the fighter after the 11th round, 
‘when Wright went back to his cor- 
ner with his arms raised. АР 


last summer. 


MOURNING ж Maybe. Maybe not. 


Florida. 


“TI cross that bridge when I get to it,” 


Dallas coach Johnson’s 
one very mad Maverick 


MIAMI—ONE DAY AFTER CALLING JERRY 
Stackhouse's suspension for Game 5 of the 
NBA finals for a hard foul against Miami cen- 
ter Shaquille O'Neal “a bunch of baloney” 
Dallas coach Avery Johnson vented during a 
fiery interview session on Saturday. 

"The spiritual Johnson, who has spent time 
preaching in church pulpits, did more than су 
foul. He hollered for justice. 

“Everybody's so amazed that I disagree with 
the decision,” he said. “Т mean, what am I sup- 
posed to do, go out and have a parade and have 
a party? Because the league comes down with a 
certain ruling, what are we supposed to do as 
coaches, say amen? 

"Т disagree with the ruling, ай right. 1 don't 
think its consistent with what we've seen in the 
playoffs. It didn’t bother Shaq. I just want there 
to be a level of consistency There's too much in- 
consistency That's the frustration for me. Just be 
consistent, all right." 

Allright. 

Johnson, though, wasn't done. He ranted and 
raved some more. 

‘At one point, without uttering O'Neal's name, 
Johnson alluded that Miami's big man, who split 
‘open Stackhouse's nose with an elbow in Game 
1, was getting preferential treatment from offi 

als. 


"Look at the first play of the game, allright,” 
he said, referring to Game 4, "Their player, Play- 


er A, came over and just pounded Dirk (Nowitz- 
Ki). 1 wasnt crying about a flagrant foul. It was 
an elbow to Dirk's head. 

"But we make the same attempt, and then my 
player gets suspended. So now because Tm sup- 
posed to be a religious man, Tm supposed to 
come in here and have a prayer meetin 

Stackhouses shove that flattened O'Neal in 
the third quarter of Miami's 98-74 rout in Game 
4 remained the hot topic as the Mavericks and 
Heat prepared for Sundays Game 5. 

Stackhouse, who is averaging 13.0 points in 
the finals, took part in the Фи practice. After- 
ward, the third Mavericks player to be suspended 
during these playoffs, was asked for a comment. 

"Go Mavs,” said Stackhouse. 

What about the suspension? 

"The league handed it down—just accept it 
and move on," he added. 

O'Neal shrugged off suggestions that the se- 
ries was getting nasty because of Stackhouse's 
hard knock. 

"It was just a hard foul It’s over for me,” 
said. A a pol ine al a e 
joyed. Felt good, actually, the next moming 
‘when I woke up. Now I don't have to see my chi- 
Topractoz He saved me $50.” АР 

md 

SOLAR SPORTS-— Dates vs. Mami (82m. i 730 pm. 
теп 

РИ-9—Олз ув Miami (92m. Ва, 7 pm. ерау) 


сап beat the Dallas Mavericks on Sunday 
and alea 32 lead in the tle series. АР 


THE PLUG TECHNIQUE 


(1980's done by another doctor! 


THE MULTILINEAR TECHNIQUE 
TODAY restored by Dr. Preda) 


HAIR TRANSPLANTS HAVE COME A LONG 
WAY. BEVERLY HILLS TRAINED SURGEON, 
DR. ANDREW б. PINEDA ONLY USES THE 
LATEST AND MOST ADVANCED HAIR 
TRANSPLANT TECHNIQUES. МАКЕ THE 
RIGHT CHOICEI HAVE IT DONE ONCE, HAVE 
IT DONE RIGHT WITH DR. PINEDA. COME 
АМО SEE THE DIFFERENCE! — We fix “old 
plug look transplants." We restore eyebrows, 
‘mustache, and sideburns. 


CALLUS TODAY FOR A ONE ON ONE 
CONSULTATION WITH DR. PINEDA HIMSELF. 


А, PINEDA MEDICAL CLINICS 
Suite 612 Medical Towers Makati, Rufino Street, 
Legaspi Vilage, Makati, Metro Manila. 
MANILA (02) 813-0691 + DAVAO (82) 221-2682 
"www pinedahair com 
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FREEDOM DEALS, UNBEATABLE LOWDOWN! 


Unbeatable, yet they’re just 


within your reach. 


Experience unsurpassed 
performance with our 
easy to own payment scheme. 


PROMO PERIOD is from June 6 to June 30, 2006 
Subject to bank approval 


Per DTTHICR Permit No, 1586, Series of 2000. 
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P80,000 
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P220,000 
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Torre leads 
Ozamiz cast 


7 THE COUNTRY’S TOP 
soa rosa ne Tans nar бене от \ woodpushers, led by 
3 P Asia's first grandmaster 
à body kits 


Eugene Torre and inter- 


К national Masters Oliver 
Innovatively жанаша tena 


уа 5 / n ‘wing for the ons share 
po a à l of the P70,000 prize pot 
aS fl are inthe 1st Ozamis Cty 


National Open Chess 
Championships slated 
d duy 1-3, 2006 at the 
Congressman Hlarion 
Ramiro J. Gymnasium 
în Ozamiz Ciy, Misamis 
Occidental. Aside trom 
the Torre, and the three 
IMs, also seeing action 
are NM Cyril Ortega and 
youthful Kim Steven Yap 
of Cebu, NM Emmanuel 
Senador of lolo, ММ 
сы, j Mirabeau Maga of Que- 
CARRYBOY PHILIPPINES INC, Sole Authorized Distributor of Genuine Accessories by Camyboy Thallend топ City and FM Vince. 
Ко. 4 Banawe comer Масора Sis. Quezon Cay [prece ebrei eie] @ 740-0525 or 30] Aian ct Surigao ciy. 


SHELL NATIONAL 
YOUTH ACTIVE CHESS 
CHAMPIONSHIP: 
BREAKING BARRIERS 


д х j FOR THE 
Ene TOUGH 16 š i FILIPINO YOUTH 
LIS aS AS FIF é 1 

$ я Chess is a game of logic and strategies. It re- 
quires no brawn but а Keen, quick, and decisive 
thinking. Believing that chess can shape the Fil- 
ipino youth to become competitive, Pilipinas 
Shell Peioleum Corporation (Pilipinas, Shell) 
inunched in 1992 the Shell National Youth Active 
Chess Championship (Shell Youth Active 
Chess) 

"The joumey of Shell Youth Active Chess has 
been fruitful with thousands of Filipino youths 
pouring in from all over the country to join Pilip- 
[ras Shell's annual search for outstanding wood 
pushers: 
ae Я | "Since 1992, the Stell Youth Active Chess en- 
SNS Ч | courages Filipino youngsters to develop interest 

i Ў J| | in playing the game of chess, which Pilipinas 
Shell believes cultivate positive values such as 
discipline. diligence, maturity, responsibility. and 
Sense of far play. аво promotes sportsmanship 
and provides channels to the Filipino youth to ex- 
plore and discover his talents and abilities, en- 
быр him to realise his self-worth. 

“The Shell Youth Active Chess has a lineage of 
Filipino chess champions who have brought 
fame and glory to cur country, One of the distin- 
gushed chess players who graduated from the 
Tanks of tournaments and gained individus 
prominence is Grand Master Nelson Mariano I 

Nelson started playing chess at the аде of four. 
2 3 J| -му father isught me and my siblings how 10 
Lm pvo gps > z ne play chess. 1 remember that at age 7, Í had been 
еј ty ROO } en a playing chess with our neighbors who were much 

Тауба кызлы ыо 
father pushed me further to play chess 

"Nelson participated in the maiden games of 
Shell Youth Active Chess in 1992, "I played in 
Batangas and emerged as the champion for that 
leg. But duc to conflict in schedule, 1 failed to 
compet in the grand finals that yea? Passionate 
"bou winning. Nelson did let the opportunity to 
Slip off that һе joined the competitions again in 
1993. That year, he became a Grand Champion of 
Shell Youth Active Chess at age 18. 

1n 1993, Nelson gota tase of his first interni- 
tional competition at Doha in Qatar. " was лег. 
vous. Оп the first round of the games, T lost. I 
Sas frustrating but [earned a lot from that expe- 
Fence. That inspired me то give my bestas 1 com- 
pered for the Asiam Junior Champion title in 
Malaysia in 1994 and | was victorious." 

Не has not been winning ай the time. He lost 
his bid for the World Junior Title in 1994. Not let- 
ting his spirit to lose the will to fight and win, 
‘Nelson керг reminding himself that a good player 
is someone who earns from his failures and does 
P rm " not шта back оп the challenges that come his way 
жо A ллы үө са Я ший he becomes victorious. 

ia 37 Аа Не acquired his first Grand Master norm in 
1995, And in 2004, the sweetest of all victories 
for Nelson, he was bestowed the much-coveted 


sine Grand Master tie. In he Southeast Asian Games 
0919-472053 feld Jast year їп Manila. the Philippine Chess 


team, where Mariano was part of, brought home 


У, Y р the silver medal. 
SOLITAIRE: 0 | SUNT e winner wno knows thmt winning 
— 


and losing are pr of any game, Nelson shared à 
жып ба every aspiring tilt can get insi 
Sion fom. "Pap natatalo Ка, kailangan таш 
fang bumangon. Para maipakita kung gaeno а 
katibay sa tat anong aban,” 

Nelons experience was just one ofthe many 
inspiring soris of student wood pushers which 
Shar Чы the hell Youth Active Chess paves 
the way то realise aspirations fr those who re 
езу pursue tet goals o erate a niche in 
thechest arene. 

“Fhe Shell Youth Active Chess for 2006 promis- 
= о be as eciing as ever wih eight regonal 
hamplcships which kicks of а SM Mal for 
atonal Сири Region Leg Оше 2425), Baguio 
ty #9) and Tuguegarao (uly 23-24) for Non 
Sen Lauzon, Batangas (August 56 for Souther Lu- 
Son, Cebu August 19-20) for Cenal Visayas, loi- 
io foc Менеп Visayas (Sepiember 2-3) Davao. 
Geptember 16-17) and Zamboanga (September 
October 1) for Mindanao. The Grand Finals wil 
фе hdd on October 21-22 ш the Entertainment 
Plaza of SM Cay Копа Edsa. Each leg sll eco 
nly theft 300 qualified participants on fnt 
ome frstserved basis in accordance о the given 
desine for submission of restrain forms fr 
Sach юр. тотори fe Php 5000 for cach 
ancian. 

The competition has two categories: the Ju- 
niors division (for participants aged 20 years old 
d under) and the Kids di 
panisnged 14 years old and under) 

Б серен тоа сопрана top dre pim in 

Goseneredby: toloya nny meroretina за Shell amer Mdeoge Garefioes perum ^ ҮЙ rene || the Kiddies and the Juniors divisions will Пу to 

P 4 52%, Man о согар for he ost coveted chess ti- 

SUPER Promium SUPER Unleaded Velocity Shellane E OW ; ils in the Grand Finals. оГ th Shell Navona 
зешн Youth Active Chess Championship. 

"There for Rapid Chess (30 minutes), as ap- 
proved Бу. ihe Federation Intemational dex 
D applied 


oy rE ааны 
nh 


то find his 
ell shall re- 

ipino youth 

jh programs like the Shell National Youth 
Active Chess Champronstup, which can help hum 
explon ct his abilities, overcome the 
challenges that will come his way, and propel 
hum to achieve lus aspirauons m hife.  aovr 
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Bellucci, Julie Walters, Salma Hayek 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


INA PARENO, LEAD AC- 

tress in Jeffrey Jeturian's 

"Kubrador (The Bet Collec- 
tor),” is set to slug it out with the 
likes of Julie Walters, Monica Bel- 
lucci and Salma Hayek for the Best 
Actress award in this years 
Moscow International Film Festi- 
val. 

"Kubrador" produced by MLR Films, 
will also compete for Best Picture against 
16 other films from such countries as 
France, Germany, Poland, Sweden, Italy, 
Israel and Japan, among others. 

The Moscow ТЕЕ will run from June 23 
toJuly 2, 

"^"Kubrador" which chronicles three 
days in the life of a bet collector (Рагећо), 
will be screened on June 27, 6 p.m. in a 
1,517-seat theater, according to Josabeth 
"joji" Alonso of MLR Films. 

Hayek stars in "Ask The Dust," Belluci in 
“How Much Do You Love Me?” and Walters 
in "Driving Lessons.” 

Other popular actors in the competition 
are Eva Mendez, John Malkovich, Collin 
Farell, Gérard Depardieu and Rupert Grint 
(of the "Harry Potter" series). 

‘Alonso, Jeturian and Parefio are sched- 
uled to leave for Russia on Thursday to 
join the festival events. They will return to 
Manila on July 5. 

Alonso also told Inquirer Entertain- 
ment that “Kubrador” had accepted anoth- 
er invitation to compete at the Osian's 
Cinefan Festival of Asian Cinema in New 
Delhi, India, 

This festival starts on July 14 and ends 
on the 23rd, Jeturian and Parefio have 
been invited as the film's representatives 
and have each been assured of an all-ex- 
pense-paid trip, added Alonso. 

“Kubrador,” written by Ralston G. Jover, 
is also being invited to the annual Pusan 
International Film Festival in South Korea 
and the Hawaii International Film Festival 
in Honolulu, 

It has not been determined if the movie 
will be screened as a competition entry. 
The PIFF is set from Oct. 12 to 30; the 
HIFF from Oct. 19 to Nov. 5. 


Invite for ‘Cogon’ 

Meanwhile, Rico Maria Ilarde's “Sa Ial- 
im ng Cogon” has just been invited to the 
Puchon International Fantastic Film Festi- 
val in Korea next month. 

‘The Puchon festival offers “alternative 
films in the genre of science fiction, fanta- 
sy, and horror from all around the world,” 
according to а website of the European 
Fantastic Film Festival Federation, It 
starts on July 13 and ends July 20. 

“The e-mail we received [from the festi- 
val organizers} does not mention whether 
or not ‘Cogon’ is for competition. [It guar- 
anteed] plane fare and accommodations 
[but] I'm not sure what that means," 
Tarde said in a text message on Saturday. 

“Сооп” is about a young man named 
Sam (Yul Servo) who flees a heist that has 
gone horribly wrong and meets a mysteri- 
ous woman in an old mansion, where he 
witnesses odd occurrences, 

"Cogon" has participated in numerous 
film fests, including the 2006 Fribourg In- 
ternational Film Fest, Cinenygma Luxem- 
bourg International Film Festival and Far 
East Film Festival in Udine, Italy. At the 
2005 Buenos Aires Rojo Sangre Fanta- 
sy/Horror Film Festival in Argentina, the 
movie won Best International Feature, 


GINA Alajar (center) and Shamaine Centenera- 
Buencamino on the set of "Anak ni Brocka” 


First for ‘Brocka’ 

Sigfried Barros Sanchez’s “Ang Anak ni 
Brocka” has received its first invitation to 
an international film derby via the 42nd 
Pesaro International Film Festival, set 
June 24 to July 2. 

“Brocka” will have an international pre- 
miere along with eight other full-length 

GINA A23 


She’s the star 

of ‘Kubrador which 
is competing in the 
Moscow film fest 


NOKIA 


I am my music 


Introducing the Nokia N91. It has 
up to 3,000* tracks at your fingertips. 


+ 4GB Gallery stores music. images, and videos 

+ Total music control with dedicated music keys. 
equalizer, playlists, and built-in loudspeaker 

* Play all music formats from WAV, МРЗ, ААС, and WMA 


and recording 


MPEG4 camcorder 


Nokia Nseries 


pps tet Mine ts pa 


+ 3.5 mm audio interface connects to speakers, 
amplifiers, headphones and Hi-fi systems for playing 


+ 2 Megapixel camera with 20x zoom and 


* Enabled with 3G, Wifi, and Bluetooth connectivity 


See new. Hear new. Feel new. 
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www.nokia.com.ph/N91 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


AND NOW HERE'S 
GARY WITH THE 
WEATHER 

FORECAST... 


NY 


SA 


Tomorrow 
Look FoR 
‘SUNSHINE WTH 
A CHANCE 
OF аой». 


AND А CHANCE OF RAIN. 


ОЁ TORNADOES. AND A 
CHANCE OF HAIL. AND A 
CHANCE OF WIND. 


AND А CHANCE OF THUN- 
JDERSTORMS, AND А CHANCE 


in 


(DAPAT. TALAGA 
MAG CHACHA NA 


BABY BLUES 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


DAD төче vets Rene т. 
Кекем, 
ES) 


[Ecesi WANS то come OVER, 
SOT I ALEGADY ID ASHLEY 
FECSA М ASHLEY GET Мокв, 
2 Өл ou IF WE PLAY ЕВА, 


Түш ксл 
ow To оме 
Lis PROBL 


72 


| [cens шату To ME ОЕ. 
БОГТ Мело амер ASHLEY 
ene Age ce ons 

Bor оч ewe бин Рс, 


[| Juve ооё 
Кок. [D 
[i x 
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BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


OR А 
SANDBOX? 


POP, BAKIT TRVD NG-IINOOI? 
мач PROBLEMA BA Каур, 0, 
MAY ЯМЕ CELEERATE 


(A 
HINDI NALANG PO SA BARAY?' 
PAKIT SA BEERHOUSE VA? 


O, SIYA- SYA! AKO ANG 
MAGBABAYAD NG ININOM 
TEA 


@ Чїй 


BLA „ишт GUSTO KO) 
LANG MAG-KUJERTHAN 


COTERN 


m A 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


Аке. You SuRe We 
CAN CLIMB MouNT 
Everest? 


WeBoy! ро NoT Be 
FRAID oF GREAT- 


FoR GREATNESS 
is.. 15 


Is беттек 
THAN боор! 


SILAS 
THE ALBINO 
MONK 
MEETS 
HARRY 
THE ALBINO 
GORILLA 


KIKO MACHINE 


hehe GRABE- HIGH 
ка HIGH AKO KANINA 
SA KLASE NAPIN. 


UN SA ADVANCED, 
MATHEMANCAL 
CONUNDRUMS 
CLASS NAMA- 


wow! HEAVEN 
SIGURO No? AKO 
камый MANGISAK- 
момаг SA EMLAK SA SURPRISE 
EXAM малим ON неве 
INTRANSIGENT CHEM, 
tiic OF TOMORROW 


MIKROKOSMOS 
INAY, SA SIERRA 
Mapes PALA NANG- 
GAGALING ANG 
-qugle NATIN SA 


|-. 


KAVA PARA LAG! 
Tayong MAY тива, 
DAPAT SAGIPIN ANG 
MGA GUBAT DOON 


адмо Мо? PARANG 
HIND! MAGKAUGNAY, 
ето КомеЕТАРО 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
FATA BILHAN 
No. NA Po AKONG 
LARUAN, РАЗА 

TUMAAS GRAPES 


Nino Ў 


ACROSS 
1 Marsh grass 


8 Scandinavian 
capital 


10 Makes a move 


14 Traction aid 
15 Lat listender 


16 Lima's land. 

17 Go-between 

18 Surrealist 
Salvador 

19 Jack Homer's 
find 


20 Jimmy Buffett 


hi 
23 Corp. VIP 


24 Mimic 
25 Eden evictee 
26 Vegan fare 
28 Spoils 

32 Polk's 


predecessor 
35 Chop _ 


37 Miss the mark |= 
38 Andrews. 


Sisters hit = 


42 Gum. 


43 Ala, neighbor 

аа Hold Stet 

45 Troop grou 

48 Topraled Н 

50 Ming ofthe 
NBA 

51 New Deal pres. 

52 Get out of bed 

36 Subune of a 
Ruper Holmes 
Pit (vath "The" 

во Тайезз cat 

61 Norwegian king 

62 Change labels 

63 А singe time 

64 Catfornia 
ушеу 

65 Mid tigar 

68 Shooter ammo 

67 "te ino 
Theys) 

ва $ирётат pal 
dmmy 


13 А 


By Doug Peterson. 
Pasadena, CA 


6 Drama by 
Sophocles. 

7 Cabinet 
department 

в Векат 
syllables 

9 Popeye's git 

10 Cameos and 
pippins 

11 Siammer 
cubicle 

32 іп alignment 


шоп 

21 Brt toys 

22 Now Tn 
Sie 

27 Sphere rhe 

2a "fima ana 
Louse costar 
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[=] 
Honga 


112151" 


il 
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29 Actor Lugosi 


DOWN 
ше rascal 
"Pomp and 
Circumstance” 
composer 
Plow pioneer 
Career criminal 
Blues vocalist 
James 


30 Boats ike. 
Noah's 

31 Confound ki 

32 Recipe meas. 

33 Slangy okay 

34 Spartan queen 

36 Fancy vase 
уйл a base 

39 Free of charge 


40 Trash ina 
review 

41 Hype too much 
46 Short-tailed 
"n 

enlight battery 58 Potpourri 
4o Fon CA > 89 Sacramento 
51 Calgary NHLer агепа 
53 Teensy bts 


set 
55 Incite 


54 Part of a drum 


56 Window plece 
57 Royal Peruvian 


60 Swabbie's tool 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Oc. 22): Make plans 


react strongly to you. (You have the power to inspire them If you so 
Birthdate of: Paula Abdul, snger/dancer, Gena Rowlands, actress; Kath- 
termination to be as 

muchas you tak) 

Stt in your sign for a 

worry about putting yourself first 

‘the month ahead. 

пиа! as possible, Accept ай invi- 

parents and authority 

to keep them happy? 

1o expand your world 

in зоте way Get tur- 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're influent, persuasive and beguiling. Others 
choose.) Once you set your goal on something, you're doggedly persis- 
Tent Challenges galvanize you into action. In your mid-30s, you become 
much more dramatic for Ле res of your Ме. The year ahead is wonder- 
fully social and favors ай reatonstips. 
ееп Turner, actress. 
ARIES (March 21 to 
Аий 19): Start Uns 
‘week off with the de- 
Clear as possible inal 
your communications 
with others. The stars wil help you 
do ths. (Remember to listen as 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 22): ts impor- 
tant to get on top of 
your financal scene. 
Figure out what you 
‘own: iure out what you owe. 
GEMINI (May 21 to 
une 20): The Son is 
few more days. What 
do you realy want? 
‘Now isthe time io go afer. Dont 
CANCER (June 21 to 
uly 22) Thesis sila 
ang s the mags for your moment 
1o act. Take ime to be alone and 
figure out what you want to do in 
LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Fonds are very 
‘important to you 
пон. Socialize 25 
tapons and extend a tew yoursel. 
VIRGO (Aog. 23 to 
Sapt. 22): Your rea- 
M = win bosses, 
figures are important 
‘now. What do these people expect 
{rom you? What do you have to 00 
n Tor education, fur- 
ther traning or ses more of the 
world through travel. Lile is short 
{and tan. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21}: Your im- 
оше to wy to im- 
prove yourself in 
Some way right on 
the money. Sort out 
amy fuzzy deals about shared 
Ownership and responsbutes 
thal you have for others. 


% 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov 
22 t0 Dec. 21): For a 
partnership 10 work 
you must be as qood 
for your partner as he. 
or she is for you. What can you do 
to improve your closest Ínend- 
stups and relationships? 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
R) io Jan. 19): Because 
you have lot of ener 
y to get things done 
пон, get busy! Capi- 
таль оп this opportunty. (Some- 
Times we play; sometimes we 
work) 
‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18}: irs mpor- 
tant to reale you can 
just do your Own 
Thung. For starters, you 
were born 50 years ahead of your 
lime. You broke the mold. Dont 


worry about tying to be like every 
one eise 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Ноте 
family and your do- 
mesic scene are of 
prime importance to 


you now. This s where you need 
To put your energy. 


Conceptis Sudoku 


by Dave Green 


— 


T-———3 


9 


WANN 


7 


Difficulty Level 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 


jet Ләә 


Wed Ind Я 
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EARLIER THIS MONTH, CHAN- 
nel 2's “Star Circle Summer Kids 
Quest" held its finals, with surviv- 
ing bets Julijo, Mika, Darius, 
Cheska and Quintin being show- 
cased in special production num- 
bers that displayed the acting, 
singing and/or dancing skills 
they had honed during the kiddie 
talent search. 

Some viewers expected cute 
Mika to romp off with the йе top. 
prize, but viewers’ votes propelled 
her only up to second place, and it 
was perky Quintin who was de- 
clared the yearly search's best and 
most popular new child star for 
2006. 

‘Quintin did stand out because 
the lively kid looked different, had 
long һай, and performed with 
greater gusto than the others. Was 
it this uniqueness that had won 
the most votes in Quintin's favor? 


Gina Parefio slugs it out ...— «e 


peo 


нирки у Quien. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Kiddie talent tilts are for children, not little adults 


If so, it sends out a clear signal 
to other kiddie star wannabes that 
the standard tisoy looks and por- 
ma projection are no longer а 
sure-fire formula for success on lo- 
cal TV 

Mika sang relatively well, but 
performed in a rote, vapid manner 
in her production number. So did 
Darius as a little James Bond and 
Julijo as a wee “lady-killer” They 
“danced” in their numbers, but 
had to be guided every step of the 
way by adult dancers. 

Cheska was relatively livelier in 
her "underwater" showcase, 50 
she came off second best in our 
book. 

‘Another problem we had with 
most of the finalists was the fact 
that they were supposed to sing, 
but did so only in a weak, tenta- 
tive, monotone manner. 

1f kiddie talent tilts really want 


p се 


ofthe finalists to perform like little 
adults. А wee James Bond and a 
pint-sized babaero? Oh, please. 

We also found all those adult 
dancers prancing around the child 
talents quite off-putting. Why 
couldn't they have used child 
dancers, to sustain the juvenile 
quality and freshness of the pro- 
duction? 

‘The jurors similarly tended to 
be too complimentary with their 
reactions to the finalists’ perfor- 
mances, which really weren't all 
that great 

‘And some other adults involved 
in the show barked up the wrong 
psychological tree when they kept 
making “sexy” comments about 
some of the little boys who per- 


VIEWFINDEI 


Nestor 
U. Torre É 


to impress viewers, they shouldn't 
force their finalists to come across 
as total performers. Let them fo- 
cus on the performance mode 
they're really good at, so they can 
ride high on their strengths, not 
their weaknesses. 

Very few kids are as multi-tal- 
ented as Shirley Temple, so we 
shouldn't require other child tal- 
ents to measure up to that high 
standard. 

On point of presentation, the 
kid guests finals were less than 
choice because they required most 


ашк ako sa уо, sa akin ka na 
lang”— "Hahabulin ito ng mga 


features and 18 short films 
from the Philippines, according 
to Sanchez. 

The — two-and-a-hal-hour 
film about a group of TV jour- 
malists who stumbles upon a 
scoop on the late filmmaker 
Lino Brocka, is a product of the 
first-ever Cinema One Origi- 
nals Digital Film Festival in Oc- 
tober last year. 

“Brocka” is also invited to 
this year’s HIFF, Leeds Interna- 
tional Film Festival in UK and 
the Roshd International Film 
Festival in Tehran, Iran. 

It will have a local theater 
run at SM Megamall and SM 
Manila this week (June 21-25) 


BE PART OF THE PHENOMENON! 


chicks in the future!” — “Down, 
girls! 

The shows credits informed 
viewers that а child psychologist 
‘was attached to the competition. 
Didn't he or she inform the people 
behind the show that this is no 
way to relate to and "encourage" 
child performers? 

Despite these low points, we 
hope that the child talents show- 
cased in the kiddie tilt do launch 
successful careers in show busi- 
ness. But they and their mentors 
should always remember that they 
are children, so they should be 
treated and showcased as such. 


On Hallmark Channel 

THE FOUR episodes of “Child 
of Our Time 2005” on the Hall- 
mark Channel are: “Identity Cri- 
sis,” featuring a troubling year for 
the children in the series, as they 


struggle to come to grips with 
their identity. 

“State of Play": Prof. Robert 
Winston looks at how the children 
spend their time, what they do for 
fun and what they get out of the 
things they do. The episode even 
studies what the kids are gaining 
from their exposure to new tech- 
nology, and how playing computer 
games will affect them when they 
goto school full-time. 

"What Are Dads For?": An etch- 
a-sketch experiment reveals how 
moms and dads approach things 
їп completely different ways. 

“Tried and Tested": The chil- 
dren go to school for the first time, 
and the episode follows the 
progress of seven of them during 
their first term. 

Telecasts are at 7:55 pm. on 
Sundays, with replaysat 3:15 p.m. 
on Mondays. 


if you've only seen it once 
you've only begun 
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ior Ron Howard 
т Tom Hanks 


showing 


at Robinsons Movieworld 


galleria * metro east * novaliches 


sta, rosa 


starmills, pamp. 


as * imus 
ya * iloilo 


along with other Cinema One 
Originals films and Pinoy clas 
sics in a festival titled "Orig Na, 


THE DAVINCI CODE 


pls. call our CINEMA ACCESS: 635-5555 
or visit us: www robinsonsmovieworld.com 


Classic Pa.” 


HURRY! Start send 


All text entries starting June 1 are valid for th 


ing text entries 


0! 
NOW! 


е first draw on AUGUST 1. 


NAPAKADALING SUMALI! 


ert ang keyword PSR kasama 
ang mga detalye ng resibo 


PSR «spaco» Tax Identification 
Number (TIN) of establishment that 
issued the receipt * Receipt Number 
* Receipt Amount 


IS sand to 977 [SMART TALK N: TEXT & 
рм ECT mows) Every P10 ve of 
Se иу oem 
Баер 
E 
A a cee cae 
are aang бө tara Pa recat 
ош 
е 


an pa 


The.cost per test entry is 
ay PLB introductory price A 
бастат entries wil be Issued а 
unique гапо entry number 


‘Schedule of Draws 

+ Receipts issued should fall within the weekly period prior to 
the draw date to qualify except for the first draw. Weekly 
draw day is every Tuesday and deadiine of text-raffie entries 
is 12:00 midnight of the Monday before the draw. 

Qualified Receipt Dates. 

June 1 to July 31, 2006 

‘August 1 to 7, 2006 

‘August 8 to 14, 2000 


Draw Dates 
del dew August 1,2008 
2nd draw August 8; 2006 
ad draw August 18, 2008 


Succeeding weekly draw periods will be announced regularly 
in tv, radio and print ads. 


+ The draw of the winning rattle entry number/s shall be 
televised live on the scheduled draw date. 


Claiming of Prize 


P1 Міо per winner. There wil be five (5) winners on 
the first draw. 
Winning raffle entry number/s shall be published in 


newspapers. 
Winners will be notified via text and a call on his/her 
'as to where ond how to claim the prize. 

То claim prize, winner must present the following: 

4. Original copy of the receipt used for the text-ratfie entry. 
‘The date of which must be within the coverage period for 
that particular draw. 

2. Saved notification text message on the cellphone. 

3. Two valid IDs. 

4. Authorization letter (Applicable only i the receipt is in the 
name of a company and not under the claimant's name). 

Prize unclaimed after 60 days from date of notification 

‘halt be forfeited. 


Para sa karagdagang kaalaman, tumawag sa (02) 338 -9777 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 


4 THE DA VINCI CODE * THX 
1230 340 650 1000 


-0116 


6 ТАКЕ THE LEAD 
1200 230 500 730 1000 


2 КАРАС TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
1220 245 510 735 1000 


ТХ-МЕМЗ 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


3 THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 3 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


8 AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 
120 330 540 750 1000 


4 GARFIELD 2: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES 
1120 125 330 535 740 945 


9CARS 
1140 215 450 725 1000 


5 LAKE HOUSE 
оо 140 320 530 740 950 


RMITA 


1 THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 


10 THE OMEN 
1220 245 510 735 1000 


536-7809 to 12 


1010 1290 250 510 730 950 


2 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
1200 230 500 730 1000 


SCARS 1030 1240 250 
TAKETHELEAD 530 740 1000 


3GARFIELD 2 
4220 220 420 620 825 1000 


6 THE OMEN 
Х-МЕМ 3 


1010 1230 250 
530 740 1000 


4LAKE HOUSE 
1010 1230 250 510 730 950 


METRO EAST. 


1TAKE THE LEAD 1100 120 340 
THEDAVINCICODE 620 9% 


7 AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 


1020 1220 220 420 620 825 1000] 


(662-8193 « 662-8199 


5THE OMEN 
Х-МЕМ 3 


1225 235 445 
650 900 


] 


2CARS 


100 340 620 900 


6 LAKE HOUSE 
1150 210 430 650 910 
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RACHEL Hurd-Wood 
in "An American. 


Haunting" 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit. 
Contributor 


IN AMERICAN HAUNTING” 
from the level of spine-tin- 
gling supernatural classics of past 
decades, it knows how to elicit and exploit 
dread. It bears some resemblance to the re- 
cent “The Exorcism of Emily Rose,” as far as 
its short debunking angle and its supposed re- 
ality-inspired tale are concerned. Based on 
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З KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG РИЗО 
1105 136 405 635 905 


Т GARFIELD 2 
1230 240 450 700 910 


4THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 3 
1205 215 425 635 900 


NOVALICHES 

1 GARFIELD 2 

2 THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 
3 THE OMEN / X-MEN 3 


CITISQUARE MALABON 2:25» PIONEER 


1 MANAY PO 

2 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
3 RESERVE 

4 RESERVE 


В АМ AMERICAN HAUNTING 
1250 250 450 650 900 


`935-3231 / 935-3229-30 
4 THE DA VINCI CODE 
5 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG РИЗО 
6 LAKE HOUSE 
687-5378 


1 LAKE HOUSE 

2CARS 

3 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
4AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 


CHECKTHISOUT  »>»» 
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JUNE 16 Robinsons Place Manila 


(88190281259 
PERSONI 


(1:00-3:00РМ) 


17 Robinsons Place Pioneer (1:00-3:00РМ) 
24 Robinsons Place Dasmariñas (4:00-5:00PM) 


25 Robinsons Place Sta.Rosa 


JULY 01 Robinsons Place Imus 
02 Robinsons Galleria 


(4:00-5:00PM) 
(1:00-5:00РМ) 


MALL ACTIVITY CENTER 
NOW SHOWING at ROBINSONS CINEMAS 


1 THE OMEN 
2 FAILURE TO LAUNCH 
3 THE DA VINCI CODE 
4KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
(046) 852-2125 


DASMARINAS келел 
1 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 

2THE DA VINCI CODE 

3 THE OMEN 

4 FAILURE TO LAUNCH 
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1 THE DA VINCI CODE 

2 LAKE HOUSE 

3 THE OMEN 

4GARFIELD 2: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES 
5 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 

6 CARS 


BACOLOD 


1 FAILURE TO LAUNCH 
2CARS 

3 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
4 X-MEN 3 

5 AQUAMARINE 

6 REINCARNATION 


(048) 875-3638 
(048) 471.8188. 


(030) 441-0453 
(934) 441-0450 


(043) 787-3664 
(043) 312.5870 
1 THE SENTINEL 
2 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
3 OVER THE HEDGE 
4 REINCARNATION 
5 X-MEN 3 


ANGELES овог | 


1CARS 

2 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
3GARFIELD 2 

4LAKE HOUSE 


STARMILLS 


1CARS 

2 THE DA VINCI CODE 

3 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
4GARFIELD 2 

5LAKE HOUSE 

6 X-MEN 3/ THE OMEN 


ILOILO 


1THE OMEN 

2CARS 

3 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
4THE DA VINCI CODE 
5X-MEN3 

6 CHAOS 


(045) 875-1927 
(045) 961-5270 


(033) 336 8070 


The 
Perfect Gift 


Al'Year Round 


(4:00-5:00РМ) 


THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 
OPENS JUNE 21 
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See the 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pict 


ARANETA CENTER 


le pa 
Gateway Smart Khrmerspiaza 


А spooky spectral siege 


the book “The Bell Witch: An American 
Haunting,” the film adaptation by director- 
screenwriter Courtney Solomon shows mas- 
tery over mood most of the time, but that sol- 
id atmosphere gets blemished by some tech- 
nical elements in certain portions. 

Even so, the tale, which claims to be among 
а number of possible theories behind the oc- 
currences, recounts the Tennessee-based Bell 
family's ordeal in frightening detail, as nar- 
rated by an old letter that was recently dis 
covered in the present day. No, this definitely 
isn't “The Lake House.” There's an uneasy 
parallel that seems to be forming between 
1818 and the present, as two teenage girls 
from their respective eras begin experiencing 
recurring nightmares of menacing appari- 
tions. 


Flashbacks 

The flashbacks, which make up most of the 
film, become a tad repetitive at times, But 
they emphasize the helplessness of the Bell 
family, believed by some to be cursed by a 
vengeful witch. There's efficacy in the casting 
and performances of Donald Sutherland and 
Sissy Spacek, as terrified parents of the super- 
naturally victimized Betsy (Rachel Hurd- 
Wood). There's perfunctory skepticism, how- 
ever, in the form of Betsy's young teacher, 
Richard Powell (James D'Arcy), who soon 
discovers that there are real mysteries afoot, 
ones that can't easily be explained by avail- 
able sciences or metaphysics. 

‘The big, climactic revelation on the nature 
of the violent poltergeist is a puzzler at first, 
but it ultimately makes sense. It connects all 
the horrific goings-on to something that hap- 
pened to a character in the past, and that s 
pressed trauma apparently triggered the in- 
explicable insanity that shattered the Bells’ 
tranquility. There's universality to the horror 
tale, as legends in many cultures mention 
similar doppelgangers and entities with very 
vague intentions. 

The playful, swooping camerawork in. 
tensely creates the frenetic perspective of a 
floating, invisible phantom in many se- 
quences. The special effects used on a ghostly 
character don't offer as much visual panache, 
though, as the spirit looked too bright, attrac- 
tive and peaceful to be really frightening. An- 
other thing that sticks out is che scraggly font. 
style used to identify locales in the past, The 
informal-looking text looks a little forced and 
distracting. But "An American Haunting," de- 
spite its obvious flaws, can jolt, jar, and mis- 
lead one into looking the other way, while 
planting clues that build up into a big surprise 
ortwo. 
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Box of burden 


From Richard Allan 
Aquino of Malabon: 

1 agree with Ms. 
Cathy Uy's letter about 
SkyCable's "add box." 
My family was in- 
formed that SkyCable 
needed to enforce the 
add box to reduce ille- 
gal connections, so on- 
ly paying customers 


THE LAKE HOUSE 


Аш cinemas 


will be able to access 
the programs through 
that box that acts like 
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AMERICAN HAUNTING 
1200121014201650/840 


THE LAKE HOUSE 
ыты 


GARFIELD 2 
meni ausum | 


4j 


THE FAST 8 THE FURIOUS 3 


a pay-per-view ma- 
chine. 

Couldn't they have 
thought of other ways 
to implement this? 
The box has to be 


1140/205/ 4201 35/880. 


For ticket Inquiries. please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www ticketnet com ph 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


plugged in to an elec- 
tricity source, so it's an 
additional cost to the 
subscribers. 


The “add box” only 
seems like an addi- 
tional box of burden to 
‘SkyCable’s loyal sub- 
scribers, 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts fx volume purchases! 


китим ed товоо дели сй Mahatig Srvc Depart 7.785 oT cs М a015 


NCAA OPENING CEREMONIES & GAMES 
JUNE 24, Saturday 


ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK CONCERT 
JUNE 27, Tuesday 8 pm 
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Ruffa readies 
17,000 gown 
or Star Award 


By Nini Valera 


UFFA GUTIERREZ IS SET 
to wear а, $17,000 gown, 
and Boy Abunda is expected 

to complement her glam with his 

brand of gab as the two host this 
year’s 22nd Star Awards on June 

30 at the Grand Ballroom of the 

Philippine Plaza Hotel. 

Gutierrez, who flew in recently from her 
home in Istanbul, Turkey—wiere she lives with 
her millionaire husband Ylmaz Bektas and their 
children Lorin and Venice—told Inquirer Enter- 
tainment that she was looking forward to the 
event. 

“I miss my job here,” she said. "Ive been in 
show biz since Iwas 14, and my husband under- 
stands this passion.” 

Anne Curtis will be the show’s anchor. 

ARG Entertainment, producer of the awards 
show, earlier announced that the proceedings 
would combine the Golden Globe and Oscars 
ceremonies. 

Bong Ferrer will direct the show, which will be 
aired over Studio 23 at 10:30 p m. on June 30. 

‘Organizers of the Star Awards, led by Philip- 
pine Movie Press Club president Fernan de Guz- 
man, held a press conference on Thursday to an- 
ounce that Armida Siguion-Reyna is the Uli- 
rang Artisa Awardee 2006. 

‘The nominees in all categories were also an- 
nounced: 


Movie of the Year 

“Ako, Legal Wife...Mano Po 4" (Regal Enter- 
tainment); “Blue Moon” (Regal); “Dubai” (Star 
Cinema); “La Visa Loca” (Unitel Pictures); 
“Nasaan Ka Мап" (Star Cinema). 


Movie Director of the Year 

Joel Lamangan for “Blue Moon"; 
дап, "Ako, Legal Wife”; Cholo Laurel, “Nasaan Ка 
Man"; Mark Meily, “La Visa Loca”; Rory Quintos, 
“Dubai.” 


Digital Film of the Year 

"Ang Daan Patungong Kalimugtong" (Sampay 
Bakod/Cine Larga); "Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maxi- 
mo Oliveros” (ufo Pictures); "ICU Bed No. 7" 
(Media Revolution Film Productions); “Mga Pu- 
sang Gala” (Erasto Productions); Masahista 
(Gee Films), 


Digital Film Director of the Year 
Brillante Mendoza for "Masahista"; Ellen 
Ongkeko-Marfl, "Mga Pusang Gala"; Aureus 
Solito, “Maximo Oliveros"; Mes de Guzman, 
"Kalimugtong"; Rica Arevalo, “ICU.” 


Movie Actress of the Year 

Zsa Zsa Padilla for ‘Ako, Legal Wife"; Claudine 
Barretto, "Nasaan Ka Man”; Cherry Pie Picache, 
“Bikini Open" (Seiko Films); Irma Adlawan, 
“Mga Pusang Gala”; Jennylyn Mercado, “Blue 
Moon.” 


Movie Actor of the Year 
Ricky Davao, "Mga Pusang Gala”; Eddie Gar- 
da, "ICU"; Aga Muhlach, "Dubai", Diether 


Ocampo, “Nasaan Ka Man"; Robin Padilla, “La 
Visa Loca.” 
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CAUDATA TANVI 


Supporting Actress 

Gloria Diaz for Nasaan Ka Man; 
ronel, “Nasaan Ka Man"; Cherry Pie Picache, 
"Ako, Legal Wife"; Boots Anson-Roa, “Blue 
Moon"; Rufa Mae Quinto, ‘Ako, Legal Wife.” 


Supporting Actor 

John Lloyd Cruz for “Dubai”; Johnny Delga- 
do, "La Visa Loca" Emilio Garcia, “Dilim” (Topel 
Lee Films); Christopher de Leon, "Blue Moon"; 
Dennis Trillo, "Blue Moon.” 


Child Performer 

Annalyn Bangstil for "Kalimugtong"; Sam 
Bumatay, “Mulawin The Movie" (GMA Films 
and Regal Entertainment); 

Elijah Castillo, “Pepot Artista” (Buruka Films); 
BJ Forbes, "Exodus" (Imus Productions); Miguel 
Tanfelix, "Mulawin." 

New Actress 

Ryza Cenon for "Love Struck” (GMA Films); 
Paw Diaz, "Can This Be Love" (Star Cinema); 
Roxanne Guinoo, "Can This Be Love"; LJ Reyes, 
"Love Struck”; Marian Rivera, "Enteng Kabisote" 
(M-Zet Films). 


New Actor. 
Ryan Agoncillo for "Kutob" (Canary Films); 


Joross Gamboa, "Can This Be Love"; Nathan 
Lopez, "Maximo Oliveros"; Raphael Martinez, 


Nokia 6101 
As low 02Р 293.94 € Plon 600 
= Вайна Comera oad Video Recorder 4 
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Sire Option 
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Here's your chance to own your dream phone. 


At 0% interest, you can now enjoy the latest phone for as low asP'293.94 monthly, payable in 12 months”. 
Credit cards accepted: Equitable Bank, Diners, ВРІ and other major credit cards. 
Selected handsets may be availed at 0% interest, with a minimum SRP of P3,000. 


Monthly 


nstallment for 12 Months 
Роп 600 Plon 1000 Роп 2000 Plon3500 


"Can This Be Love"; Mike Tan, "Love Struck’; ЈС 
De Vera, "Ako, Legal Wife." 


Editor 

Danny Annonuevo and Ike Veneracion for "La. 
Visa Loca"; Aleks Castaneda, "Exodus"; Marya Ig- 
nacio, "Blue Moon"; Marya Ignacio, "Nasaan Ka 
Man"; Marya Ignacio, “Dubai,” 


Original Screenplay 


Allan T. Gamo for Blue Moon; Ricky Lee and -| 


Shaira Melba Salvador, "Dubai"; Ricky Lee and 
RUFFAVA-2 
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A CERTIFIED BLOCKBUSTER MOVIE OF THE YEAR! 


NOW SHOWING 


IN MORE THAN 100 THEATERS NATIONWIDE 
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RAMON "BONG" REVILLA Jr. 
A-AIDELASALAS PRECIOUS LARA QUIGAMAN 


Ms. International 2005) 


INAH REVILLA EUGENE DOMINGO 
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Catch the Cineplex тета 


You сап get your movie tickets now 
for “ Superman Returns " 
Showing on June 28, 2006 


Cat 99-7891 Joc 171 or 699-2227 
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Rafael Hidalgo, "Nasaan Ka Man"; 
Jose Javier Reyes, "Can This Be 
Love"; Mark Meilly "La Visa Loca." 


Cinematographer 

Richard Padernal for "Mulawin 
The Movie’; Charlie Peralta, 
"Nasaan Ka Man"; Charlie Peralta, 
"Dubai Lyle Sacris, "Exodus"; Lyle 
Sacris, "Blue Moon." 


Production Designer 

Rodell Cruz for "Mulawin The 
Movie"; Joy Cuyson, “Nasaan Ка 
Man"; Joey Luna, "Blue Moon" 
Norman Regalado, "La Visa Loca" 
Richard Somes "Exodus." 


Musical Scorer 

Von de Guzman for "Blue Moon; 
Vince de Jesus, "Let The Love Be- 
gin’ (GMA Films); Lutgardo Labad, 
“Mulawin The | Movie"; Jessie 
Lasatin, "Dubai"; Jesse Lucas, "Can 


M 


prom 
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Sound Engineer 

Ditoy Aguila for "Exodus"; Albert 
Michael Idioma, "Ako, Legal Wife 
Albert Michael Idioma, "Kutob"; Al- 
bert Michael Idioma, "Blue Moon"; 
Addisa Tabong, "Nasaan Ka Man." 


Original Theme Song 

"aw Lamang’ from "Dubai, 
composed by Ogie Alcasid and in- 
terpreted by бшу Valenciano; 
"Kung Nasaan Ka Man" from 
"Nasaan Ka Man," Louie Ocem. 
po/Christian Bautista; "Ikaw Nga" 
from "Mulawin The Movie," South 
Border/Jonalyn Viray; "Kasalan 
а Ba?" from "Kutob," Amie Men- 
daros/Thor, "Love Never Fades" 
Кот "Exodus," Von de Guz- 
man/Sarah Geronimo and Eric 
Santos. 


Darling of the Press 

Ogie Alcasid, Kris Aquino, 
Raphael Martinez, Ara Mina and 
Sylvia Sanchez. 
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At the Activity Center 


Customer Service tet hotine: 0917 6095900 
Gorilla 752 7272: from 10am lo 8pm 
(Greenbelt -752 4853: from ftam lo 12m 
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‘German Month Celebration 
‘June 19 to 21, 2006 


JAB Boxing Exhibit 
‘Sune 23 to 25, 2006 
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Sony Summer Pleasures 2006 
is 19, 2006 


‘June 19 to July 12, 2006 


i 
The perfect spot tor concerts, siage plays & corporate events 


Je now accepting bookings for June to July 2008 


For inquiries, pls. call 752-7862 or 757-3882 
eee TT 


PAROLA: С; э the Philippines 
48 to June 18, 2006 


For inquiries, plessa call 757-7117 lo 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 


MUSEUM 


WITNESS ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC PERIODS OF CHANGE IN HISTORY... 
AMERICA'S SEXUAL AWAKENING 


Chris 0' Donnell Peter Sarsgaard’ Jeha Lithgew 
Liam Neeson” Laura Linney 


KINSEY 


Based on a True Story 
Let's talk about sex. 


ICB Rating: Restricted 18 (For Adults Only) / Approved Without Cuts 


WARNING TO THE PUBLIC: Film contains pervasive sexual content 
including graphic images and descriptions 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


RouNbuP 
Now on video 


The video of the controversial in- 
dependent film "Bilog" by digital 
film director Crisaldo Pablo is now 
їп the market. The movie, which 
stars Ara Mina and Jan Marini, tells 
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Your life as c move life as a movie 
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make 

Created by Grupong Sinehan, it 
also stars Xeno, Allyna, Reiven Bu- 
lado, Graig ‘Alcantara, Apollo 
Jones, and Christopher Canizares. 


War vs poverty 

SAN FRANCISCO—YAHOO HAS 
joined rock superstar Bono's war on 
poverty, using its Internet prowess to 
transform the U2 singer-endorsed 
One.org website into 
ап online platform 
for community orga- 
nizing. 

The website went 
live on Friday, ac- 
cording to Meg Gar- 
linghouse, head of 
the Yahoo for Good 
division that had а 
team of engineers 
and designers 
"scrum" for several 
months to overhaul 
www.one.org. 

Co-founded Бу 
Bono, One: The 
Campaign to Make 
Poverty History was 
US coalition made 
up of more than two 
million people and 
scores of humani- 
tarian organiza- 
tions united to com- 
bat AIDS and ex- 
treme poverty. 

‘Among those list- 
ed as supporters of 
the campaign was 
Microsoft Computer 
co-founder Bill 
Gates. 

The "Yahoo-pow- 
ered” website in- 
cludes features such 
аз podcasts, blogs, a 
map that reveals in- 
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formation about lo- 


cal groups of kin- 
dred spirits, and 
photos of those who 
have signed a 
pledge to fight 
poverty. AFP 


OnStar 
Movies 


Kevin Bacon, 
Matt Dillon, and 
Kyra Sedgwick top- 
bill “Loverboy,” 
tonight's feature on 
Star Movies Pre- 
sents at 9 p.m. The 
movie tells of bril- 
liant, beautiful and 
financially secure 
Emily Stoll (Sedg- 
wick) who only 
needed one thing to 
make her truly hap- 
py—a child with 
whom she could 
share life's won- 
ders. 

“Marked For 
Death,” which airs 
on June 21 at 9 
p-m., features a re- 
tired DEA agent re- 
turning to his bucol- 
ichometown only to 
discover that a dan- 
gerous drug lord 
has taken over. 
Steven Seagal, Basil 
Wallace, and Keith 
David stars. 

Tonight at 10, 
Star World presents 
“Kevin Hill,” the sto- 
ry of a hip, music in- 
dustry attorney en 
joying the usual 
playboy trappings. 
But when Kevin is 
given custody of his 
10-month-old 
cousin Sarah, his 
world goes from 
changing girl- 
friends to changing 


‘THE AMITYVILLE A HORROR’ 


| um 


меи UTTER SH 


IT HAPPENED IN 1818 


NOW IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN 


AN AMERICAN 


HAUNTING 


THE BELL WITCH STORY 


BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN'S 


NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES 
BEST-SELLER 


the puz 


SUPERMAN 


RETURNS 


IN CINEMAS JUNE 28 


wevew.supermanrelurns-asio com. 


eom Ш 


Lo БЕ 2 


You. can ee your ticktes now! 
You may also buy your tickets i advance sing your cellphone. 


Just text ADVANCE and send to 286. 


плос 05:88 70 11:00 
1233005 гоо 


ESTERI 


For SMART subscribers only. 


movietimo 


Garfield, the World's Most Loved Cat, is back! 
Gerfied follows his owner, Jon, to England, where he is mistaken as 
the royal cat, who inherited a castle. Garfleld, of course, enjoys the 
royal treatment, but he is In big danger. Lord Dargis is wiling to do 


and takes 
on the 


‘everything Just to get rid of the royal cat, so that he can turn the 
castle into a tourist spot. Watch how Garllold saves himself from that 


diapers, 


9-11 
tragedy film 


British film direc- 
tor and screenwrit- 
er Paul Greengrass 
reconstructs the sto- 
ту of one of the hi- 
jacked planes that 
marked the Septem- 
ber 11, 2001 terror- 
ist attacks in the 
movie “United 93,” 
which opens in local 
theaters on July 5. 

“United 93” is a 
tribute to the pas- 
sengers of the 
doomed United Air- 
lines Flight 93, the 
fourth hijacked 
plane in the 9-11 
tragedy. 

The movie pre- 
miered at New 
York's Tribeca Film 
Festival: and was 
hailed at the Cannes 
Film Festival where 
it was screened for 
competition. 
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Birth experience ‘terrifying’ 
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EW YORK —ANGELINA JOLIE, IN 
her first US interview since the birth 
of her daughter last month, says the 

experience was frightening, 

She wasn't present at the birth of her two 
adopted kids, she said, so she was “just suddenly 
terrified” that her own baby wasn't going to take 
a first breath. “I just wanted to hear her cry" the 
31-year-old actress says in an interview to air 
Tuesday (Wednesday in Manila) оп CNN's 'An- 
derson Cooper 360^ 

Jolie gave birth to Shiloh Nouvel Jolie Pitt on 
May 27 at a private clinic in the resort town of 
‘Walvis Bay in Namibia. The baby, healthy and 
weighing 7 pounds, was delivered by Caesarean 
section. In excerpts of the interviews, released ex- 
clusively to The Associated Press on Friday, Jolie 
says Brad Pitt, 42, was in the operating room for 
the delivery. 

The couple have since left Namibia with their 
newbom daughter and two older children: 16- 
month-old Zahara and 4-year-old Maddox. AP 


Speaking of Brad... 

"We received this litle opinion piece in the e- 
mail, daiming that Brad Pitt had imbibed the 
personality of every girl he had ever been with. 
"The piece was illustrated with photographs, pre- 
viously published and recently published again 
in some fan magazines. 

The piece noted that Brad took on Juliette 
lewis “bohemian appearance,” Gwyneth Pal- 
trows slouch, Jennifer Aniston's highlights and, 
now, Angelina Jolie's world peace ambassador 
status. 


Speaking of Namibia... 

WINDHOEK, Namibia—Pregnant pop diva 
Brimey Spears may follow in the steps of Holly- 
wood couple Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie and 
have her baby in Namibia, state media said Fri- 
day 

“Deputy "Tourism Minister Leon Jooste con- 
firmed that he received a telephonic inquiry from 
Spears office to have her second baby bom in 
Namibia," the Namibian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (NBC) said ina news report. 

A tourism ministry official told Agence 

jur office received an inquiry 
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finalist last year 
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PITT with past and present loves 


from the staff of Britney Spears.” He did not 
elaborate. 

“The 24-year-old star is six months pregnant 
with her second child with husband Kevin Feder- 
line. AFP 


Speaking of repeat moms... 

There's а new baby in the home of Paolo and 
Suzi Enwrata—that’s Antonella, coming after 
Leona, 3, and Jade, 1—and the third-time mom 
says it stil feels like the first time. Morever, she 
feels like a child again! "Totoo pala na you'll al- 
ways be your parents’ baby" Suzi says. "No mat- 
ter how grown up you are, youll always be а 
child to them.” 


Cueshé quip. 

‘Accepting their Favorite Group and Favorite 
Artist trophy at the recent Ist MYX Awards, the 
band Cueshé had a word of advice for aspiring 
groups—like themselves not too long ago: “Be- 
lieve in yourself and believe in your dreams, 


That guy Giamatti 

Paul Giamatti of “Sideways” is a star at last in 
“Lady in the Water,” coming soon to Мето the- 
aters. Fame is not having an easy time sitting 
with him: “like being ‘that guy instead of THAT 
GUY: I have some notoriety, but thats enough I 
get a lot of recognition from the weird mailman. 
It can stop right there. 1 still want to be the guy 
‘who can get on the subway and check out the. 
freaks.” 


Wow... mean, wow! 

“American Idol” fanatic Hugh Pedron got to 
see the show's recent finals at the Kodak Theater. 
in Hollywood, after winning a trivia contest in 
Manila conducted by Star World, "I feel like [was 
the one who walked away the winner,” he says. “1 
can't wait till the show comes back next season.” 


Three-way treat 

LOS ANGELES—A Hollywood studio is plan- 
ning a politcal drama starring three Oscar-win- 
ning actors—Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts and 
Philip Seymour Hoffman, the industry daily Vari- 
ety reported Friday. 

“Charlie Wilson's War? set in the early 1980s, 
will tel the story of how a US politician and a CIA 
agent collaborate to secretly arm rebels in Soviet- 

occupied Afghanistan, Variety 
said. 

“The movie will be directed by 
Mike Nichols, winner ofthe Best 
Director Oscar for the 1968 
blockbuster “The Graduate.” 

АЕР 


Stop that man! 
‘TOKYO—Someone had better. 
жат him not to jump on the 
seas. 
Tom Cruise is hoping to im- 
press his Japanese audience by 
chartering an entire 1,300-seater high speed 
“bullet” train to take 150 fans on a trip from 
‘Tokyo to Osaka on Wednesday. 

"The two-and-a-half hour train ride is part of 
the publicity campaign for "Mission: Impossible 
TIL" which premieres in Japan next week. 

‘But any repeat of the actors couch-jumping 
episode from the television chat show “Oprah” 
last year would likely irritate the hygiene-con- 
scious Japanese, who are careful to keep their 
shoes away from upholstery. ‘Reuters 
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Naia 3 opening seen in summer of '07 


WHAT'S 
INSIDE 
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zaps By Daxim L. Lucas 


According to a ranking government official 
familiar with the matter, the lack of a con- 


rehab woes /83l 


struction work agreement between the gov- 


Agreement with Japanese contractor still hanging 


summer of 2007,” said the official, requesting 
anonymity belying an earlier statement made 
by Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila that the ter- 


THE MOTHBALLED TERMINAL 3 OF THE NINOY AQUINO INTER- 

national Airport (Naia) will stay shuttered until at least the middle тет ама eese Cr ош телип 
of next year due to unresolved issues between the government апд incomplete forthe time being. 

its Japanese builder. "The earliest it would open would be the 


Big Thai firm 
eyes P4-B 
expansionin RP | me 


By Abigail L. Ho 


minal's start of commercial operations was 

imminent. d 
"The opening of Terminal 3 will take more. 
NAIA3/ B4 


Exports seen 
growing 1596 
/B8 


"i 


ut power oF ASIA ү 


‘THAILAND'S PTT PUBLIC CO. LTD., THROUGH 
local subsidiary PTT Philippines Corp, is invest- 
ing between P3.5 billion and P4 billion over the 
next five years to bankroll its expansion in the 
country 

Таап interview Friday night, PTT executive 
vice president for commercial and interna- 
tional marketing Artasith Pothiapinyanvisuth 
said the investment would finance the estab- 
lishment of 50 retail stations in Metro Manila 
and Cebu and the construction of a soon-to- 
be-operated Cebu depot that would support 
the ой firm's retail expansion. 

About P1 billion would go to a planned liq- 
wefied petroleum gas storage and distribution 
facility with a capacity of 5,000 metric tons, 
he said. í 

PIT Philippines president and chief execu- = yi 
tive Siripong Phoungpaka said PTT was a big k ABF Hong Kong Bond Index Fund 
producer of LPG in Thailand, supplying both HSBC Investment Funds (Hong Kong) Limited 
the domestic and international markets, in- e 
cluding Vietnam, China and Cambodia, кла 

n two years, he said the company would 
already have a production surplus, prompting 
itto look for other markets for its LPG as early 
asnow. 

"Thé Philippines is importing one million 
MT of LPG a year because local producers can 
only produce 300,000 MT. But РТТ will have a 
surplus in two years. That's why we're thinking 
of putting up a facility here,” he told reporters. 

Artasith said the company was scouting for 
a good location for its LPG depot. 

Apart from an LPG facility, he said PTT also 
planned to transfer one of йз two lubricant- 
blending facilities in Thailand to the Philippines. 

He said it would make more economic sense 
for the company to just blend the lubricants here 
instead of the current set-up, which entailed hav- 
ing to bring into the Philippines finished prod- 
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Interest rate worries 


to hound stocks 


UNCERTAINTIES WILL CONTINUE TO 
hound the market this week as worries over 
Interest rates linger, but some investors are 
expected to pick up bargains given the 
heavy selling last week. 

"There are speculations in the market that 
the US Federal Reserve policy-makers will 
keep raising Interest rates until at least Au- 
gust. Locally, interest rates are seen to rise In 
tandem with thelr foreign counterparts. 
These interest rate concerns will remain а 

4, drag in the market for the rest of the month,” 
+ AB Capital Securities said in  wroekly report. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT GENERATED P23.7 
billion in additional revenues from the 
implementation of the VAT Reform Law 
in the first four months of the year, ex- 
ceeding expectations and boosting its 
chances of meeting the full-year target. 

‘The amount was 39-percent higher 
than the target of P17.1 billion set for 
the four-month period. 

“This is a good: indication that with 
sustained effort, we should be able to 
achieve our 2006 target of P75 billion 
in additional revenues from the VAT Re- 
form Law,” Finance Secretary Margari- 
to Teves said ina statement. 

‘The P23.7 billion collected was net of 
the deductions resulting from the mea- 
sures implemented to mitigate the im- 
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VAT collections exceed target by 39 
Additional revenues hit P23.7B in Jan-April 


pact of the expanded and hi 
Consumers. Gross VAT 
amounted to P34.9 billion. 
The mitigating measures included 
the reduction of excise tax rates applied 
оп petroleum products, (which resulted 
in P4.6 billion in foregone revenues), 
the repeal of the franchise tax on power 
distribution (P1 billion), removal of the 
common carriers tax on international 
transport (P75.7 million), and the 
scrapping of the common carriers tax 
оп domestic transport (P23.2 million). 
The VAT law, considered as the center- 
piece of the Arroyo administration's fiscal 
reform agenda, expanded the coverage 
of the tax to include previously exempt 
products like ой and electricity and raised 
the rate to 12 percent from 10 percent. 
Documents from the Department оѓ 


her VAT on 
collections 


Finance showed that of the P23.7 bil- 
lion in VAT revenues, the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue accounted for P8.3 bil- 
lion while the Bureau of Customs con- 
tributed P15.4 billion. 

‘The BIR and Customs exceeded their 
VAT collection targets of P2.28 billion 
and P14.8 billion, respectively. The BIR 
collects value-added tax from domesti- 
cally produced goods, while the BOC 
slaps the tax on imported products. 

Of the target of raising a total of P75 
billion in additional revenues this year, 
the BIR is tasked to collect P20 billion, 
while the BOC is required to contribute 
Р55 billion. 

The DOE, head agency of the BIR, 
said the BOC was asked to generate 
more VAT revenues because of the high 
import volumes and the increasing 


Thai firm eyes P4-B . 
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prices of imported ой. 

‘The government is conscious about 
meeting its VAT collection target given 
its role in improving the country’s fiscal 
condition and credit image. d 

Creditrating firms as well as investors 
are dosely monitoring the govemments 
revenue-collection performance following 
the Philippines’ call for a better credit rat 
ing. They said that performance in terms of 
collecting the expected revenues from the 
VAT would determine the government’ re- 
solve to achieve a fiscal turnaround. 

The government posted a budget 
deficit of P146.8 billion last year, but is 
targeting to cut the figure to only P125 
billion this year Under the medium- 
term goal, the deficit is targeted to be 
further reduced to only P63 billion next 
year and to zero by 2008. 
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‘ucts from its refineries and blending facilities in 
Singapore and Thailand, respectively 

"We export finished products to the Philip- 
pines. Transportation cost is very high. It's not 
competitive," he explained. 

He said the oil firm's planned blending fa- 
cility here would be able to produce 20 mil- 
lion liters of different lubricants. 

Siripong said the Philippine lubricants market 
presented a great revenue and market share ex- 
pansion opportunity to the oil firm, considering 


its annual demand of 170 million liters a year. 2 

PIT's five-year expansion also included the 
possibility of setting up an ethanol refine 
here, Artasith said = 

He said this plan was very much in its initia 
stages now as the oil firm was still in talks, 
with Petron Corp. on a possible joint study оп; 
the feasibility of putting up an ethanol plant: + 

“We might put up a plant, but that would: 
depend on the result of our talks and of thes 
feasibility study,” he said. 
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The US Leader in 
Laser Vision Correction 
is now in the Philippines. 
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Are your business operations 
the path to profit? 


Do you want to rev up 
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Your company's customer-friendiiness is something for your 
Customers to decide. Make sure you give them the right 
impression by knowing and understanding the Impact of 
excellent service. Leam about the different types of customers 
опа how best to exceed their needs and expectations. Build а 
mindset of service and show them that your company cares. 
With Proactive Customer Service you will: 


Loy the foundation for excellent and profitable customer service 


Alot of us are stil frustrated by below-average soles 
performance and declining market shore agains! competitors. 
Leam the sales management cycle опа proper strategic sales 
planning. Organize ond structure your sales force. Train and 
‘coach пет for maximum performance. Develop your 
leadership style and set standards for performance. With Sales 
Management you wil: 


Everyone knows the importance of a good plan, but 
knowing what it looks like and actually implementing one. 
are two different things. Follow а model that is simple and 
easy to apply. Analyze your current situation and set 
goals accordingly. Determine performance Indicators, 
monitor implementation, and fine-tune as you go along 
while keeping a realistic budget. With Operational 
Planning, you wil: 


Elevate your company above the competition with superb 
senice 
Transform "normat" customer transactions info outstanding ones 
Tune in into all he needs of the customer 
‘Ask questions that show the customer that your company cores 
lor them 
Respond efficiently, courteously ond professionally to the 
customer's needs 
Constantly provide the “personal touch" ond go the extra mile 
lo make customers come back for more 
Discover the techniques that токе service proactive 
Develop a sense of pride, confidence and enthusiasm that wil 
surely rub off on the customer 

* Know what gets and keeps customers 


In any business, the path fo profits keeping your customers happy. 


This program is for sales and service personnel, customer service 
representatives, account officers, technical officers, receptionists, 
secrelaries and other frontiiners who deal with customers directly 
‘and wouid Ike to know how best fo respond to their needs. 


Guthrie ensen 


CONSULTANTS 


Моподе ой the activities of your sales team. 

Piot the direction of your eom with precision 

Виа the right structure and organization for your 

soles force 

Use training to empower salespeople with key seling sklis 
Employ powertui coaching and motivation techniques to 
guide salespeople towards peak performance 

Delegate and motivate for maximum results 

Discipine people and help them keep their focus 

Sculpt a decisive, flexible, ond effective leadership style 


Because sales Б the heart of business. 


This program is for Sales Managers, Marketing Managers, Territory 


Managers, Area Managers, District Managers, Banquet Sales 
Managers спа anyone who handles sales people and wants to 
increose their soles performance. 


ТО MANAGEMENT 


FASTER RESULTS 
Call us if you want to customize a-program for 10 or more people 


For inquiries and reservations call 


Aris, Caroline, Diane, or Tessa at 892-7559, 894-0445, 
or 892-7041 or visit www.guthrie-jensen.com 


7/F Gloss Tower Bldg.. Carlos Palanca Jr. St. Legaspi Vill, Makati City 


+ Ensure that your plans fit into your organization's 
skotegic direction 
Discover the 6 Key Elements of the Operational Plan 
Evaluate exactly where your business is right now 
‘Avoid confusion and focus only on the most essential 
‘elements of your business 
Set the means of measuring your business's success 
Make your business objectives come alive. 
Create action pions that will bring your business to the 
fight path to success 
Chart your finances and create а meaningful 
operational budge! 


оба 


CNN 


Make the plan work for you. 


This program was designed for Chlef Operating Officers, 
Vice Presidents, General Managers, Managing Directors, ; 
Senior Managers and other managers who need to соте +; 
up with a viable operating plan. 
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AFTER YEARS OF COURTSUPER- 
vised workout, the Ramcar Group 
has finally wiped out all but P500 
million of its P7.6billon bank 
debts. 

Even better, the manufacturer 
of Motolite and Oriental batteries 
entied 2005 with its unit produc- 
tion up by 37 percent, and export 
volume by a bigger 60 percent. 

Encouraged by the results, 
Quezon City Regional Trial Court. 
Judge Reynaldo Daway has de- 
cided to terminate the rehabilita- 
Чоп proceedings, prompting 
čourt-appointed receiver Fortu- 
nato Cruz to announce during the 
weekend that the country’s 
biggest battery manufacturer has 
freed itself out of its financial 
straightjacket. 

-Ramcar filed for rehabilitation 


CockrALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin 


in December 2001, with Ramear 
patriarch Manuel  Agustines 
blaming the high-interest regime 
imposed by the central bank to 
defend the peso during the Asian 
currency crisis as having caused 
his ballooning debts. 

In the end, Agustines, a former 
Citibanker, had to agree to settle 
P6.1 billion in unsecured bank 
debts via dacion en pago, giving 
up even personal assets and 
parcels of land to placate the 
bankers, who felt their ex-col- 
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Ramcar zaps rehab woes 


league had pulled a fast one over 
them. 

From 70-percent market share, 
Ramcar—hamstrung by lack of 
advertising, marketing and pro- 
motional funds—saw its market 
share plunge to 50 percent by 
2002. 

Happily, the domestic market 
share is now back to 70 percent, 
according to Cruz. Even better, 
export sales now account for 
more than 51 percent of total rev- 
enues, from the pre-crisis 30 per- 
cent. 

Financial adviser Monico V Ja- 
cob is particularly proud that Mo- 
tolite kept its warranty returns 


down to under 1 percent, com- 
pared to the international war- 
ташу standard of 3 percent. 

Despite Ramcars financial 
woes, its sister fast-food compa- 
nies KFC and Mr. Donut had been 
insulated and in fact were even 
spurred to surpass the expansion 
targets imposed by their interna- 
tional franchisors, said Amado 
Santiago Ш, who, with his name- 
sake and more famous fathes, 
served аз  Ramcar counsel 
throughout the rehabilitation 
case. 


SM expands to Guam 
SM is scheduled to open a depart- 
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ment store in Guam in November, 
its first tentative foray into the 
overseas market. 


Positioned as the anchor store 
ina shopping mall also owned by 
COCKTALES/ BA 


WE’LL FIX a FAST! 
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Be part of the fastest growing 
convenience store chain in the country! 


POWERSTAR 


STREET LIGHTING 
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Roadway 

- Residential Area 

- Parking Lots 
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EXCLUSE PHILIPPE DSTRBUTOR 


SILICON ELECTRICAL SUPPLY INC. 
678 Evangelista St., Quiapo, Manila 
Tels 7338341 to 48 Рак: (632) 733-4887 


„эл, 
THE PINES . 


SAN PEDRO, LAGUN” 


Downpayments start а 
PP X 
P199,000 

Or monthly payments as low as Р26,701 


Boasts more power, space, comfort, safety and 
- sheer presence than its full-sized competitors. 


0% INTEREST for 5 year: 
Call us! 77-22-745 
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4.7L Magnum” V8 SOHC 
16-valve engine 
235 hp/4,500 rpm output 


300 Ib-ft/3,600 rpm torque 
102.4 cubic ft max cargo capacity 
Seven-passenger seating 


| sow to ое there: 
T. JSS rato Son Pedro exit ond folow the directional signs going to The Pines. 


Come to our OPEN HOUSE on 
June 24 & 25 from 8 AM until 6 PM 


US No 14237-144.06.02 


FILINVEST 


DODGE Greenhills. 1008 EDSA Greenhlls, San Juan, Metro Manila 
Та. 7:3 $808 FAX 726 7741, MOBILE: 0937 800 286: EMAIL: chryslergroup@cots,com.ph WEBSITE: www.chryslercom.ph 
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хе Take control of your Stock Trading 
Trade ONLINE Now! 


Philstocks.ph* 


www.philstoc 


ks.ph 


“Your ONLINE access to Philippine Stock Market" 


Please visit us at Fil-Negosyo Expo 2006 
June 23-July 2, 2006 
Megatrade Hall 2, SM Megamall 


* FREE seminars on ONLINE stock trading every Tuesdays and Thursdays 


CALL: (632) 687.5071 
info@philstocks.ph 
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design 


67,500 only N 


(6309-20) 


ә ТОМ сат 


www. TQM 


TERI 


ns: update M: 
NETS ona 3s (aeu АЗ 


Intel® Centrino® Mobile Te 
“Intel® Pentium® 


echnology 
'M Processor 760. 
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бов Hard Disk Drive, 
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In search of a migration policy — : 


1S PROMOTION OF THE EXPORT OF 
our human resources an official poli- 
су of our government? No one, not 
even government officials them- 
selves, seems to have a straight an- 
swer to this long-standing question. 
The ambiguity of the official position 
оп the matter rivals that on popula- 
tion policy. In both cases, apparent 
economic benefits clash with per- 
ceived social and moral costs. Thus, 
one's opinion on the matter reflects 
the individual's particular orientation 
and values, i.e. whether more predis- 
posed to the economic or the so- 
cial/moral considerations. In both is- 
sues, there is also some contradiction. 
between aggregate society's perspec- 
tive and the individual or family per- 
spective in examining their virtues ог 
drawbacks. Thus, it is quite under- 
standable that the question never 
gets a straight "yes or no" answer 
from any government official. We in- 
stead tend to get an earful on both 
sides of the question, but still no clear 
answer at the end. 


Deliberate tool 

Should human exports be our offi 
cial policy? For the same reasons 
above, we would probably get a clear 
split on this one. However, there 
seems to be considerable warming up 
lately to the affirmative side on this 
question. 

In a twoday gathering late last 
week among academic researchers, 
NGOs, government officials and busi- 
ness leaders, there seemed to be an 
emerging consensus that international 
migration should be made a deliberate 
tool for our national development. We 
have, after all, been citing human re- 
sources to be the country's greatest as- 
set all these years. A business leader 
lamented how our ambivalence on the 
matter has cost us substantial missed 
opportunities. Other countries, she 
pointed out, have been single-minded 
about their strategic assets and have 
parlayed them into propelling their 
economies into rapid growth. But our 
national ambivalence on international 
migration has kept us from being 
more strategic about it; instead, the 
general view is that government has 


LUNCH 
Cielito Е 
Habito 


been largely reactive on the matter all 
these years. 


Reverse ODA 

Filipinos are in fact preferred over 
other nationalities by employers in 
various occupations abroad. Filipinos 
could well be the most adaptable peo- 
ple in the world—and that is why we 
find them all over, even in the most un- 
likely places in the world like Iceland 
and even Antarctica. We have an un- 
canny facility for learning new lan- 
guages. Our national hero, Dr. Jose 
Rizal, whose birthday the nation cele- 
brates today, was known to speak 
more than 20 languages. We are a lov- 
ing and caring people; indeed, mil- 
lions of us make a living out of loving. 
and caring for total strangers. In short, 
we do have a superior product to offer 
the world, and the world knows it. 

Some have begun to argue that we 
should be charging host countries 
abroad for the massive public invest- 
ments we had made in our superior 
workers who are now contributing 
substantially to their domestic 
economies. One of the forum speak- 
ers argued that we are actually a net 
“ODA donor" to the United States, if 
you count how much our government 
had invested in the education of doc- 
tors, nurses, teachers and other pro- 
fessionals now responsible for a sig- 
nificant part of their GDP Thus, it is 
not far-fetched to consider demand- 
ing compensation from foreign gov- 
emments hosting large numbers of 
Filipinos for these massive invest- 
ments our taxpayers made (and that 
those foreign governments effectively 
saved), whose returns are now being 
enjoyed by those foreigners. 


Other dimensions 
Опе has to guard against being too 


preoccupied with the economic di- 
‘mension of the question, however. It 


was no surprise that the strongest 
voices for the above arguments in the 
forum last week came from the busi- 
ness sector, whose perspectives are 
understandably colored by their par- 
ticular professional orientation. 

But as I like to point out, humah 
welfare, and therefore development, 
has economic, social, environmental, 
political, cultural and spiritual di- 
mensions. In each of these dimen- 
sions, there are implications of large- 
scale international migration of Fil- 
ipinos that must be reckoned with. 
‘The social implications of the OFW 
phenomenon are already well 
known. The strategic political role of 
overseas Filipinos both in their host 
countries and in our own domestic 
political scene is finally being recog- 
nized. Similarly, overseas Filipinos 
have become agents for cultural 
change both in their host countries 
and here at home. And then there is 
that strong conviction а 
particularly among Christi 
there must be something in God's 
plan that is behind the fact that na- 
tionals of the only Christian country 
in Asia are now found in virtually ev- 
ery comer of the globe. 
Finding a win-win 

Our challenge lies in maximizing 
our country's benefits from internar 
tional migration while avoiding, or at 
least mitigating, the various atten- 
dant costs, foremost of which are 
family breakdown and brain drain. 
We can vigorously negotiate, for ex: 
ample, that foreign employers and 
host governments readily permit fam- 
ilies to join OFWs they employ. We 
can provide a policy environment 
that would make'overseas telephone 
calls cheap. We can exercise reason- 
able regulation on the exit of profes- 
sionals, especially those educated jn 
public institutions. The first step isto 
clearly and unequivocally define our 
policy and strategy on international 
migration—and then we can be delib- 
erate about everything else we need 
to do to make it a win-win situation. 
Югай Filipinos. 

Comments welcome 
chabito@ateneo.edu 
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Naia 3 opening seen in summer of ’07 


time,” 


work agreement between Miaa (Manila Intet- 
national Airport Authority) and Takenaka has 
пог yet been signed and it will take two 
months to finalize.” 

Once this deal is sealed, he said it would 
take “at least six months" to complete the fin- 
ishing touches on the airport terminal, which 
the government claimed was 98-percentcom- 


plete. 


The official opined that although the courts 
might decide to finally award the P3 billion as 
initial payment to the terminal's builders, ac- 


Recently, Transportation Sectetaty 
dro Mendoza said that at least three 
companies were interested in bidding for. 
contract to assess the structural integrity: 
Terminal 3. bd 

The bidders for the technical evaluatign 
contract included companies from Japan and 
the United States—all with experience 
working with airport facilities. Й 

Mendoza said the technical evaluation would 
be independent from the price valuation of фе 
terminal, which would form the basis ofthe got: 
еттеп payment to its German builders-za. 


тите gren ff we haye, sive! 
а 
ев 


tual operations would not commence this 
year. 

Miaa general manager Alfonso Cusi said 
the opening date of the terminal would de- 
pend on how fast—and in whose favor—the 
courts would decide on the dispute. 

"Because of this, it's difficult to say when it 
will open at this point," he said. 

"There's still the issue of job completion 
and we can't start without a writ of posses- 
sion,” he added. “We're restricted from exer- 


Cocktales 


taipan Henry Sy Sr, the department store is 
apparently a private venture of the Sy family, 
not of the listed mall operator, SM Prime 
Holdings, or their listed holding company, SM 
Investments. 

With a floor area of about 3,900 square me- 
ters, the Guam store itself is small by SM stan- 
dards, But then again, Guam has a population 
of only about 171,000, a third of whom are of 
Filipino origin. 

‘According to local press accounts, Sy ас- 


job that will be tackled by the legal system. 

German airport operator Fraport AG, ie 
main contractor for the project, claimszit 
spent $450 million to build the terminal wi- 
der the Philippine International Air Terminal 
Co. consortium. s? 

The deal was nullified by the Suprenié 
Court for being onerous to the government, 
Terminal 3 was scheduled for a “soft launch" 
last March 31, but that plan was put off after’ 
section of the ceiling collapsed. 
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to have appeared in an SEC case against his 
very own client. d 
Not only that, the IBP even lectured thie 
high tribunal that motions бог reconsider 
tion in bar discipline cases are prohibited i 
the IBP rules. a 
"This court, however, besides not being 
bound by the rules of the IBF has already clar- 
ified in long line of cases that motions for re- 
consideration are not prohibited in bar disti- 
pline cases," the Supreme Courts Third Div 
sion told the lawyers’ group, in a resolution. 
released last week. ч 
Saying that the IBP must conform to dhe 
high tribunal's pronouncements, not the off 
er way around, the Supreme Court then 46 
clared as void rule III, section 2(c) of the (BP 
rules of procedures of the Commission on Rar 
Discipline. = 


Empower your business today! 


Visit www.avaya-apac.com/midsizebusiness/ph from now till 15th August 2006 & stand quired for $10 million the moribund Agana 


la chance to win an Avaya MultiVantage Express system or one CELO TEE ЫА ДОТ Shopping Center in early 2003 after it was 
n devastated by a supertyphoon. 

The taipan in typical fashion proceeded to. 
immediately renovate the mall and even 
added another wing, in preparation for the 
coming SM store. 

Another Filipino taipan, Lucio Tan, already 
owns the biggest mall on the island, the Mi- 
cronesia Mall, which counts on Macy's as an- 
chor department store. 

SM is thinking of bringing in either ABS- 
CBN or GMA 7 or both, possibly on a joint- 
production basis in view of the dollar-denom- 
inated costs, for the usual fiesta/show biz ex- 
travaganza that marks any opening day of an 
SM mall, 

Guam, home to a branch of the K-Mart hy- 
permarket chain, is expecting а retail revival 
with the impending relocation of a US Marine 
and Navy contingent from Okinawa. 


Soft on Sigma Rogues 
‘THE PRESIDENT of the Integrated Bar of the 
Philippines may spout a tough anti-GMA, an- 
corruption stand, but, unknown to the pub- 
lic, the IBP chief, Joel Cadiz, is soft on erring 
fraternity brothers. 
Cadiz and the IBP contested the Supreme 
Court having imposed a three-month suspen- 
sion ona fellow Sigma Rhoan, who was found 


| Introducing the 
AVAYA MultiVantage Express, 


the all-in-one integrated communications solution for midsize businesses Money-go-round 
е DENNIS Valdes, a.k.a. the husband of Tess@ 
Prieto, has decided to work for his uncle at the 
publicly listed Philweb after a decade of 
‘working for his in-laws. ^ 
* SECURITY Bank is throwing a big bash 
for its clients and partners tomorrow night a} 
the Philippine Plaza to celebrate its 55th an+ 
niversary. Unfortunately, the event coincides 
with SGV's dinner. See below. 5 


All-in-one communications solution on а single-server systei 
With built-in applications such as Voice Over IP, mobility, integrated voice 
тай, call centre, computer telephony integration and call detail recording 
that midsize businesses need. 


Log on to register and win! 


Competitively priced: 
An extensive range of communication capabilities at a competitive price. 


Simple to implement and administer: 
Installation wizards get system up & running in 2 hours and integrated 
network gets users up & running through centralised management, 


Heard through the grapevine 
A VIRTUAL who's who in Philippine business 
is expected to swamp Makati Shangri-La to- 
morrow night to personally wish continued 
health and success to SGV founder Washing: 
ton Sycip on his 85th birthday and also to 
toast SGV's 60th anniversary. 1 
It will be a pleasant surprise if SMC presk 
dent Ramon Ang shows up. ; 
(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsl.net ог cocky 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


Visit www.avaya-apac.com/midsizebusiness/ph 
Cail AVAYA today at +63 2 884 8788 


Terms and conditions can be found at wwwavayarapac.comymidsizebusiness ©2006 Avaya Inc, 
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Moody's says RP 
banks’ profits 
‘overstated’ 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


GLOBAL RATING FIRM MOODY'S 

id Philippine banks’ earnings 
and capital were “overstated” due 
to lax regulations on losses 
booked from the sale of assets us- 
ing the Special Purpose Vehicle 


Standard & Poor's 
earlier assigned a rating of 8 (ша 
scale of 10 with 1 as the highest) 
to Philippine banks’ country 
Moody's average bank financial 
strength rating (BSFR) on the K 
cal system isn't any better at D- in 
view of “modest intrinsic 
strengths and weak operating en- 
vironment.” 

“Moody's believes that it will 
take the banking system two to 
four years to rebuild capital to 
more adequate levels (8 percent 
economic capital ratio)," Moody's 
Investor Service said in a special 
commentary titled Asia Banking 

took 2006 issued on Friday 

Moody's said the sector was be- 
ing challenged by a weak operat- 
ing environment, high level of 
honperforming assets (NPAs) rel- 
ative to loan-loss reserves and 


capital, uncertainty on consumer 
and middle-market strategies аз 
well as fragmented structure, 
which constrains both profitabili- 
ty and efficiency and overbur- 
dens supervisory function. 

“Given stricter capital charges 
оп NPAs with the implementation 
of new accounting standards and 
Basel 2 (capital adequacy rules), 
banks will likely consider the SPV 
route, despite the deep discounts 

sociated with such transa 
tions. Consequently going for- 
ward, Philippine banks should re- 
port lower NPAs," the report said. 

Congress approved last March 
the extension of the SPV Law, 
which offers generous fiscal in- 

ives on asset transfers, for an- 
other two years to address the 
system’s bad asset overhang. 

“The provision of a 10-year pe- 
riod over which SPV-related loss- 
es can be amortized should re- 
duce the negative impact on ac- 
counting profits. Such regulator 
forbearance bolsters public co 
dence in the banking 
from an economie persp 
Overstates bank earings and 
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THE GRANDEST SUV, ALL-NEW GRAND VITARA! 


Built for both on-road and off-road use, this new generation Suzuki Grand Vitara packs power as well as prestige, 
аз its 2.0 liter engine Is engineered to maximize cost performance with its smooth and quiet response. Its 4-mode 
4 x 4 powers ай four wheels at ай times for outstanding performance on and off-road. The all-new Grand Vitara 
is also buit for extreme durability and safety with a Built-in Ladder frame that reinforces its compact and rugged 
Боду. And, with fully independent suspension, you get smoother, more responsive power over the road or off. 
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Relaxation of BSP regulations — ^ 
on bancassurance sought 


me 
By Doris C. Dumlao 
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BANCASSURANCE OPPORTUNITIES IN THE 

Philippines are massive but underexploited 
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compared to those in other Asian markets due 
to the tough barriers to entry put up by bank- 
ing regulators, an industry official said. 

‘Stephen Clark, the new president of Philam 
Equitable Life Assurance Co Ine. (Pelac), said 
this business had flourished much more in 
other markets due to their less stringent regu- 
lations. 

Prior to his stint here, Clark handled AIG's 
bancassurance interest in Hong Kong. 

“The tough one is the BSP's (Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas) rule providing that for a 
bank to be able to sell insurance, it has to own 
5 percent of the insurance company whose 
products the bank is selling, which is how we 
came up with Pelac,” Clark said in a 
roundtable discussion on Friday. 

Bancassurance, or the selling of Ше insur- 
ance products by banks to their clients, start- 
ed in the Philippines six years ago. 

Pelac, which was established three years 
ago, is 95 percent owned by leading life insur- 
er Philippine American Life and General Insur- 
ance Co. and 5 percent by Equitable PCI Bank. 

"A part of me is saying that the regulation 
shouldn't be changed because that will make 
it easier for other players to come into the 
market,” Clarksaid. 

“But if I were speaking not as Pelac but as a 
new entrant, I would want that rule changed 
because it does restrict banks in terms of what 
products they can sell," he explained. 

In most countries in Asia, Clark said banks 
were being allowed to work virtually as agents 


He said that in these countries, there were 
also restrictions but not as stiff as those in the 
Philippines. 

In Hong Kong, banks are allowed to have a 
maximum of four partnership arrangements 
with insurers. 

“Most banks in Hong Kong would probably 
have two partners but not more than four. In kid т И) 
other countries, you can have as many part- ret Gen Cor астау, ENERGY, Powen & waren 
ners as you like,” Clark said. 

But the local regulations have worked well 
in the case of Philam and EPCIBank's partner- 
ship in Pelac, he stressed. 

“What worked for us is the fact that the 
bank was focused on one company and it 
could concentrate on training the bank staff 
on our points of interest rather than the bank 
staff having to know all products in the mar- 
ket," Clark said. 2105 2, 

Pelac posted P989 million in total premiums southeast aslan Comat СТОН 
in 2005, making it the country's No. 2 banca- Enginsenng Equip. lac. p 
surrance firm in terms of premium collections. Republi Cement Cap. 
‘The company aims to raise its sales by another — oun Vinyi Corp. 
20-25 percent this year, given the “unexploit- 
ed” opportunities in the Philippine market. [p rM 

InotherSoutheastAsianemerging markers  SlemeManslacunng 
like Indonesia, Clark said bancassurance was Abacus Con Res & Hag A 
contributing about 40-45 percent of AIG's iin dis Res. nc. 
turnover. In the Philippines, however, the Abon auty vetures 
share of bancassurance to AIG's business is 
only about 10-15 percent, he said. 

Clark also noted that while Pelac was now 
No. 2 in terms of premium collection, there 
‘was still a long way to go to catch up with the 
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MAKE YOUR 
DOLLARS BEAR 
MORE FRUIT. 


Investment Fund 


Cumulative Return 
'as of 0/14/2006. 
{since inception on 07/12/2005) 


Philamlife 
Dollar Bond Fund 
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Philamlife 
Global Bond Fund 
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With JIM CLARK, Founder, InnoGreat 


“For years, | was the head of a service team of more 
than 200 people in six regional offices with customers 
in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Japan. In 2000, I became 
а Six Sigma Black Belt and applied the tools of 
process improvement in our organization. What we 
found was that the greatest influencer in determining 
the success of a product, a franchise or a sales 

office was the level of service as perceived by the 
customer. 


In this program, you will participate in a large group 
service simulation that will help you internalize the 
learning about providing Breakthrough Service 
Together, we will creato the "Laws of Breakthrough 
Service" that if followed, will ensure happier 
customers, and just as Important, a happier youl.” 
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Break through existing service mindsets 
and practices to ensure happier customers in 


BREAKTHROUGH SERVICE! 


JIM CLARK, Founder 
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number one player (Philippine АХА Life). 


SM unit 
earmarks 
РІВ for 
Baguio 
condotel 


By Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 


SM DEVELOPMENT 
Corp. (SMDC), the 
property arm of the 
‘SM Group of Compa- 
nies, is setting aside 
about Р1 billion to 
develop а condo- 
minjum-hotel on a 
onehecare lot in 
Baguio. 

The construction 
of the "condotel" is 
expected to start next. 
year , SMDC presi- 
dent Rogelio 
Cabufiag seid. 

МОС is spending 
roughly P1.6 billion 
in the next two years 
for residential pro- 
jects, 

Of the total 
amount, some P800 
million will be spent 
this year for the com- 
panys medium-rise 
"condoville" dubbed 
Chateau Elysee near 
SM Bicutan in 
Parañaque, the high- 
rise Mezza Resi- 
dences beside SM 
City Sta. Mesa in 
Manila and a resi- 
dential subdivision 
project in Muntinlu- 


pa. 

SMDC _ recently 
completed the sec- 
ond phase of its 
maiden project, the 
P3.7-billion 
Chateau Elysee, a 
six-cluster, six-story 
French-Mediter- 
ranean inspired con- 
dominium on a 4.7- 
hectare lot. The sec- 
ond phase, dubbed 
Lafayette, with 384 
units, will be ready 
for occupancy this 
year. 

SMDC is spending 
P250 million for 
Chateau Elysee this 


уем. 

SMDC is also ear- 
marking P400 mil- 
lion for Mezza Resi- 
dences this year. This 
is a PS.2-billion high- 
rise project that will 
cater ю ет 
trepreneurs, middle 
management, medi- 
cal students and pro- 
fessionals. 

Mezza will have 
four towers of 348 
units or a total of 
1,551 units. The first 
two towers will be 
ready for occupancy 
by 2009. 
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Interest rate ... 


The benchmark Philippine 
Stock Exchange index (PSEI) fell 
38 points or 1.76 percent last 
week to 2,121.47. 

However, the market regained 
its poise toward the end of the 
week as the US market recov- 
ered. 

АВ Capital Securities said the 
rally in Wall St. was sparked by 
comments from the US Federal 
Reserve that inflation would not 
be as high as most financial mar- 
kets expected. 

Locally, news of a government 
budget surplus for May boosted 
sentiment, curbing some of the 
market's sharp losses last week. 

‘The government posted a bud- 
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From pageB! А 
get surplus of P5.8 billion for the. 
month of May, a follow-up from 
ап April surplus that brought tha. 
year-to-date budget deficit lower, 
at P44.2 billion. This is the first 
time in 20 years that the country 
registered a surplus in May. 

lased on this trend, the gov, 
ernment looks likely to meet this 
years budget target deficit of. 
P126 billion, especially given the 
stalemate in the 2006 budget, 
which is restricting government 
spending,” AB Capital Securities’ 
noted. 

But overall sentiment may be, 
dampened by an expected inj 
crease in local interest rates, Elise, 
abeth L. Sanchez E 


in Malampaya usa pea 
royalties in Q | um 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT CAN START 
collecting as much as $1 billion in royalties 
from the $4.5-billion Malampaya Deep Water 
Gas-to-Power Project starting this month, as 
the cost-recovery period for the project is now 
about toend. 

Eduardo Mafialac, president and chief ex- 
ecutive of Malampaya consortium member 
Philippine National Oil Co. Exploration Corp. 
(PNOC-EC), said the cost-recovery period 
was expected to end “before the second half 
of the year.” 

This means that the consortium members 
will have already recovered bulk of the pro- 
jects development cost, or 70 percent in total, 
within the first half. 

Under the cost-recovery program for the 
project, consortium members PNOC-EC, 
Shell Philippines Exploration BV and Chevron 
‘Texaco Malampaya can recover up to 70 per- 
cent of their investment in the project. 

‘The consortium members and the national 
government may get to split among them 30 
percent of Malampaya's overall revenues. 

"This 30 percent is split 60-40, in favor of 
the consortium members, 

But once the cost-recovery period ends, 60 
percent of Malampaya’s total revenues will go 
to the national government, while the re- 
‘maining 40 percent will be divided among the 
consortium members. 

‘Royalties from the project are bench- 
marked on the prices of international crude. 

‘According to estimates, the government 
сап collect between $9 billion and $13 billion. 

соут/вэ 


Psalm to borrow 
$700M to settle 
Napocor debts 


‘THE POWER SECTOR ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Management Corp. (PSALM) this year will bor- 
row $700 million mainly to fund the debt-servic- 
ing requirements of the National Power Corp. 

‘Nieves Osorio, president of PSALM, the 
agency tasked to dispose of Napocor's assets 
and assume its obligations, said the size of the 
borrowing was roughly the same as Napocor's 
maturing obligations this year. 

‘Around $200 million would cover part of 
the Yankee bond, which Napocor availed of in 
1996. The bond will mature late this year. 

‘Another $300 million would likely be ear- 
marked for other debts, particularly those 
that the national government did not absorb. 

‘The national government had earlier assumed 
Р200 billion of the state firm's debts, the most it 
could absorb under RA 9136 or the Electric Pow- 
erindustry Reform Act of 2001 (Epira). 

‘Osorio said that there may no longer be any 
néed to conduct a roadshow as quite a num- 
ber of entities have already expressed willing- 
ness to lend to PSALM, on behalf of Napocor. 

Napocor last year borrowed close to $800 
million to finance its maturing obligations, as 
well as its capital expenditures and general 
funding requirements. 

Napocor used to meet its external funding 
requirements through borrowings from the 
national government, issuance of local bonds 
and credit-enhanced transactions involving 
insurance providers. Abigail L. Ho 


Hotel operator 
nets windfall 
in first quarter 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


HOTEL OPERATOR WATERFRONT PHILIP- 
pines Inc., (WPD) said its net operating profit 
surged to P86 million inthe first quarter com- 
pared to last year's P1 million. 

‘Company officials also reported a 34-per- 
cent growth in gross operating profit to P215 
million from last year's P160 million. 

Room revenues rose 16 percent growth to 
P176 million from last year's P152 million. 
‘The food and beverage division meanwhile 
recorded double-digit growth of 11 percent in 
gross receipts. 

* The company said in a statement that the 
improvements were due to continued pro- 
grams to aggressively expand WPI's market- 
ing and distribution network. 

Last year the firm spent almost P200 million. 
to complete the first phase of its renovation pro- 
gram for its four first-class hotels, This year it will 
spend another P200 million to complete the sec- 
ond phase ofthe program. 

WPI is the country's largest Flipino-owned 
and -managed hotel chain. 

їп Manila, it operates the Manila Pavilion Ho- 
tel and Casino. In Cebu, it has the Waterfront Ce- 
bu City Hotel and Casino and the Waterfront Air- 
‘port Hotel and Casino Mactan, In Davao, it runs 
the Waterfront Insular Hotel Davao, WPI oper- 
ates close to 1,500 rooms and employs 1,500 
workers, 
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New Zebra P110i Card Printer 


Affordable, Compact, and Easy-to-use 


For business users working on tight budgets or where card printing 


volume is moderate, the P110i is a compact card printer that fit 


P110i Single-Sided Card Printer 
Generol Specifications 


+ inlegraied card leder 
* Lood-N-GoIM drop-in ribbon 
Ideal for: Access Control * Time and Attendonce * ролде 
aff and Student Identification * Membership ond 
Loyalty Cords * Gifi Cords 


The Real Stripes Matter... 


The Hive Makati 
Unil-C Ground Floor Unit 111 Main Mal G/F 
People Support Center Bonilod Town Centre 
Amorsolo St. Makati City Cebu Cily 

Tel. Nos. 7511363 or 67 Tel. Nos. 0325346241110 12 


The Hive Cebu 


"All Visual & Lights Systems 
Call us fora 21237 new tomes Pezo 
F Aronela Center, Cuboo, Q.C. 
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THESE HP PROLIANT FIESTA BUNDLES. 


Purchase the featured HP ProLiant Servers and choose о free item from our 
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Promo Mechanics 
1. Boy опу of безе featured HP Proliant Fiesto Bundles Кот May 15 lo July 15 and choose one free Пет 
from the feast of prizes: 
НР 1GB Memory upgrade OR 
HP Laserjet 1022 Printer OR 
Sony Ericsson K300 mobile phone OR 
Magic Sing Karaoke OR 
Kodok с530 Digitol Comer 


To avai 

о. HP Reseller will fle claim with pertinen documents on end customer's behal. 

b. End customer fo signify preferred free item through email hp@stratworks.net for purposes of validation. 

<. Once agency has received complete documentation from reseller, on email will be sent 1o caiman! odvsing 
pick up date of free йет. 


Promotion offer is no! valid with any other type of discounting and/or promotional offer. 
Only one free item shall be given per HP Proliant Fiesto bundle purchased. 
Free йет is not convertible ю cash 


^ Choose from any of the prizes below when you purchase 
апу of the featured HP ProLiant Server Fiesta bundle: 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


18.7 percent in April from year-ago 


levels, bringing the four-month aver- 


‘THE PHILIPPINE EXPORT INDUSTRY 
expects its earnings to surge by 15 
percent this year, nearly double the 
export growth target of the govern- 
‘ment, on strong global demand for 
electronics and garments. 

At the sidelines of an environmental 
mapping forum conducted by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas last week, 
Philippine Confederation of Exporters 
Philexport) president Sergio Ortiz Luis 
told reporters that the governments ex- 
port target of 8 percent could easily be 
exceeded due to the heavy shipment of 
merchandise goods abroad. 

As such, he said the peso's recent 
depreciation to 53:$1— while benefi- 
cial to the export sector—would likely 
be temporary because strong inflows 
from exports would prop up the local 
currency and compensate for the 
slowdown in foreign exchange remit- 
tances from overseas Filipino workers. 

“To hit $50 billion (in export rev- 
enue), we have to raise the (growth) 
target to 15 percent,” Ortiz Luis said, 
noting that the strong export perfor- 
mance in the last few months was likely 
tobe sustained for the rest ofthe year. 

The country’s export earings 
jumped by 26.3 percent in March and 


‘There 


GOINGS ON 


Puregold trade show 
SUPERMARKET CHAIN PUREGOLD IS LAUNCHING 
the first ever sari-sari store trade show in the country. 

The event—"Tindahan ni Aling Puring 2006: A 
Sari-Sari Store Convention"—offers the opportu- 
nity for some 3,000 corner store owners to expe- 

* rience a gathering dedicated to them. 

,. ANAC Nielsen survey showed that more Fil- 
ipinos preferred buying goods from sari-sari 
Stores or corner stores, accounting for 91 percent 

j of the country's total trade channels as the center 
of interaction and commerce in every barangay. 

Recognizing this role of the sari-sari store, Pure 
ро has come up with a venue to give sari-sari store 
owners a chance to tap further into their potential as 
micro entrepreneurs through negosyo sessions aimed 

athelping them manage their businesses better. 

The sari-sari store convention will be held on 
une 23 at the World Trade Center in Roxas 
Boulevard, Pasay City, and will be participated in 
by leading suppliers such as Colgate-Palmolve, 
Nestlé, Procter and Gamble, Unilever, San Migue! 
Corp.. Del Monte, Purefoods, Universal Robina 
Corp, Rebisco, Nissin Monde and Kraft. 

The event is by invitation only and will be at- 
tended by the top 3,000 members of the growing 
Puregold Aling Puring Exclusives Program. 


Disaster preparedness 

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING CORP. HAS EM- 
barked on a bold technology shift to raise the bar 
of its business continuity readiness and disaster 
preparedness. This was made possible through 
the bank's partnership with Total Intormation 
Management Corp. (TIM). 

‘With TIM providing the necessary business re- 
covery center (BRC) equipment and facilities, 
RCBC is now using remote disk mirroring tech- 
nology to ensure that every banking transaction 
can be sately recovered in real time mode in a re- 
mote site, fand when an unforeseen event ren- 
ders RCBC's main computer center unusable for 
а prolonged period of time. 

RCBCs remote mirroring solution is based on 
symmetrix remote data facility (SRDF), a product 
‘Of EMC Corp., one of TIM's business partners 
since 1997. 

“We hope to be able to assist other banks in 
venturing into similar endeavors in the near fu- 

says Jose Mari M. Antunez, president/CEO 
of TIM. 


F&B expo set 

THE TRAINING INSTITUTE FOR MANILA ENGI- 
neers (Time) Foundation Inc. and leading event 
‘organizer Cut Unlimited Inc. wil hold the 8th In- 
‘ternational Food & Beverage Manufacturing and 
Technologies Expo (F&B ManuTech) on June 21- 
23, 2006 at the PICC Forum, Manila. 

Dubbed as the country’s only trade-focused 
F&B manufacturing and technologies exibition, 
the F&B ManuTech Expo 2006 will focus on at- 
taining International recognition by showcasing 
world-class products and equipment. 

ManuTech Expo will focus on diverse tech- 
nologies, equipment and machinery that cover 
the entira F & B manufacturing process. 


mp 


‘TIGHTENING SIM cards trade may be the 
only way to curb cell phone-related crimes. 
ттин 


age growth in export receipts to 15.2 
percent equivalent to $14.75 billion 
‘worth of goods sold abroad. 

"Export of electronics had in- 
creased by 20 percent as there was 
strong demand 
durables," Ortiz-Luis said. 

The country’s electronics exports, 
which account for two-thirds of the to- 
tal, consist of semiconductors, office 
equipment, telecommunication and 
 medical/industrial instrumentation. 

The Philexport chief said the gar- 
ment sector was likewise doing well. 
For the month of April, earnings from 
garments were boosted by bulk or- 
ders for men’s wear, brassieres, blous- 
esand shirts for women. 

“We also know that in the last quarter 
(export growth) is higher, зо unless 
something happens well probably hit 
(export growth of) 15 percent" he said. 
Ontiz-Luis added that the Philippines 
was benefiting from a robust trade rela- 
tionship with mainland China. 

“for the last three years, we've 
seen the biggest monthly growth. 


growth in exports to China hit 75 per- 
cent but on the average, its stabiliz- 
ing at about 50 percent because of the 


for consumer 


‘were even months where 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BUSINESS 
Exports seen growing 15% 


Industry doubling target as global demand 
for electronics, garments grows stronger 


growing base,” Ortiz-Luis said. 

“While we're wary of the Chinese 
goods comi 
to remember that their (China's) mar- 
ket here is only 80 million (represent- 
ing the country’s population) and 
that our potential buyers there are 
1.2 billion,” he said. 

‘As such, he said the Philippines 
was piling up bilateral trade surplus- 
es against China 

“OF course, this doesn't reflect the 
goods that possibly come in through 
smuggling, but that’s another story,” 
hesaid. 

Ortiz-Luis has also given up on any 
windfall from the much-ballyhooed 
Doha round because most countries 
did not want to give in to the proposed 
settiement to disadvantaged countries. 

"Now, everyone is busy with bilater- 
als (agreements). That's the indication 
that it's not gonna happen,” he said. 

‘Nobel Prize Laureate for economics 
Joseph Stiglitz said there was no 
doubt that an ambitious Doha round 
would deliver significant gains to rich 
countries and that these gains would 
far outweigh gains to poor countries. 
As such, he advocated aid for trade as 
а way to redistribute (the benefits), 
through which the reality of the unbal- 
anced outcome can be squared." 


g in, I always tell people 


Abaca: Let's stick 
to what we do best 


IN HIS INFINITE WISDOM, GOD 
blessed the Philippines, more 


. particularly the province of Albay, 


with the abaca plant. 

‘The abaca plant is a variety of 
banana. But the fruit of the abaca 
is hardly edible. You can't eat it 
raw. Neither can you boil or fry it. 

‘What is precious in the abaca 
plant is the fiber that is stripped 
from its petioles or leaf sheaths. 
Traditionally the fiber was 
stripped by hand through a pair 
of metal knives. The abaca strip- 
per was a respected technician in 
the plantation. 

In 1820, the American ship- 
ping industry discovered that the 
abaca fiber was the best for nauti- 
cal ropes because of its remark- 
able tensile strength. It was, in 
fact, the strongest of all natural 
fibers. It was also resistant to salt 
water decomposition. That year, 
the first 10 tons of the fiber was 
shipped from Albay to the US. 
‘Thus began the abaca boom, 
which reached its peak during the 
US Civil War when the North ex- 
panded its fleet to blockade the 
South. 

Abaca fiber became known in 
the world market as Manila 
hemp. With the rising demand for 
the fiber, abaca plantations 
sprang up in the rest of Bicol, in 
the Visayas and Mindanao. By 
1880, exports accounted for 30 
percent of our dollar earnings. Al- 
bay became the richest province. 

Before World War IL the 
Japanese invested in a large aba- 
са plantation in Davao. It was 
probably the first major Japanese 
investment here. After the war, 
the government took over the 
plantation, broke it up into small 
lots, and distributed them to Fil- 
ipino veterans in the area. As the 
first agrarian reform program, it 
was a flop. Production dropped. 

‘Antonio Floirendo set up the 
first abaca plantation with a 
mechanized decorticating and 
drying plant in Tagum, Davao. 
His product was traded in New 
York as Manila hemp, Tadeco 
grade. Later, he closed down his 
abaca operations and shifted to 
putting up the world's biggest 


QUESTIONS, , 
OF POLICIES 


Honesto C, 


General EXC 
plantation of Cavendish bananas. 

Also after World War П, syn- 
thetic fiber became a strong com- 
petitor to abaca fiber. Gradually, 
abaca fiber lost a large share of 
the world market for ropes and 
cordage. 

Now, abaca is making a strong 
comeback. The fiber is still widely 
use for ropes and cordage, but it is 
now also used as a material for a 
wide variety of applications: Fumi- 
ture and fixtures, gifts and novelty 
items, decorative accessories, tex- 
Чез, handicraft, cosmetic, skin 
care products, security paper 

The most promising and 
widest industrial use is to rein- 
force plastic car parts. I hear a 
large plantation in the Visayas is 
being planned for this purpose. 

‘Also, because of the growing 
global concern over the environ- 
ment, biodegradable natural 
fibers like abaca are preferred 
Over nonbiodegradable plastic 
and other synthetic materials. 
This widens even more the mar- 
ket for abaca fiber. 

Congressman Luis Villafuerte 
(1st district, Camarines Sur) has 
published a coffee table book, 
АВАСА Philippines, (Apples of 
Gold Publishing), wwwaba- 
caphilippines.com. The price of 
P2,500 per copy is money well 
spent. 

Villafuerte traces the stirring 
history of abaca. He explains why 
abaca should recover, if not sur- 
pass, its past glory. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
predicts that che Philippines will 
catapult into the First World by 
2020. This will happen only if 
ме do not forget that the Philip- 
pines is the abaca capital of the 
world, Abaca should be a major 
component of economic plan- 
ning. Let us stick to what we do 
best. 
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INTERNATIONAL CALL CENTER SOLUTIONS 
provider Five9 Inc. and the Mindanao State 
University (MSU) recently signed a memoran- 
дит of agreement to establish call centers in 
Mindanao that will service the Arabic-speaking 
markets in the Middle East. 

Under the agreement signed by MSU 
acting president Ricardo de Leon and Five9 
СЕО Brian Silverman, two 25-seat facili- 
ties will be established in the Islamic city of 
Marawi to train and eventually employ 
Arabic-speaking call center agents in Mus- 
lim Mindanao. 

According to De Leon, the call centers to 
be put up in two of the MSU campuses will 
be the first in the Philippines to cater to the 
huge Middle Eastern market. 

“This is part of the income-generating pro- 
grams designed by the government to beef 
up economic activities in Mindanao, particu- 
Тапу among Filipino Muslims," he said. 

De Leon said the two call centers, with 
combined 50 seats, would provide direct 
job opportunities to university and college 
graduates in Mindanao. 

He said that once fully established, these 
call centers were also expected to train 
thousands of students in contact manage- 


SEN. PIA CAYETANO (right) discusses with Five9 country manager Junie Pama, CEO 
Brian Silverman and VP Gus Laredo the impact of the business process outsourcing 
sector to the jobs generation program of the country. 


Mindanao call centers 
to cater to Arab market 


ment using the Arabic language. 

At present, the BPO sector employs 
125,000 Filipinos. This is expected to in~- 
crease to 2 million by 2010, according to 
the government. 

De Leon said that establishing contact 
centers in Muslim Mindanao would help. 
generate sustainable jobs, reduce unem- 
ployment rate, and eventually bring down 
the poverty level in the region. 

Under the agreement, the MSU will roll 
out the infrastructure while the California- 
based Five9 will provide the technology for 
the call centers. The Commission on Higher 
Education will provide support fund to. 
start the project. 

Five9 is the leading provider of fully 
hosted system that enables companies to- 
build contact centers without huge upfront 
investment. 

"The company is also behind the Virtual 
Contact Center (VCC), а revolutionary 
technology that allows small organizations: 
tostart a call center with minimal capital. 

Five9 targets to establish cottage contact 
center businesses across the country and 
generate up to 90,000 call centers jobs in 
two years. 


Taiwan expected to lift ban 
on RP young coconut exports 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


EXPORTERS OF BUKO OR YOUNG COCONUTS 
to Taiwan may soon reclaim one of their nearest 
markets as Taipei has given its assurance that the. 
ban imposed on the product due to fear of pests 
would be lifted, an industry group said. 

The United Coconut Associations of the 
Philippines cited a report of the Taipei Econom- 
ic and Cultural Office in Manila that the Taiwan. 
government had agreed to lift “in the near fu- 
ture" the ban following the recent meeting of a 
bilateral technical working group, which was 
focused on agricultural and fisheries affairs be- 
tween the Philippines and Taiwan. 

Ucap said the ban on the shipments of young 
coconut had been imposed since 1988 due to 
fear of the pests called cadang-cadang. Caused by 
viroids, cadang-cadang affected coconut planta- 
tions in Masbate, Camarines Sur, Camarines 
Norte, Albay, Catanduanes, Sorsogon, Quezon, 
Western and Northem Samar, and Biliran. 

While Philippine authorities insisted that 
the disease was not harmful to humans and 


animals, Taipei had considered it a host pest 
that must be subjected to its sanitary and phy- 
tosanitary (SPS) requirements. 

Such fears have prompted other markets, such 
аз the Middle East, to also ban incoming ship- 
ments of young coconuts from the Philippines. 

According to the Manila Economic and Cul- 
tural Office, the government has been asking 
"Taipei to lift the total ban on all Philippine co- 
conut products that has been in effect since 
1999 and to consider certifying imports on a 
per shipment basis instead. 

Meco said exporters could eam some $3 
million or about P150 million yearly ifthe ex- 
port of coconut to Taiwan resumed. 

For its part, Taiwan has been evaluating 
Philippine SPS measures as early as 2001, 
‘when the government had submitted data on 
the extent of the cadang-cadang problem in 
the country upon Taipei's request. 

In 2003, the Philippine Coconut Authority 
adopted protocols to control the spread of 
cadang-cadang, data on which were also sub- 
mitted to Taiwan for evaluation 


ERC exec seeks end to ‘smear drive’ 


ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION (ERC) 
member Jesus Alcordo recently called on to the 
people behind the smear campaign against him 
to stop dragging him and the ERC to the issues. 
on the Masinloc power plant privatization. 
Alcordo said he had already received “high- 
ly credible information" on who the perpetra- 
tors of the smear drive were and their possible 
motives.” 1 hope these people know that they 
аге destroying other people's lives,” he said. 
Alcordo made the call іп the wake of efforts 
to link him and the ERC to the ongoing privati- 
zation of the National Power Corp.'s 800- 


‘megawatt Masinloc power plant. YNN Holdings 
submitted the highest bid in the auction. ERC 
Chair Rodolfo Albano earlier said the ERC had 
nothing to do with the Masinloc sale 

“The deal concerning the plant, he said, was un- 
der the supervision of the Power Sector Assets and 
Liabilities Management Corp. (PSALM). 

Alcordo earlier denied any link with the YNN 
group, saying he had divested himself of all inter- 
‘ests in any private corporation as early as 2000. 
He said he had inhibited himself from any delib- 
eration or decision when a party concemed was 
cone he was involved with in the past. 


NTC wants compulsory SIM registration law 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS REGULATORS 
want Congress to pass a law that would 
require buyers of prepaid subscriber in- 
formation module (SIM) cards to register 
their personal details with mobile phone. 
firms. 

If enacted into law, the National 
Telecommunications ^ Commission 
(NTC) hopes that the more stringent 
rules would deter street crimes and pet- 
ty thefts that have targeted mobile 
phone owners in recent years. 

"We are supporting Congress’ initia- 
tives to require the registration of SIM 
cards because [NTC believes] this is one 
very important way of reducing the crime. 
rate,” NTC Deputy Commissioner Jorge 


‘Sarmiento said in a telephone interview. 
1n particular, the official said the regu- 
lator was supporting a bill proposed by 
Sen. Manuel Villar which required mo- 
bile phone stores and dealers to record 
the personal details of SIM card buyers. 
The information is then stored in a 
data bank either with regulators or with 
cellular phone firms, which can then be 
accessed when mobile phone theft and 
other cell phone-related crimes occur, 
"Cell phones have become so ‘com- 
moditized’ that it’s so easy to buy and 
sell them nowadays,” Sarmiento noted, 
explaining the attractiveness of mobile 
phones as a target of crime. 
He pointed to the alarming increase 
in crime statistics showing that victims 
were targeted—and sometimes 


killed—for their mobile phones. 

Sarmiento said a legislation to tight- 
en the cell phone trade—or at least 
those of the SIM cards required to oper- 
ate them—might be the only way to de- 
ter these crimes. 

"We issued a memorandum circular 
їп 2000 requiring the registration of 
SIM cards but that has been the subject. 
ofa TRO (temporary restraining order) 
from the courts," he said. 

Regulators’ move to require prior 
registration of SIM card buyers was ve- 
hemently opposed by mobile phone 
firms for fear that the process would re- 
duce their sales, 

Itis also opposed by civil rights advo- 
cates who fear that the government 
may use the registered information to 


erode the citizens’ right to privacy. 

Last week, operatives of the NTC and 
police officials raided several phone 
dealers in Marikina City as part of a 
campaign against the trade of fenced 
mobile phones. 

“For now, we have a memorandum cir- 
cular [requiring] the registration of these 
establishments,” he said. “But its still not 
very effective because of the sheer num- 
ber of vendors around the country? ^i 

‘The NTC earlier teamed up with the 
Philippine National Police in a bid ‘to 
clamp down on the booming cellular 
phone trade which they believe is en- 
couraging criminality. 

‘The primary target of the campaign 
is to address the illegal sale of lost or 
stolen cell phones as well as text scams, 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS SELECTED. 
three firms—ING, PriceWaterhouse- 
Coopers and Ernst & Young—to vie 
for the contract of financial adviser 
on the privatization of Philippine 
Postal Corp., which authorities are 
hoping to ell this year. 

Crisanta Legaspi, deputy officer of 
the Privatization Management Office, 
told reporters that the three shortlist- 
ed candidates were told to submit 
their bids on or before June 28. 

According to officials, the govem- 
ment has made it a policy to acquire 
the services of financial advisers when 
privatizing major state-owned assets. 

"The financial adviser will determine 
the best way to privatize the govern- 
ments SS-percent share in Philpost,” 
Legaspi said on the sidelines of the con- 
tract signing sealing the sale of the for- 
mer Intemational School property to 
‘Century Properties Inc. last week. 

The government fully owns 


Philpost, but the Postal Service Act of 
1992 mandates it to sell a percentage 
ofits shares. The government was not 
able to privatize the postal service im- 
mediately because of the state-owned 
firm's financial difficulty, which had 
discouraged investors in the past. 

Finance Undersecretary Gabriel 
Singson Jr, who oversees the govern- 
ments privatization initiatives, earlier 
said it was time to sell Philpost after the 
firm managed to get back in the black 

After years of losses, Philpost finally 
registered a net income of P99 million 
їп 2004 as it generated gross revenues 
of P3.67 billion during that year. 

‘Singson said that in the sale of 55 
percent of Philpost, authorities are 
now choosing between holding an 
initial public offering or offering the 
shares through a direct sale. 

He said officials dealing with the 
privatization effort preferred a direct 
sale. The financial adviser will get to 
decide on the mode of privatization. 

‘The Arroyo administration has de- 


cided to sell Philpost, believing that 
the state-owned firm would be better 
off in the hands of the private sector. 

Once sold to a private-sector in- 
vestor, Philpost is expected to get a 
technological boost in an effort to en- 
hance delivery of its services. 

Aside from raising taxes, the gov- 
ernment has identified privatization 
as a way to boost revenues and ad- 
dress its fiscal problem. 

The government originally 
planned to raise P500 million from 
privatization this year. It later on 
raised its goal to P2 billion. 

Philpost, once its sale pushes 
through, will be the second major 
state-owned asset to be privatized 
this year, following the sale of the for- 
mer IS property. 

The former IS property, which the 
‘school donated to the Philippine gov- 
erment, was sold to Century Proper- 
ties for P1.432 billion. The purchase 
price was higher than the govern- 
ment's floor price of P1.186 billion. 


Gov't sees $1B in Malampaya royalties 


From page B7 
in royalties from the project. 

Mafialac said the only cost that the 
Чит would have to ге- 


Bulk of this amount came from the Malam- 
paya proceeds, which reached close to P5.1 


consor- billion in 2005. 


Panalo 


cover each year, after 
the costrecovery peri- | 
od lapses, would be the 
Malampaya projects 
operating expenses 
“But that will no 
longer be substan- 
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cost recovery would 
no longer be taken 
from the proceeds.” 
For PNOC-EC, how- 
ever, Mafalac said this 
would mean lower 
revenues from the 
Malampaya project. 
The state firm last 
year chalked up P6.7 
billion in revenue, a 
49-percent rise from 
2004's P4.5 billion. 
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By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


LITTLE THINGS MEAN ALOT. 

In the case of iodine, a vital mineral needed: 
for brain development, humans need onl 
about 150 micrograms a day to keep the body: 
humming with health, 

The daily requirement is so minute that it 
will not even cover 
a pinhead. And yet, 
as many as four of 
ten Filipinos do not » 
have enough of it, 
according to data 
from the Depart- 
mentof Health. 

They run the risk 
of developing goi- 
ters or enlarged 
thyroid glands. 

For ^ pregnant 
women, iodine de- 
ficiency could lead to reproductive problems. 
‘And there's a big chance that the babies will 
be Бот with underdeveloped brains. 


Fidel salt 
Realizing the extent of the problem, the. 
DOH, then under Secretary Juan V. Flavier, 
embarked on an aggressive campaign in 1992 
to iodize salt and ensure that Filipinos get. 
enough iodine. 

Pacific Farms Inc., the country's largest salt 
producer with salt-making facilities in Boli- 
nao, Pangasinan, answered the call for help 
by fortifying its salt with iodine. 

Pacific Farms came up with its Fidel 
salt—which stands for Fortification for Iron 
Deficiency Elimination—and sold it nation-, 
wide through its marketing arm, Salinas 

s Foods Inc. 

Salinas invest- 

CORPORATE „йг me 

CITIZEN tion campaign to 

Ju alet the con- 

sumers and different government and non- 

government organizations to the need to add 
‘enough iodine to their diet. 

It also invited individuals to sell its Fidel. 
salt and earn extra income. Salinas reports 
that teachers, cooperatives, health workers 
and ordinary housewives now eam extra, 
from selling iodized salt. 

Sold by the can 

Gerard Khong Hun, human resource man- 
ager of Pacific Farms, says that before the pro- 
gram was implemented, only 3 percent of salt 
sold in the market was iodized. 

Jodine, he says, does not occur naturally to. 
salt. It must be added through a process for the’ 
salt to absorb the mineral, requiring additional 
investments on the part of salt manufacturers. 

Khong Hun says that, partly due to the dis- 
tribution of Fidel salt, the volume of iodized, 
salt in the market has increased to as much as 
50 percent, with other salt firms joining the 
cause to sell iodized salt. 

Khong Hun says Pacific Farms took the pro- 
gram a step further by standardizing the quality 
of its iodized salt and embarking on its own cam- 
paign to get the wet markets to sell iodized salt in 
packages, instead of the customary “taka!” sys- 
‘tem where salt is sold by the can. 


Cleaner 

He says selling the зай out in the open defeats > 
the iodization program because the iodine evap- = 
orates under the hot sun, not to mention that the 2 
salt is exposed to dirt and pollution. 

Unfortunately, only 15 percent of iodized 2 
salt is sold in packaged form. The rest is still 2 
sold in the traditional way in wet markets. 

"We are trying to convert the consumers to „ 
buy packaged iodized salt," he says. “Not only * 
is it cleaner, but [consumers] сап be sure ofits - 
quality" 

In the meantime, Salinas continues with it 
information drive and participates in medical 
missions and feeding programs. 

By doing so, Salinas helps fulfil the dream 
to have a new breed of Filipinos who are 
healthier and more intelligent, thanks in part, 
to iodized salt. 
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BUYERS believe that 
grown in the lowlands 


Baguio now a brand 


BAGUIO CITY—THE SUMMER 
capital is now a brand, and gov- 
einment has realized that many 
of the hottest selling products la- 
beled “Baguio” are actually made 
іп other provinces, the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry said 
here last week 

This phenomenon has com- 
pelled nearby Benguet towns to 
improve on their homegrown 
products, like strawberry jams 
and salad vegetables of La 
‘Trinidad and brooms of Sablan, 
to avoid being displaced from 
tieir own niche markets, said 
Maritess Damian, Cordillera di- 
rector of the DTI. 

Brooms made of dried tiger 
grass have always been a fa- 
vorite “pasalubong” (gift) for 
tourists, until a manufacturer in the city government decide to ap- 
Southern Luzon admitted sup- ру a patent for the Baguio name 
plying the city markets with its to eam royalties. Vincent 
own products. Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 

The practice of passing off Bureau 


Moody's says RP banks' 
profits ‘overstated’ 


From page BS 


products as coming from Baguio 
has been going on for some time. 

Manila markets still label sal- 
ad vegetables such as potatoes, 
cabbages, lettuce, carrots and 
beans as Baguio crops, even if 
they actually come from La 
Trinidad 

Farmers from Benguet and Mt. 
Province are encouraged to say 
that their produce comes from 
Baguio to ensure the marketabili- 
ty of the vegetables. 

Buyers believe that vegetables 
from Baguio are better tasting 
than those grown in the low- 
lands. 

Baguio, however, is not eam- 
ing from its name, the DTI sai 

‘Damian said the DTT has no le- 
gal precedence to rely on should 


banks face, the fragmented sector 
could undergo consolidation. 
capital" it added. Healthy mid-sized players eager 

'hé report noted that softcred- „to grow quickly are expected to 
it demand was further making it “look for acquisitions, which in 
difficult for banks to earn their turn would motivate large incum- 
мау out ofthe asset quality prob- Беліз to pursue similar strategies 
lems left over from the 1997 fi- to protect their market posi- 
nancial crisis. tions,” Moody's said. 

But cited as among the — Recently, the Aboitiz group's 
strengths of the local banking sec- Union Bank of the Philippines ac- 
tor were its experienced and pro- quired a dominant stake in Inter- 
fessional management, reason- national Exchange Bank for 
able levels of profitability among about P13.5 billion, a deal that 
major banks and strong balance would create the country’s ninth 
sheet liquidity, including a rela- biggest bank. 
tively high proportion of invest- Тһе merger between the two 
ment in government and corpo- medium-sized lenders would 
rate bonds. boost UBP’s assets to about P168 

"Given the challenges that billion. 


ARE YOU STILL HUNG-UP 
ON PEOPLE PAPER WORK? 


It's time for HRIS. 


As Human Resource practioners, are you spending more 
time and effort finding a way to balance people work and 
paper work? Search no more. 


‘Trust Alliance to provide you the Human Resource 
Information and Payroll System that will take care of the 
paper work so you can focus on taking care of your people. 


Alliance is a Software Business Partner of 
the world's IT leader, IBM. 


‘Trust. Earned, Nurtured, Grown, 
In Alliance, it's all about Trust. 
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J Clark execs ready for Senate 


probe on bidding of Mimosa 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC 
Zone—Officials of Clark Develop- 
ment Corp. said they were ready 
to face the Senate blue ribbon 
committee, which is set to investi- 
gate the alleged irregularities in 
the bidding of Mimosa Leisure Es- 
tate. 

“We have a clear conscience. We 
followed the principles of fairness, 
accountability and transparency 
Everything was aboveboard," An- 
tonio Ng, CDC president, told re- 
porters shortly after meeting lead- 
ers of Metro Clark Advisory Coun- 
cil (MCAC) last week. 

CDC Director Benigno Ricafort 
said he and the members of the 
bids and awards committee, led 
by CDC vice president for finance 


Bid process was transparent, 
above board, CDC's Ng says 


Noel Manankil, would "do their 
best" to convince senators that 
government rules in bidding pro- 
cedures were "strictly followed." 

Ng defended the result of the 
bidding, saying it was "advanta- 
geous to the government." 

Manankil said the winning bid- 
des, NTM Jin Hung Joint Venture, 
placed a bid security amounting 
to P26 million, which is held in 
cash by CDC. 

The firm committed P1.42 bil- 
lion, more than thrice the re- 
quired investment commitment 
of P380 million. 

The joint venture also agreed 
to settle the balance of the total 


dragon Leisure 


rentals. 


bid price of P1.65 billion on the 
third month, Manankil said. 

‘The terms of reference includ- 
ed settling the arrears of Mon- 
and Resorts 
Corp., which used to lease the 
210-hectare estate until the gov- 
ernment got back the estate in 
December 1998 due to unpaid 


The winning bidder agreed to 
pay Р500 million to the СОС, and 
P150 million to the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue and Philippine 
‘Amusement and Gaming Corp. 

It also agreed to pay P1 billion 
to four banks from which the ML- 
RC owes a total of P2 billion in 


loans and interest. The United 
Coconut Planters Bank, 
Metrobank, Bank of the Philip- 
pine Islands and Land Bank of the 
Philippines agreed to waive half 
ofthe amount. 

Jose Lucban, CDC legal officer, 
said there was no failure of bid- 
ding in the recent privatization 
program because one of the two 
final eligible bidders was disqual- 
ified due to late submission of bid 
documents. 

At the MCAC meeting, Angeles 
City Mayor Carmelo Lazatin and 
Mabalacat Mayor — Marino 
Morales admitted that the losing 
bidder, Avenue Asia, approached 
them for help. 

Lucban told the mayors that 
Avenue Asia pulled out its bid 
documents instead of filing a mo- 
tion for reconsideration. 


Iloilo to be developed as new technology hub 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—ILOILO HAS THE MAKINGS 
of a potential information and communica- 
tions technology (ICT) hub, similar to Manila 
and Cebu. 

Dondi Mapa, commissioner of the Commis- 
ion on Information and Communications 
Technology, said the boom in ICT services was 
“crowding” the leading centers Manila and 
Cebu, opening opportunities for other areas 
like the cities of Iloilo, Bacolod, Dumaguete, 
Baguio and Sta. Rosa town in Laguna. 

The five areas are considered the next ICT 
hubs. 

Mapa said Пойо has built-in advantages 
like the presence of many schools and univer- 


GROWING 
I.T. IN A MESS? 


* Reducing complexity 

+ Simpltying server management 

< Improving productivity and collaboration 
+ Ensuring security and resiliency 


Don't miss out - contest ends 14 July 2006. 


sities, which could readily supply an English- 
proficient workforce for call centers. 

Investments in ICT will provide employ- 
ment opportunities in these areas, said Mapa. 

He projected that there would be 28,000 
workers employed in cyber services in Iloilo 
by 2010, which should nearly double to 
50,000 by 2012. 

This would follow the nationwide trend of 
around a million workers employed in ICT ser- 
vices by 2010 from the current 160,000. The 
number would double to two million by 2012. 

“The workplace of the new Filipino is in cy- 
berspace," Mapa said in speech at the launch. 
ing of the Tloilo Foundation for Information 
Technology (I FIT) last week. 

‘But Mapa said these areas should boost the 
training of their workforce by “revitalizing” 
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Get up to US$50,000 worth of free LT. solutions that fit your business, so you can 
take back control. Whatever the size of your business, IBM has products and services 
that can help you streamline your L-T. Infrastructure and lower costs by: 


a chance to win up to USS50.000 worth of LT. solutions for your company, plus 
a brand new ThinkPad" for yourself as well, simply tell us your greatest I.T. challenge 


For more байв on how you can win an LT. bundle worth up to US$50,000, 
call 1800 1888 1426 or vist Ibm. com/ph/makeover 


The IBM Makeover Challenge Is brought to you In association with intel” 


Terms amd cons gly Pace шы и i campane с та М за fas and ado, 
би а pe Clap ze toca tence эдели а esr esses Cargo Ва Und Soa эм othar orn, Cer, Cat wi, Curtio Ces, el p бан, 
a кен. ы Speeds. тш шл Reno, trn a Fema Pte ch. Du 

estu hts Son eur hor mfg pees aces Lama Оре compe rn SWE AMI Sa 


‘enon pa їн ор oat Sss 


the teaching profession to upgrade the stan- 
dards of education. 

He also urged the academe to spearhead 
programs on English proficiency. 

He said students here should be better at 
English than many of those in Manila who 
tend to mix Tagalog and English words in 
their sentences. 

“English (proficiency) is the key to cy- 
berspace,” he said. 

Mapa said educational institutions and 
programs should also produce more gradu- 
ates on human resource management be- 
cause their services would be more in demand 
in the coming years. 

He said the demand for human resource 
management students would reach 45,000 in 
2010 from the present 18,000. 
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SEATTLE—MICROSOFT CORP 
picked two well-respected techni- 
cal minds to fill the void from 
founder Bill Gates’ pending de- 
parture in two years, but it also 
identified a next tier of leaders 
charged with reinventing the 
software giant to compete 
against younger, agile rivals. 

Grabbing headlines in Thurs- 
day's announcements were Ray 
Ozzie, 50, who assumes the com- 
panys top technical mantle as 
chief software architect, and 
Craig Mundie, 56, who takes over 
some of Gates’ role as long-term 
visionary. 

But Microsoft also tapped a 
next tier of technical talent in J. 
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Allard, Steven Sinofsky and Bob 
Muglia—executives in their 30s 
and 405—0 play a larger role in 
shaping the company's future 
business and technology strategy. 

Analysts said all three have 
won the respect of Microsoft's 
rank-and-file programmers with 
deep technical knowledge and an 
understanding that technology 
improvements cannot come at 
the expense of delays to new 
products, a problem that has 
plagued the company's mainstay 
Windows division. 

Ап ability to ship new products 
in a timely manner seems all the 
more important in light of investor 


been outmaneuvered by aggres- 
sive and more agile competitors 
like Google Inc. and Yahoo Inc. 

The decision by Gates to step 
back from Microsoft in two years 
follows longtime Windows guru 
Jim Alichin's plan to retire after 
Windows Vista ships in 2007, rep- 
resenting a changing of the guard 
at the Redmond, Washington- 
based company. 

“The world has had a tendency 
to focus adisproportionate amount 
of attention on me. In reality, Mi- 
crosoft has always had an unbe- 
lievable strong depth and breadth 
of technical talent," Gates said at a 
news conference on Thursday. 
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a5 the head of product develop- 
ment for the Microsoft Office 
business software team, gaining a 
reputation as a tough taskmaster 
with an ability to meet targeted 
release dates. 

Earlier this year, he took on the 
role of leading the team of devel- 
pers creating the next version of 
Windows after Vista. 

Sinofskys responsibilities in- 
clude integrating the operating 
system with a set of Windows 
Live Web-based services. 

Allard, 37, gained prominence 
with a note he sent to Microsoft 
leaders about the looming impor- 
tance of the Internet, which be- 


Software giant Microsoft eyes new leaders for post-Gates era | 


change f strategy to embrace thé 
Internet inthe mid-1990s. — 

‘An avid video game player, Al 
lard now oversees the engineer? 
ing and design of the Xbox game 
console. He pushed Microsoft in? 
to online gaming well before ri: 
vals Sony Corp. and Nintendo Со; 
Ltd. 


Muglia, 46, has the longest 
track record of the three at Mi: 
crosoft, having joined the compa: 
nyin 1988. 

Аз the senior vice president of 
Microsoft's server and tools busi 
ness, Muglia needs to keep outs 
side developers happy with itg 
tools and technology profession- 


perceptions that Microsoft has 


Sinofsky, 40, earned his stripes 


NEW YORK—THE LATEST SLIP-UP 
by Europe's Airbus—whose giant 
АЗВО jet is now more than a year 
late and mid-sized A350 set for a to- 
tal redesign—appears to hand US 
rival Boeing Co. a golden opportu- 
nity to take back domination of the 
commercial jet market. 

But the US plane maker, which has 
trailed Airbus in orders for the last 
five years, faces a tough schedule of 
its own as it aims to put its hot selling 
787 Dreamliner into service by 2008, 
and may not be able to ramp up pro- 
duction quick enough to take advan- 
tage of Airbus’ missteps. 

“Boeing has huge challenges in 
front of it, nothing has changed there,” 
said Richard Aboulafia, an analyst at 
aerospace consultants Teal Group. "Ies 
high-risk, high pay-off there's no get- 
ting around that equation.” 

Boeing is literally creating a new 
mold for jetliners with the 787, 
whose fuselage is primarily made of 
carbon composite materials baked 
into shape, while it is outsourcing 
production more than ever. 

The plane—which promises fuel 
savings for airlines and chic, roomy 
cabins for passengers—has crushed 
Airbus’ rival A350 in sales since its 
launch two years ago. 

But media reports of 787 produc- 
tion problems, and memories of 
Boeing's disastrous attempt to ramp 
up production during the last peak 
in orders in the late-19905, hang 
over the company. 

"The biggest risk is if (the 787) just 
doesn't deliver as advertised, or ends 
up costing more to build than the 
price it was sold at,” said Aboulafia. 


Pressure on Doe as Airbus falters 


AIRBUS toid clients last week that deliveries ofits A380 would be delayed 
by six to seven months because of a production problem. т 


James McNerney, its new chief 
executive—the third in as many 
years—is also still learning the 
торез after less than a year at the 
helm. 

Even so, investors are backing 
Boeing. 

Its stock has risen 11 percent 
since Airbus announced a new six- 
month delay to its A380 double- 
decker superjumbo late on Tuesday. 
Boeing shares are now trading just 
below their all-time high hit in May. 

Industry-watchers say Boeing has 
got the market right—with its 787 
outselling Airbus’ A350 almost four 
to one—which will help overcome 
production hiccups and the chal- 
lenges of expanding production 

‘The view on Wall Street is that 
Boeing will spend as much as it 
takes to get the 787 out on schedule 
to avoid Airbus-like setbacks. 

There is hope that Boeing will 


manage а ramp-up in production 
better than it did last time it had a 
surge in orders, in the late 1990s, 
when it fouled up processes at its 
‘own plant, and fell out with suppli- 
ers over prices. 

This time around, Boeing has 
spent time lining up a team of sup- 
pliers which are building about 60 
percent of the plane’s structure, so а 
ramp-up in 787 production should 
not overly stress Boeing. 

With demand for the 787 holding 
steady, Boeing has said it is consid- 
ering opening a second production 
line for the plane, which is set to 
have its first flight next spring and 
enter service in 2008. 

With Airbus dithering about what 
to do with its rival A350—which is 
not likely to enter service before 
2012—Boeing could have a valu- 
able window to trounce its competi- 
tion, said Aboulafia. Reuters 


came the basis for the company’s 


als using its servers. Reuters 


Doha failure a blow : 
to economy, IMF says 


Bilateral trade deals no substitute-Rato 


WASHINGTON—INTERNATIONAL MONE- 
tary Fund chief Rodrigo Rato said on Friday fail- 
"ure to reach agreement on the so-called Doha 
round of world trade talks would be very dam- 
aging globally and more complex webs of bilat- 
eral trade deals would be no substitute. 

n a speech delivered earlier in Wellington, 
New Zealand, the IMF managing director said 
increased trade, bolstered by multilateral 
agreements, has been a cornerstone of growth 
inthe global economy for many years. 

“But time is running out on the next stage 
of multilateral trade reform, the Doha Round. 
Failure would be very damaging,” Rato said in 
a statement. 

“I would urge all parties to look beyond 
marrow defensive interests and demonstrate 
their willingness to negotiate a substantive 
agreement in the time that remains." 

The so-called Doha Development Round of 
World Trade Organization talks was launched 
in 2001 to boost the world economy and lift 
millions out of poverty by lowering trade bar- 
riers. 

But talks have repeatedly run aground as 
rich and poor countries quarrel over who 
should cut trade barriers first and to what ex- 
tent. 

‘Agriculture has been a key sticking point. 

‘Teams of officials from the 149 WTO mem- 
ber countries are struggling to reach a deal by 
the end of this month on how to cut tariffs and 
subsidies in both agriculture and manufactur- 
ing in the hope of keeping a broader pact on 
track. 

Rato bemoaned a growing disillusionment 


IMF MANAGING director Ре Како ете 


with the multilateral process and said he was 
concerned about the extent to which coun- 
tries were now turning to bilateral and re- 
gional trade deals instead 

“These agreements can certainly be useful, 
especially if they are combined with signifi- 
cant non-discriminatory liberalization and if 
they contain transparent, simple and liberal 
rules of origin,” Rato said. 

“But they can also be a distraction, result in 
trade diversion, and can be confusing to ex- 
porters.” 

Rato cited what has been called the “Asian 
noodle bowl" —which contains many compet- 
ing and overlapping agreements—as an ex- 
ample of such a web of agreements whose net 
effects on global and even regional trade are 
“uncertain.” 

“The answer is not necessarily to forego all 
bilateral agreements, but to ensure that these 
are well-designed and that they are comple- 
mented by the further liberalization of trade 
with all partners," he said. Reuters 


Wall St. digs in for long summer 


Marketing Institute of the Philippines 
The education and training arm of the 


PHILIPPINE MARKETING 
ASSOCIATION 


presents a seminar on 


THE MARKETING A to Z 


June 30, 2006; 8:00AM — 6:00 РМ 
Dusit Hotel Nikko, Makati 


This seminar helps clear the confusion and 
jumble in marketing. Thus, it aims to give 
marketing executives the essential concepts and 
tools needed to design exceptional marketing 
programs and effectively function as marketing 
practitioners. 


Target Participants. 

This seminar is specifically designed for those 
who may already be doing a marketing 
management function but whose academic 
preparation is not markoting. They can be 
entrepreneurs, front line, mid-and upper-level 
managers in brand management, sales, customer 
relations, advertising, promotions, media and 
public relations. 


Seminar Objectives 

At the end of this seminar on Marketing A to Z, 
Participants will know the key marketing 
concepts like the macro and micro of marketing, 
4P's (product, place, price and promotion), 
consumer behavior and target marketing. 


‘Methodology 
Lectures, exercises, and in-class application 
projects relato specifically to the workplace; 
hence, participants can immediately apply new 
concepts and skills. Resource speakors aro 
multi-awarded marketing practitioners who will 
share thelr experiences and insights about the 
Basics of Marketing. 


SEMINAR PROGRAM 
June 30, 2006 (Friday) 
Registration – 8:00AM — 8:30AM 


Introductory Session — 8:30AM - 9:00AM 

Basic Business and Marketing Concepts 

Session Chair; DR. MARIVIC M. AC-AC 
Professor, San Boda College 


Session 1 — 9:00АМ — 10:00AM 
The Enigma of Marketing Mix In Today's Business 
Environment: Hit or Miss! 
Spoaker: DR. LEONARDO R. GARCIA, JR. 
Full Professor, Marketing Dept. 
De La Salle University-Manila 


Session 2 - 10:00AM – 11:00AM 
Consumer Analysis: Ив Effect to Business Strategy 
‘Speaker: MR. RICKY DE VERA 

President 

Pinpoint Direct Marketing 


Session 3 — 11:00AM - 12:00Noon 
Market Segmentation, Targeting and Positioning: 
Crucial Effect to Business Strategy 
Speaker: MR. BIENVENIDO POLICARPIO* 
President 
Prudentialife Market Resource Corp. 


12:00№ооп ~ 1:00РМ- U N C H 

Session 4 — 1:00PM — 2:00PM 

Connecting with your Consumers through Effective 

Communication 

Speaker: MR. RAMON 'Bong" OSORIO 
President, Campaign Advocacy 


Session 5 – 2:00PM — 3:00PM 
‘Mapping the Winning Strategies for Tougher Times 
Speaker: DR. MARIVIC M. AC-AC 

Professor, San Beda College 


3:00PM ~ 4:00PM -Workshop 


4:00PM 6:00PM -Presentation of Casos/Summation 
"speaker to be confirmed 


Registration Foes: 


PMA Member - 
Non-PMA Member ~ 


Php 5,500.00 
Php 6,500.00 


For inquiries please call tho Philippine Marketing 
Association Secrotariat at tel. No/s: 636-1451; 
634-5722; 634-4890 look for Ms. Lydia Marinas or 
- mall:marinaslydlaQ yahoo.com; 
philmarkotina@pldtds!,not 


NEW YORK—THE US STOCK MARKET 
FOUND some stability over the past week as in- 
vestors put aside fears of an economic slow- 
down and higher interest rates, but analysts say 
Wall Street may be in for a long, hot summer. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average gained 
1.12 percent over the week to Friday to end at 
11,014.55 while the tech-heavy Nasdaq com- 
posite lost 0.24 percent to 2,129.95. 

The broad-market Standard and Poor's 500 
gave back 0.06 percent to 1,251.54. 

The main indexes stabilized following the 
worst week of the year on Wall Street, but an- 
alysts say the market is not out of the woods 
yet. 

"Given the scope of the market's decline in 
recent weeks and the short-term technical de- 
terioration in many areas as a result, I would 
expect stocks to engage in a sawtoothed trad- 
ing pattern that reflects skittish psychology 
and resulting high reactivity to daily news 
stories,” said Eugene Peroni, managing di 
tor of equity research at Claymore Securities. 

“The inflation scare is exacerbated to some 
degree by the fact that Fed chairman Ben 
Bernanke is as yet an unknown entity. Wall 
Street is still striving to understand his verbal 
and body signal 

Analysts say the market is worried that 
Bernanke, to establish his credentials as an in- 
fiation fighter, may lift rates so high that it 
chills the economy or even provokes a reces- 
sion. 

The Fed is expected to raise rates by a quar- 
ter point for the 17th time, to bring the feder- 
al funds rate 5.25 percent by June 29. After 
that the picture is unclear. 

Ethan Harris, chief US economist at 
Lehman Brothers, said Bernanke inherited a 

ation where inflation was rising even as 
the US economy was starting to cool, raising 
fears of “stagflation.” 

“This mild version of stagflation creates 
tough choices for the Fed, but the net effect is 
to add to the pressure for rate hikes,” Harris 
said. 

"To some degree the Fed is intentionally 
‘overshooting’ in an attempt to ensure below- 
trend (economic) growth and resist inflation. 
There is also a risk of unintentional over- 
shooting. Business expansions generally do 
not die of old age but are killed by a combina- 
tion of an inflation fighting Fed and an un- 
foreseen second shock. We put the odds of a 
recession in 2007 at about 20 percent.” 

"In sum, the Fed faces a Hobson's choice,” 
said David Kotok, chairman and chief invest- 
ment officer at Cumberland Advisors. 

“Raise rates to keep inflation from getting 
too hot and risk a slowdown in the economy. 
Ог don’t raise rates and risk inflation getting 


ANALYSTS say Wall St. is not yet out of the ; 
woods despite а recovery last week. ^" 


too hot. We worry that the Fed will fail to walk 
the fine middle lin 

"Either way this promises to be a rocky 
summer with a slowing economy, housing 
downturn, high and persistently pressured 
energy prices and increased global uncertain- 
ty about energy supply,” Kotok added. 

In the coming week, the market will see on- 
ly а handful of economic indications includ- 
ing housing starts and durable goods orders, 
More significant will be the June 29 decision 
оп rates by the Federal Reserve, and the sub» 
sequent second-quarter earnings season. 

Claymore's Peroni said he is optimistic the 
market will rebound, but cautioned investors 
tobe patient. 

"Investors will probably await the Fed's де, 
cision and policy statement near months end 
and try to get a better handle on the earnings 
picture for the second quarter," he said. 

"This puts the timeline for a possible sums 
mer rally sometime after the July 4 holiday.” 
The bond market retreated, Yields on the 10; 
year Treasury bond rose to 5.128 percent 
from 4.981 percent a week earlier and the 30- 
year bond yielded 5.172 percent from 5.033 
percent. Bond yields and prices move in oppo 
site directions. AFP 
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INYOUNG-PHILIPPINES, INC. 
based in Subic Bay is in urgent need of high calibre 
individuals to join our team. 


PRODUCTION PROJECT MANAGER 


Graduate of Civil Engineering course; 

Familiar on Steel Plate Product engineering analysis; 
Must have related work experience in Steel Plate 
Production; 

Responsible in the implementation of the related project; 
‘Atleast five (5) years related work experience in 
Engineering management specifically in plant production; 
Excellent communication skills 


PRODUCTION TECHNICAL MANAGER 


Graduate of Mechanical Engineering course; 

Excellent Computer application operation; 

Familiar on Steel Plate Product engineering analysis; 
At least five (5) years related work experience in Eng'g 
management; 

Must have related work experience in Steel Plate 
Production; 

Must have related work experience in material planning; 
Prepares technical drawing and specification specifically 
steel manufacturing and fabrication; 

Excellent communication skills 


+ ee + v 


ADMINISTRATION MANAGER 


Graduate of any business related course preferably with 
masters in Business Administration; 

Must have related work experience in Admin Management; 
Atleast eight (8) years related work experience in 
‘Administration management; 

Excellent communication skills 


Interested applicants may directly apply and/or submit their 
resumé to the address indicated below: 


INYOUNG-PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Human Resources Department 
Portion of Block 11 and 15 SRF Compound, 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Zambales 
Telephone No. (047) 252-5375-77; Facsimile: (047) 252-5379 


GOUDIE ASSOCIATES 


INTERIORS * ARCHITECTURE * MANAGEMENT 


FOR IMMEDJATE_HIRING 
TENA 3 


оре. ; 


QUALIFICATIONS 


3-5 years work experience 

Good communication skills 

Fluent in English 

Capable of working with tight deadlines 


Please send your resume and contact details to 
10F 88 Corporate Center 
141 Valero St. Salcedo Vilage 
Makati City 


By e-mail: ga-mnl@goudieassociates.com 
(please tt your Пе о 10048) 


‘Academie Publications 
is in need of the following: 


Independent Book Dealers 
To distribute educational materials to both elementary and secondary 
‘schools 
* Educators/Teachers may apply 
Writers 
+ Томе бога publication for teachers 
e Towrite for children's book in the elementary level. 
e History and education backgrounds are a plus 
Subject Specialists 
eTo develop creative programs for teaching In the following 
elementary level subjects: History, Music, Arts, P.E. and Filipino 
For more information, please call: 
(02) 541-9754 


(043) 757-2764, (043) 757-3691, (043) 756-0286 
(Look for Angelo or Glennford) 


Suyo, Dingras, locos Norte, PHILIPPINES 2913 
Tal. Nos. (077) 784-75-46 & 47; 784-71-26 
Fax. No. (077) 784-71-25 


INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND FOR BIDS 


The llocos Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc. (INEC) invites qualified 
bidders for the long term supply of the INEC's power requirements. 
‘commencing in the year 2010. 
Interested parties shall submit their company profile, duly notarized 
authorized representative and primary contact person to: 

‘THE GENERAL MANAGER 

locos Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Suyo, Dingras, Ilocos Norte 
Starting on June 28, 2006 until July 21, 2006. 
Only those qualified by the PBAC shall be invited to BID. 


(CN ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 


(599) ROMILLAS C. PASCUAL 
General Manager 
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Ce Republic of the Piipines 
PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 
E Cate Co, 70 зми бедени. Pg Cy 
Таши: ә mph gigi 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
No. 2006-0129 
BIDDING FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF МЕ-5 
REMITTANCE FORMS FOR THE EMPLOYED SECTOR 
The Philippine Heath Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth), trough e Corporal 
Operating Budge (СОВ) 2006 intends ю apply he sum of Pho 241250000 beng 
the Approved Budget lor he Conrect (ABC) 1o payments under the contrac forthe 
Procurement of ME-5 Remittance Forms forthe Employed Secr. Bids received in 
‘excess ofthe ABC shall be automaticaly rejected at Bid opening. 
PhilHealth now invites Bids lom eligible Bidders for ће said procurement wih the 
folowing spacifcatons: 
Jeme : 
шам =: 


МЕ-5 Remittance Forms for he Employed Sector 
50,000 pads (10,000,000 sheets) 

(50 sats per pad @ 4 copies per set) 
Width : 7.75 inches 

Length : 5inches 

“Quality” Colored Carbon-ess Paper 
impression must be dear up tothe last ply 
at Ply — White Carbon-less paper 

Znd Ру - Yellow Carbonless paper 

‘31d Ру - Green Carbon-ess paper. 

иһ Piy — Pink Carbon-ess paper 
‘Wrapping Paper Cover 
Chipboard Back Cover + 

Оба Printing / Red Gum Padded 
Back lo back printing on al copies 
Pre-numbered (9 digits) 

AI Numeric (Crash Numbering) 

50,000 pads 

50 pads per comugated box 

Serial numbers must be posted on wo (2) opposite sides. 
of the box 


ЧЕЗ 


CLASSIFIEDS . . ... . 


Ses | Series Nos. From-To) Deivery Date 


3800 | 213257501 -214137500__| 15 days aher ection 1o proceed 


16000 | 21137501 -214837500 | 15 days are и calvey 


1600 | 214837501 -215737500 | 15 daya ere second caver 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competiive bidding procedures using non- 
decretonary passa crteria as spected in the “implementing Rules and Regulations 
Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184, otherwise known as the "Goverment 
Procurement Rom Act and is reticted to Filipino Ciizens/Scle Propitorships, 
organizations wih at least sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock 
belonging о citizens of ha Philippines, and to ciens or organizations of a county 
е laws or regulations of which grant іта rights or privieges to Filipino Citizens, 
pursuant to Republic Act 5183 and subject to Commonwealth Act 138. Only Bids 
from Bidders who pass the арыу check wil be opened. The bidder wih the Lowest 
Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the pos-qualficaton stage in order to finaly 
determine responsiveness о! зө bid to the technical and financial requirements. The 
contrat shall then be awarded tothe Lowest Calculated Responsive Bidder (LCR) 
who would be determined as such afier the pos-qualficaton procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain futher information rom the Office of the Secretariat 
tor the Bids and Awards Committees (OSBAC) in the Central Otce of Рпанеаіт, 
Room 1107 110 oor Ctyetate Centre, 709 Shaw Bhd., Pasig Сау, and inspect the 
Bidding Documents from 8:30 am. to 4:00 p.m. 


A complete set of Bidding Documents should be purchased by interested Bidders 
from June 12-29, 2006 a the address below and upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee In the amount of P3,000.00 cash. The prospective Bidder or his authorized 
representative shall receve the Bidding Documents personaly. 


PhiHealth wil hold а Pre-Bid Conference open o al interested parties on June 30, 
£2006 at 10:20 am. at the OSBAC Conference Room (Rm. 1108), PhiHealih Central 
Otice, 11th floor Ctystate Cente, 709 Shaw Bie, Pasig City. 


Bids and elgibityrequrements must be delivered to he OSBAC Conference Room 
оп or before July 14, 2006, 10:30 am. The oficial ime shall Бе based on the wall 
Clock located at the OSBAC Conference Room. Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on July 14, 2006, 10:30 2m. at the OSBAC Conference 
Room. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatves who 
choose to attend. 


CY 2004 to CY 2005 is the relevant period for contracts which will be required to be 
submitted by PhilHealth. 


PhiHealth reserves ha right to accep or reject any Bid, to annu the bidding process, 
andio reject al Bids at any ime prior o contract award, wihout thereby тпл any 
Пару the aflected Bidder or Bidders. 


Offce of the Secretariat ог the Bids and Awards Commitiess in the Central Office 
MR. JOSEPH О. VERGARA 

Вт. 107, 11th Floor Ctystate Centre, 709 Shaw Bid, Pasig Cty 

Tel (02) 627-9999 locals 1128, 1190 and 1830 

e-mail add: osbac@phihealih.govph 

Facsimile No. 637-4735 

wara phihealih.govph 


(500) ATTY. VALENTIN C. GUANIO 
Chairperson, Bids and Awards Committee for Goods and Services 


(OL one 1241, 206) 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Justice 
Bureau of Corrections 

Davao Prison and Penal Farm 

Davao del Norte 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Davao Prison and Penal Farm, tough is Bis and Awards Commitee (BAC), 
Ines prospective bers о apply or egodey ала to bid for the hereunder project: 
Fond Calerng Services 
Davao Ргвоп and Penal Farm, B.E. Dual. Davao del Note 
Food catanng io 4.038 inmates conned inthe Davao Prison. 
and Peral Farm pus 10% projected increase in inmates 
population 603 inmates) dusing te period ora total o! 4,441 
Блаво 
3258576000 
(4441 inmates x 184 days x Ра 00ldy por inmate 
84 days (sx (8) months) upon approval ol he Memorandum 
of Agreement 


Contact Duraton 


(Opening of Bids & Evaluaton July 4, 2006, 130pm. 
‘Onwards 


‘id documents may be obtained al he BAC Secretariat, DPPF, Davao del Norte oniy o 
prospective 00872 upon payment ol a non-elundable amount of Two Thousand Five 
Hundred Pesos (P2500 09) ю he DPF Савм. 
The DPPF reserves ће ight 1o reject any or tà bs, waive any delects or Informalty 
therein without assuming any obbgabon whatsoever, or 10 accept proposal most 
advantageous fo Ina government and assumes no responsibly to compensate or. 
indamay lo ary expenses incurred n he preparation of he bd. 

(God) ENGR. RUFINO A. MARTIN — (Sgd)GERARDOT. PADILLA 

Crasman BAC ‘Chasman TWG 

Approved: 


(Sgá) CATALINO A. MALINAO 
Рола Sogoretendent I 


visit us at: www.jobmarketonline.com 


Б] 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 


J.P. Laurel Ave., Davao City 
Tel. # 221-9400 


In to ly for EI ility and to Bi 


The Davao Слу Water Distt, with the Approved Budget for 2006 intende to 
‘spp the sum (soe schodule under 2)being he Approved Budgal or тө Contract 
(ABC) to payments undar contracts as sad below. Bids rocolvod In excess ol 
{he АВС shall Бо automatically rejected at bid opening. 


The Davao City Water District now invitos Bids trom eligible Bidders for tho 
following: 


DESCRIPTION ‘Approved [aid Securty [costera 
Budget tor |биталао) | Document 


she Contact 


‘VARIOUS BRASS FITTINGS 
еаоона) 


Ipasmomoo | г5люо | 20000 


Tues Corpus ded Osan 
раза 
pr 
Marval or Guide 
(REBIOONG) 


металла hoa Drie 
Genera System 
(ESOS) 


Uses rine 
REBOONG) 


32UNTS-STANLESS STER 
WATER STORAGE TANK. 
REBICONGI 


"SUNTS VERATORY 
(REBIOONG) 


Bidding wil be conducted through open compete bidding procedures using 
non-dscretonary равеЛәй criera ав spected in the Implementing Aules and 
Reguatons Part A (IRP-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), ofhorwise known 
as the “Government Procurement Rolorm Acl" and is restricted 10 Filipina 
izens/solo propristorships. organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) 
Interest or oustanding сарів! stock belowing to citizens ol Ihe Phitppines, and 
to cltzens or organizations о! а county the laws or regulations of which grant 
‘mila gs or privileges o Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (RA 
5183) and subject to Commonwealth Ас! 138 (C.A. 138). Only Bids пот Bidders 
‘who pass tne обрыву check wil be opened. The process lor Ihe оцу check 
is deseribad in Section I ol the Bidding Documents, ITB. Tho bidder win tha 
Lowest Calculated Bi (LCB) һай advance o he post-qualilcation stage inorder 
to finally determino responsiveness of the bid to technical and financial 


"ho postqualiicaton procedure. 
Interested Blddore may obtain further information trom Davao City Water District 
‘and inspect ihe Bidding Documents at the address given below from 8:00 a.m 
pto 5:00pm. 

А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
trom the address below end upon payment o non-retundabie fe in the amount 
{stated n tem no. 2). The method ol payment wii be on Cash Basis. The Bidding 
Documents shali be received personaly by the prospective Bidder or his 
authorized representativa, 

The Davao Cily Water District wil hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all 
Interested partos on July 10, 2005 at 9:00 o'clock A.M. at DCWD BAC-A 
Secretariat Office, J.P. Laurel Ava., Bajada, Davao City. 


. Bias and одын requirements must be delivered tothe address below on or 
before the bldding scheduled time and date at 3:00 o'clock A.M. AV Bids must 
Бе accompanied by a Bid Security in the от ol Cash or Manager's check n 
the amount (stated in йет no. 2) Lato Bids shall not be accepted. 

Bid oporing shail bo at ө DCWD BAC-A Secretariat Office, J.P. Laure! Ave., 
Bajada, Davao City on the folowing schedule: 


PACKAGE No. 
1243 
4.586 


BIDDING SCHEDULE, TIME & DATE 
JULY д4, 2006 @ 8.00 AM. 
JULY 24,2006 @ 200 PM. 


воз wil be opened in the presence of tne Bidders representatives wno choose 
to anona at the agaras below. 


The Davao Ciy Water District resorves the right o accopt or reject any Bid, to 
annui the bing process and 1o reject al Bids at any tine prior 1o contract award, 
“атом thereby incur any деру fo the atactad Blader or Bidders, 


Davao City Water District 
ВАСА 

ЭР. Laurel Avo., Bajada Davao Ciy 

Tot No. 221-9400 (8000) 

Ела аа : dowdGdavao-watergovph 
Fax No. 224-5392 

Website ^ www.davao-water.govh 


(893. VIRGINIA S. MARIMON 
'BAC-A Chairperson. 


Republic о! the Philippines 
NEGROS STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
‘Kabankalan City, Negros Occidental 
Cell Phone Nos. 082062387 18/09173015565 


3 Fax No. clo OfficeCom-Kabankalan. (034) 471-3425 


THE SEARCH COMMITTEE FÜR THE NEGROS STATE 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE (NSCA) PRESIDENCY 


Announces the opening o! he 
SEARCH FOR NSCA PRESIDENCY 
Minimum Qualifications: 
А holder of a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)/Doctor of 
Education (Ed.D) or any eamed doctoral degree in 
related academic fields; 
Must have five years relevant managerial and 
administrative experience; 
Must be a natural born Filipino citizen with proven 
integrity and not convicted with any administrative 
and/or criminal cases; and 
4. Preferably not more than sixty (60) years old: 
Applicants are requested to submit the following 
requirements: 
Letter of Application; 
Comprehensive Resumé 
authenticated documents; 
Vision and Mission for the Negros State College of 
Agriculture; 
Birth Certificate, NBI, Ombudsman and Police 
Clearances, and disclosure of Assets and Liabilities 
and current and pending administrativefcriminal case/s; 
9. Service Records 
10. Physical, psycho neuro and drug test 
їп addition, applicants are requested to submit five (5) sets 
of formal applications and certified support documents not 
later than July 15, 2006 to 
Dr. Wenceslao О. Sison, Jr. 
clo DR. MILAGROS М. ROMERO 
Member, NSCA Search Committee for Presidency 
CHED Regional Office VI 
#12 Now Washington Street, Jaro, lloilo City 
Tel. No. (033) 3206976 
and for queries, please contact the Secretariat, through the 
Board Secretary, Nelly Navales-Cabual, Negros State 
College of Agriculture, Kabankalan City, Negros Occidental 
with contact Numbers 09173015561 or 09206238718. 


ро. dune 12 10820 7008) 
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5 Rosalinda Novero-Sison * 


of Indang, Cavite and Sampaloc, Manila 
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In Peace and Grace joined his Creator 

died in the peace of the Lord on June 08, 2006 at the age of 90. ли, инана 
AMY & ART, ВОҮЕТ & TITA, JOEY, ACHIE & 

EDGAR, EDWIN & GJOAN request the pious reader to. 


MONDAY, JUNE 19, 2006 
hoever serves Me must follow Me. 
MARCELO В, CONCEPCION 
His bereaved wife FELY; children MARISSA & PAUL, 
The bereaved children Artemio & Isabelita Salvador; Purificacion;Consorcia; Eugenio 
and Perla Galvez, Eduardo & Baby Perez; Alberto & Carmen Balis; Imelda; Ricardo & 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Urcena Villalon; Amelia & Sabir Naseem; grandchildren AJ. BJ, Liezle, Ben, Baby, 


Bongbong, Sandy, Jomar, Yeye, Apollo, Mervin, James, Dianne, Wilbert, Rocelyn, Ambet, His remains Не in state at Arlington East Chapel at 


Michael, Nadine. Sheila, Dino, Renren. Maan, Balong, Abia, Omar: great grandchildren 
Eugene, Stephen, Dianne, Gingging, Biel, Pia, TJ, Yannah, Pao, Dwight, Cheska, Jek, 
Jok, Philip & Elaine request relatives and friends to pray for the etemal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Our Lady of Loreto Church, Bustillos St., Sampaloc, Manila. 


Holy Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. and followed by interment on Thursday, уг! 


June 22, 2006 at the North Cemetery, Manila. 


С. Raymundo Avenue, Pasig City. 


Chapel. 


interment will be on June 21, 2006 at the Pasig Catholic. 
Cemetery after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at the Sumilang Barrio 


with the 
Lord.” 


= 2 Corinthians 5:8 


Bo 


"For God so loved the world, that He gave us His only begotten Son, that EN 
|| whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have Everlasting life.” ichs 3:16 


me CLASSIFIEDS L 


Republic of the Philippines 
PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY 
(Public Estates Authority) 

TI Legaspi Towers 200800. 107 Paseo de Ronas SL, Legaspi Viage. 1225 Chy of Matan 
Vet Nos (02) 17-479 to Tt 2) 813-1441 о 43; Focsmte NO. (OZ). 2052 
Websta: wer pea gocgh 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
SECURITY SERVICES FOR (PRA) PROPERTIES 


Engage the services of a security agency that shall secure and protect the Philippine 
Reclamation Authority (PRA) Office and its various properties, 


The Philippine Reclamation Authority (PRA), through its corporate budget intends to 
apply the sum of Ten Million Five Hundred Thousand Pesos (Php 10,500,000.00) 
being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for 
Security Services for PRA Properties. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be 
automatically rejected at Bid opening. 


The PRA now invites Bids from eligible Bidders for the Security Services for PRA 
Properties for опе (1) year. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Annex 
C of the Terms of Reference (TOR). 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary pass/fail criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations 
Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known as the “Government 
Procurement Reform Act." Only Bids from Bidders who pass the eligibiity check will be 
opened. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post- 
qualification stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of the bid to technical 
and financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be awarded to the 
Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during 
the post-qualifcation procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the BAC Secretariat and inspect 
the Bidding Documents starting June 19, 2006 from 8:00AM to 5:00 РМ. 


А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased from June 19 to 26, 2006 by 
interested Bidders from the BAC Secretariat and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee 
in the amount of Ten Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (Php 10,500.00). The method of 
payment will be cash or check payable to PRA. The Bidding Documents shall be 
received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 


The PRA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on June 27, 
2006 at 10:00 A.M. at the PRA Conference Room, 8" Floor Legaspi Towers 200, Paseo 
de Roxas, Makati City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the PRA Office on or before July 
41, 2006 at 10:00 A.M. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in the form and 
‘amount indicated in the Terms of Reference (TOR). Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on July 11, 2006 at 10:15 A.M. at the PRA Conference Room, 8* 
Floor Legaspi Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. Bids will be opened in the 
presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend. 


Prospective Bidders should have undertaken a similar project within the last three (3) 
years with amount not less than Php10,500,000.00, and should have key personnel 
‘and equipment available for the prosecution of the project. 


Pursuant to BIR Revenue Regulations 03-2005, all prospective bidders are mandated 
to file their income and business tax returns electronically using the Electronic Filing 
and Payment System (EFPS). 


‘The PRA assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or indemnify bidders 
for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the bid. 


The PRA reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding process. 
апа to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby incurring 
апу liability to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


(Sgd.) JOSEFINA L. CASTRO 


СХЕ ВАС Chairperson 
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‘San Carlos City, Pangasinan 
Tel. # (075) 532-2222 | (075) 532-3146 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘The CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. INC (CENPELCO) wth olico adress 
a Paco SL San Cartos Cay. олдо в п nee oi Soto gordi mal mais and 
Secesones raat ond Bermdey Sebo 

MATERIAL DESCRIPTION 
se rd rsen Copper iet 
тона oen Coppe Wee 
Copper Rod SIF аЛ 
Canet Tee Connection UD 
aane Mor Cross Comecion 0-40 
(Coe Wo lor Tee Conmecion 4 W0 
Cadre Mol ts Copper Wee B Ground Rod 
Caeci Ponce tor Тее Connection 40-40 
(Coon Powder а Cass Comecian 00-40 
ads Ponce fox Caper Wee & Ground Rod 
Тели Lug Cp Туре 0 ng tona 2 tt эше 
Mensa oe Copper 35 1S Ca 
Же эое bos тол ht ыле өө 
Ground camp iar сорав те. аз 
Pease шта Бозодон loe те spy end dey е above ems on or beoe 200 PM 
(йн) яле 28206 беден а CENPELCO man олсе when your bd vibe opened 
о юм presence т Bata yur reptsertanels 
Rees илы 1o ecce п you sealed baspopos е delivery date, rms of payment, 
avalsbás of stock warranty penod, brand ard ое Speck arons evasion paposes 
Pies sint 8D BOND squarra ото and one: hat percent 2 2) i те tld pree d is 
cash or manages checker Таа а urey bond t must be equra to en ресе (10) ol 
sita рса Guprposas малта beyond ве spec ae and me wá ol be ccpit. 
CENPELCO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. WAIVE ANY OF THE 
REQUIRED FORMALITY THEREIN AND ACCEPTS THE BIDS ONLY DEEMED MOST 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COOPERATIVE 
бө RODRIGO F. CORPUZ. 
[ren 


ee CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Й 


quar 
отону 


—— 
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SALE BY ONLINE AUCTION 


Superb Precision Tooling Machinery & Equipment, 


Including: - 
CHARMILLES Robofil 290P EDM Machine (2000) 


ARD EDM Machine (2000); ACRA Precision Surface Grinder; 
PCB Bath; Heat Treatment Furnace; Granite Surface Plate 


Located; Makati City, Philippines 
Viewing: Strictly by Appointment. 
То register please visit our website: 


For further information please contact Jeric Cupin at 
Tek 852 2510711 loc. 110 Email 


MONIY BUTCHCR INTERNATIONAL PHOLIPRINES IC 
IR 102 band Bet 78 Caes, төзү City. Phá 
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More employment apport. 


аноним м. 


s in today’s JOB MARKET 


INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 
FEDERATION WORLD CONGRESS IN 
BANGKOK 


Bobby Sy (right), elected President for 2006-2007 of FIABCI- 
Philippines last May 9, joined 10 Philippine delegates to FIABCI's 
$7* World Congress in Bangkok, Thailand last May 26-31, 2006, 
‘where 2005-2006 FIABCI World President Daté Alan Tong Kok 
Mau (middle) handed over the 2006-2007 FIABC! World 
Presidency to Owen Gwyn (left). Others in photo include 
FIABCI-Malaysia President Оа ir Teo Chiang Kok (2* from right) 
and 2006 NAR-National Association of Realtors President Tom 
Stevens (2% from left). FIABCI is the French acronym for 
Federation Internationale des Administroteurs de Bien - Conselis 
Immobiliers otherwise known as the INTERNATIONAL REAL 
ESTATE FEDERATION, a 57-year old international federation 
consisting of more than 60 chapters across the world, with more 
than 100 professional associations in membership having а 
combined membership of 2 million practitioners around the world, 
FIABCI holds an enviable reputation and special status at the 
United Nations as the voice of the private sector in real estate and 
pursues a policy of "property ownership for all” in third world 
countries. The FIABCI-Asia Pacific Summit will be hosted by 
FIABCI-Philippines in October 2006 and is expected to be 
attended by industry leaders from the | |-member countries of the 
FIABCI Asia-Pacific region. Joining Sy in the governance of 
FIABCI-Philippines for 2006-2007 are Arch. Felino “Jun” Palafox as 
Chairman of the Board; Ms. Purita Soliven as Vice-Chair; 
Ambassador Rafael A. Gonzales as Executive Vice-President; Mr. 
Benson Perelonia as Secretary-General; Ms. Lila Aaron-Paterro as 
Treasurer; and an advisory board consisting of Mr. Florentino 
Dulalia, Mr. Victorio Soliven, Mr. Pedro Tario and Atty. Romero 
Quimbo. 


P amemon 


} AN Units are Fresh import 
With Warranty” 
Guaranteed Lowest Price 
‘Absolutely No Hidden Charges 
Spectat Arrangement or ЖЕ Т 
[| OPW, SEAMAN, BALIK BAYAN | 


List of Vacant Positions 


(2) Teachers 1, SG-10, Item 
Nos. TCHI-54245-54215; 
Bachelor of Secondary 
Education or Bachelor's 
Degree plus 18 Professional 
units on Education. No 
experience required. 
Eligibility, LET. 


FOR RENT / SALE 
кїлїї RESIDENTIAL HOUSE 
FLY FURNISHED LOCATED. 
AT SAN JUAN NR. ADB 
IHEADOFC. TMBSOM. 
Рл000018) Во, 2LIVvNG 
at MUSIC Rt GARDEN & 
засити мо RM WT 
BODEGA PRE. 
FOREIGNERS! 
EXPATRIATES 

САЦ Окс. HRS. 

тиз. 4 376-4025 

24287 4 17-8180225, 


ШИШИ 


15% Downpayment 
Upto 12 Years to pay 
CALL NOW! 


PMAP to hold 
series of seminars 
and workshops 


THE PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 
of the Philippines is sponsoring a seminar on: 
Calculating Measurable Results and Tracking the 
Contribution of Training on June 22:23. The seminar 
aims to let the participants be able to design an 
evaluation system that will measure the results об 
training interventions in their respective organization. 
‘Seminar fee is PS,750 for PMAP Member and P7,250. 
for Non PMAP Member. At the end ofthis module, the 
participants will beable to design an evaluation system 
that will measure the results of training interventions in 
their respective organization. 

The program entitled The Conduet of 
Administrative Investigation and Dismissal of 
Employees is scheduled on June 22.23. Registration 
fee is P7,200 for PMAP Member and P8,700 for Non 
PMAP Member. At the end of this session, the 
participants should gain a basic understanding of 
Conducting an administrative investigation as well 
as the legal basis and procedural requirements for 
terminating employment, 

A four-day workshop on Essentials of Human 
Resource Management is scheduled on June 26- 
29. This course aims to provide participants witha 
theoretical foundation as well as a perspective 
from which to view the overall human resource. 
management function as it is integrated with the. 
total corporate function. Participants will gain the 
needed knowledge and skills to enable them to 
perform the different functional operations in 
human resource management while providing: 
‘them insights on current issues and trends involved 

the practice of the profession. Registration fee is, 
9,400 for PMAP Member and P10,950 for Non: 
PMAP Member. 

For reservations, please contact The Human 
Resource Management Development Center at 
telephone numbers 726-1581; 726-1888 or 726- 
1532; email address: mira jakasalem@pmap.org ph 
or you may visit the website: wwwpniap.org.ph 
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By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


FTER BREAKING LAST YEAR'S “CURSE 
of the first round,” the Philippine 
Counter-Strike team is expecting this 

year to win a medal following a sterling perfor- 

‘mance in the World Cyber Games (WCG) 2005 

held in Singapore. 

Last year, the Counter-Strike team lived up 
to the WCG Philippine team leader and project 
manager Tjader Regis’ prediction that the local 
feam would "break the curse of the first round” 
and enter the single-elimination stage for the 
first time in the country’s history of joining the 
WCG. 

"The Counter-Strike team, called “Horsemen 
ofthe Apocalypse," is composed of Justin Chan, 
Marc Vincent Agbisit, Jan Kristoffer Romillo, 
Paolo Nancho and Kenichi Enda. 

During WCG 2005, the local Counter-Strike 
team defeated the Finnish professional gaming 
team Astralis, which was projected to win at 
least a bronze prior to the tournament. 

This year, Regis is confident that the coun- 
пу Counter-Strike team would go home with 
a medal since the Philippine players are becom- 
ing more competitive in the international are- 


па. 
© The Philippine Counter-Strike team landed 
Tn 16th place in the world finals—a significant 
improvement since over half of the contestants 
аге usually eliminated after day one. 
“What-makes the achievement of our team 
{ast year noteworthy is that they have won over 
professional gamers. We expect to do better 
this year, There will be a WCG Asia Tourney, a 


Yahoo! eyeing 
user-generated, 
licensed content 
for RP site 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor. 


{A MONTH AFTER LAUNCHING ITS SOUTH- 
fast Asian operations, online portal and web 
jervices firm Yahoo! is mapping out plans ојл. 
Grease user-generated content and add more 
localized services for its Philippine operations. 

The front page interface for Yahoo ph 
(wwwyahoo.ph) would also be among the 
Southeast Asian Yahoo! portals to be given a 
fresh look in the next two weeks. 

; The changes and additional services would 
фе made to all Yahoo! country websites world- 
wide. 

Yahoo! Southeast Asia Sales Director Thomas 
Sipple said the company is actively in discus- 
sions with content and service providers for 
‘both the online and mobile telecommunications 
space as part of the company’s portal build up. 

One plan is to provide unique Yahoo! virtual 
IDstoFilipinos to allow for access to services ei- 
ther by using the Internet or mobile platform. 
|. "What we're doing here in the Philippines is 
hot just offering what is given by the main Ya- 
hool page, but finding the right mix of services 
that will spur Filipinos to keep coming back to 
the Yahoo! Philippines portal,” Sipple said. 

Sipple said Yahoo! is banking on the ubiquity 
of mobile phones, owned by nearly 40 million 
Filipinos. The intention is to make Filipinos use 
their mobile phones to access services usually 
reserved to Internet users. 

"Well have marketing plans to entice Fil- 
ipinos that their phones can be their alternative 
access for online services,” Sipple said. 

Part of its marketing plan is to sponsor the 
first Asia Interactive Awards, which recognizes 
the creativity of web designers, online advertis- 
ing agencies and media companies. 


Scaling Text 
and Objects 
at the same time 
in Powerpoint 


|. By: Jerry Liao 


|. 1. SELECT ALL YOUR OBJECTS AND TEXT. 

2. Go to Edit/Cut. 

3. Go to Edit agaín and choose Paste 
, Special. 

4. From the As: options choose Pic- 
ture, Click OK. 

5. Hold the Shift 
key down, and 
scale the object us- 
ing the corner han- 
dles to keep every- 
thing in propor- 


POWER- 
„TIPS... 


tion. 
[. _ 6: If you need to edit the actual text, 
simply go to Draw / Ungroup. 
For more tips, visit wwwbrain- 
share.com.ph. 
| Announcement: Everyone is invited 
to attend the Powertips WirelessWorld 
Expo 2006 to be held on July 21-23, 
2006 (Fri-Sun) at the Rockwell Tent, 
Makati City. Admission is free. For more 
details, visit wwwinfochat.com.ph/ 
powertips. 
For your comments and suggestions, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


INFO 


HECH 


Textus your feedback: inquirer it name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


RP team gunning for medals in World Cyber Games 


RP Cyber-team ready to take on the world 


1 year the local subsi 


pre-event to the WCG Grand Final, where we 
expect to bring home a medal,” added Regis. 
"The WCG Asia tournament will not have any 
bearing on who would qualify for the sched- 
Шей world finals in Monza, Italy scheduled Oc- 
tober 18 to 22, the Philippine team leader said. 
"The WOG Asian tournament will Бе а differ- 
ent competition involving at least 10 countries 
in the region, including the Philippines. 
Meanwhile, Samsung Electronics Philip- 
pines Corp. (Sepco), which has been support- 
ing WOG steadily in the Philippines, said it 
would continue supporting the WCG. Every 
ary of the Korean giant 
has been allocating $200,000 to support the 
WCG activities in the Philippines. E 
"Samsung continues to promote a positive 
attitude toward gaming as it recognizes the 
WCG as an effective channel to communicate 
with Filipino youth," said Spencer Shim, Sepco 
president. "We believe there is a strong need to 
nurture a healthy and sound cyber world. By 
supporting WCG, we want to promote gaming 
as a sport and encourage the Filipino youth to 
harness their skills so they can be among the 


E-mail: pr_info_tech@inquirercom.ph 


Editor Leo Magno 


best in the world.” 

The Philippine team will again compete in 
four video game categories this year: Count 
strike 1.6, Starcraft: Broodwar, Wareraft 
The Frozen Throne, and Need for Speed: Most 
Wanted—all for the PC. 

The Philippine preliminaries will have over 
P1 million worth of prizes up for grabs, includ- 
ing the chance to represent the Philippines at 
the WCG Grand Finals in Monza. 

Regis estimated that there are at least two 
million video gamers in the Philippines. 

"The actual game is only the tip of the work 
that comes in developing such a community. E- 
sports open doors to a thriving industry that 
fuses creativity and technology" he added. 

Regis announced also that this year’s WOG 
Philippines preliminaries will be open, mean- 
ing Metro Manila players can now compete di- 
тесйу with other players from the provinces not 
only in the finals but in the preliminary elimi- 
nations. 

Registration for the WCG 2006 Philippine 
Preliminaries is ongoing online until July 30 at 
www:ph.worldeybergames.com. 


please email techtvhost@yahoo.com, 


Breakthrough HP Blade Design Can Save 
Customers Millions in Data Center Costs 


HP recently unveiled а breakthrough blade architecture that can save customers millions of dollars as they build out their data 
centers." Three years in development, ће HP BladeSystem cCloss leapfrogs the competition with innovations in virtualization, power 
and cooling, and system management capabilities that can reduce both operational and capital expenditure costs by 46 percent in a 
typical data center implementation." In three industry firsts, the new HP BladeSystem enables users іо wire computing resources once 
and change them on the fly, dynamically adjust power and cooling іо reduce energy consumption, and increase administrative 
productivity up to tenfold. 

The HP BladeSystem cClass is also modular, allowing businesses of any size to start with HP Proliant and Integrity servers, 
HP StorageWorks storage offerings as well as client blades and then flexibly add applications and third-party products fo expand their 
data centers as needed. With the new design, an average enterprise dala center can realize over a three-year period: system 
acquisition cost savings of up fo 41 percent; data center facilities cost savings of up to 60 percent; and initial system setup time cost 
savings of up to 96 percent. 

The HP BladeSysiem ¢Class portfolio is a key part of HP’s Adaptive Infrastructure offering, which helps. customers move toward 
automated, “lights-out” computing environments that lower the cost of IT operations and deliver a higher quality of service. “The HP 
BlodeSysterh'eCloss portfolio leverages the bes! technologies across HP — from NonStop servers to printers — and brings them together 
to fundamentally improve how our customers buy, build, manage and use their computing resources,” said Diana dela Rosa, Manager, 
Enterprise Storage and Servers, Technology Solutions Group, HP. “By implementing a simple, ‘out-of-the-box design, customers can 
dramatically reduce ће biggest IT cost drivers and barriers to change in today’s racked, stacked and wired data centers.” 


New blade architecture delivers the future of business computing 


Rethinking approaches to today's most pressing data center challenges, HP focused its HP BladeSystem innovations in three key 
areas: virtualization, power and cooling, and system management. The HP Virtual Connect Architecture solves networking complexity 
challenges by enabling customers to wire just once. For the first time, server administrators can manage resources on the fly via 
virtualized Ethernet and Fibre Channel connections, saving hours or days of administrative “wait time.” The virtualization is coupled 
with the industry's fastest midplane and five terabits per second of aggregate throughput. This combination provides years of headroom 
for the most demanding environments and support connectivity options for leading network brands. 

In addition, HP BladeSystem class and StorageWorks Storage Area Networks (SANs) simplify IT consolidation by integrating the 
serverto-storage interface. The new HP BladeSystem 4Gb/s Fibre Channel SAN switches and the industry's first redundant, embedded 
‘Gb/s Fibre Channel HBA reduce the cost of SAN connectivity to HP BladeSystem by more than 40 percent while providing highly 
available, redundant connection to existing SANs. The switches also reduce the number of Fibre Channel cables required by up to 60 
percent. Leveraging HP’s company-wide focus on energy-efficient computing, HP Thermal Logic Technologies apply thermal controls to 
turn high density into a power and cooling advantage without compromising processing performance. For the first ime, customers can 
minimize energy costs and environmental impact and ensure application availability with control efficiency al the component, enclosure 
and rack levels. 

Related to this, the ulira-efficient HP Active Cool Fan cuts server airflow by 30 percent and energy consumption by 50 percent 
compared їо traditional fans. In addition, ће class architecture can deliver power savings of up to 40 percent or more versus 
rackmount servers. HP Insight Control Management achieves a 200: 1 device-to-administrator ratio—a tenfold improvement for many 
TT tasks — by integrating industry-leading system management tools from HP with the HP BladeSystem infrastructure. This 
combination unifies and automates management of physical and virtual servers, storage, networking and power and cooling through 
а single console. Paving the way for improved system management is ће new HP Onboard Administrator, which integrates 
consumerdesigned technology from HP's Imaging and Printing Group. This feature brings unprecedented simplicity to system 
management by using words and graphics so customers of all sizes can easily sel up, control, monitor, troubleshoot and repair the 
cCloss infrastructure — all through builtin modules via a web browser and an indusiry-first two-inch, interactive LCD window, 


HP builds out HP BladeSystem ecosystem 


The HP BladeSystem Solution Builder program connects hundreds of independent software and hardware vendors, systems 
integrators and value-added resellers to develop and deliver a broad set of valuable offerings to customers worldwide. 

Some of the application and hardware poriners involved in the launch of Class include: AMD, Blade Network Technologies, 
Brocade, Cisco Systems, Citrix, Emulex, Intel, Mellanox, Microsoft, Novell, Oracle, PolyServe, Qlogic, Red Hat, SAP, VMware and 
Voltaire. 

New class server blades include the HP Proliant BL460c and BL480c. The BL480c is the first blade server of its kind, matching 
the features of ће HP Proliant DL380 — the world’s bestselling server — with support for the widest variety of applications on blades. 
Both the BL460c and BL480c have more than iwo times the memory, hot-plug drives and I/O expansion capabilities than the IBM 
HS20 blade.New HP services supporting cCloss include HP Enhanced Network Installation and Startup Service for HP BladeSystem 
Switches, a new HP Care Pack service offering that provides advanced configuration and testing of НР BladeSystem network 
interconnect devices to enhance the performance, scalability and reliability of ihe data center network. More information about 
HP Services for Class is available at www.hp.com/services/bladesystemservices. 

To assure customers that they can continue to invest in and implement new indusiry-standard technologies without compromise, HP 
plans fo upgrade product line roadmaps for the current HP BladeSystem p-Class through 2007. pClass systems are fully interoperable 
with cClass via common management fools, networking inlerfaces, power and racks. In addition, HP Proliant pClass server blades 
will be supported through 2012. 


Pricing and availability 

More information on HP BladeSystem class is available at www.hp.com/go/blodesyslem/evaluale. 

M Based on on HP study of 320 servers over a three-yeor period. Actual cost savings is $2,603,453. Savings include costs for initio system acquisition, power. 
and cooling costs, coble reduction and installation, Ethernet ond Fibre Channel switch costs, integration of systems into data center racks, rack reduction, ond 


benefits from infrastructure control software. Resulls may not be typical. 
M Bosed on internal HP testing of similarly configured rack ond blade servers running identical tests. 
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increased 
trade with 
S. Korea 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


одна 


TRADE BETWEEN THE PHILIPPINES AND 
South Korea is expected to increase further 
with the forging of a free trade pact between 
Seoul and the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations 

‘Last May 27, nine Asean members, exclud- 
ing Thailand, signed a trade pact with South 

(orea and agreed with the European Union to 
work harder toward a similar arrangement. 

The signing highlighted the Third Asean 
Economic Ministers-Republic of Korea Con- 
sultations held in Makati City, which coincid- 
ed with the 12th AEM Retreat. 

Soulivong Daravong , trade minister of 
Laos and co-chair of the Asean-Korea meet 
said in a briefing that the nine Asean mem- 
bers signed a Trade in Goods Agreement 
which paves the way for the Asean-Korea Free 
Trade Area. 

The Philippines, thus, expects to further i 

its trade with one of Asia's largest 
economies. 

‘Simeon L Hernandez Jr., commercial coun- 
selor at the Philippine Embassy in Seoul, said 
South Korea moved up a notch to become the 
country’s Sth-largest export market last year: 

Hernandez said earnings reached $1.36 
billion in 2005 from $1.11 billion 2004. 

Sales to South Korea account for 3.37 рег. 
cent of the total $42.25 billion in export earn- 
ings posted in 2005. 

Hernandez added that the growth was 
driven by increased value of cargoes of some 

5 products under the categories of industrial 
NAIA to Quezon City: Р 142 50 and consumer manufactures as well as re- 
. P source-based product: 

‘The fastest growth was seen in.electronic 
components and devices, including office 
equipment, which posted a year-on-year, in- 


2 crease of 50.3 percent to $977.9 million. 
No Cash ? Earnings from fresh foods like fruits, veg- 
. etables and meat increased by 73.8 percent to. 
$51.7 million. 
Coconut products and tobacco chipped in 
$29.3 million and $19.8 million, respectively, with 


SWU P it! increases of 67.8 percent and 516.7 percent. " 
LBP to boost 


rural lending 


When PLDT Shops.Work UnPlugged (SWUP) starts working in taxi 
By DorisC. Dumlao 
cabs, passengers won't have to fidget for the loose change їп their 
i LAND BANK ОР THE PHILIPPINES 
pockets anymore. All they have to do is present their credit or debit plans to boost its countryside loan portfolio 
using $100-$150 million in new official de- 
cards, An onboard SWUP Portable Card Swipe Terminal instantly his ы Bon ether the Adan. 
Development Bank or Japan Bank for Interna- 
tional Cooperation. 
Я А : In ап intervie ines of the 
the time, date, name of driver or operator, as well as the taxi's license Landbank Awards for Outstanding Country 
plate. Fund (CLF) Friday night, acting 
i bank president Gilda Pico said the last 
tranche of the CLF project would be fully dis- 
bursed this year. 
For taxi fleet operators, they get an accurate and constantly updated The CLF is a World-Bank initiated program. 
to provide credit to micro, small and medium- 
record of their daily transactions. For the riding public, they scale entre] in the countryside using 
а А S450-million in low-interest funds. 
get a definitely better ride. You can be sure, they're going to be Only $18 million of the fund has been dis- 
Я bursed so far, Pico said. 
choosing taxis who SWUP it! But instead of getting a new CLF 
tranche from the World Bank, Pico said 


RN Landbank would get a new ODA package 


records the exact fare charged, and issues a receipt that also states 


from either the ADB and JBIC, which had 
offered to fund the countryside lending 
project. 
| "We hope to close it by next year,” Pico said. 
As of end-2005, the bank has released Р28.9 
/ swup billion under the CLF through participating fi- 
nancial institutions. 

W.www.pldt.com.ph E.bizsol@pldt.com.ph Т. (632) 177 / 874-7474 / 1-800-100-Bizsol Shope Work бийдей Last year, it disbursed P1.2 billion for agri 
and aquaculture, food and agro-processing, 
manufacturing, project distribution, service, 
property development and tourism-related 
industries in the countryside. 


TAKE YOUR FOREIGN CURRENCIES TO SOLID GROUND. 


Invest your euros, dollars and other foreign currencies in BPI Foreign Currency Time Deposit. 


Investing in BPI Foreign Currency Time Deposit means banking on the solid reputation of the country's most stable 
financial institution, Bank of the Philippine Istands. With over 150 years of experience and consistent leadership 

п consumer banking, investment banking, asset management and trust, and corporate banking, 

Truly, a solid partner like BPI can give you healthy returns on your foreign currencies. 


Take your investment to the leader, BPI. 


For inquiries, call 89-100 or log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 


BPI Foreign Currency Time Deposit accapis: US Dollar (USO), Australan Dollar (AUD), Briish Pound (GBP) 
Canadian Dolar (CAD), Euro (EUR), dapanase Yan (JPY), and Swiss Francs (CHF). 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
A tradition of leadership 


Монраудинелу, 06 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER IH 


E-mail: business@inquirer.com.ph 
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except when it bought a thrift and was named executive vice 


. bank in the 1980s—which later president to predecessor Antonio 
became Philippine Savings Bank. — Abacan, who now chairs the bank 
By 1993, it overtook Bank of ала for whom he has the highest. 


the Philippine Islands as the respect. 
biggest private bank, then edged “Тһе опе thing I admire about 


a 9 ош then state-owned Philippine Мх Abacan is the way he handles 
ce р NetionalBanktobecomeNo.lin people. Even when he says no, he 
^ i 1996. saysitin a nice way" Ty says. 
“We're much stronger now Ту was put to work across the 
than we were before,” he says, bank's major businesses over the 
j and Metrobank is now again оп last 15 years, but Ty refuses to say 
N ew life be ins eee in that orden” the prowl for banks that ofer which area ће liked best. 
good value for money and offer a 


he says in jest. “Т enjoyed all of them,” he says 
He tells the Inouren that &OOdstrategicfitwithitsownop- with a smile. 


Metrobank is not content with be- erations. The changing of ће guard 
a or young y instheeounuysmumberonebank “So tell me, who's for sale?” he comes as Ty tums 40. And having 
in terms of assets, noting “there's 52. been there, done duo to, 
always room for improvement.” ш speak—he has a clear-cut vision of 
Bj Doris C. Danke Hes ako “conscious” of me ON-the-job training Metrobank’s future and the man- 
E HAS BEEN fWrivalsintheindustywhoas- who was a Class A bad- agement philosophy he'l live by: 
pire to someday snatch from Minton playerinhis youngeryears, “1 believe in leadership by ex- 
groomed to lead Metrobank the coveted title that Completed an undergraduate de- ample... Ibelieve in people... Ibe- 
the Philippines’ the bank has held since 1996. gree in economics at UCLA (1987) lieve in communication so you'd 
biggest bank since child- " “It’s something that we want to = par: M: rn сч Баты Mu Mappe: al 
еер to the extent possible,” п lun - powering peopl 
hood but the prsdeny Бер оак то еа ФУ versity of New York П991). longa they can exercise authority 
was a plum p. ad bank has learned its lessons from When he came back home, he  responsibly" he says. 
to prove himself worthy of. фе past and would not resort to accepted the position of account “1 believe we have to balance 
“There is no such thing as easy another acquisition binge that it ™anager at Metrobank. the interest of all stakeholders be- 
if its important,” says Arthur TY, (оока while to recover from. From there, Ty moved up to cause sometimes, there are con- 
the new president of Metropoli- Between 2000 and 2003, vice president in 1993, first vice Ніс. What the clients want may 
tan Bank and Trust Co., quoting Metrobank, which had little ex. President in 1996 and senior vice пог be what the regulators want, 
опе of the favorite sayings of his perience in bank mergers and ас. President in 1998. Between 2000 and what stockholders wantin the 
father, taipan George Ty. quisitions, gobbled up three and 2002, he was appointed cor- short term may have conflict with 
The young and amiable banks: Solid Bank, Philippine PoTatesecretary and wassimulta- long-term value,” he explains. 
Metrobank president says he Banking and Asian Bank. It also neously the president of PSBank. Опет his leadership, he has 
will work hard to remain trueto merged with its commercial bank He has also chaired Metrobank vowed to maximize the full poten- 
the bank's motto, which is to be subsidiary Global Business Bank. Card Corp. since 2002. — tial of Metrobanks extensive 557 
“the biggest and the best—for That was the first time _ He joined Metrobank’s board domestic branch network, expand 
clients, shareholders, employ- Metrobank became an acquirer, fot the first time four years ago CHANGINGIB2-2 
Arthur Ty takes overas Metrobank president 


MetroHome Rate Protect Plus offers superior benefits to borrowers 


HOUSING loan borrowers rejoice! Metrobank, the country's leading bank in resources fied pricing of other banks. They can take advantage of market rates - as low as 9% pa. rate on the 6th year onwards, borrowers are spared the surprises of rate surges when 
‘tors unique housing Ioan package that offers even better interest rate protection during the frst lve years of the loan. Pius, the interest rate is guaranteed not to exceed they are nearing repayment. adds Oliveros. 
Plus repricing похои with the MetroHome Rate Protect Pus, Пэ pa for years” 
Metrobiome Rate Protect Plus may be used to purchase a residential Iot, a house and 

MetroHome Rate Protect Plus provides а quaranteed maximum Interest of 1.5% p.a. Unlle similar programs that offer fixed interest rates, MetroHome Rate Protect Plus is lot, townhouse or condominium: or to reimburse expenses incurred for property purchased 
rousing loans with terms of 1O years or more to protect borrowers fram sudden unique because It йон borrowers the fiexibiity of anual repricing during the lst five in cash. It may also be used to refinance an existing nome loan, Metroiome Rate Protect 
fate increases (hol aay upset the household Budget. This rate сар enhances a loan years of he loan witha rate cap guarantee. “Borrowers have the opportunity of payiag less Plus Is avaliable only for housing loans with terms of ten years or more. 
package that already offers one of the lowest interest rates in the market today. Interest at the time when the outstanding lance is silt high and therefore interest payments 

are heavier” explains Owveros. For more details оп MetroHome Rate Protect Plus, please contact the Metrobank Home 
Metrobank consumer ending group head Rowena R. Oliveros said, "The MetraHome Financing Division at 898-8534, or visit any Metrobank branch. You may aso 109 on 
eT aaa matr d S ae bal ge 


MerRóHoME тү. Biter те in good hands with 
Wr Rate. Protect Fus Ё 


Interest Rates 


Flus 


Never go beyond 11.5% ғ" 


GUARANTEED! 


With METROBANK MET d PROTECT PLUS 


"Guaranteed rate cap applicable for the first 10 years of the Ioan. 


+#Bosed on prevaling one year market rate. Subject to change without prior notice. You're in good hands with 


Mambor of the Philppine Daposit Insurance Corporation. Deposits Insured up to P250.000 por depositor, 
‘Over BOO domestic and International branches, offices and subsidiaries, Head office: Metrobank Plaza, Sen, Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City. Y ET RO BAN K 
wwwmetrobank.com.ph 
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(First of two parts) 


"WHERE ARE OUR FARMERS 
today? 

The great majority of Filipino 
farmers today belong to the poor- 
est of the poor. This is due largely 
to decades of wrong policies and 
programs that are biased against 
agriculture, low productivity of 
farms, and poorly educated farm- 
ers. 

‘Atypical Filipino farmer today 
has reached only Grade 5 and in 
his mid-50s. Because of this situa- 
tion, young people don't see a fu- 
ture in farming. 

Contrast this, however, in 
countries like Denmark and the 
Netherlands and closer home, 
Taiwan, Korea and Thailand 
where farmers earn a decent in- 
come tilling their farms as big as 
those of the average Filipino 
farmer. Why are their farmers 
much richer than their Filipino 
counterparts? 


ture. 


Rural development 

‘Though the problem is so com- 
plex, one major factor that will 
explain the big difference is the 
level of education that the farm- 


MOVEMENTS | 
Tammy Lipana 


chairs PwC Philippines 
TAMMY H. LIPANA HAS BEEN ELECTED CHAIR- 
man and senior partner of Isla Lipana & 

Co PricewaterhouseCoopers, also known as 
РМС. 

ACPA topnotcher (18th place) and cum laude 
graduate ofthe University of the East, Lipana 
joined the firm in 1969 (then known as Joaquin 
Cunanan & Co.) as an auditor. 

She also handled cient accounting and tax. 
services before being admitted as an audit part- 
ner in 1985. She later migrated to the tax practice 
in response to the growing demands for tax ser- 
vices. 

Her career took a turn when she was designat- 
ed tax managing partner in 1995. 

She then rose from setting directions and 
strategies for profitable growth in the tax practice 
to holding a concurrently responsible position of 
vice chair in January 2006. 

Lipana trained in legacy Price Waterhouse, 
New York under the firm's management interna- 
tional development program. 

She also attended executive development pro- 
orams at the Harvard Business School, Азап In- 
stitute of Management and University.ot Western 
Ontario їп Canada. 

She is currently chairperson of the taxation 
committee of the Philippine Chamber of Com. 
merce and Industry and member of the Makati 
Business Club and the Management Association 
af the Philippines. 

Her credentials as tax resource person include 
being president of the Tax Management Associa- 
tion of the Philippines and private sector head- 
BIR task force drafting EVAT regulations. 

For many years, she also chaired the commit- 
tee on taxation of the Philippine Institute of Certi- 
fied Public accountants (Picpa), where she also 
served as director and treasurer. She has written 
numerous tax-related articles for both local and 
foreign publications. 

1n 2005, she was awarded a special recogni- 
tion as an outstanding alumna by the University 
ofthe East Alumni Association. 


P&A appoints new CEO 
BENJAMIN Punongbayan, founder of Punong- 
bayan & Araullo, announced that Greg Navarro 
will assume his new position of managing partner 
and chief executive officer effective July 1 

Punongbayan will retain the position of chair- 
man of the firm. Prior to his appointment, Navar- 
ro was managing partner and chief operating offi- 
cer 

A topnotcher in the October 1976 national CPA 
licensure examinations, Navarro has nearly 30 
years of experience in the fields of management 
Consulting and auditing covering both local and 
‘multinational companies in various industries. 

Не also worked for 10 years as a senior execu- 
tive atone of the country’s largest construction 
firms. 

An outstanding alumnus awardee of the Uni- 
versity of the East, Navarro is also a reciplent of 
the Young Achiever Award from the Philippine In- 
stitute of CPAs. 

He is the immediate past president of the As- 
sociation of CPAs in Public Practice (АСРАРР) 
and is currently the chairman of the P&A Founda- 
tion, the Rotary Club of Makati Salcedo Founda- 
tion, and the ACPAPP Foundation. 

Ha attended a management development pro- 
gram at the Kellogg School of Management of 
Northwestern University and the senior executive 
program of the Columbia Business School in the 
United States. Punongbayan & Araullo, one of the 
leading accounting firms in the country, 
member of Grant Thornton International. 


Nestle has new manager 
RIEPKO Krijthe, a Dutch national, s the new man- 
ager of the Nestle factory in Cabuyao, Laguna. 

А graduate of Food technology, Krijthe joined 
Nestle Nederland in Rotterdam in 1982 as pro- 
duction section manager before becoming head 
of the milk powder production In 1984. 

He was sent to Indonesia in 1988 as produc- 
tion manager at Kejayan factory and returned to 
Holland in 1990. A string of assignments fol- 
lowed—as factory manager at Chotad! in india in 
1994, Sipur in Bangladesh іп 1997, and Кејауап 
in 1996. 

Prior to his appointment as manager for the 
Nestle Cabuyao factory, Krijthe was operations. 
development manager at the Nestle center in. 
Vevey, Switzerland in 2003 , then as HPF manag- 
er and most recently as TS and NPI program 
‘manager. Krijthe Is married with two children. 


The FFS started in France. The 
first of such schools was put up in 
1935 and now has spread to over 
26 countries all over the world 
with schools numbering over 
1,000. It was introduced to the 
country in 1988 under the aus- 
pices of the Pampamilyang Paar- 
alang Agricultura Inc. (РРА) 
with the establishment of the Da- 
gatan Family Farm School in Lipa 
City, the first in Asia. 

Since then, five other schools 
have been establishe 
Batangas; Dingle, lloilo; Bais, Ne- 
gros Oriental; Tuy, Batangas, and 
Roxas, Oriental Mindoro. Under 
the DepEd, these FFS offer a 
three-year regular high school 
plus training in agriculture. 

As such, it caters especially to 
children of farmers. They are 
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Educating future farmers 


ers in those countries have over 
our Filipino farmers. 

Education, as we all know, is 
the key for improving the lives of 
people. Farming is no exception. 
The Family Farm Schools (FFS) 
were established with the prima- 
ry objective of uplifting the lives 
of those from the rural areas, es- 
pecially those engaged in agricul- 


С. Gayo 


tical agriculture 
are also taught 


Balete, 
“live-in class" at 


This system 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 
Dr. Jose Rene 


taught and trained with their par- 
ents’ help in theoretical and prac- 


and moral values and the right 
sense of professionalism in the 
performance of work. 

‘The professional formation ac- 
quired in the FFS prepares stu- 
dents to exercise a profession in 
farming coupled with a technical 
and entrepreneurial training that 
will hopefully plant the seed for a 
strong agricultural economy. 

Unique to the FFS system is the 
alternating cycle of education 
where students spend a week ina 


two weeks in their Family Farm. 


learning process by not only con- 
fining it within the four walls of 
the classroom but allows the 
youth to learn through their con- 
tinuous and direct contact with 


reality, thus avoiding the real 
danger of alienating them from 


their environment. 


methods. They 
human, social, 


dren. 


the school and ture education. 


facilitates the 


agricultural 


While at the family farm, the 
students analyze those experi- 
ences and place them all in the 
family farm notebook. The alter- 
nating cycle also affords parents 
to participate actively in the edu- 
cation and formation of their chil- 


Tutors (teachers are called by 
this name) of фе FFS visit each 
family in each of the alternating cy- 
des and help both parents and 
child to think together and work 
ош a project for the improvement 
of their farm as well as to help 
them have deep family ties 
through the formation given them. 

The curriculum of the FFS ap- 
plies the principle of the Dual 
‘Training System. The FFS is the 
first educational institution in the 
Philippines to apply it to agricul- 


Following the general plan for 
all high schools, the course of 
study also includes the following: 
Agricultural technology, values 
education, farm management, 
basic accounting, cooperativism, 

mechanics, 


crop/animal production. 


fora study vi 


the alternating cycle. 


Parents also undergo forma- 
tive training modules so that they 
are able to participate actively in 
the child's education. A strong 
parent association is formed, who 
together with the students help to 
put up livelihood projects that 
benefit the whole community. 

In all this, experts and profes- 
sionals are invited to give special 
lectures on topics related to the 


community projects. 


as a way of responding to 


and monproblems. 


While at school, the students go 

to different places 
such as agricultural institutions 
and enterprises in relation to the 
diverse study themes per alternat- 
ing cycle. Weekly, professionals 
are invited to give lectures on top- 
ics related to the study themes of 


The other unique aspect of the 
FFS is the guiding philosophy 
that each school is an association 
of families, professionals and in- 
stitutions that assume the respon- 
sibility of development and the 
promotion of the rural environ- 
ment through integral educative 
actions, especially with the youth 
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Аз such, the schools are built 
on four pillars: 

1. Families and institutions or- 
ganize and are responsible for the 
association. 

2. Education via the alternat- 
ing cycle systems that links the 
socio-professional environment 
and the school 

3. Individualized integral for- 
mation and life projects prepare 
students to decide on their own 
training and their own future. 

4. Rural development is both 
platform for his training and col- 
lective beneficiary of the systems 
initiatives. (To be continued) 

(The article reflects the personal 
opinion of the author and does not 
reflect the official stand of the 
Management Association of the 
Philippines. The author is the pro- 
ject manager of МАР Farm Busi- 
ness Schools Program under the 
agribusiness committee. He was 
the founding dean (1996-2004) of 
the University of Asia and the Pa- 
cific School of Management 
Presently, he is the executive direc- 
tor of Paref Southridge School in 
Alabang and trustee of the Meralco 
Foundation. Feedback а 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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Grand plans set for seaweed industry 


Master plan prepared to generate 
smaxcw, raves waster Р1В in investments in Sitangkai 


By Julie S. Alipala 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


plan has been prepared to generate 
more than P1 billion worth of finan- 
cial, technical and material support 
from local, national and foreign stake- 
holders for this town's main indus- 
try—seaweed production. 

‘The pledges of support excite sea- 
weed farmer Almodier Abduraup, 26, 
married with three children. 

‘Abduraup is one of the 137 pondo- 
һап leaders whose lives depend on 
seaweed farming. The master plan has 
given him and the whole town hope 
for a better life. 

Apondohan isa cluster of communi- 
ties. Each cluster is composed of 35 to 
100 households engaged in seaweed 
farining. 

He complained of poor delivery of 
basic services to the communities here. 

“Wala kaming eskwelahan dito, 
kahit health center, wala (We don't 
have a school, even a health center 
ћете)" he said. 

Residents have to travel for two 
hours by sea to get to the mainland 
where the nearest school and health 
centerare. 

But things are looking up for the 
community. 

“We are very happy. We are hoping 
that through this master plan, ай the ma- 
nipulations by the capitalists will stop 
and we will finally be able to sell directly 
to the marker,” said Abduraup, who 
maintains a five hectare seaweed farm. 

In August last year, development or- 
ganizations and representatives from 
the Sitangkai municipal government 


met and held a workshop in Cebu City 
to discuss the development of the Si- 
tangkai Seaweeds Industry Master 
Plan (SSIMP) under the leadership of 
the Philippine Development Assis- 
tance Program Inc. 

PDAP is a Canadian International 
Development Agency-funded organi- 
zation that focuses on rural industry 
development and market enhance- 
ment program. 

PDAP executive director “Jerry 
Pacturan said four nongovernment or- 
ganizations and the Sitangkai local 
government initially committed to 
contribute. total of P1.1 million. 

The master plan provides for three 
major programs: industry develop- 
ment, financing and enterprise devel- 
opment. 

The plan is aimed at helping the 
farmers—by increasing their income, 
improving their standard of living and 
ensuring the delivery of basic social 
services—and developing the town in- 
to a first class local government unit 
that is totally independent from Inter- 
nal Revenue Allotment (IRA). 

It envisions a town that will gener- 
ate its revenue from its own industry. 

“We are offering this concept to all 
interested stakeholders since this plan 
intends to allow everyone to parti 
pate in the process and benefit from it 
equitably," said Pacturan. 

Under the plan, about P825 million 
will be earmarked for the industry's 
development program. This will focus 


A FARMER inspects the quality of his produce 


Changing of the guard at RP’s biggest bank 


its coverage of corporate, middle market 
and consumer markets, and build on the 


strong reputation it has maintained 
throughout its 43-year history. 

“Executing our strategy correctly will 
translate into gains for our sharehold- 
ers, strengthen our balance sheet, earn- 
ing potential and franchise, and secure 
our position as the industry leader for 
more years to come," Ty says. 

With this transition, the bank has 
charted a series of changes, including 
beefing-up its senior management 
corps, reviewing its business processes, 
revitalizing sales capabilities, aligning 
business units and adopting new tech- 
nology, all aimed at setting the ground- 
work required for the new strategy. 

In the same vein, Metrobank has al- 
lowed the infusion of new talent and 
fresh ideas to complement its legacy of 
experience and expertise. 

Providing good customer service, he 
says, is at the top of the bank's agenda. 

"We are putting equal focus on 
strengthening existing customer rela- 
tionships and attracting new clients ... 
We are pushing ourselves to be a more 


market driven institution, "Ty says. 

Better risk management is also a pri- 
ону. 

“From а business perspective, the 
penalties for weak risk management, 
and the benefits of stronger compliance, 
are simply too large to ignore,” Ty says. 

Ту takes over the presidency at a 
challenging time for the banking indus- 
try, which is facing more stringent ac- 
counting and capital adequacy require- 
ments. 

"Мете the first big bank to comply 
with IAS (International Accounting 
Standards)," he notes. 

sion 

Ty says that ИЗ reasonable to expect that 
over the long haul, Metrobank will move 
toward diversifying its ownership base. 

During the last stockholders’ meet- 
ing, the bank's charter was amended to 
scrap the preemptive rights of existing 
shareholders when new shares are is- 
sued, to increase the bank's public float 
and trading liquidity. 

The Ty family currently controls 60-70 
percent of Mexobaniés outstanding shares. 


оп the expansion of the industry, pro- 
ductivity management, seaweeds pro- 
cessing, industry clustering, installa- 
tion of specialized infrastructure facil- 
ities and the development of the Si- 
tangkai seaweeds brand. 

The balance of the projected cost of 
the program will go to a lending facili- 
ty for the farmers and an enterprise 
development program. 

Karl Vincent Quiepo, one of PDAP's 
program officers, showed Sitangkai's 
resources to the нилде during a re- 
cent vist. 

“The whole stretch (of shore) is ide- 
al for seaweeds, but not all the space 
will be used because farmers lack the 
means, particularly capital,” Quiepo 
said. 

The vast shallow reefs of Sitangkai, 
measuring approximately 60,000 
hectares, are good for farming of dif- 
ferent varieties of Kappaphycus ( 'cot- 
tonii). Only about 10,000 hectares 
have been farmed so far. 

"There is a lot of room for expan- 
sion, not only for seaweed farming but 
also for aquaculture,” Quiepo said. 

‘Seaweed farming in the Philippines, 
particularly in the Sulu archipelago, 
started in 1974. 

Dr. lain Charles Neish of SeaPlant- 
net, which is involved in agribusiness 
under the Program for Eastern Indone- 
sia SME (Small Medium Enterprise) 
Assistance or Pensa, is saddened by the 
conditions of seaweed farmers here. 

Neish, who started a seaweeds 
study in Sitangkai in the 1970s, said 
seaweeds flourished in the island but, 
despite their (farmers) contribution 
to the economy, the farmers’ living 
condition remained poor. 

Neish was referring to the absence 
of potable water, electricity, technolo- 
gy and telecommunications that the 
farmers needed. 

“That's why we support the master 
plan by providing the farmers skills 
and the technology,” Neish said. 

The Canadian government is a ma- 
jor contributor to the development of 
the local industry. 

Canadian Ambassador to the Philip- 
pines Peter Sutherland said his gov- 
emment had been contributing about 


But he notes that “any dilution must 
be worth it." The bank had made plans 
то issue new shares several times in the 
past, but as global market conditions 
turned bad shortly after—such as its 
most recent attempt—it had to abort 
plans yet again. 

“We're in the position that we don't 
have to do it immediately. We're after a 
certain price," Ty says. 

While not actively on the lookout, 
Metrobank is open to getting a foreign 
bank as a strategic minority partner, as 
long as the partner could contribute in 
terms of technical expertise and market 
reach, 

"We won't be as interested if its just 
financial contribution .. 1 think the 
most important thing is that the bank is 
also a leader in the market where it is 
operating and there's matching culture, 
You may have a strong bank (as part- 
net) but if the culture doesn't match, 
there will be conflicts," he says. 

Ту rules out going overseas, except 
for remittance operations catering to 
overseas Filipino workers, 

"1 believe if we're going regional, the 


SEAWEED production is the main 
industry in Sitangkai, Tawi-Tawi 

P1 billion a year in development ass 
tance to the country, and about 60 per- 
cent of that amount had been poured 
into Mindanao, 

“Good local governance and small 
business development are inextricably 
joined. If these work together success- 
fully, they (farmers) will no longer 
worry about the availability of 
schools, roads, health, peace and oth- 
er needs of the community" Suther- 
land said. 

Last month, Sutherland visited 
tangkai and saw for himself how the 
seaweed farmers lived. 

“The government has to create the 
enabling environment to attract in- 
vestments, to bring in businesses that 
will create jobs. The private sector has 
tocreate jobs for the young people and 
help the government generate rev- 
enues," Sutherland told Sitangkai resi- 
dents ‘and local government officials 
led by Gov. Sadikul Sahali. 

Aside from the CIDA, International 
Finance Corp. based in Davao City 
World Wildlife Foundation, Tawi-tawi 
provincial government and the local 
government support project of the Au- 
tonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao had pledged their commitment. 
tothe master plan. 

If everything goes according to 
plan, Sitangkai will be on its way to 
economic development it has long 
been hoping for. 
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home base must be strong, thats the 
Japanese model. The country has to be 
doing well first,” Ty says. 

Лу says the opportunities are mainly 
in remittances, at least for now. 

Metrobank has full branches in 
Seoul, Tokyo, Taipei, Guam and New 
York as well as offshore presence in key 
markets like Italy, Hong Kong and the 
United Kingdom. 

With fast-changing technology mak- 
ing physical branches not as important 
as before when it comes to customer 
reach, is Metrobank in any way threat- 
ened, especially with the aggressive 
stance of some foreign players? 

“1 don't think we're lagging. At worst, 
we'reat par in general, At the end of the 
day, it’s still about coverage. Look atany 
banks ATM (automated teller ma- 
chine), close to 100 percent of transac- 
tions are either withdrawals or in- 
quiries. Deposits are very, very mini- 
mal," he says. 

“A bank with a good technology with 
few branches is attractive, but a bank 
with good technology and many branch- 
esis even more attractive," Ty says. 
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Carcar tourism on the rise 


Reservoir to be developed as destination 


By Irene R. Sino-Cruz 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—WHILE THE ECONOMY OF CAR- 
car town is largely dependent on its footwear 
and hog industries, the completion of a reser- 
voir irrigation project in the municipality is ex- 
pected to help develop its tourism industry. 

‘At the same time, the completion of the 
Can-asujan small reservoir irrigation project 
will boost agriculture production in the area, 
according to local officials. 

Located about 40 km south of Cebu City, 
the municipality of Carcar has been a favorite 
site of tourists because ofits old houses. 

Carcar officials, however, hope to develop 
the Can-asujan small reservoir irrigation pro- 
ject into a tourist destination. 

The P585-million project was funded by 
the Asian Development Bank with counter- 
part funds from the government. 

Tt includes а 25-meter high dam, a 32- 
hectare reservoir area, a 39-square-kilometer 
catchment area and distribution lines to the 
farms. 

Carcar Vice Mayor Rogelio Montesclaros said 
themunicipal government was looking at the pos- 
sibility. of promoting the 32-hectare submerged 
area as an ideal site for boating and fishing, 

“This could be the future eco-tourism site 
with a component of sports facility" Mon- 
tesclaros added. 

Dado Rosales of the National Irrigation Ad- 
ministration (NIA) noted that the agency has 
already released 25,000 fingerlings of tilapia 
at the reservoir 

Fishing and boating activities at the reser- 
voir will be possible starting August or 
September this year, Rosales said. 

Aside from promoting eco-tourism activi- 
ties such as fishing, camping and jogging, 
Carcar intends to host sports events such as 
mountain bike racing, Montesclaros said. 

"The province is very aggressive on eco- 
tourism. Maybe five years from now, this will 
bea popular site," he said. 

NIA has also been coordinating with the 
Department of Environment and Natural Re- 


Firm praised 
for efforts 


to protect 


environment 


By Vicente S. Labro 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE PHILIPPINE ASSOCI- 
ated Smelting and Refining Corp. does more 
than just refine copper and export it to the 
world market. 

Based in Isabel town in Leyte, about 160 
kilometers from here, Pasar maintains a fish 
sanctuary, recycles its effluents so that waste 
will not pollute the sea and spends money on 
reforestation. It also has an acid plant facility 
that allows it to collect sulfuric acid produced 
by its plant, instead of releasing it into the air. 

For its efforts, Pasar has been recognized by 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources as one of its environmental part- 
mers in the region. 

Mirardo C. Malazarte Jr, Pasar senior vice 
president for operations and production, said 
he was happy that Pasar’ effort to protect the 
environment was recognized. He stressed, 
however, that Pasar does not invest in em 
ronmental protection measures just to win an 
award. 

"It is important for us because we stay 
here," he said. 

Pasar, the country’s lone copper smelting 
and refining firm, spends millions of dollars on 
making its plants more environment friendly, 
while striving to increase production. 

Malazarte said Pasar would spend about $8 
million for a new Dore plant to replace its ex- 
isting 22-year-old facility 

He said the new Dore plant, which would 
be completed by December this year, “has 
higher recoveries and uses very clean technol- 
E 

Pasar wants to raise production to take ad. 
vantage of the good market price for its prod- 
ucts. 

Pasar produces high quality electrolytic 
copper cathodes, the raw materials for the 
manufacture of various kinds of electric са- 
bles, telecommunication wires, copper 
shapes and copper-alloy products. 

It also produces refined copper anode as 
well as by-products such as dore, sulfuric 
acid, selenium, slag, iron concentrates and 
gypsum, and copper residues. 

Main buyers of Pasar products, according 
to Malazarte, are China, Taiwan, Korea, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand. 

Malazarte said that Pasar has completed 
the expansion of the smelter that increased 
production by 20 percent, or an output capac- 
йу of about 720,000 tons of copper concen- 
tratesa year, 

Не added that they are in the process of up- 
grading their refinery at a cost of about $27 
million, and once completed in June next 
year it would give the company a cathode out- 
putcapacity of about 215,000 tons a year. 

‘The Pasar port, which is presently undergo- 
„ing expansion at a cost of about $7 million, 
could already handle 50,000 tons of vessels 
when completed in November 2006, he said. 


sources for the planting of ylang-ylang trees 
atthereservoir's buffer zone as part ofthe wa- 
tershed project, Rosales said. 

Montesclaros cited the experience of Nue- 
va Ecija, which considers the ylang-ylang tree 
plantations as а good source of livelihood. 

He said they sell the ylang-ylang flower ex- 
tracts, an important component of signature 
perfumes, to an Italian buyer. 

Carcar Mayor Mario Patricio Barcenas also pro- 
jected that Carcar would be playing an important 
role in the provinces food chain since the iriga- 
tion project will boost agricultural production. 

In addition, the mayor said the local govern- 
ment was preparing ап agro-industrial plan for 
farmers to add more value to their products. 

“We could be the future food basket of Cebu 
‘because ofthis huge project. Our farmers and en- 
trepreneurs can really engage in businesses relat- 
ed to agriculture,” he said. 

‘The dam construction started in August 
2003 and was completed November 2005. 
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Halting the unhappiness trend 


THIS WEEK, WE HAVE JOHN MAXWELIS 
“Maximum Impact” partner and author of 
“High Trust Selling,” Todd Duncan, writing 
forus. Duncan writes about what every leader 
in the workplace has to deal with: the unhap- 
piness at work trend. 

Happy workers make happy people. Unfor- 
tunately, half of America's workforce is un- 
happy on the job. 

Last year, The Conference Board reported 
the results ofa study on job satisfaction. Their 
study found that in comparison to the year be- 
fore, overall job satisfaction has declined 
from 61 percent to 49 percent among workers 
aged 35-44 and from 57 percent to 48 percent 
among workers aged 45-54. 

Corporate efforts to buck this trend have 
fallen short. The study revealed that only 30 
percent of workers claimed to be satistied 
with their company's training or educational 
programs, 40 percent feel disconnected from 
their employers, and two out of every three 
workers do not identify with or feel motivat- 
ed to drive their employer's goals and objec- 
tives. 

This leads primarily to one conclusion. 
Showing up for workis no more than an obli- 
gation to collect a paycheck, something 25 
percent of the workers surveyed admitted 
to. 

"With all the unhappiness on the job, its 
likely many are affected off the job as well. To 
determine how affected, it may behoove us to 
ask a medical professional. Studies over the 
last several years show that depression re- 
mains the costliest of all medical ailments in 
the United States, and stress remains the most 
prevalent cause of medical and psychological 
problems. 

While corporate efforts to reverse these de- 
pressing trends have failed, your efforts can 
succeed if you understand what to do. 

According to a recent Time magazine arti- 
Че titled, The New Science of Happiness, you 
сап raise your level of happiness on and off 
the job by working on the “three components 
of happiness: 

1. Getting more pleasure out of life in gen- 
eral 

2. Becoming more engaged in what you do 
with your time. 

3. Finding ways of making your life feel 
more meaningful 

Leading psychologists cite three continual 
acts that help you accomplish these three 
components. 

1. Keeping a gratitude journal. “At the 
University of California at Riverside, psy- 
chologist Sonja Lyubomirsky ... has found 
that taking the time to conscientiously 
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count their blessings once a week signifi- 
cantly increased subjects’ overall satisfac- 
tion with life over a period of six weeks, 
whereas a control group that did not keep 
journals had no such gain.” 

University of California Davis psychologist 
Robert Emmons found that “the ones who 
benefited most tended to elaborate more and 
have a wider span of things they are grateful 
for" 

2. Performing acts of altruism or kindness. 
The Time article notes, "Doing five kind acts a 
week, especially all in a single day, gave a 
measurable boost to Dr. Lyubomirsky’s sub- 
jects.” According to bestselling author and 
psychologist Martin Seligman, "The single 
most effective way to turbo-charge your joy is. 
to make a gratitude visit’ That means writing 
a testimonial thanking a teacher, pastor or 
grandparent—anyone to whom you owe a 
debt of gratitude—and then visiting that per- 
son to read him or her the letter of apprecia- 
tion." 

3. Figuring out your strengths and finding 
new ways to deploy them. According to Dr. 
Seligman, “Cerebral virtues—curiosity, love 
of learning—are less strongly tied to happi- 
ness than interpersonal virtues like kindness, 
gratitude, and capacity for love.” 

According to every psychologist inter- 
viewed by Time, all studies indicate that hap- 
pines seems to be most tied to feeling more 
connected to others. 

"Almost every person,” said Dr. Csikszent- 
mihalyi, "feels happier when they're with oth 
er people. It’s paradoxical because many of us 
think we can hardly wait to get home and be 
alone with nothing to do, but that’s a worst- 
case scenario. If you're alone with nothing to 
do, the quality of your experience really 
plummets.” Ironically, ай three continual acts 
involve interaction with other people and that 
might possibly the key to remaining hap- 
ру—оп or off the job. 

(For information on John Maxwells in- 
house or public leadership or teamwork work- 
shops, please e-mail us at maxwell @inspire.ph 
or call 813-2732/03 and ask for Jesi or Bing. 
Text MAXWELL ON to 4632 (Smart) to get dai- 
ly SMS leadership insights from John Maxwell. 
God bless!) 
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перо is remembered 
by San Francisco's grande dame 


Rizal may not have left his heart in the City by the Bay but his brief visit 
is immortalized in a marker at the hotel where he stayed 
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Text by Dexter В. Matilla 
Contributor 
Photos by Brix Gil Bayuga 


EGROS OCCIDENTAL IS A 

province teeming with na- 

tional treasures and cultur- 
‘al heritage sites. And it is for these 
reasons, among other things, that 
‘the region was chosen as special fo- 
‘cus for this year’s National Her- 
itage Month (NHM) Festival. 
^ Journalists and National Commission for 
‘the Culture and Arts (NCCA) delegates from 
‘Manila were flown into the renowned City of 
‘Smiles via Air Philippines and billeted at the 
EFisher Hotel in Bacolod for the entire event. 

Kicking off the festivities was the opening 
{of the photo exhibit at the Robinsons Place 
Bacolod, which showcased vintage pictures of 
the entire province from the collection of 
Jongtime resident Joe Lopez. 

Tn the afternoon, the “Aton Panublion (Our 
Heritage) Cultural Exhibit: Inside Ancestral 
Homes of Negros” was formally opened at the 
Sea Breeze Hotel. 

, On hand during the ribbon-cutting ceremo- 
ту were NCCA chair Ambeth Ocampo, 
‘Tourism Undersecretary Edu Jarque, Negros 
"Occidental Gov. Joseph Магайоп and Bacolod 
Mayor Evelio Leonardia. 

Distinguished personalities present include. 

Spanish Ambassador Ignacio Sagaz, Belgian 
Ambassador Gregoire Vardakis, French Am- 
"bassador Gerard Chesne, Gloria Angara, 

"Tony and Armita Rufino, Melanie Villar, Car- 
risa Lebron, and C.J. Moreno and Josefa 
Paching" Puentevella, wife of Rep. Monico 
"Puentevella. Msgr. Guillermo Gaston led the 

“invocation rites. It should be noted that it was 

the first time that three different ambassadors 

‘were at an NHM event. 

Showcased were items fom the 
yesteryears including furniture, framed pic- 
tures and traditional clothes. Also on display 
"were photos of ancestral homes that belonged 
to Bacolod's Don Mariano Ramos and Dr 
Mariano Yulo, the Montillas of Pulupandan 
оит, and those of Doña Enrica Alunan 
‘Lizares, Don Simplicio Lizares, and Gen. An- 
iceto Lacson, whose manor was once consid- 
ered the Malacafiang of the South. 


Heritage tour 

The following moming, guide Ramon 
"Mon" Hofileña, himself a proprietor of a her- 
заре house, treated the visitors to a heritage 
“our starting with the Bernardino-Jalandoni 
Museum in Silay City, which is also consid- 
‘Jered as the Paris of Negros Occidental. 
* The museum gives guests an idea of how 
the rich and elite lived during the earlier 
‘times and how the "Negros, Sugar Bowl of the 
“Philippines” title came to be. 
* Next stop was the Church of Saint Joseph 
the Worker at Victorias City, home of the Vic- 
torias Milling Co. Inc. Built in the late 1940s 
through the efforts of the Ossorio clan, the 
church has features that represent true Fil- 
pino talent and are true cultural treasures. 

According to Hofilefia, broken glasses 
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ORIGINAL Hiligaynon zarzuela "Gugma 
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PANORAMIC shot of the chapel of cartwheels in Manapla town 
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Occidental 
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Dansoy Кар Rosing" 


gathered by residents of the mill were used in. 
designing the mosaics that decorate the exte- 
rior of the сш 

Inside, sculptures by Benjamin Valenciano 
were also something that raised a few eye- 
brows, especially from religious groups, dur- 
ing the time. Saints were, for the first time, 
depicted as having Filipino features. 

But what could probably be considered as 
the church's biggest attraction is the "Angry. 
Christ" mural of Alfonso Ossorio (1916- 
1990). The colorful attwork—with the major- 
ity of the figures in shades of red and yel- 
low—shows Jesus Christ in the middle, with 
His heart in the middle ablaze and surround- 
ed by thors, and the Holy Spirit in the form 
of a dove descending upon Him. It the only 
опе of its kind in the country; it was featured 
in Life Magazine. 

In the afternoon, a short visit at Victorias 
Milling, which included a free taste of freshly 
milled sugar, preceded our visit to the Chapel 
of the Cartwheels in the town of Мапаріа. 
Just as the name implies, the chapel is com- 
posed mainly of cartwheels, including the 
cross where a Filipino-looking Jesus Christ is 
nailed with his hands slightly higher than 
usual. 

It was then on to the Hofilefia heritage 
house where Mon Hofilefia's collection of 
paintings by National Artists and one sketch 
of musical instruments—probably a school 
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SPAIN'S Ambassador to the Philippines, 
Ignacio Sagaz, having a hearty laugh: 
Bacolod Mayor Evelio Leonardia 


project by the looks of it —5y Jose Rizal left us 
all in wonderment. 

Following a quick printmaking workshop 
by Hofileña, the group moved on to the Balay 
Negrense Museum or the Don Victor Е 
Gastono Ancestral House. 


Museum 

Found in the heart of the small colonial city 
of Silay, the museum, entirely made of wood 
and stone, was constructed at the tum of the 
20th century. A vast hall occupies the first floor 
and is connected with another large corridor in 
the second floor via a majestic stairway. Twelve 
bedrooms circle the space surrounded by shut- 
ters, hemmed in by carved transoms and per- 
manently aired by trade winds. 

In the dining room, the table of red narra is 
set with fine porcelain, French silver and or- 
chids from the nearby garden. An epitome of 
the colonial lifestyle, it multiplies the effects 
with vegetable ornaments, leaf motifs and flo- 
ral designs in sculpted wood against pale blue 
paneling. 

After a hearty dinner at the museum com- 
pliments of Silay Mayor Carlo Gamban, a cul- 
tural presentation presented by very talented 
young performers ensued. 

Оп the final day of the tour, the equally 
enchanting Silliman University Kahayag 
Dance Troupe treated the group to another 
cultural dance number at the Sylvia Manor 
where Mayor Leonardia hosted lunch after- 
wards. 

As the sun began to set, the Tourism and 
Performing Arts Society (Tapas) Inc. staged 
thellonggo zarzuela "Dandansoy-Ang Gugma 
ni Dansoy kag Rosing" or Dansoy's Love for 
Rosing. It is based on a true story that hap- 
pened in the early 1900s when sugar was the 
prime economy of the island of Negros. Dan- 
soy, а farm worker, meets Rosing, the daugh- 
ter of an "encargado" (plantation manager) 
who fell in love despite their social status dif- 
ferences. 

“The zarzuela is a wonderful thing,” said 
Bambi Harper. “Let us hope and pray that this 
tradition will continue to prosper.” 

Capping the night off was the Governor's 
Dinner at the Social Hall of the Provincial 
Capitol. 

Although the activities-filled stay was 
short, the entire event allowed me to have a 
greater appreciation how wonderful Negros 
Occidental is. Because more than just a city of 
smiles, more than a city of cultural heritage, 
and more than just being a sugar bow! of the 
Philippines, Negros Occidental is a place that 
anyone anywhere could consider their home 
away from home. 


E-mail the author at dematilla@yahoo.com 
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Paper art 
and fashion 
at Pinto 


FOR THE 2006 ANTIPOLO ARTS FESTI- 
val, the Pinto Gallery featured Twinkle 
Ferraren’s "Paper Art-to-Wear” fashion 
exhibition recently. 

Pinto's gently sloping yard served as 
runway lending a summery air to the pa- 
rade of casually clad character models 
Their outfits were made of paper, with 
lines of poetry painted on skirts and 
hats. 

Otto Retardo, Ferraren's brother, put an 
interactive dimension to the exhibit by us- 
ing stencils to spray-paint Ferraren's face 
and other doodles. 

“All these doodles, sketches or scribbles 
start on paper, so it's cool to see them on 
paper [and at the same time] on people. It 
super-matches my mission of making art 
more every day" said Ferraren. 

Nyko Macas Madz Abubakar played 
music and Chanelle Kim and Happy Fer- 
raren read poetry. 

The unconventional paper material is 
water-resistant and durable enough to 
wear on dance floors. 

“It’s perfect to just wear the pantskirts 
over your swimsuit at a beach lounge раг- 
ty or the jackets and hats to stand out dur- 
ing special events,” Ferraren said. 

The textile is a paper application by 
Japanese designer Wataru Sakuma, who 
has been developing paper technologies 
for various uses in architecture, interior 
design, and textile design with Masa Eco- 
logical Development Inc. 

Ferraren and Sakuma met at the Manila 
FAME Expo at the World Trade Center last 
year, where Sakuma's team won the best 
product award. 

Ferraren's work with the paper textile 
began with an exhibition at last years De- 
sign Fest at Tokyo Big Sight in Japan. 

Gift Gate signed her up to create Hello 
Kitry-themed hats, bags and apron-skirts, 
which are now available locally. 

Ferraren's pieces are on exhibit at Pinto 
Gallery in Grand Heights, Antipolo City, 
until June 23. Сай 7256982. 


PAPER textile was 
developedby 
Japanese designer 
Wataru Sakuma, 
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A hero is remembered 
by San Francisco’s grande dame 


Text and photos by Linda B. Bolido m 


CORNER OF SAN FRANCIS- 

co seems destined to be for- 

ever Philippines. No. 2 New 
Montgomery, at the corner of Mar- 
ket Street, San Francisco's commer- 
cial hub, is the centuries-old Palace 
Hotel. 

Opened on Oct. 2, 1875, its grace undimin- 
ished by age, the Palace symbolizes the ele- 
gance, the gentility associated with the City 
by the Вау. But for Filipinos, it is more than 
just a graceful and luxurious landmark of a 
beautiful city 

The seven-story edifice (short by today's 
standards) once sheltered an illustrious Fil- 
ipino, Dr. Jose Protacio Rizal, a historical fact 
that the stately hotel proudly proclaims. A 
brass marker was placed to the left of the 
main entrance on Dec. 30, 1996, the centen- 
nial of the national hero's martyrdom, to com- 
memorate his two-day visit in May, 1888, his 
only trip to the United States 


‘The marker says, in part, “Imbued with a 
superior intellect and an intense love for his 
country, Dr. Rizal sought to gain freedom for 
the Filipino people from centuries of Spanish 


Yes, Кв true! There's moré to Hyundai Matrix 
than just comfortable, versatile driving and 
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e’ domination through peaceful means. His 
,- Writings, foremost of which were the novels 
"Noli Me Tangere’ and ‘El Filibusterismo,’ 


great fuel economy. 


dared to expose the cancer of colonial rule 
and agitated for reforms." 

A landmark restoration had restored and 
conserved the beauty, style and elegance of 
the Palace, a Starwood property. Much of the. 
renovated hotel hark back to a glorious past 
of affluence and luxury—the entrance with 
gilded curlicues, high-backed chairs with bro- 
cade upholstery in a corridor that connects 
two side entrances, and the coffee shop with 
its vaulted ceilings and Austrian leaded crys- 
tal chandeliers. In fact, the coffee shop, the 
Garden Court, is a landmark all by itself with 
its graceful columns soaring from marble 
floors toward the luminous stained-glass 
ceiling. The San Francisco Historic Society 
has declared it the city’s Landmark No. 18. 

Living up to its name, the 552-room Palace 
has hosted presidents, royalty, giants of in- 
dustry, pillars of society and, of course, the 
Philippines’ national hero. 


THE MARKER commemorating Jose Rizal's 
stay at the hotel was put up in 1996, the 
centennial of his martyrdom. 


THE OPULENT Garden Court has been 
declared San Francisco Landmark No. 18. 


THEPALACE has lived up to its name by 
hosting presidents, royalty, captains of 
industry pillars of society and a national hero, 
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Dentist Dr. Maria Susana Galvez, DMD 


“As a doctor, | spend most of my time away from home. So | need 
а car that’s spacious yet economical. That's why | love my Matrix, 
because among other compact cars, it gives me all | need - space, 
comfort, and the fuel efficient CRDi engine." 


Mr. Hernando Naval Certified Public Accountant 
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on the mileage. When I brought my Hyundai Matrix to Baguio for a 3-day 
tour, | was amazed to find out that | only spent P1,500 on fuel. That's easily 
70% savings compared to my other sedan." 
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SOLAR settlement in Freiburg, Breisgau. Each apartment in the row houses is furnished with a low 
shed, or "cellar substitute.” 
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Ап exhibit 
at Goethe- 
Manila 
shows the 
diversity 
and styles 
óf more 
recent 
German 
architecture 


THE GOETHE-INSTITUT MANILA, IN 
cooperation with the United Architects of 
the Philippines (UAP), will exhibit “Made in 
Germany: Architecture + Ecology.” The 
show is in connection with the Goethe-Insti- 
tut’s "Made in Germany" series, which 
brings German architecture in dialogue 
with various cultural and sociopolitical con- 
ceptions, providing a context in which to 
present a selection of contemporary archi- 
tectural projects. 

German architecture is often associated 
with the past figures of the Bauhaus. But 
since the final third of the 20th century, Ger- 
man architecture has seen an overlapping 
succession of movements and styles. 

Today, it is characterized by high techno- 
logical standards and innovation. Very 
much in line with this is the aspiration to de- 
velop sustainable architecture and the idea 


that architecture should go beyond mere 
aesthetics by taking into consideration the 
impact of architectural projects on the envi- 
ronment. 

In Germanj, ecological building enjoys 
considerable prestige and boasts a long tra- 
dition. It was amidst the economic and en- 
ergy crises of the mid-1970s that environ- 
mentally sound urban planning gained pop- 
ularity in the country. 

‘The incorporation of the environment as 


a key factor in architecture was first applied 
in the design of residential buildings in the 
sunny South. 

Since then, the movement for ecological 
building has gained wide acceptance. To- 
day, we find many outstanding examples of 
ecological building in the areas of adminis- 
trative and industrial architecture, educa- 
tion and even in the transport sector. 

The nine examples in the exhibi- 
tion—ranging from daycare center to zero- 
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moves its highly suc^ 
cessful "La Musique 
IV" exhibition to the 
Galerie Joaquin Podi- 
um and the Galerie 
Francesca in Festival 
Mall Alabang. The 
show is the fourth in a 
series of annual group 
exhibitions ^ paying 
tribute to music. 

"The show features 
over 50 works from 
National Artist Arturo 
Luz, Presidential 
Medal of Merit recipi- 
ent Juvenal Sanso, 
and Sotheby's regulars 
Mario Parial and Lydia 
Velasco. Leading con- 
temporary artists such 
as Manny Garibay, Jun 
Alfon, Eileen Escueta, 
Bernard Vista, Jerry 
Morada, Bayani Ray 
Acala, Vincent de Pio 
and members of the 
Guevara Group of 
Artists are also fea- 
tured. 

"La Musique IV" 
was part of the Na- 
tional Heritage Month 
celebrations last 
month 

Notable works in 
the exhibit аге Parial's 
36" x 48" "Festivale 
(Three Musicians)” 
and Acala's 40" x 30" 
"Cademia (Recital), 
which celebrate wom- 
anhood. 

Morada’s works de- 
picting women in Fil- 
ipiniana include 48" x 
36" “Kaputol па 
Himig” | and 48" x 30" 
“Kaputol na Himig” I 

Also on display are 
Escueta's 24" x 36" 
“Perchance to Dream," 
in acrylic on canvas, 
and Aileen Lanuza's 
"3 24" x36" "The Golden 

" | Cello.” showing 
women cello players. 

Galerie Joaquin 
Podium is located at 
Unit B12-B13, LG/L, 
The Podium, ADB 
Ave, Ortigas Center, 
Mandaluyong City. 
Call 6347954. 

Galerie Francesca is 
located at Unit 2B, 
Treasure Trove, 3/L, 
Festival Supermall, Al- 
abang, — Muntilupa 
City. Call 8098495 or 
log on to wwwga- 
leriejoaquin.com 


Cellist” and 36" x 24° | 
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LOW-ENERGY high-rise in Berlin (right) 


ENERGY apartment in Stuttgarty 


emissions factory to train station—display 
the multitude of architectural and techni- 
cal developments taking place in ecologi- 
cal building virtually everywhere in Ger- 
many. 

This diversity of resource and energy- 
conserving building—along with continu- 
ing research into renewable raw materials, 
household energy use and heat recovery—is 
perpetually producing new insights, techni- 
cal standards and norms. 

Such developments have long since 
transformed ecological building into a sig- 
nificant economic factor—and into the ar- 
chitecture of the future. 

"Made in Germany: Architecture + Ecol- 
ogy” runs June 22-July 19 at the Goethe-In- 
stitut Manila, 5/Е Adamson Centre, 121 L.P. 
Leviste St. Salcedo Village, Makati City. 

‘Admission is free. Call 8170978 or visit 
www.goethe.de/manila. 
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“KAPUTOL Na Himig" Il, by Jerry Morada 
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“FATHER and Son" | 


By Jessica Jalandoni-Robillos 
Contributor 


HE STORY IS THAT THE 

romance between ‘Elmer 

Borlongan and Plet Bolipata 
unfolded as they were working on 
their murals at Casa San Miguel, 
the arts haven in Zambales. 

‘They had first met in 1995 when Elmer, or 
Emong, conducted an art workshop for high 
school students there. But the story of their 
romance started later, when he worked on his 
largest existing piece. Their romance was a 
story and like his art, a “meaningful conversa- 
tion with life.” 

Emong says his narrative works are of “hu; 
man interest” and thus effect a “conversation” 
with viewers. With Plet though, the interest 
went beyond just human. Their bond sprung 
from their shared love for art, and remains 
strengthened by it. Their meaningful conver- 
sation continues. 

Tis this non-gritty yet profound tale-telling 
dimension of Borlongan's works that holds 
their audience captive. This quality is reaf- 
firmed while being brought to another level 
in anew series of works. 

Last year, the Center for Art, New Ventures 
and Sustainable Development (Canvas) 
launched a children's storywriting contest 
with a Borlongan work as inspiration. Becky 
Bravo's "The Rocking Horse” bested more 
than 80 entries, and the winning story was 
presented to Emong so he could interpret 
them into 20 mostly oil-on-linen paintings. 

"The ultimate offspring of the marriage be- 
tween the literary and the visual arts is a chil- 
dren's book to be released in October. The 
paintings, however, shall be exhibited begin- 
ning 6 p.m., today, at Glorietta Art Space (vis- 
it www.canvas.ph). 

"The works, says the artist, are a new phase 
for him. Absent are his expanses of dark skies 
with whorls of clouds or grounds that are 
blotches of bluish grays interspersed with 
white. 

The characters though are still vintage Bor- 
longan, like a bald-headed man with sharp 
features and taut skin. 


Light 

Perhaps because he is making pieces to il- 
lustrate a book for youngsters, Borlongan has 
chosen brighter hues, particularly orange. 
The colors convey the light mood associated 
with picture books. 

Always, a Borlongan work dwells on the 
positive rather than the glum. In composi- 
tions that depict daily plebian scenes, one 
sees dignity of labor as well as "adaptability 
and contentment" among simple and humble 
folk, rather than drudgery of work or alien- 
ation, 

For Bravo's story, which teaches a lesson on 
coping with loss, Borlongan paints images of 
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This is his first interpretation 
of a tale for kids and his first use 
of linen as medium 
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By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


RELATIVE NEWCOMER IN THE 
А: business, Renaissance Gallery 
at the Art Walk in SM Megamall is 
marking its third year this month. In such 
a short time, Renaissance has become a 
byword in the art business, mainly be- 
cause of its accessibility to artists, its der- 
ring-do and openness to new ideas and 
modes of art-making 

Many new names have had their first ex- 
hibits here such as Aner Sebastian, Aris Bag- 
tas, and Fitz Herrera. Artists groups like Art- 
trece, Arte Pintura and Kulay Pintura have 
also exhibited at Renaissance. 

Initsanniversary show, “Young at Heart," 
at the Art Center of SM Megamall, until 
June 25, six artists, 35 years old and below, 
are featured: Art Bermido, Melvin Culaba, 
Azor Pazcoguin, Ronaldo Ruiz, Sebastian 
and Orley Ypon. 

The merry mix of styles and modes, from 
representation to abstraction, indicates a 
pool of artists whose far-ranging sensibili 
ties can help the gallery reach out to a wide 
sector of audience. 

Bermido' abstraction has taken a series 
of unpredictable turns. Though still charac- 
teristically sparing їп his imagery and 
avowedly minimalist in sensibility, Bermido 
now revels in sensory delights. 

His exhibit pieces are mostly in onyx-red 


ry mix 


les 


“THE LONELY Jester,” by Art Bermido 


configuration with tiny blotches in black, a 
hallucinatory feld of largely contrasting 
hues highlighted by miniscule specks in 
atypical hues. 

‘The resulting visual dialogue in color pri- 
macy is obviously Rothkoesque in йз asser- 
tion of formalist aesthetics vis-&-vis the acci- 
dental and interventional. 

Even his titles like "The Art of Kibitzing” 
betray comic allusions to Zen Buddhism, 
with their exploration of expansive, monu- 
mental color field, with nothing to perturb it 
save for a black blot faintly struggling in the 
artist's fluid, contemplative universe. 

А fervid expressionist, Culaba paints of 
humanity pitifully buffeted by catastrophic 
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“POETRY for Soul B,” by Ronaldo Ruiz 


‘WALANG Tawiran,” by Melvin Culaba 


events. In “Walang Tawiran,” the artist 
shows a horror show involving the ordinary 
folk desperately trying to save their posses- 
sions, not unlike the scenes we see in real- 
life reportage of people facing nature's hell- 
bent fury. 

Guided by a central cinematic eye, Cula- 
ba unravels the steely resolve of his protag- 
onists to save whatever can be salvaged in 
calamitous cireumstances, of which our 
planet has been subjected to in recent 
times. 

Transition 

Moving his hyperrealist brush from in- 
nocuous Subjects, Pazcoguin has shifted to a 
more socio-realist art. With an eye dead-ser. 
оп exploring the textures of work and em- 
blems of toil, Pazcoguin crops his figures in 
the mode and mood of a photo shoot, con- 
triving their faces with casual intimacy. 


In "Divine Workers,” for instance, thet 
artist has been obviously charmed by the 
subjects work habits, with their faces totally 
covered from the scorching sun and public 
scrutiny, with clothes wrapped around their. 
heads like Ninja warriors. 

Pazcoguin has, in these works, fully come 
to his own, in both style and substance, as 
he succeeds in blazing new tails far re- 
‘moved from the urbane and predictable. 

Ruiz is a multifaceted artist engaged in a 
variety of media, from painting to perfor- 
mance art. With his penchant for performa- 
tive aesthetics, his style and substance of ab- 
straction have moved into information tech- 
nology. 

“Digital Age” sets the stage for a virtual- 
reality discourse on the imagery unleashed 
by a digital techie like him. While the style 
hews to pure abstraction, and is reductive in 
composition, itis totally enamored with the 


interconnectivity of the digital gadgetry. 
The image comes from a quirky series of 
shots moving within a mesh of jumbled, 
jangled and jazzed-up cyberspace. 

‘The works of Sebastian have impressive- 
ly matured, stylistically, in recent years. A 
painter of arcadian landscape with a wide- 
angle prismatic view of things natural, Se- 
bastian still opts to cut up his images into 
parts and fragments, a recourse that departs 
from the traditional and the stereotypical. 

But the images are lovely and breathtak- 
ing, a hybrid of Lamarroza and the latter- 
дау Ibarra dela Rosa, who in their heyday, 
succeeded in infusing magic to realism. 

Born and raised in Cebu, Ypon paints of 
the seafaring and sea-bound folk with 
whom he has struck deep personal ties. His 
‘works are replete with narrative underpin- 
nings of the hardly life of the fisherfolk in 
his home town. 

The scenes overflow, like the waters, with 
multifarious characters inhabiting these 
places, and for whom the sea has been a 
main source of livelihood. 

Influenced by the masters of light and 
shadow, Martino Abellana and Romulo Gal- 
icano, also Cebu-born artists both, Ypon has 
long bonded with kin and kindred as he 
continues to scour the seas for inspiration. 
firmly holding a lambent brush and a nur- 
turing paint. 


E-mail author at gdormiendo@yahoo.com 


12 short-listed for Ateneo awards 


THE ATENEO ART GALLERY, HAS SHORT.LIST- 


"The final 12 were selected by the 2006 Ate-Ì 
neo Art Awards Jury alter going through over 70 
nominations. Each artist, a Filipino citizen, 35 
years or under by May 31, was nominated for a 
solo or group exhibition in any public venue 
held between May 2, 2005, and May 1, 2006. 

From the short-list, the jury will deliberate on 
June 21 to determine the three recipients of the 
awards. The winners will be announced on Aug. 
Bat the Rockwell Tent. 

An exhibit of the short-listed artists, “Out- 
bound,” will be held at Power Plant Mall from 
Aug. 1-6. 

One of the 2006 Ateneo Art Awards winners 
will be chosen for the Ateneo Art Gallery Sydney 
Studio Residency Grant, which provides the s 


ed 12artists for the 2006 Ateneo Art Awards. 
The artists are Ronald Anading (for “Anonymi- 
ty" Finale Art Gallery, Aug. 18-30, 2005); Yason 
Banal ("18 Stations to Death and Dementia,” Sil 
ver Lens Gallery, Aug. 23-Sept. 14, 2005); Lena 
Cobangbang (All that Heaven Allows,” Finale Art 
Gallery, Aug. 416, 2005); Marina Cruz ("Kam- 
bal,” Boston Gallery, May 27-June 2005); Mideo 
Cruz for “Banquet” (Bulwagang Fernando Amor- 
solo, Cultural Center of the Philippines, Feb. 2- 
April 2006); Anton del Castillo (Under One 
Roof,” Bulwagang Fernando Amorsolo, Cultural 
Center of the Philippines, Nov. 17-Dec. 31, 2005); 
Bembol de la Cruz (‘The History of Things,” 


“BANQUET,” let ABS-CBN, April 4-30, 2006); Maya 


by Mideo Cruz 


(above) 


Boston С: 


“COVENANT,” 
by Anton del. 


Muñoz ("Closer" Hiraya Gallery, April 8-30, 
2006); Wawi Navarroza ("Polysaccharide: The 
Dollhouse Drama,” Bla 
June 11-July 31, 2005); Rodel Tapaya (“Lunan,” 

х July 23-Aug. 17, 2005); Jay Ticar 
(Pressure Points,” Mag:Net ABS-CBN, July 26- 
‘Aug. 13, 2005); and Jevijoe Vitug (“Lessons from 
the Masters,” Bulwagang Femando Amorsolo, 
Cultural Center ofthe Philippines, Sept. 22-Nov. 6, 


Жошр Project Artspace, 


Anading 


“ANONYMITY,” 1 to41 by Ronald 


lected artist with round-trip airfare, accommo- 
dation and a work studio for three weeks, an al- 
lowance, as well ав ап invitation to exhibit at the 
Cross Art Projects, a leading alternative art 
space in the city. The final selection from among 
the three winners shall be made by the Sydney 
gallery, which will also be announced during the. 
‘Awards ceremony. 

Call 4266488 or. e-mail cchikiameo@ate- 
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VISUAL ARTS 


Mopera at Frio Mixx 

Young painter Arden Mopera presents his works at the new art 
space of Frio Mixx located at the 5/Е Youth Zone of Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall. Mopera presents a new series of works of an “artist as 
diarist,” where imagery, subject and thoughts are presented in 
shorthand compositions of personal content. The exhibit runs un- 
til June 30. Call 6327921 or 0922-8217224. 


‘Long Goodbye’ at Mag:net ai a apu x 
“Long Goodbye” will open at Са 
Mag:net Katipunan tomorrow. Cu- 
rated by Roberto Chabet, the show 
features several artists bidding 
farewell “to modernism and its 
X promised utopias, to history in the 
75 age of anti-history, and to art itself 
їп the age of anti-art.” Artists in- 
; clude Poklong Anading, Lena 
X Cobangbang, Alfred Cruz, Bembol 
7. de la Cruz, Rain Dial, Nilo Ilarde, 
. Paolo Martinez, Jet Melencio, 
Jonathan Olazo, Jayson Oliveria, 
Gary Ross Pastrana, Jucar Raque- 
po, Italo Tals, Alvin Villaruel and 
М.М. Yu. On view until July 8. 
Magnet Katipunan is at Agcor 
Bldg., 335 Katipunan Road, Loyola 
Heights, QC. Call 9293191 


"Earth Art” at Stairway 

А group exhibit by Leo Meneses, 
Zaldy Arbozo, Vic Dabao, Nick 
Aranda, Teddy Santos and Fritz 
Silorio is ongoing at the Stairway 
Gallery, 115 Kamuning Road, Que- 
zon City. "Earth Art" features the 
works of the founding members on 
the theme, "Re-inhabitation, a hu- 
man consciousness of getting back 
to Mother Earth." The exhibit runs 
until July 9. Call 0920-9214909. 


“JEALOUSY,” Arden 
Tuzon Mopera 


in Color” is running 

„ until June 29 at the 
MuseumSpace, Ayala 
Museum. Tranquil 
landscapes bathed in 
soft evening or morn- 
ing lights are Reven- 
tar's favorite subjects, 
bearing witness to the 
importance he places 
on the orchestration 
of color mood and 
movement in sky and 
cloud formation. Call 
7577117 to 21 local 
B 


1 Workshop 

| ‘The Ayala Museum 
will hold workshops on Intermediate Jew- 
elry Making, Book Arts, Introduction to 
Acrylics, Introduction to Sculpture and In- 
termediate Watercolors. Registration is on- 
going. Call 7577117 local 29, fax 7573588 
or e-mail inquiry@ayalamuseum.org. On- 
line registration through www.ayalamuse- 
um.org 


“HOMAGE to Klimit,” 
by May M. Tobias 


QC (Wednesday); and Tri- 
umph Building, Quezon 
Ave., QC. Classes start on 
June 21. Call 3762196 and 
3762337. 


s 22 a 
JUNE-JULY 
JOHN ROBERT POWERS HAS A WORKSHOP FOR YOU. 
PERSONAL STYLE. IMAGE DEVELOPMENT. SPEAKING. 
ACTING. MODELING. 
REGISTRATION IS LIMITED. 
Call now! 892 9511 927 0465 


Make it happen before your summer ends, 
Workshops adapted for students on on international schedule 


Tobias at Corredor 

May M. Tobias’ first solo exhibit, "Ab- 
stract Reasoning,” is running until June 30 
at The Corredor, UP College of Fine Arts, 
Bartlett Hall, Е. Jacinto St., Diliman, QC. 
Tobias finds inspiration in her materi- 
als—unlikely and disparate objects rang- 
ing from construction hardware to indige- 
nous craft materials. 


Sherwin Tan at Ayala 

Sherwin Tan presents 
“Love Letters,” July 4-18, at 
the Ayala Museum. Tan, 
who took up Fine Arts at the 
University of San Carlos in 
Cebu. The show consists of 
abstract landscapes and de- 
pictions of nature as well as 
spiritual evocations. Visit 
www.sherwinctan.com or e- 
mail  sherwin c tanGya- 
hoo.com. 


“PASSION of Christ,” by Sherwin 
Tan 


Pingol at Heritage 

Aljo Sevilla Pingol's “Beyond Imagina- 
tion” will open at the Heritage Art Gallery 
in SM Megamall on June 26 at 6 p.m. A 
Fine Arts graduate from the University of 
Santo Tomas, Aljo is known for his women 
figures with luscious lips and ripe figures. 
Until July 1. Call 6342436. 


Sena art lessons 

Fernando B. Sena will hold art 
lessons at the following venues: 
Philippine Medical Womens’ Asso- 
ciation, Malakas St. and V. Luna 
Road, ОС (Saturday and Sunday); 
UP Jorge Vargas Museum, Diliman, 


Casmer Building. 195 Salcedo Street, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 
‘Convenient paring nearby 


Ground Floor, Cinderella Building, 
825 EDSA, Quezon Cily 


Reventar at Ayala 


Landscape painter Cap- 
tain Dan Reventar's “Psalms 


ar 


www.johnrobertpowers.com 


Have you ever come inside from а smoke- 
break to find you've missed out on a great con- 
versation or funny joke? Have you ever missed 
‘out on a picture-perfect moment of your child 
because you just couldnt resist the craving any 
longer? Have you ever found yourself running 
embarrassingly late to a social event because 
you had to have “one last cigarete" before you 
left the house? 

"Smoking can be addicting. Cigarettes 
fulfil the criteria for substance dependence 
as they deliver significant amounts of nico- 
tine which is a positive reinforcer. When а 


person quits the habit, he experiences sever- 
al withdrawal symptoms during abstinence 
which is only relieved by nicotine adminis- 
tration," explains Dr. Daniel Tan, president 
of Tobacco-Free Philippines. 

Nicotine is one of over 4,000 substances 
found in cigarette smoke. Its а common 
misconception that it causes cancer but it 
does not. Instead, it is the other substances 
in cigarettes that are mainly responsible for 
bringing physical damage to your body. 
Nicotine in cigarettes is what makes it so 
hard to stop smoking, 


Don't miss out on life's little moments! 


A Welcome Arrival 

This is where the Nicorette (nicotine) 
gum comes in. It is a form of Nicotine Re- 
placement Therapy (NRT) that has assisted 
thousands of smokers around the world for 
‘over 20 years to beat the habit by control- 
ling their cravings. Now smokers need only 
chew mint-flavored and sugar-free 
Nicorette gum to provide their body with 
just enough nicotine to reduce the cravings. 

Dr. Lenora Fernandez, Clinical Associ- 
ate Professor at the Department of 
Medicine at the UP College of Medicine, 


welcomes the arrival of Nicorette in the 
country. "The availability óf a pharmaco- 

jcal treatment like the Nicorette gum 
will further boost the country’s smoking 
cessation programs. The use of Nicorette 
along with a stop smoking program will 
definitely increase success rates of those 
who want to quit smoking.” And Dr. Fer 
nandez should know. She is also the Cor 
sultant Coordinator of Philippine General 
Hospital's Comprehensive Ambulatory 
Respiratory (CARE) Program and Stop 
Smoking Program. 


Don't think cigarettes. 
Think Nicoretie. 
jcorette gum is highly recommended 


for people who need to relieve their with- 
drawal symptoms because they want to stop 

king immediately, or want to reduce 
smoking gradually, then quit. 

1t works by releasing nicotine into the saliva 
and is absorbed through the lining of the 
mouth. Its effect is а noticeable decrease in 
both the cravings and withdrawal symptoms 
that a smoker goes through when trying to дий. 
Nicorette and willpower combined doubles 
one's chances of quitting successfully. 

By using Мїсогейе when cravings strike, 
smokers can get on the path to giving up 
smoking and focus on their pastimes and 
hobbies, stay in the company of their 
friends and families and enjoy life to 
the fullest. 


юп 


Missing out? 


РИ) m 
E pem 


Don't think cigarettes. Think Nicorette. 


It time to get the most out of life. Quit the easy way with the mo: 


Therapy worldwide, Nicorette (nicotine) gum is a smol 


st popular Nicotine Replacement 


ker companion in the difficult process оГ 


quitting. Unlike confectionary gum, 1 clinically proven to help control cravings, doubling your 
chances of successfully beating the addiction. Get started now and enjoy life more 
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LIFESTYLE 


YOUR LAST CHANCE TO OWN 


RIGHT IN THE 


a 


The Mondrian Residences is fast nearing completion. You stil have а chance 

to own a styish condominium unit with an Individual terrace, overlooking 

breathtaking views - at pre-opening prices! 

+ The Monation offer you better volue -lorger units, but less expensive per square meter 
thon typical condominiums. 

+ 50 10 minutes to the finest schoo’, mals, hospitals, churches ond country clubs. 


THE MONDRIAN 
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Elmer Borlongan’s агї... 


Frompage DI 


resilience. His previous show in fact was 
dubbed “Mauway” the Tagalog equivalent 
of resilience. 

“Father and Son 1,” for instance, shows a 
man embracing a boy as they sit by the por- 
trait of a wife and mother gone too soon. 
The heart-wrenching scene speaks volumes 
of the absence, but it also speaks of accep- 
tance. On the father's face is the resolve to 
be his son's prime care and support. 

"Protecting Chisco” shows the boy look- 
ing through a grille. There is an air of fa- 
tigue about the ailing child. His face speaks 
of longing. Borlongan says he “zooms in” on 
facial expressions, while including “ele- 
ments beyond the visual field.” The light 
colors evokes effectively the emotional im- 


port. 

In “Chisco and His Tree," the lad hugs the 
wide girth of his favorite kamagong tree, his 
short arms not enough to complete the em- 
brace. His neck is bent back, as he looks up 
to the robust head of leaves whose blocking 
of the sunlight is reflected on the dappled 
grass below. The light trick shows attention 
to detail, so admirable in a non-realist work. 
Ct helps that in Casa San Miguel, Borlongan 
is always afforded similar sights.) 

In “The Horse that Rocks,” Chisco enjoys 
the ride with a small guitar strapped on his 
shoulder. Captured here is the sheer and 
breathless joy of being alive. 

Borlongan describes the book illustration, 


"THE HORSE that Rocks” 


project as “fresh, exciting and challenging.” 
Í The works certainly show that. 

In a way, the book project yields a lot of 

firsts for Borlongan. It is his first interpreta- 


* Al units areacy filed. 
* Model units available for viewing on ste. 


RESIDENCES 


Tre Art of berating Space 


Owner: JRB Lond inc. + Project Proponent: AAM ARDEN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CORP. 


Finvest Corporate City. Alabang. Muntinlupa + 


Call 807-0111 


Mobile No. 10920] 945-6016 + HLURB License fo Sell No 11965 


809-3612, 809-3076 


ELMER Borlongan and Plet Bolipata 


tion of a tale for kids and his first use of linen 
as medium. He has been able to achieve all of 
these firsts while retaining the power to cre- 
ate laudable visual food for thought. 


E-mail the author at majorday@gmail.com 


Thank Goodness it’s Five da 


If you don't get a decision on your home loan application in 5 days or less, 
we'll give you 1% off on your first year interest rate. 


PSBank 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK 


Get it now at any PSBank branch nationwide. 


For more information; Call из: 845-8772 Text us; PSBANK HOME AD пате» «landline пов.» 
email address» then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 for Globe and other users 
Email us: info@psbank.com.ph_ 


Offer runs from April 24, 2006 up to June 30, 2006. See flyers for details. 


-PSBank 
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Real property. Real fast. 
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Cardinal 
Sin, whose 
first death 
anniversary 
the nation 
marks this 
week, is 
fondly 
remembered 
by his 
personal d 
photographer p rem 
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Don’t miss this 
rare opportunity 
to witness the talent | 
of this Storstruck 


Jackie Rice 
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ЗЕ zyrtec A 


` "Нома ipilit- 
„kumain ng sipit... 
sa allergy, ika'y 
mamimilipit. 


Je E. 
Cetirizine 
Zyrtec 


Doctor recommended 
Quick and safe relief for allergies 


тупес is doctor recommended to treat allergies. Just one dose gives 24-hour, no-drowse relief, 


Lots of allergies. Just one Zyrtec. 


Ё M Auca Phippinesine. 


Hoyois рини, олай your docio. Ма 
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Here's how to enjoy Sun Sulit Calls: 
1, Sun Cellular Prepaid Subseribers may now enjoy 60 minutes 
of Local Sun-to-Sun calls for only P30 with Sulit Calls. 
Тай PO.50/mlnute! 
2. Sun Sulit Calls may be purchased Ма the following: 
"Ма Physical Call Cards 
* Via Elestronte PINs (E-PINs) purchased In convenience stores 
like Shell Select, Min-Stop or 7-Eleven 
+ Via SMS: Text VOICE<spacen|, then send to 223 
"Ма The Mall: visit The MalbMall Assistant» 
My Aceount>Prepald>BuyVolee>VOICE 1 
* For purchases via SMS and The Mall, you will need to have 
at least P30 regular load to convert to Sun Sulit Calls. 
* Upon successful purchase of Sun Sulit Calls, 
‘you will receive а text message confirming your purchase 
with loading Instructions and validity. 


yA | 


чата 1 ойе nour € $ой-{-$ой Calls! 


1 
| 
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4. Upon successful loading, you will receive a text message reflecting 
your Sun-to-Sun call minutes & the corresponding validity. 

4, fo check your remaining Sun Sulit Call minutes and expiry, 
dial *221^ and press SEND. 


IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

+ fo maximize your Sun Sulit Calls, wake sure you do wot have 24/7 
Call & Text Uniivaited and Paylite Call & Text Unlimited. 

+ Ifyou are still enjoying the pre-loaded service of your newly activated 
Sun Cellular Prepald SIM (SIM with 7 days of 24/7 Call & Text Unllwited 
or 12 days of Paylite Call & Text Unlimited), load your Sun Sulit Calle. 
after the free serviet expires. 


* Get more Local Sun-to-Sun minutes when you 
combine Sun Sulit Calls with any of the following: 
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THE CARDINAL'S casket is prepared to be 
brought down, 


PALL-BEARERS bring down the casket to the 
Cathedral crypt. 


HEARSE bearing the Cardinal's 
casket makes its symbolic tour of ће 
plaza around the Manila Cathedral. 


‘Text and photos by Noli I. Yamsuan Jr. 
Contributor 


URING BIG OCCASIONS AT THE 
D Manila Cathedral, I would wait for his 

arrival at the steps in front of the 
great doors. On the morning of June 21, 
2005, I was waiting with a borrowed digital 
camera in hand but this time his arrival was 
different from any I had covered, During 
those other times we would all be ready to 
turn the huge smile with which he greeted 
those who welcomed him. This time we—the 
priests, nuns and lay people—only had tears 
in our eyes. When he finally arrived, for the 
last time at the Manila Cathedral, close to 
noon that day, it was only to impress on us 
that he had left. Our beloved Jaime L. Cardi- 
nal Sin had left us 

‘The wooden coffin arrived in a hearse and 
the priests brought it inside the cathedral in si 
lence. No clapping of hands this time. People 
started to flow into the cathedral, some unbe- 
lieving, others crying. They started queuing to 
view his remains and some broke out in amaze- 
ment, “He does not look dead at all!” 

People from all walks of life flowed into the 
Cathedral the one week he laid in state. I took 
pictures of visitors from all walks of life and 
from all over the Philippines. They visited him 
and admired him when he was alive and now 
they came to thank him in their own silent way. 

‘An old lady in a wheelchair lovingly touched 
his coffin. Jamie Rivera sang a favorite song of 
the cardinal one night. An old man unabashed- 
ly broke out in tears at the sight of his coffin. 
Parents with children in tow patiently lined up 
to give him a final look. 

Students paid their respects to someone 
they know as a hero. Leaders of other faiths 
paid him tribute as a friend, as a coworker in 
interreligious dialogue. 

The knights and dames of Malta in black 
vestments bowed before his coffin. Nuns in an. 
assortment of habits prayed while passing by. 


of Calcutta 


Men in suits and barong Tagalogs lined up 
along with people in tattered clothes and the 
poor in well-worn slippers. 

cried when a man dropped tothe carpeted 
floor at the foot of the coffin to pay his re- 
spect. When he stood up I noticed that he had 
only one leg and was hopping with his right 
foot. 

The flow of people seemed endless. Famil- 
iar faces came to condole with his family: the 
brothers Ramon and Manuel, and his sisters, 
Ceferina and Mary with their families, came 
to see James, as they fondly call him, for the 
last time, choosing to remain in the back- 
ground, just as they always did, even while 
their brother was in the limelight. 

The time to say our final goodbye came on 
the 28th of June. The coffin was brought out 
of the cathedral for the state honors to be giv- 
en him by a grateful nation. 


Foreign cardinals 

His coffin was draped in a Philippine flag 
and was placed in a caisson by the military 
honor guard. His former auxiliary bishops, 
other bishops and the military honor contin- 
gent followed the caisson pulled by a pair of 
White horses in a silent procession amid the 
chants of people saying goodbye to their 
beloved archbishop, 

"The flag that draped his coffin was turned 
cover to Dr Ramon Sin by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo. The coffin was draped in white and 
blessed by Manila Archbishop Gaudencio В. 
Cardinal Rosales and the Mass began in the 
presence of four foreign cardinals who came for 
the funeral: Richard Cardinal Mahony of Los 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo presents Ramon Sin, the Cardinal's 


brother, the Philippi 


flag 


CARDINALS Paul Shan Kui-shi of Taiwan and Roger Mahony of Los 


Angeles bring Cardinal 


to his final resting place. 


' “Too Small to Ignore’ author comes to Manila 


COMPASSION PRESIDENT AND 
"Too Small to Ignore" author 
Wess Stafford will visit the Philip- 
pines on June 24, at the Compas- 
sion alumni gathering to be held 
at Crossroad 77, Mother Ignacia 
Avenue, in QC. Compassion is an 
international Christian sponsor- 
ship organization that ministers 
to children in 24 countries around 
the world. 

"Children are easy to ignore in the busy 
mainstream of human life. They rarely cry 
out if overlooked, or worse, traumatized and 
abused, Yet itis vital for the Future of human- 
ity that we make children a priority in every 
area of life, says Stafford in his book, 

Stafford’ has always believed that young 
peopleare a priceless resource. Having grown 
up in an African village at the Ivory Coast, he. 
recalls traveling to places where children were 
introduced to Christ at an early age. These 
children went to school and grew up to be- 
соте schoolteachers, nurses, politicians and 
pastors. “They, in fact, change the environ- 
ment of the community in which they live,” 
explains Stafford. “We essentially need to 


guide the life of a child. Let the child discover 
his/her talents and God-given potentials. Dis- 
ciple the child to walk with Christ..." 

Following his missionary parents’ min- 
istry to the poor, Stafford pursued advocacy 
work for children who have “no voice.” 
While a Moody Bible Institute student in 
Chicago in the mid-1960s, he spearheaded 
literacy and recreation programs among the 
impoverished children in the inner city. 

His studies at the Moody Bible Institute, 
Biola University and Wheaton College fur- 
ther heightened his passion for “people de- 
velopment,” which led him to earn his Ph.D. 
in non-formal education from Michigan 
State University. Involvement with Compas- 
sion soon followed. 

"Compassion's philosophy of people de- 
velopment dovetailed with everything my 
experience told me was true,” says Stafford. 
“То preserve the dignity of those being 
helped, to focus on empowering people by 
equipping them rather than ‘doing for 
them, and to enhance cultures through 
ministering children—it was a perfect 
match.” 

Compassion’s major programs include 
the Child Survival Program (CSP), Child De- 
velopment through Sponsorship Program 


MEMBER of the archdiocesan clergy pays his 
last respects 


‘Angeles, Peter Cardinal Shirayanagi of Tokyo, 
Раш Cardinal Shan Kui-shi of Taiwan and Julius 
Riyadi Cardinal Darmaatmadja of Jakarta. 

After the mass, Ricardo Cardinal Vidal re- 
cited the prayer of committal and the coffin 
followed by the Catholic Bishops of the Philip 
pines was brought to the crypt underneath 
the altar of the cathedral where former arch- 
bishops of Manila, Archbishops Miguel O'Do- 
herty, Gabriel Reyes and Rufino Cardinal San- 
tos are buried. 

Tears clouded my vision and the thought 
that I was saying goodbye to a man of God, а 
father, a friend and my favorite subject for the 
last time made this the most difficult coverage 
in my career. I remember when he would al- 
ways ask me, "Noli, when will this end?" re- 
ferring to his many activities. And this time 
the only answer I could muster was silence. 

The book, “Remember 1 Love You All Very 
Dearly,’ Jaime L. Cardinal Sin: The Final Jour- 
ney,” chronicles my last coverage of His Emi- 
nence. It contains messages and homilies dur- 
ing his wake and funeral mass and testi 
monies from people who worked and collabo- 
rated with him in his ministry. It is published. 
by Serviam Foundation, one of whose projects 
is che Cardinal Sin Village in Punta Sta. Ana. 
All proceeds from the book will be used for 
Serviam Foundation’s programs for the poor. 

The book will be launched at the Edsa 
Shrine on June 20, 5:30 p.m., at the Edsa 
Shrine. 


New books on Rizal 


(CDSP) and Leadership Development Pro- 
gram (LDP). 

CSP caters to mothers and children from 
0-7 years old by ensuring that the young 
ones survive their early years when they are 
most vulnerable to disease and malnutri- 
tion. CDSP assists children and young adults 
aged 7-21 years old by providing health 
care, education and training in social and 
vocational skills. 

Оп the other hand, LDP helps deserving 
Compassion-registered youth in pursuing 
college education. 

‘Compassion has been present in 24 coun- 
tries spread in four continents: Bangladesh, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Colombia, Do- 
minican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Hon- 
duras, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Peru, Philippines, Rwanda, Tan 
zania, Thailand and Uganda. In the Philip- 
pines, it presently ministers to 33,000 im- 
poverished children. 

‘Over 1,000 Compassion alumni from all 
over the Philippines are expected to join 
Stafford on June 24, The event will bear the 
theme, “Committed to Pass ft On.” Call 
3733021 to 23. E-mail jaimelchor@ye- 
hoo.com or jfuentes@ph.ci.org 


* 


from New Day 


NEW DAY PUBLISHERS, 
the pioneer Filipiniana 
and religious publishing 
company, is releasing 
“Rizal and Heroic Tradi- 
tions: A Sense of National 
Destiny" by Pablo Tril- 
lana Ill, in observance of 
the 145th birth anniver- 
sary of national hero Dr. 
José Rizal. 

The 200-page, two-part book is 
a collection of essays on Rizal, 
history govemance, education 
and culture. 

Trillana, former National His 
torical Institute chair, describes 
Rizal as the “leon of the Malay 
Race," the “Tagalog Christ," a fu- 
turist, a federalist, and an ordi- 
nary тап. 

Other New Day books on Rizal 
are "The Loves of Rizal and Other 
Essays on Philippine History, Art 
and Public Policy" also by Tril- 


lana, and "Twilight of a Hero and 
Other Works," а collection of es- 
says and short stories by Dr. Is- 
abelo Crisostomo. 

Call 9288046 or 9275982 
or email newdayorders@ed- 
samail.com.ph 


‘Death’ be not proud 


“A Death in Belmont" 

By Sebastian Junger 

WW. Norton & Company, New York, 
2006, 266 pages 


By Ruel S. De Vera 


WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOU FOUND OUT 
a serial killer had free rein in your house when 
you were an infant? That is precisely the crimi- 
‘nal conundrum cauterized by Sebastian Junger 
їп his newest true-to-life tome. Instead of the 
sweeping seaborne saga of "The Perfect Storm," 
Junger zooms in tightly on his own memories 
and what branches off from those in the tight, 
thin and at time terrifying "A Death in Bel- 
mont.” 

АШ that one needs to understand at the heart 
of this book is a single photograph, taken in 
1962, one that appears before the frst chapter. 
in it, an infant Sebastian is in the arms of his 
mother, Ellen, an old carpenter named Floyd 
Wiggins, and, in the middle, a muscular work- 
man named Alberto DeSalvo. In those years, 11 
‘women were strangled and raped in the Boston 
area, including one in the Jungers’ quiet suburb 
of Belmont. The perpetrator behind those 
killings eluded a manhunt and set off hysteria, 
gaining the grim moniker “the Boston Stran- 
gler” 

‘And the man who would confess to being the 
‘Strangler? His name was Al DeSalvo. Back then, 
DeSalvo was just a taciturn laborer working on 

athe Junger studio extension. In fact, the 


brawny DeSalvo would often be in the house 
alone with Ellen, and on one occasion, almost 
succeeded in inviting her into the cellar Wisely, 
Ellen stayed away and perháps avoided becom- 
ing another one of the Stranglers victims. 

Junger jumps off from this bizarre point and 
depicts а nation frozen with fear because of this 
seemingly invisible assailant. A black man 
named Roy Smith would eventually be appre- 
hended and accused of the Belmont crime, the 
rape-slay of a woman named Bessie Goldberg. 
Smith would be found guilty and spend the rest 
of his life in prison. 

Junger takes pains to remind readers that 
this was a different time, before forensics and 
the other tricks of the crime-solving trade which 
have become commonplace by now. It was а 
different time, but Belmont could have been 
anywhere in America. It was an America that 
had yet to find the term “serial killer” in its daily 
lexicon. “The psychological mechanism that 
compels a person to commit a sex murder is not 
in a constant state of readiness; it waxes and 
‘wanes like every other form of mental illness,” 
Junger explains. 

Employing the sharp reportorial skills that 
made him a sensation, Junger tracks down the 
history of his family, of Roy Smith and of DeSal- 
vo. He revisits 1963 with shocking clarity, un- 
veiling an America still coming to terms with 
desegregation. He traces Belmonts origins as 
ап almost ideal, rarefied subdivision in old- 
fashioned New England. In that sense, the 
Boston Strangler was a product of those crimes. 
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CHEF ANTHONY BOURDAIN DISHES OUT THE 
secrets of what goes on behind the kitchen doors in 
"Kitchen Confidential.” This deliciously funny and 
delectable shocking collection of wild but true tales 
that lays out Bourdains 25 years of sex, drugs and 
haute cuisine will make the reader double up with 
laughter. 

"Biggest Brother" by Larry Alexander tells the in- 
spiring life story of Major Dick Winters. 

Howard Halpern's “How to Break your Addiction 
1 Person" teaches you how to know when-to call it 
quits and how to find the courage to do it. From 

learning to recognize the symptoms of a bad rela- 

tionship to getting through the agonizing breakup 

period, psychotherapist, Halpern guides you all 
the way. 

In “Under and Alone,” undercover agent 
William Queen gives a gripping account of his ex- 
periences infiltrating America’s most violent out- 
law motorcycle gang. This true story is an 

adrenaline-charged read that puts you on the 

street with some of the most dangerous men in 

America and with the law enforcement agents who 

risk everything to bring them in. 

Paco Underhill's "Why We Buy: The Science of 
Shopping" provides an eye-opening and witty re- 
port on our ever-evolving consumer culture based 
on hard data taken from thousands of hours of field 
research. 

“Guanxi (The Art of Relationships): Microsoft, Chi- 
na, and Bill Gates’ Plan to Win the Road Ahead” by 
Robert Buderi and Gregory T. Huang is the com- 
pelling on-the-scenes tale of the allure of China to- 
day—and of a unique partnership between the 
world’s most famous capitalist and the world’s largest 
communist nation that showcases what it takes to 
‘compete in the age of global innovation. 

Bob Marley was a reggae superstar, a musical 
prophet who brought the sound of the Third World to 
the entire globe. "Before the Legend: The Rise of Bob 
Marley" by Christopher John Farley goes beyond the 
myth of Marley to bring you the private side of a man 
few people ever really knew. 

Kelley Cheng and Narelle Yabuka's “Style 
Shopping: Shops and Showrooms” goes beyond 
the window displays and into the minds of de- 
signers of some of Asia Pacific's most tempting 
retail interiors. Varied they may be but they ай 

succeed in creating an exciting and memorable 
experience for the consumer. 

“The Jesus Papers: Exposing the Greatest Cov- 
er-Up in History” by Michael Baigent reveals the 
truth about Jesus’ life and crucifixion. 

In “Confessions of a French Baker: Breadmak- 
ing Secrets, Tips, and Recipes,” Peter Mayle joins 
forces with Gerard Auzet, the proprietor of the 
most glorious of Provencal bakeries, the Chez 
Auzet, to tell us about breadmaking at its finest. 

With 16 different bread recipes, it is a charming 

guide that makes one of Provence's oldest and most 
delicious pleasures available in your own kitchen. 

The books are available at PowerBooks Specialty 
Store, which has branches at Greenbelt 4 (7576428 to 
29), Megamall (6352898 to 99), Alabang Town Cen- 
ter (8505662 to 63), Glorietta 3 (7527075), Shangri 
La (6380023/25) and Robinsons Place Ermita 

(5233334/5243448). 
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He finds old fles and records, pulling together 
this tragic tableau, going into medical and sci- 
entific exposition about the nature of these in- 
vestigations. There is a fair bit of conjecture 
here to try and debate the contentious nature of 
the circumstances surrounding Smith's arrest 
and DeSalvo's confession. "Death" also features 
a cast of characters with lives that were eventful 
before the events of 1963, but, in many ways, 
had lives even stranger afterwards. Real life, af- 
ter all, is always messier and ambivalent when 
compared to fiction. 

Despite the clinical approach that Junger 
takes in researching "Death," itis clear that he 
remains in shock of just how close his family 
came to this murdere Perhaps this leads to one 
ofthe book's weaker qualities. For all the violent 
details and the incisive insight that Junger em- 


-history 


3 ploys, “Death” feels stretched, a bit overly ex- 

tended considering it really arises only from a 
single event—the Junger family’s encounter 
with DeSalvo. 

While the tangents “Death” goes to are inter- 
esting, these don't erase the feeling of the book 
being longer than it has to be. This has the effect 
of making the reader impatient, especially 
‘when Junger reflects on the background of the 
people involved when what the reader wants to 
know is what happens next. 

‘And that is why this short if ambitious book 
stands at a dynamic crossroads, because 
"Death" straddles the line between true-crime 
story and memoir. It is clearly not the second 
coming of "The Perfect Storm,” which а supe- 
rior book in scope and execution, but Junger's 
finely honed prose still makes "A Death in Bel- 
mont" a page-turner, finding а uniquely person- 
al topic that mixes fear with fact, resulting in a 
strange book about a strange crime from a 
strange time. 


intersection 
of crime 
and 
personal 


Available in hardcover at National Book Store. 


GRAND TOURS OF 2006 
золу оглы CAGAYAN VALLEY TOUR 
зале зне HONGKONG эбву 5 (вклада 
(2-9 July BANAUE & SAGADA TOUR 
(149-16 July GRAND ILOCOS TOUR 
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TIE THE KNOT WITH WELLNESS 


Wedding Rackages 
at Обрада! Brice! 


PACKAGE FOR MEN P2,500 


Executive Facial for Men, Kyoto Seaweed Body Polish 
апа Cellulite Meter Massage 


PACKAGE FOR WOMEN /55 500 
Whitening Facial Radiance, Botanical Milk and Rice Scrub 
‘and Cellulite Melter Massage 

PROMO PERIOD: JUNE 3 TO JULY 31, 2006 
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Book Store 


‘THE JUNE ISSUE OF METRO MAGAZINE 
gives a lowdown on modeling, from ramp di- 
vas through the decades to today's top mod- 
els, including Iya Villania (on the cover) and 
Charo Ronquillo, the first Asian to place in ће 
‘Supermodel of the World competition. 

The issue also reports on Pinoy models who 
have made it abroad and how models keep in 
shape. 

The issue likewise reports on the latest ac- 
ne and wrinkle breakthroughs. The fashion 
spreads feature the best in corporate style. 

Meanwhile, the latest issue of Metro Soci- 
ety has the handsome Ayala brothers Jaime 
Augusto Zobel de Ayala and Fernando Zobel 
de Ayala on the cover. The two talk about 
their outdoors passion, particularly their love 
for biking. 

Claudio Bravo, Rocio Urquijo-Zobel, Emily 
SyCip-Cheng are also profiled. The three in- 
ternationally acclaimed artists have all stayed 
in the Philippines with SyCip Cheng's works 
currently on exhibit at the Ayala Museum. 

Bravo's luminous portraits of Manila's soci- 
ety icons such as Evelyn Lim-Forbes, Regina 
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Dee, Elvira Manahan, Gretchen Oppcn-Co- 
juangco, Ting Ting de los Reyes-Cojuangco, 
Mari Soriano, Luis Araneta, Anton Roxas, 
Chita LaO, Lindy and Cecille Locsin, Jaime 
and Bea Zobel de Ayala, and Baby Fores 
have become invaluable reference points in : 
Philippine social history. PU? SKINCARE 

"The issue focuses on corporate charities SPECIAL 
such as the Gawad Kalinga Foundation, Gur, 
Pangarap Shelter, and Cebu's Doña Esper- Laien aere ang 
anza Velez charities. ы 

Armchair travelers will enjoy the Intra- 
muros walking tour with the peripatetic 
Carlos Celdran as an irreverent but witty 
guide; and the Pride and Prejudice gar- 
dens in Groomsbridge Place, England, 
with Virgil Calaguian. 

Dining Finds features Hyatt Hotel and 
Casino's Fireplace, Shangri-La Edsa's 
Heat, and the Manila Penis Spices. 

‘Also in the issue is a special supplement 
оп real estate and second homes from 
Landco Pacific. 

Metro Magazine and Metro Society 
are available nationwide. 
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“10 Keys to College Success” 
E.S. Leung-Yao 


You don't have to be a bookworm, a nerd or a genius to 
‘excel in your studies. Discover the keys that will open A 


mo 
M 
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the doors to a first-rate student life. In this book, the 
author shares guidelines on studying and helps you 
evaluate your study habits. You—the average college 


student—can have fun learning! 


“Becoming a Healthy Tea 
5 Traits of Vital Leadership” 
Stephen A. Macchia 


With Biblical guidance throughout and questions for 
reflection at the end of each chapter, the author has 
created a valuable team-building resource perfect for 
pastors, ministry leaders, and anyone involved ina 


leadership role. 


Books available in selected National Book Store branches. 


imi 
quomm 
d 


‚ Now comes worry-free. 


FREE PERIODIC MAINTENANCE SERVICING • FREE ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE • FREE 3-YEAR MANUFACTURER'S WARRANTY 
‘Applies to the first 3 years. 
This special offer is also available on: 
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Atlantis Productions’ Doubt’ does exacting justice 


to John Patrick Shanley’s gripping parable on blind certainty 


By Gibbs Cadiz 


HE HATES LONG NAILS, 
ballpoint pens, Christmas 
pageants. She thinks art and 
dance subjects are a waste of time. 
As principal of a working-class 
grade school, she feels no need to 
cozy up to the kids, believing them 
deserving of an iron hand instead. 
She is quick, snappish, efficient. 
She'd outpester any pest, drive a 
hornet from its nest, throw a 
whirling dervish out of whirl... 

Ooops, wrong nun. 

But how, indeed, do you solve a problem 
like Sister Aloysius, that Rottweiler in a wim- 
ple embodied with such implacable authority 
by the film actress Cherie Gil in Atlantis Pro- 
ductions’ “Doubt, A Parable,” now running at 
the Carlos Р Romulo Auditorium in RCBC 
Plaza, Makati? 

‘Those who've lived a good part of their 
movie-going lives relishing the sight of Gil 
chewing the scenery as the resident party 
wrecker in many a Viva melodrama might 
think Sr. Aloysius is not much of a stretch for 
the actress. This nun, after all, is also a tormen- 
tor, a cold fish, a “block of ice,” as Father Flynn. 
(Niccolo Manahan), the object of her unwant- 
ей scrutiny in this play, so describes her. 

Perish the thought. GiTs deliciously rococo 
acting in local movies (Valentina, anyone, op- 
posite a hapless Anjanette Abayari in “Darna: 
Ang Pagbabalik?") prepares no one for the ex- 
traordinarily subtle work she delivers in 
“Doubt.” 

Playing a headstrong nun who suspects a 
priest of molesting a boy and won't stop at 
nothing to prove her hunch, Gil's perfor- 
mance is complex, gripping, meticulously 
constructed—a rampart of glacial rectitude in 
a world close to meltdown. So detailed is this 
portraiture that Sr. Aloysius’ character be- 
comes both opaque and open at the same 
time, allowing you to sense the powerful pas- 
sions percolating beneath her frozen skin. 


Buddy talks 

Consider the constraints she is in. It is 
1964, and the ferment of Vatican Il is bringing 
profound, often discomfiting changes to the 
Catholic Church, none of them good in Sr. 
Aloysius’ eyes. 

Where children needed firm but detached 
guidance, now the young priest Fr. Flynn, 
vanguard of new ideas about a more touchy- 
feely Church, goes for buddy talks and ice 
cream sessions with the boys. He also likes 
sugar on his tea, and thinks “Frosty the Snow- 
man" would be a good addition to the Christ- 
mas pageant. ("Frosty the Snowman’ espous- 
es a pagan belief in magic,” warns Sr. Aloy- 
sius.) 

"This sort of zealotry has always been fair 
game for caricature, as our beloved childhood 
memories of terror nuns affirm, 

"Children need warmth, kindness, under- 
standing! What does she give them? Rules," 
complains Fr. Flynn. 

Tes not merely rules, however, and their in- 
creasingly fluid nature, that Sr. Aloysius is all 
choked up about. Once a married woman be- 
fore taking up the habit, she is no naive girl 
seeking refuge in convent vows. Sharp, well- 
intentioned and capable, she is also aware 
that she belongs to a lower caste in the 
Catholic Church, where pastors and bishops, 
the governing class, are ever finicky about po- 
sition and protocol. 

Sr, Aloysius can only chafe, quietly, at the 
arbitrariness of her place in the ecclesiastical 
pecking order. 

“I'm not answerable to you,” Fr. Flynn tells 
her when confronted. "If you are dissatisfied 
with that, I suggest you speak to Monsignor 
Benedict.” 


Vigilant spirit 

Sr. Aloysius’ inviolable sense of certitude, 
then, does not derive from a simplistic, incuri- 
ous mind, but from an eternally vigilant piri. 
‘This woman has had to navigate the choppy 
waters of marriage and widowhood, convent 
life, institutional politics and social upheaval 
to be where she's at. She is not about to go all 
warm, fuzzy and complacent just because 
much of the world has grown slack. Truth, or 
how she sees it, is her bulwark. Anything less 
would be surrender. 

"You have not the slightest proof of any- 
thing," Fr. Flynn reminds her heatedly, when 
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The Dermstrata Glutathione injectable lets you delight 
їп the glow of healthy and lighter skin. This unique 
‘anti-oxidant also enhances your immune system and 
improves your eyesight. 
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‘THE ANGEL 
plays her harp 
in the opening. 
scene of Star 
City's 
“Munting 


‘THE ANGEL battles the giant spider and the evil Spidermen. 


AN ADORABLE BUT MISCHIEVOUS 
young angel falls from the heavens, 
losing her wings, her harp and her 
halo. The only one way to retrieve 
them is by “earning” them back 
through good deeds. The search for 
goodness leads her to encounter 
monstrous creatures on land and sea 
—finding our little angel locked in a 
classic battle of good against evil. 
Will fate be kind to our fragile hero? 

This is the story of Star City's newest Circus 
de Ballet offering, “Munting Angel" which 
goes onstage every weekend at the Star The- 
ater 

As she works to recover her lost “powers,” 
the little angel visits the deep woods to save 
forest creatures from the menacing Evil Spi- 
der and recover her wings, swims with beau: 
tiful marine animals and defends them from 
their foe, the Giant Octopus, and subdues the 
Dragon destroying the woodland fairies. She 
has to do all of these to recover her halo and 
regain entry to Heaven. 

“The fifth original production of Star City’s 
Circus de Ballet concept, "Munting Anghel” 
combines drama and dance. Delighting the 
audience with every show are the top-caliber 
dancers of Ballet Manila performing side by 
side with the cream of Filipino circus per- 
formers, who were auditioned and recruited 
from all over the country. 

Ballet Manila’s artistic director Lisa Macuja- 
Elizalde collaborates on the script and staging 
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while choreography and over-all direction are 
by BM arüstic associate and ballet master Os- 
ias Barroso. Fred J. Elizalde is artistic adviser. 
“The story follows a classic and universal 
theme of good's triumph over evil," said Bar- 
тозо, “but we also want to add something that 
is more personal and inspirational for our au- 
dience—such as picking yourself up from a 
loss, not losing hope and regaining your place 
in the world. And of course, displaying 
courage in defending what you believe in and 
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‘THE ANGEL battles 
the evil Spidermen 
inascene 


making sacrifices for the good of al. 

The story is presented through creative 
sets, props and costumes, circus acts, ballet 
choreography and elaborate lighting, includ- 
ing the use of ultraviolet lights to create a 
dreamlike underwater effect. 

‘Admission to the production is free. It 
comes with every Ride-All-You-Can poptag 
(P190) or entrance ticker purchase (P40). 

Star City is at the CCP Complex along Rox- 
as Boulevard, Pasay City. 


‘THE MINDANAO contribution to the 
recent International Theater Festival 


Uncovering ‘Uwahig’ 


By Steven Patrick С. Fernandez 
Contributor 


AFTER NESTOR HORFILLA, GEEJAY 
Arriola and Mozart Pastrano, officers of 
Mindulani, Inc., the network of Min- 
danao theater artists, decided to feature 
an entry in the Philippine Theater Festi- 
val of the Unesco-International Theater 
Institute (ITI), 1 was invited to direct a 
collaborative production. I joined Sin- 
gapore-trained Felimon Blanco of Paga- 
dians Kumbingan Theater Ensemble 
and Boots Dumlao of Davao's Kathara 
Dance Theater Collective. 

We worked on an initial impetus, fire. 
and water, opposing elements that fig- 
ure prominently in Mindanao lore. Be- 
ing opposites, they cultivate life and 
prove the axiom that new forms are 
shaped from contradicting elements. 


Molding material 

1 dug from local lore and two stories 
took my fancy: the Indarapatra-Sulay- 
man epic and the Bukidnon flood leg- 
end. Symbols fill these folk tales. Charac- 
ters fly, the dead resurrect, persons and 
events transfigure. These tales are our 
own "magic realism," where fancy and 
reality meet, where life's plots rotate in 
endless cycles, where dreams combine 
with the palpable, where logic is experi- 
enced rather than explained, where im- 
ages have more meanings than words. 

We set rehearsals in Iligan with the 
MSU-IIT Integrated Performing Arts 
Guild (ра) forming the core group of 
eight actors-dancers and the stage man- 
agement support, “Uwahig,” Bukidnon 
for “water,” was the chosen scenario, 
and water would be its prime image. 


Deconstructing lore 
Folklore was the platform where ex- 
pression and meaning were erected. 1 


‘smells, sounds, events and experiences. 


assembled a collage of text, poetry, im- 
ages and sounds. I was less interested in 
what the stories narrated but rather in 
what they, in tandem with the other ele- 
ments, evoked: an effect perhaps, an or- 
ganic logic, an ephemeral experience or 
Some meaning that the performance- 
audience interaction will muster. 

Ina distant golden city, King Indarap- 
atra begs his brother Sulayman to help 
save Mindanao from great destruction. 
Indarapatra places a large sapling by 
the window and by this tree will know 
the success or death of Sulayman. Su- 
layman flies across mountains and bat- 
Чез the curses kurita (a many-limbed 
erocodile-like monster), the bird-like 
tarabusaw and pak, another monstrous 
avian creature whose giant wing is cut 
off in the ensuing battle and falls to acci- 
dentally crush Sulayman. The tree wilts 
and Indarapatra learns of his brother's 
death. In great distress, he flies to the 
site to lament the death of Sulayman 
and continues the battle against the re- 
maining monster, the seven-headed 
bird. Indarapatra brings Sulayman back 
tolife by splashing him with a magic po- 
tion that heaven sends. 

1 merged the Bukidnon flood legend 
about people who build a large raft in 
anticipation of a large flood. When the 
giam crabs fali to earth, the waters over 
fiow and flood the land but the raft 
saves the people. The menacing crabs 
are water symbols: what better way for 
water to devastate the land than have it 
crush and inundate life. 


Creative process 

A simulating creative “process 
shaped the scenario. Verse wove unit to 
unit where actors spat gibberish and 
groans, and writhed in contortions. 
Along improvisations was choreogra- 
phy that patched portions, marked off 


"UWAHIG" proposes that life is an assault of images, 


Life is an assault 

of images, smells, 
sounds, events 

and experiences 
not conveniently 
arranged for us 

for our comfortable 
understanding 


high points, stood as posts and empha- 
d climaxes. 

Music—atonal, multi-rhythmic and 
idiosyncratic, keeping the "tribal" char- 
acter of Mindanao—was composed 
long-distance by Geejay ond her 
Mebuyan group, with mary a music 
sheet to base the work on except for my 
flimsy scenario. But by strokes of artistic 
ingenuity, the music snugly fit into parts 
ofthe scenario. 

Scenarios were cut into smaller units 
to illustrate a “musical score” of texts, 
with each unit enclosed in color-coded 
tables to visualize musical movement. 
Each unit ran like a motif or theme, with 

nent, a climax and a 


I described the feel I imagi 
unit: mysterious, anxious, 
hopeful, and it was up to the composers 
to fill in the musical equivalents. 
“Uwahig” was designed like a musi- 
cal suite. | e-mailed the scenario with a 
hodgepodge of directions in red arrows, 
inserted balloons, and marginal notes 
and the matrix that indicated the run of 
the score, the measures, duration and 
the quality of music suggested. Texting 
settled inquiries and, in a week, the play 
had a score posted and heard in our e- 
groups, with the composers never hav- 
ing seen the show. 


Rehearsals 

То our favor, the performers were al- 
ready a team, having worked with each 
other fora long time. Actors interacted in 
duets, triplets and among crowds to the 
stimuli of puppets, lights and sound. We 
marked the emotional context of each 
unit and dug up the appropriate feeling 
from our own emotional reservoirs, 


depicts the Bukidnon flood legend. 


The body followed, and whatever 
sense and feel the actors dug trans 
formed to gestures and sounds. The per- 
formers worked on contact improvisa- 
tions, in bio-mechanics as they dissect- 
ed movement dynamics, and on the 
nine rasas (essences) that enhanced 
their own studies of acting methods and 
dance techniques. A form was shaping: 
we were distilling meaning. 

‘The intention was not to understand 
the play like in a usual story. “Uwahig” 
was about experience. Disparate cle- 
ments combined to produce a whole fi- 
nal form whose meanings were cap- 
tured, experienced and interpreted 

Experience, like meaning, is relative. 
‘The meaning of an experience is im 
posed by an audience, and pieced to. 
gether on their terms. Like in under- 
standing dreams, one is incited to think; 
feeling is evoked through the merging 
of separate parts to produce an organic 
and complete impression. 

Tdrew images and narrated events set 
up by the relationships of the brothers, of 
Sulayman and the crowd, among three 
groups of people, of the brothers and the 
monsters, of the crowd and water, 
other numerous instances. The play is 
tered with sights and sounds: water, 
flood, fire, the crabs, the seven-headed 
bird, costumes, faces halfdecayed by 
virus, and films of war, evacuation and 
destruction, among others. 

1 tore down all four walls аз audi- 
ences sit around with the performers 
among the sets, each spectator assault- 
ed at the same time as the performers 
are also assaulted. 

“The spectator, harassed by myriad el- 
ements, now chooses whether to simply 
fecl orto think. Or to do both. 


Alternative theater 

Tm not saying that we abandon con- 
ventional theater. On the contrary, con- 
ventional theater should enhance our 
experiments of alternative media as the 
New Theater vitalizes our theater tradi- 
tions. We build on conventions. Our tra- 
dition of theater-going and understand- 
ing cannot be discarded. 

But there are alternative ways of ex- 
pressing. Conventional playwriting and 
production, many times, have been in- 
adequate to embrace the rich panorama 
of life. All тоо often, meaning is conve. 
niently spoon-fed when, in fact, mean- 
ing can never be swallowed in a single 
mouthful, 

The real is too complex to be simpli- 
бей by a singular narrative. In life, 
events and their meanings unfold not in 
singular linear manners but from multi- 
ple directions even without converging 
on a common point. 

One experiences the stories of death 
mot by convenient storytelling but by 
the piecing of parts, some of which may 
even be forever missing. The semiotic 
references of sound, color, music and 
other palpable elements make the spec- 
tator collate an organic experience to 
provide meaning to that experience. 

This is the alternative theater 
"Uwahig" proposes. It is our theater of 
symbols. Life is an assault of images, 
smells, sounds, events and experiences 
not conveniently arranged for us for our 
comfortable understanding. We have to 
distill meaning. Real stories are not 
events arranged in chronological order, 

If theater will have to approximate 
the erratie nature of life, then life's arbi 
tratiness should be reflected in theater. 
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Truth or consequence ~~ 


she demands that he confess. "You have no 
right to act on your own! You are а member of 
a religious order. You have taken vows, obedi- 
ence being one! You answer to us!” 

“But I have my certainty!,” she declares. “I 
will do what needs to be done, Father, if it 
means I'm damned to Hell! You should under- 
stand that, or you will mistake me." 

Fr, Flynn and Sr. Aloysius’ withering clash 
of wills makes for a thrilling, suspenseful bat- 
tle, heightened all the more by the pristine. 
state of their field of combat: the conscience. 
of Sr. James (Cathy Azanza), an impression- 
able young nun who must choose between Sr. 
Aloysius’ bleak, utilitarian view of the world, 
or Fr. Flynn's suspiciously flexible orthodoxy. 

More to the point, the ripped-from-the- 
headlines currency of this war raises unset- 
tling questions: When is a hunch enough to 
justify an obsession of Javert-like propor- 
tions? Is destruction of a good name sub- 
servient to saving а child, no matter how 
scant the proof? Can doubt, as Fr. Flynn puts 
it, really "be as powerful and sustaining as 
certainty?" 


NICCOLO 
Manahan 
plays the 


young 
Fr. Flynn. 


TERRENCE MCNALLYS "MASTER CLASS" 
‘opens the Philippine Opera Company's opera 
season. 

This moving drama depicts a class con- 
ducted by the legendary opera soprano 
Maria Callas at the famed Juilliard School of 
Music during the early "70s. In the play, she 
recounts her life as opera's Grand Dame, and 
reveals rare glimpses of her private life as 
paramour to multi-billionaire Aristotle 
Onassis, 


SR. ALOYSIUS in a tense meeting with Mrs. Muller (Jay Glorioso) 


Shanleys play, which won four Tony 
Awards last year including Best Play, as well 
as the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, offers no neat 
answers or convenient red herrings to justify 
опе point or the other. By acknowledging the 
prismatic nature of truth and the often-murky 
motivations of the heart, “Doubt” inefíal 
crosses over from being a story of some topi- 
cal immediacy to the realm of parable. 


Exemplary turns 

The performances are exemplary across 
the board, paced by Gil's forbidding Sr. Aloy- 
sius. Manahan’s Fr. Flynn skillfully conveys 
the ingratiating earnestness of a fresh pastor 
eager to do good—and look good—to his 
young wards. One might wish for a more 
combative adversary to Sr. Aloysius, but his 
complete subjugation only highlights Sr. 
‘Aloysius’ own devastating moment of reckon: 
ing in the play's final scene. 

Azanza as the callow Sr. James tends to be 
floridly weepy in some scenes, but she plays 
her character's insecurities touchingly. And 
Jay Glorioso does a brief but disturbing turn 
эз Mrs. Muller, the mother of the boy in ques- 
tion, whose own sense of ri 
perhaps as compromised as the truth at the 
heart of Sr. Aloysius’ campaign. 

Together, these four actors find a quietly 


"Master Class” has earned Tony, Drama 
Desk, Outer Critics Circle and New York Dra 
ma awards for Best Play. It will star Nolyn 
Cabahug, Ana Feleo, Glen Gaerlan, Jay Glo- 
rioso, Karla Gutierrez, Ceejay Javier, Jojo 
Malferrarri and Michael Williams. 

Direction is by theater veteran Baby 
Barredo. Gino Gonzales renders the Juilliard 
set and Shoko Matsumoto does the light de- 
sign. “Master Class” is under the license of 
William Morris Agency. 


THE CAST of "Master Class”: (standing) Ana Feleo, Nolyn Cabahug, Karla Gutierrez; 
Glen Gaerlan, Jay Glorioso and Michael Williams 


eloquent pitch to Shanley's play A model of 
economy and punch, "Doubt" wastes по 
‘words in its less-than-two-hours run, and it's 
also very funny in places. (Sr. James: “I want 
my students to feel they can talk to me.” St. 
Aloysius: "They're children. They can talk to 
each other”) 

Does this nun ever doubt herself? The play 
builds the case that she doesn’t. When а 
sure does appear, the moment is shattering, 
and Gil's reading of a pivotal final line—"In 
the pursuit of wrongdoing, one steps away 
from God. Of course, there's a price"— literal- 
ly becomes life-altering for her character. 

Consider yourself deprived if you miss this 
sterling production, directed with restraint by 
Chari Arespacochaga. (The spare setis by Mio 
Infante, lights by Johnsy Reyes and original 
musical scoring by Manman Angsico.) 

Its brilliant play and Gis isa stellar turn. 
Ofthese, “Doubt” brooks no doubts. 


"Doubt" runs until June 24 at the Carlos P 
Romulo Auditorium, RCBC Plaza, Makati City; 
and June 30-July 2 at Onstage! Ayala Center 
Cebu. Сай 8927078/8401187/8919999 
(Manila) and 2330236/2330452/0917- 
8155794 (Cebu). 
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“Master Class” will run for eight shows 
starting July 12, 13, 14, 15, 19, 20, 21 and 22, 
8 p.m., at the Carlos Р Romulo Auditorium, 
RCBC Plaza 

‘Sponsors are the Yuchengco Group of Com- 
panies, Everbilena, Hair Reconstruction De- 
vices, McDonalds, Tower Records, Music 
One, Pietro, 92.3FM, NU 107, Frederick Per- 
alta, Cutting Edge and Lyric Piano. 

For interested block or show buyers or sea- 
son ticket subscribers, call 8958097 and look 
for Doris Campaña. 


ON ITS FIRST YEAR AT THE 
newly inaugurated Theater Cen- 
ter, the Philippine Educational 
‘Theater Association will hold its 
39th theater season. 

Opening in July is the restag- 
ing of "Mga Kuwento ni Lola 
Basyang.” Written by Christine 
Bellen and with music by Noel 
Cabangon, the musical, directed 
by Phil Noble and Nor Domingo, 
brings to life the beloved icon, 
Lola Basyang, the storytelling 
Filipino grandmother ereated by 
Severino Reyes. 

‘The musical features three of 
Reyes's most well-loved storie 
“ang Prinsipeng Mahaba ang 
long," "Ang Binibining Tumalo 
sa Mahal na Hari,” and "Ang 
Prinsipeng Duwag." 

“Walang Himala (Isang Maik- 


Jovy 


world, 


ling Kasaysayan ng Resureksy- 
on),” by Rene Villanueva, Liza 
Magtoto and Janneke Agustin, 
and directed by Maribel Legar- 
da, goes on stage on the second 
week of August. It is about the 
Edsa revolution. 


Don Quijote brings Miguel Cer- 
vantes’ classic character to life 
as а Bacolod aristocrat who 
wanders among the homeless, 
the beggars and the shady char- 
acters of Metro Manila's under- 


Miroys adaptation of 


Chris Millado directs 


The performances are on the 
third week of September to the 
second week of October. 

Finally on all weekends of 
February 2007, Peta closes the 
season with Wilfrido Ma, Guer- 
тего last unproduced play "La- 


popular gay bars. 
AIL performances 


dy in White,” a comedy about a 
matron who decides to hire a 
male escort from one of Manila's 


atthe Peta-Phinma Theater, Peta 


Peta’s 38th season features Lola 
Basyang,’ Guerrero’s gay comedy 


ASCENE from “Mga Kuwento ni Lola Basyan; 


Theater Center, 5 Sunnyside 
Drive, Bgy. Kristong Hari, Que- 
zon City, at the back of the Que- 
zon City Sports Club. 

Сай 7256244 or 7218604. 
mail peta@petatheater.com, 


take place 


L 


Mow with new and improved establishments like the Annapolis and Conneticut 
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Lessons from musical prodigies 


By Pablo A. Tariman 
Contributor 


Lynn University clarinet scholar Girard 

Moses Villanueva who managed to sur- 

Vive four years of music scholarship abroad 

ош seeing his parents due to high cost of 

air tickets. He recently graduated as summa 

cum laude, not magna cum laude as I earlier 
reported. 

Pianist Oliver Salonga who will perform 
at the Philam-life Theater on June 25 (call 
tel. 9007023 or cell 0906-5104270) has on- 
ly one more year to go before graduating 
and his experience so far should be an eye- 
opener. 

So what did he learn from being abroad for 
more than three years without coming home 
tobe with his parents? 

Salonga said he learned to be independent, 
among others, and practice more efficiently 
and effectively. "I began to visualize my music 
pieces іп a much bigger perspective. I started 
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Top 
musicians 
say 
competitions 
are 
overrated. 
What's 
needed 
isto 
deepen 
craft 


to focus on my music-making rather than 
showing off so-called virtuosic abilities which 
is no longer a rarity these days. I also learned 
to manage my time since 1 have a lot of solo 
repertoire to learn and at the same time trying 
to be more sensitive as a chamber musician." 

He said that meeting his monthly board 
and lodging expenses is the most difficult as 
the school can only offer full scholarship on 
tuition, 

Stories of how full scholars cope with 
monthly expenses vary. Some apply for school 
assistantship, others become part-time 
babysitters, many end up as utility boys Gani- 
tors) and gardeners, and still others work as 
private tutors 

When frustrations set in and thoughts of 
quitting hit them, they have to learn to man- 
age emotionally as parents and relatives are 
thousands of miles away. 

Salonga has adjusted to the rigors of for- 
eign schooling so that winning contests is no 
sweat for him. 

“I used to spend sleepless night entertain- 
ing thoughts like ‘what if 1 lose, what if I only 
place second or third? Now I realize that the 
best attitude is to treat them as part of the 
learning process. One important thing about 
joining a competition is that you learn how to 
cope with pressure and after hurdling them, 
you become more confident.” 

How do other seasoned pianists regard 
competitions? 


Lang Lang and Reyes 

The celebrated piano prodigy of the Peo- 
ple's Republic of China, Lang Lang (he per- 
formed in Manila with the New York Philhar- 
monic three years ago) is another young artist 
who doesn't believe in competitions. 

Lang Lang said competing is overrated. “I 
don't believe in competitions. 1 joined just to 
gain a little experience playing in public and 
reaching out to them. I stopped joining com- 
petitions because 1 believe that music is not 
about competing with fellow artists. Making 
music is not like playing basketball and you 
have to score to win. I'd rather compete with 
myself. I don't want to end up as another fa- 
mous pianist. I want to bea real artist without 
facing different sets of piano jury.” 

Professor Reynaldo Reyes who opened the 
12th Romantic Piano Concerto Journey in Ba- 
colod City with Ingrid Sala Santamaria last 
week, said that those competing—win or 
lose—should regard themselves as winners 
one way or another.” 

‘That fact that you were chosen to compete 
means you already won over other earlier 
contestants, Reyes explained. There are cases 
of first-prize winners who ended up not mak- 
ing a career and those who lost ended up as 
the real artist and with a meaningful career, 
he said. 

"Besides, those in the jury of various com- 
petitions have different tastes," Reyes said. 
"When you lose, it doesn't mean you are a bad 
pianist. It merely means he or she prefers the 
other performer as a matter of personal 
taste.” 

Reyes is a prizewinner of the Rio de Janeiro 
International Piano Competition, а pupil of 
the famous Marguerite Long (of the Mar- 
guerite Long-Jacques Thibaud Paris Competi 
tion). He admitted he joined the competition 
just to get a free ticket to Rio de Janeiro. 

“That I made it to the finals and made it to 
the place I want to visit without sufficient 
preparation was the real thrill I got from com- 
petitions,” Reyes told the INQUIRER 


SALONGA during his last Manila visit, 
"Studying in the US is in itself a learning 
experience.” 


